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it.  Rkhard,  Up,  coasin,  up ;  your  heart  is  ap,  I  know, 
TboB  high  at  least  {^touching  his  own  head],  althoagh  joar 
knee  be  low. 

Act  Ui.'Sc.  3. 
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THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

In  the  construction  of  this  play  Shakspeare  has  followed  Hol- 
linshed,  his  nsnal  historical  anthority,  some  passages  of  the 
Chronicle  he  has  transplanted  into  the  drama  with  very  little 
alteration. 

It  has  heen  snspected  that  there  was  an  old  play  on  the  snh- 
ject  of  King  Richard  II.  which  the  poet  might  have  seen.  Sir 
Gillie  Merrick,  who  was  concerned  in  the  harehrained  hnsiness 
of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  is  accnsed  of  haying  procured  to  he  played 
before  the  conspirators  *  the  play  of  the  deposing  of  Richard  the 
Second ;  when  it  was  told  him  by  one  of  the  players  that  the 
play  was  old,  and  they  shonld  have  loss  in  playing  it,  because  few 
would  come  to  it,  there  was  forty  shillings  extraordinary  given 
to  play,  and  so  thereupon  played  it  was !'  It  seems  probable, 
from  a  passage  in  the  State  Trials,  quoted  by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  that 
this  old  play  bore  the  title  of  King  Henry  IV,  and  not  King 
Richard  II,  and  it  conld  not  be  Shakspeare's  King  Henry  IV, 
as  that  commences  a  year  after  the  death  of  King  Richard.  *  It 
may  seem  strange  (says  Malone)  that  this  old  play  should  haye 
been  represented  after  Shakspeare's  drama  on  the  same  subject 
had  been  printed :  the  reason  undoubtedly  was,  that  in  the  old 
play  the  deposing  of  King  Richard  II.  made  a  part  of  the  exhi- 
bition :  but  in  the  first  edition  of  Shakspeare's  play,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  lines,  describing  a  kind  of  trial  of  the  king,  and 
his  actual  deposition  in  parliament,  were  omitted :  nor  was  it 
probably  represented  on  the  stage.  Merrick,  Cuffe,  and  the  rest 
VOL.  V.  B 
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2  KINO  RICHARD  II. 

of  EMex*s  trrnin,  oatnnllj  preferred  the  plaj  in  which  his  d^^ 
ntion  was  represented,  their  plot  not  aiming  at  the  life  of  the 
qneeo.  It  is,  I  know,  commonlj  thought  that  the  jpariiament 
scene,  as  it  is  called,  which  was  first  printed  in  the  4to  of  1608, 
was  an  addition  made  bj  Shakspeare  to  this  plaj  after  its  first 
representation  :  but  it  seems  to  me  more  probable  diat  it  was 
written  with  the  rest,  and  suppressed  in  the  printed  copy  of  1697, 
from  the  fear  of  offending  Elizabeth ;  against  whom  the  Pope  had 
published  a  bull  in  the  preceding  year,  exhorting  her  subjects 
to  take  up  arms  against  her.  In  1699  Hajward  published  his 
History  of  the  first  year  of  King  Henry  IV.  which  is  in  fact 
nothing  more  than  an  history  of  the  deposing  King  Richard  II. 
The  displeasure  which  that  book  excited  at  court  sufficiently 
accounts  for  the  omitted  lines  not  being  inserted  in  the  copy  of 
this  play,  which  was  published  in  1602  *.  Hayward  was  hearily 
censured  in  the  Star  Chamber,  and  committed  to  prison.  In  1608, 
when  James  was  quietly  and  firmly  settled  on  the  throne,  and  the 
fear  of  internal  commotion,  or  foreign  inrasion,  no  longer  sub- 
sisted, neither  the  author,  the  managers  of  the  theatre,  nor  the 
bookseller,  could  entertain  any  apprehension  of  giving  offence  to 
the  soyereign;  the  rejected  scene  was  therefore  restored  without 
scruple,  and  from  some  playhouse  copy  probably  found  its  way 
to*  the  press  t.' 

Malone  places  the  date  of  its  composition  in  1593;  Mr.  Chal- 
mers in  1596.  The  plsy  was  first  entered  on  the  stationers'  books 
by  Andrew  Wise,  August  29, 1597 ;  and  there  were  four  quarto 
editions  published  during  the  life  of  Shakspeare,  viz.  in  1597, 
1598, 1608,  and  1615. 

This  play  may  be  considered  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of 
Shakspeare's  historical  dramas,  which  Schlegel  thinks  the  poet 
designed  to  form  one  great  whole, '  as  it  were  an  historical  heroic 
poem,  of  which. the  separate  plays  constitute  the  rhapsodies.' 


*  This  is  a  mistake  of  Mr.  Malone's,  there  is  no  quarto  copy 
of  the  date  of  1602,  he  probably  meant  the  edition  of  1598. 
t  Malone's  Chronology  of  Shakspeare's  plays. 
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PRELIMINARY  REMARKS.  3 

'  In  King  Richard  the  Second  the  poet  exhihitf  to  iu  a  noble 
kinglj  nature,  at  first  obscured  by  leritj  and  the  errors  of  un- 
bridled jouth,  and  afterwards  purified  bj  misfortone,  and  ren- 
dered more  highly  splendid  and  illnstrions.  When  he  has  lost 
the  leye  and  reverence  of  his  sabjeots,  and  is  on  Ihe  point  of 
losing  also  his  throne,  he  then  feels  with  painfol  inspiration  the 
eleyated  yocation  of  the  kinglj  dignitj,  and  its  prerogatires  over 
personal  merit  and  changeable  institutions.  When  the  earthly 
crown  has  fallen  from  off  his  head,  he  first  appears  as  a  king 
whose  innate  nobility  no  humiliation  can  annihilate.  This  is  fjslt 
by  a  poor  groom:  he  is  shocked  that  his  maitcrU  faroorite 
horse  shoold  haye  carried  the  prond  Bolingbroke  at  his  corona- 
tion; he  visits  the  captive  king  in  his  prison,  and  shames  the 
desertion  of  the  great.  The  political  history  of  the  deposition  is 
represented  with  extraordinary  knowledge  of  the  world  j — the 
ebb  of  fortune  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  swelling  tide  on  the  other, 
which  carries  every  thing  along  with  it,  while  Bolingbroke  acts  as 
a  king,  and  his  adherents  behave  towards  him  as  if  he  really  were 
so,  he  still  continues  to  give  oat  that  he  comes  with  an  armed 
band,  merely  for  the  sake  of  demanding  his  birthright  and  the 
removal  of  abuses.  The  usurpation  has  been  long  completed  be- 
fore the  word  is  pronounced,  and  the  thing  publicly  avowed. 
John  of  Gaunt  is  a  model  of  chivalrous  truth :  he  stands  there 
like  a  pillar  of  the  olden  time  which  he  had  outlived*.' 

This  drama  abounds  in  passages  of  eminent  poetical  beauty; 
among  which  every  reader  will  recollect  the  pathetic  description 
of  Richard's  entrance  into  London  with  Bolingbroke^  of  which 
Dryden  said  that '  he  knew  nothing  compilable  to  it  in  any  other 
lang^ge,'  John  of  Gaunt's  praise  of  England, 

*  Dear  for  her  reputation  through  the  world,' 

and  Mowbray's  complaint  at  being  banished  for  life. 

*  Schlegel's  Lectures  on  Dramatic  Literature,  vol.  ii,  p. 224. 
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PERSONS  REPRESENTED. 


King  Richard  the  Second. 

EokwD  (if  Lsnglej,  Duke  of  York,  >  u^u»totksKmr 
John  qf  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  J  ^^'^'  ^  ***  *"'^* 
Henry,  awmamed  Boungbroke,  Duke  of  Hereford,  jSoii 

to  John  of  Gaunt ;  qfUrwards  King  Henry  IV. 
Duke  of  Aumerle,  jSoii  to  the  Duke  of  York. 
Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
Duke  of  Surrey. 

Earl  of  Salisbury.     Earl  Berkley. 
Bushy,  "j 

Bagot,    >  Creatureg  to  King  Richard. 
Green,  j 

Earl  of  Northumberland. 
Henry  Percy,  Ms  Skm. 

Lord  Ross.    Lord  Willoughby.     Lord  Fitswater. 
Bishop  of  Carlisle.     Abbot  of  Westminster. 
Lord  Marshal ;  and  wwther  Lord. 
Sir  Pierce  of  Exton.    Sir  Stephen  Scroop. 
Captain  qfa  Band  ^f  WeUhmen, 

Queen  to  King  Richard. 
Duchess  of  Gloster. 
Duchess  of  York. 
Lady  attending  on  the  Queen, 

Lords,  Heralds,   Officers,  Soldiers,  two  Gardeners, 
'  Keeper,  Messenger,  Groom,  and  o^A^r  Attendants. 

SCENE,  disperaedly  in  England  and  Wales. 
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THE  UFB  AND  DSATH  OF 

KING  RICHARD  H. 


ACT  I. 

SCENE  I.     London.    A  Roam  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  KiJiQ  Richard,  attended:  John  o^Oaunt, 
and  other  Nobles,  with  him. 

King  Richard. 
Old  ^  John  of  Gannt,  time-hononr*d  Lancaster, 
Hast  thou,  according  to  thy  oath  and  hand^. 
Brought  hither  Henry  Hereford^  thy  hold  son; 
Here  to  make  good  the  boisterous  late  appeal, 

'  <  Old  John  of  Gaont,  Hme-hommr^d  LtqeMter.'  Our  anoesr 
tors,  in  their  estimate  of  old  age,  appear  to  have  reckoned  some- 
what differently  from  ns,  and  to  hare  considered  men  as  old  whom 
we  should  now  esteem  as  middle  aged.  With  them,  every  man 
that  had  passed  fifty  seems  to  have  heen  accounted  an  old  man, 
John  of  Gannt,  at  the  period  when  the  commencement  of  this  play 
is  laid  (1398),  was  only  fifty-eight  years  old  :  he  died  in  1399, 
aged  fifty-nine.  This  may  have  arisen  from  its  heing  customary 
u  former  times  to  enter  life  at  an  earlier  period  than  we  do  noM. 
Those  who  married  at  fifteen,  had  at  fifty  heen  masters  of  a  honse 
and  family  for  thirty-fire  years. 

'  When  these  pnhlic  challenges  were  accepted,  each  combatant 
fovnd  a  pledge  for  his  appearance  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 
Jkmd  and  bond  were  formerly  synonymoos. 

*  In  the  old  play,  and  in  Harding's  Chronicle,  Bolingbroke's 
title  is  written  Htrford  and  Harford,  This  was  the  pronnn- 
eiation  of  onr  poet's  time,  and  he  therefore  uses  this  word  as  a 
dissyllable. 
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6  KING  RICHARD  II.  ACT  I. 

Which  then  our  leit ure  would  not  let  us  hear. 
Against  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Thomas  Mowbray  ? 

Gaunt.  I  have,  my  liege. 

K.  Rich;  Tell  me  moreover,  hast  thou  sounded  him, 
If  he  appeal  the  duke  on  ancient  malice ; 
Or  worthily  as  a  good  subject  should. 
On  some  known  ground  of  treachery  in  him? 

Gaunt.  As  near  as  I  could  sift  him  on  that  argu- 
ment,— 
On  some  apparent  danger  seen  in  him, 
Aim'd  at  your  highness ;  no  inveterate  malice. 

K.  Rich.  Then  call  them  to  our  presence,  face  to 
face. 
And  frowning  brow  to  brow,  ourselves  wiU  hear 
The  accuser,  and  the  accused,  freely  speak : — 

[Exeunt  some  Attendants. 
High  stomach'd  are  they  both,  and  full  of  ire. 
In  rage  deaf  as  the  sea,  hasty  as  fire. 

Re-enter  Attendants,  with  Bolingbroke^  and 
Norfolk. 

Baling.  May  many  years  of  happy  days  befall 
My  gracious  sovereign,  my  most  loving  liege ! 

Nor.  Each  day  still  better  other's  happiness ; 
Until  the  heavens,  envying  earth's  good  hap» 
Add  an  immortal  title  to  your  crown ! 

K.  Rich.  We  thank  you  both :  yet  one  but  flat- 
ters us. 
As  well  appeareth  by  the  cause  you  come^ : 

*  Drayton  asserts  tbat  Henrj  Plantagenet,  the  eldest  son  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  was  not  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Bolingbroke 
till  after  he  had  assumed  the  crown.  He  is  called  earl  of  Here- 
ford by  the  old  historians,  and  was  somamed  Bolingbroke  from 
haying  been  bom  at  the  town  of  that  name  in  Lincolnshire,  about 
1366. 

*  i.  e.  *  by  the  cause  you  come  onJ  The  suppression  of  the 
preposition  has  been  shown  to  hare  been  frequent  with  Shak- 
speare. 
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SC.  I.  KINO  RICHARP  II.  7 

Namely » to  appeal  each  other  of  high  treason. — 
Cousin  of  Hereford^  what  dost  thou  object 
Against  the  Duke  of  Norfolk^  Thomas  Mowbray  ? 

Baling.  First,  (heaven  be  the  record  of  my  speech !) 
In  the  devotion  of  a  subject's  love, 
Tendering  the  precious  safety  of  my  prince. 
And  free  from  other  misbegotten  hate. 
Come  I  appellant  to  this  princely  presence. — 
Now,  Thomas  Mowbray,  do  I  turn  to  thee. 
And  mark  my  greeting  well;  for  what  I  speak. 
My  body  shall  make  good  upon  this  earth. 
Or  my  divine  soul  answer  it  in  heaven. 
Thou  art  a  traitor,  and  a  miscreant ; 
Too  good  to  be  so,  and  too  bad  to  live : 
Since,  the  more  fair  and  crystal  is  the  sky. 
The  uglier  seem  the  clouds  that  in  it  fly. 
Once  more,  the  more  to  aggravate  the  note. 
With  a  foul  traitor's  name  stuff  I  thy  throat; 
And  wish  (so  please  my  sovereign),  ere  I  inove. 
What  my  tongue  speaks,  my  right-drawn  sword ^ 
may  prove. 

Nor.  Let  not  my  cold  words  here  accuse  my  zeal : 
Tis  not  the  tdal  of  a  woman's  war. 
The  bitter  clamour  of  two  eager  tongues. 
Can  arbitrate  this  cause  betwixt  us  twain : 
The  blood  is  hdt  that  must  be  cool'd  for  this  : 
Yet  can  I  not  of  such  tame  patience  boast. 
As  to  be  hush'd,  and  nought  at  all  to  say  : 
First,  the  fair  reverence  of  your  highness  curbs  me 
From  giving  reins  and  spurs  to  my  free  speech ; 
Which  else  would  post,  until  it  had  retum'd 
These  terms  of  treason  doubled  down  his  throat. 
Setting  aside  his  high  blood's  royalty. 
And  let  him  be  no  kinsman  to  my  liege, 

•  My  right-dnticn  sword  is  my  sword  drawn  in  a  right  or  just 
eanse. 
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8  KING  BICHAmO  II.  ACT  I. 

I  do  defy  himp  and  I  spiL  at  him; 
Call  hini— a  alanderom  cowaid,  and  a  yiUain : 
Which  to  aaintain,  I  would  allow  him  odds; 
And  meet  him»  where  I  tied  to  run  a-foot 
Even  to  the  frozen  ridges  of  the  A^, 
Or  any  other  ground  inhabitable^ 
Where  ever  Englishman  durst  set  his  foot  '^ 
Mean  time,  let  this  defend  my  loyalty, — 
By  all  my  hopes,  most  falsely  doth  he  lie. 
Boimg.  Pale  trembling  coward,  tha:^  I  throw  my 

Disclaiming  here  the  kindred  of  the  king; 
And  lay  aside  my  high  blood's  royalty. 
Which  fear,  not  reyerence,  makes  th^  tq  except: 
If  guilty  dread  hath  left  thee  so  much  strength. 
As  to  take  up  mine  honour's  pawn,  then  stoop; 
By  that,  and  all  the  rites  of  knighthood  else. 
Will  I  make  good  against  thee,  arm  to  ann. 
What  I  have  spoke,  or  thou  canst  worse  devise. 

iVbr.  I  take  it  up ;  and,  by  that  sword  I  swear. 
Which  gently  lay'd  my  knighthood  on  my  shoulder, 
111  answer  thee  in  any  fair  degree. 
Or  chivalrous  design  of  knightly  trial ; 
And,  when  I  mount,  alive  may  I  not  light. 
If  I  be  traitor,  or  ui\|ustly  fight ! 

K.  Rich.  What  doth  our  cousin  lay  to  Mowbray's 
charge? 
It  must  be  great,  that  can  inherit  °  us 
So  much  as  of  a  thought  of  ill  in  him. 

Bolwg.  Look,  what  I  speak  my  life  shall  prove 
it  true  ;— 

7  i.  e.  uninhabitable. 

^  To  inherit,  in  the  language  of  Shakspeare,  is  to  possess  .*— 

/ Snch  delight 

Among  ^esh  female  bads  shall  yon  this  night 
Inherii  at  mj  boose/ — Romeo  and  JuUet,  Act  i.  Sc.  2. 
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That  Mowbray  hath  received  eight  thousand  nobles. 
In  name  of  lendings  for  your  highness'  soldiers; 
The  which  he  hath  detain'd  for  lewd^  employments. 
Like  a  false  traitor,  and  iiyurious  Villain. 
Besides  I  say,  and  will  in  battle  prove, — 
Or  here,  or  elsewhere,  to  the  furthest  verge 
That  ever  was  survey'd  by  English  eye, — 
That  all  the  treasons  for  these  eighteen  years 
Complotted  and  contrived  in  thb  land, 
Petch  from  false  Mowbray  their  first  head  and  spring. 
Further  I  say,— and  further  will  maintain 
Upon  his  bad  Ufe,  to  make  all  this  good, — 
That  he  did  plot  the  duke  of  Gloster's  death  ^O; 
Suggest ^^  his  soon-beheving  adversaries; 
And,  consequently,  like  a  traitor  coward, 
Sluic'd  outhis  innocent  soul  through  streams  of  blood ; 
Which  blood,  like  sacrificing  Abel's,  cries. 
Even  from  the  tongueless  caverns  of  the  earth. 
To  me  for  justice,  and  rough  chastisement; 
And  by  the  glorious  worth  of  my  descent, 
This  arm  shall  do  it,  or  this  life  be  spent. 

K,  Rick.  How  high  a  pitch  his  resofution  soars ! — 
Hiomas  of  Norfolk,  what  say'st  thou  to  this  ? 

Ncr.  O,  let  my  sovereign  turn  away  his  face. 
And  bid  his  ears  a  little  while  be  deaf. 
Tin  I  have  told  this  slander  of  his  blood  ^^, 
How  God,  and  good  men,  hate  so  foul  a  liar. 

K.  Rich.  Mowbray,  impartial  are  our  eyes,  and 
ears: 
Were  he  my  brother,  nay,  my  kingdom's  heir 

'  Lewd  formerly  signified  hntmah,  ungracious,  naughty,  idle, 
betide  iu  now  general  acceptation.  Vide  note  on  Much  Ado 
•boot  Noddng,  Act  y.  Sc.  1.    Vol.  ii.  p.  206. 

**  Thomas  of  Woodstock,  the  yonngest  son  of  Edward  III.  who 
was  nrardered  at  Calais  in  1397.    See  Froissart,  chap,  coxxvi. 

^  i.  e.  prompt  them,  set  them  on  by  injoribas  hints. 

^  Reproach  to  his  ancestry. 
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(As  he  is  but  ny  ftHier's  brothei^s  scm). 
Now  by  my  sceptre's  awe  I  make  a  tow, 
Such  neighbour  nearness  to  our  sacred  blood 
Should  nothing  privilege  him,  nor  partiali2e' 
The  unstooping  firmness  of  my  upright  soul ; 
He  is  our  subject,  Mowbray,  so  art  tiiou; 
Free  speech,  and  fearless,  I  to  thee  allow. 

Nw.  Then,  Bolingbroke,  as  low  as  to  thy  heart. 
Through  the  false  passage  of  thy  throat,  thou  liest ! 
Three  parts  of  that  receipt  I  had  for  Calais, 
Disbursed  I  duly  to  his  highness'  soldiers : 
The  other  part  reserv'd  I  by  consent ; 
For  that  my  sovereign  liege  was  in  my  debt. 
Upon  remainder  of  a  dear  account. 
Since  last  I  went  to  France  to  fetch  his  queen  ^^ : 

Now  swsdlow  down  that  lie. For  Gloster's 

death, 

I  slew  him  not;  but  to  my  own  disgrace. 
Neglected  my  8W<urn  duty  in  that  case. — 
For  you,  my  noble  lord  of  Lancaster, 
The  honourable  father  to  my  foe, 
Once  did  I  lay  in  ambush  for  your  life, 
A  trespass  that  doth  vex  my  grieved  soul : 
But,  ere  I  last  receiv'd  the  sacrament, 
I  did  confess  it :  and  exactly  begg'd 
Your  grace's  pardon,  and,  I  hope,  I  had  it. 
This  is  my  fault :  As  for  the  rest  appeal'd  ^^, 
It  issues  from  the  rancour  of  a  villain, 

>'  The  doke  of  Norfolk  was  joined  in  commission  with  Edwud 
earl  of  Rutland  (the  Aomerle  of  this  play)  to  go  to  France  in  the 
year  1396,  to  demand  in  marriage  Isabel,  eldest  daughter  of 
Charles  YI.  then  between  seren  and  eight  years  of  age.  Riohiud 
was  married  to  his  yonng  consort  in  Noyember  1396,  at  Calais ; 
his  first  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Charles  IV.  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, died  at  Shene  on  Whit  Sunday,  1394.  His  marriage  with 
Isabdla  was  merely  political,  it  was  accompanied  with  an  agree- 
ment for  a  truce  between  France  and  England  for  thirty  years. 

>«  Charged. 
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A  recreait  and  most  degeoerate  traitor: 
Which  in  myself  I  boldly  will  defend; 
And  interchangeably  huri  down  my  gage 
Upon  this  overweening  ^^  traitor's  foot, 
To  prove  mysetf  a  loyal  gentleman 
Even  in  the  best  Mood  chanber'd  in  his  bosom : 
In  haste  whereof  »  most  heartily  I  pray 
Your  highness  to  assign  our  trial  day« 

K.JUeh.  Wrath-kindled  gentlemen,beniN  by  lie : 
Lef  s  purge. this  chder  without  lettmg  blood : 
This  we  prescribe,  though  no  physician  ^^; 
Deep  malice  makes  too  deep  incision : 
Forget,  forgive ;  conclude,  and  be  agreed ; 
Our  doctors  say,  this  is  no  ^me  to  bleed. — 
Good  uncle,  let  this  end  where  it  begun ; 
We'll  cahn  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  you  your  son. 

Croumt.  To  be  a  make^peace  shall  become  my  age : 
Throw  down,  my  son,  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  gage. 

K.  Rich.  And,  Norfolk,  throw  down  his. 

Gaunt.  When,  Harry?  when ^^ 7 

Ohedience  bids,  I  should  not  Hd  again. 

K.  Rick.  Norfolk,  throw  down ;  we  bid ;  there 
is  no  boot  *®. 

Nor.  Myself  I  throw,  dread  sovereign,  at  thy  foot : 
Hy  life  thou  shalt  command,  bat  not  my  shame : 
The  one  my  duty  owes ;  but  my  fair  name 
(Despite  of  dea^,  that  lives  upon  my  grave  ^^, 
To  dark  dishonour's  use  thou  shalt  not  have. 

"  Arrogant. 

**  Pope  thoaght  that  some  of  tbe  rhyming  rerses  in  this  play 
were  not  from  the  hand  of  Shakspeare. 

*^  This  abrupt  eliptieal  exclamation  of  impatience  is  again  nsed 
ia  the  Taming  of  a  Shrew : — *  Why  when,  I  say !  Nay,  good  sweet 
Kate,  be  merry.'  It  appears  to  be  eqaivalent  to  '  wiien  will  snch 
a  thing  be  done?' 

**  '  There  is  no  boot,*  or  it  booteth  Jkot,  is  as  much  as  to  say 
'  there  is  no  help^*  resbtance  wonld  be  rain,  or  proJUhm, 

^  i.  e.  my  name  that  lives  on  my  graye  in  despite  of  death. 
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I  am  disgrac'd,  impeach'd,  and  bafiled^^  here ; 
Pierc'd  to  the  soul  with  slander^s  yeDom'd  spear; 
The  which  no  bakn  can  cure,  but  his  heart-blood   . 
Which  breath'd  this  poison. 

K.  Rich.  Rage  must  be  withstood : . 

Give  me  his  gage: — lions  make  leopards ^^  tame. 

Nor.  Yea,  but  not  change  their  ^^  spots :  take  but 
my  shame, 
And  I  resign  my  gage.     My  dear,  dear  lord. 
The  purest  treasure  mortal  times  afford. 
Is — spotless  reputation ;  that  away. 
Men  are  but  gUded  loam,  or  painted  play. 
A  jewel  in  a  ten  times  bair'd  up  chest 
Is — a  bold  spirit  in  a  loyal  breast 
Mine  honour  is  my  life ;  both  grow  in  one ; 
Take  honour  from  me,  and  my  life  is  done  : 
Then,  dear  my  liege,  mine  honour  let  me  try ; 
In  that  I  live,  and  for  that  will  I  die. 

K.Rich.  Cousin,  throw  down  your  gage;  do  you 
begin. 

Baling.  O,  God  defend  my  soul  from  such  foul  sin ! 
Shall  I  seem  crest-fallen  in  my  father*s  sight  ? 
Or  with  pale  beggar-fear  impeach  my  height 
Before  this  outdar'd  dastard !  Ere  my  tongue 
Shall  wound  mine  honour  with  such  feeble  wrong. 
Or  sound  so  base  a  parle,  my  teeth  shall  tear 
The  slavish  motive  of  recanting  fear; 
And  spit  it  bleeding  in  his  high  disgrace. 
Where  shame  doth  harbour,  even  in  Mowbray's  face. 

[Exit  Gaunt. 

^  Baffled  in  this  place  signifies  '  abased,  reviled,  reproached 
in  base  terms ;'  which  was  the  ancient  signification  of  Uie  word, 
as  well  as  to  deceive  or  circumvent.  Vide  Cotgrave  in  v.  Baf- 
fouer.    See  also  a  note  on  King  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  Act  i.  Sc.  2. 

^^  There  is  an  allosion  here  to  the  crest  of  Norfolk,  which  was 
a  golden  leopard. 

^  The  old  copies  have  '  kit  spots.*  The  alteration  was  made 
bj  Pope. 
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K,  Rick^  We  were  not  bom  to  sue,  but  to  com- 
mand: 
Which  since  we  cannot  do  to  make  you  friends^ 
Be  ready,  as  your  lives  shall  answer  it, 
At  Coventry,  upon  Saint  Lambert's  day ; 
There  shall  your  swords  and  lances  arbitrate 
The  swelling  difference' of  your  settled  hate ; 
Since  we  cannot  atone ^  you,  we  shall  see 
Justice  design^  the  victor's  chivalry. — 
Lord  Marshal,  command  our  officers  at  arms 
Be  ready  to  direct  these  home-alarms.         [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.     Uie  same. 
A  Roam  in  the  Duke  of  Lancaster's  Palace. 

Enter  Gaunt,  and  Duchess  of  Gloster  ^ 

Gaunt.  Alas !  the  part^  I  had  in  Gloster's  blood 
Both  more  solicit  me,  than  your  exclaims. 
To  stir  against  the  butchers  of  his  life. 
But  since  correction  lieth  in  those  hands. 
Which  made  the  fault  that  we  caimot  correct, 
Put  we  our  quarrel  to  the  will  of  heaven ; 
Who  when  he  sees  ^  the  hours  ripe  on  earth. 
Will  rain  hot  vengeance  on  offenders'  heads. 

^  i.  e.  make  them  friends, '  to  make  agreement  or  atonement^ 
to  reconcile  them  to  each  other.  Ad  conoordiam  addacere.  Lai. 
Hettre  d'accord.  Fr.*    Baret 

^*  To  design  is  to  mark  out,  to  show  by  a  token.  It  is  the  sensb 
of  the  Latin  designo.  I  may  here  take  occasion  to  remark  that 
8hakspeare*s  learning  appears  to  me  to  have  been  underrated ; 
it  is  almost  always  eyident  in  his  choice  of  expressive  terms  de- 
ityed  from  the  Latin,  and  used  in  their  original  sense.  The  pro- 
{nriety  of  this  expression  here  will  be  obyions,  when  we  recollect 
tkat  designator  was  '  a  marshed,  a  master  of  the  play  or  prize,  who 
appointed  eyery  one  his  place,  and  adjudged  the  yictory.' 

*  llie  dachess  of  Gloster  was  Eleanor  Bohnn,  widow  of  Dnke 
Thomas,  son  of  Edward  III. 

'  i.  e.  my  relationship  of  consanguinity  to  Gloster. 

•  The  old  copy  erroneously  reads  *  who  when  theg  see.* 
VOL.  v.  C 
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Dueh.  Rnds  brotherhood  in  thee  no  shiuper  spur? 
Hath  love  in  thy  old  blood  no  lining  fii^e? 
Edward's  seven  sons,  whereof  thyself  art  one» 
Were  as  seven  phkls  of  his  sacred  blood, 
Or  seven  fair  branches  sprioging  from  one  root: 
Some  of  those  seven  are  dried  by  nature's  course. 
Some  of  those  brancl^s  by  the  destinies  cut : 
But  Thomas^  my  dear  lord,  my  life,  my  Gloster, — 
One  phial  fiill  df  Edward's  sacred  blooid. 
One  flourislung  branch  of  his  most  royal  root, — 
.Is  crack'dy  ahd  all  the  precious  li^pior  spilt ; 
Is  hack'd  down,  and  his  summer  leaves  all  faded. 
By  envy's  hand,  and  murder's  bloody  axe. 
Ah,  Gaunt !  his  blood  was  thine ;  that  bed,  that  womb, 
That  mettle,  that  self-mould,  that  fashion'd  thee. 
Made  him  a  man ;  and  dioagh  thou  liv'st,  and  breath's! 
Yet  art  thou  slain  in  him :  thou  dost  consent* 
In  some  large  measure  to  thy  father's  death. 
In  that  thou  seest  thy  wretched  brother  die. 
Who  was  the  model  of  thy  father's  life. 
Call  it  not  patience,  Gktunt,  it  is  despair: 
In  suffering  thus  thy  brother  to  be  slaughter'd. 
Thou  show^st  the  naked  pathway  to  thy  Ufe, 
Teaching  stem  murder  how  to  butdier  thee: 
That  which  in  mean  men  we  entitle — patience. 
Is  pale  cold  cowardice  in  noble  breasts. 
What  shall  I  say  ?  to  safeguard  thine  own  Me, 
The  best  way  is — ^to  'venge  my  Gloster's  dea^. 

Gaunt.   Heaven's  is  Ae  quarrel;   for  heaven's 
substitute, 
His  deputy  anointed  in  his  sight. 
Hath  caus'd  his  death;  the  which  if  wrongfully. 
Let  heaven  revenge ;  for  I  may  never  lift 
An  angry  arm  against  his  minister. 

i.  e.  assest ;  oonaetU  is  often  used  bj  the  poet  for  accord,  agree- 
ment. 
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2)iic&.  Wbere  thea,  aks !  may  I  oomplain  myBelf  ^  t 
Gmmi.  To  hearen,  tke  widow^s  champion  and 


Duck  Why  thea,  I  wiU.   Farowell,  old  Gaunt. 
Thou  go'st  to  Coveptiy,  there  to  behold 
Our  coiisia  Hereford  and  &11  Mowbray  fight : 
0,  sit  my  husband's  wrongs  on  Hereford's  spear. 
That  it  may  enter  butcher  Mowbray's  breast ! 
Or,  if  misfortune  miss  the  first  career. 
Be  Howbray^s  sins  so  heavy  in  his  bosom. 
That  they  may  break  his  fbaming  courser's  back, 
And  throw  the  rider  headlong  in  the  lists, 
A  caitiff  recreant  to  my  cousin  Hereford ! 
Farewell,  old  Gaunt ;  thy.  sometime  brother's  wife, 
W^  her  oon^fianion  grief  must  end  her  life. 

Gaunt.  Sister,  farewell:  I  must  to  Coventry: 
As  much  good  stay  wiHi  thee,  as  go  with  me ! 

Ihtch,    Yet  one  word  more;^ — Grief  boundeth 
where  it  falls. 
Not  with  the  empty  hoUowness,  but  weight: 
I  take  my  leave  before  I  have  begun ; 
For  sorrow  ends  not  when  it  seemeth  done. 
Commend  me  to  my  brother,  Edmund  York. 
Lo,  ihb  is  all : — Nay,  yet  depart  not  so : 
Thoo^  this  be  all,  do  not  so  quickly  go ; 
I  shall  remember  more.     Bid  him — O,  what? — 
^ith  all  good  speed  at  Flashy  ^  visit  me. 
Alack,  and  what  shall  good  old  York  there  see. 
But  empty  lodgings  and  unfumish'd  walls  ^, 

'  To  am^lam  is  commonly  a  rerb  neuter;  bat  it  is  here  nsed 
M  •  Terb  active.  It  is  a  literal  translation  of  the  old  French 
pttnue^iM  con^^lakubre;  and  is  not  peenliar  to  Shakspeare. 

'  Her  house  in  Essex. 

^  la  our  aneient  castles  the  naked  stone  walls  were  only  co- 
▼«wd  with  tapestry  or  arras,  hung  upon  tenteriiooks,  fkom  which 
^  wtt  easily  taken  down  on  erery  remoyal  of  the  family.  (See 
^  Preface  to  Hie  Northumbedand  Household  Book,  by  Dr. 
P^y.)  The  afices  of  our  old  English  mansions  were  the  rooms 
deiigned  for  keeping  the  yarious  stores  of  piOTisions,  bread, 
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Unpeopled  offices,  untrodden  stones  ? 

And  what  cheer  there  for  welcome,  but  my  groans  ? 

Therefore  commend  me;  let  him  not  come  there. 

To  seek  out  sorrow,  that  dwells  every  where : 

Desolate,  desolate,  will. I  hence,  and  die; 

The  last  leave  of  thee  takes  my  weeping  eye. 

[Exeunt, 

SCENE  III. 

Gosford  Green,  near  Coventry.    Ligts  get  out,  and 
a  Throne.     Heralds,  ^.  attending. 

Enter  the  Lord  Marshal,  and  Aumerle^ 

Mar.  My  lord  Aumerle,  is  Harry  Hereford  arm'd  ? 

Aum.  Yea,  at  all  points:  and  longs  to  enter  in. 

Mar.  The  duke  of  Norfolk,  sprightfiilly  and  bold. 
Stays  but  the  summons  of  the  appellant's  trumpet. 

Aum.  Why  then,  the  champions  are  prepared,  and 
stay 
For  nothing  but  his  majesty's  approach. 

wine,  «le,  &c.  and  for  culinary  purposes.  Thej  were  alwajff 
situate  within  the  house,  on  the  grround-floor  (for  there  were  no 
subterraneous  rooms  till  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.),  and  nearly  adjoinii^g  each  other.  When  dinner  had 
been  set  on  the  board  bj  tiie  sewers,  the  proper  officers  attended 
in  each  of  these  offices/  Sometimes,  on  occasions  of  great  festi- 
yitj,  these  offices  were  all  thrown  open,  and  unlimited  licence 
given  to  all  comers  to  eat  and  drink  at  their  pleasure.  The 
duchess  therefore  laments  that,  in  consequence  of  the  murder  of 
her  husband,  all  the  hospitality  of  plenty  is  at  an  end ;  <  the  walls 
are  unfurnished,  the  lodging  rooms  empty,  and  the  ofices  unpeo« 
pled.  All  is  solitude  and  sUence;  her- groans  are  the  only  cheer 
that  her  guests  can  expect.' 

>  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  Earl  Marshal  of  England;  but 
being  himself  one  of  the  combatants,  the  duke  of  Surrey  (Thomas 
Holland)  officiated.  Shakspeare  has  made  a  slight  mistake  by 
introducing  that  nobleman  as  a  distinct  person  from  the  marshal 
in  the  present  drama.  Edward  duke  of  Awmerh  (so  created  by 
his  cousin-german  Richard  II.  in  1397,  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Edward  duke  of  York,  fifth  son  of  Edward  HI.  officiated  as 
high  constable  at  the  lists  of  Coyentry.  He  was  killed  at  the^ 
battle  of  Agineourt,  in  1415. 
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Fhmruk  of  IVicfi^pe^.  EwUr  King  Richard, 
who  takes  ki»  seat  m  his  ThroM;  Gaunt,  and 
several  Nohl^men,  wImi  take  their  places.  A 
Trumpet  is  amnded,  ai^  answered  by  anther 
Trumpet  within.  Then  enter  Norfolk  in  ar- 
mour, preceded  by  a  Herald. 

K.  Rich.  Marshal,  demand  of  yonder  champion 
The  cause  of  his  arrival  here  in  arms : 
Ask  him  his  name ;  and  orderly  proceed 
To  swear  him  in  the  justice  of  his  cause. 

Mar.   In  God's  name,  and  the  king's,  say  who 
thou  art. 
And  why  thou  com'st,  thus  knightly  clad  in  arms : 
Against  what  man  thou  com'st,  and  what  thy  quarrel : 
Speak  truly,  on  thy  knighthood,  and  thy  oa& ; 
As  so'defend  thee  heaven,  and  thy  valour ! 

Nor.   My  name  is  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of 
Norfolk*; 
Who  hither  come  engaged  by  my  oath, 
(Which  heaven  defend,  a  knight  should  violate !) 
Both  to  defend  my  loyalty  and  truth. 
To  God,  my  king,  and  my  '  succeeding  issue. 
Against  the  duke  of  Hereford  that  appeals  me ; 
And,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  this  mine  arm. 
To  prove  him,  in  defen4ing  of  myself, 
A  traitor  to  my  God,  tny  king,  and  me : 
And,  as  I  truly  fight,  defend  me  heaven ! 

[He  takes  his  seat. 

*  The  duke  of  Hereford,  being  the  appellant,  entered  the  listf 
fint,  according  to  the  historians. 

*  *  His  succeeding  issae'  is  the  readbg  of  the  first  folio :  the 
quartos  all  read  my. 
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Trumpet  sounds.    Enter  Bolingbroke^  in 
armour;  preceded  by  a  Herald. 

K,  Rich.  Marshal,  ask  yonder  knight  in  arms. 
Both  who  he  is,  and  why  he  cometh  hither 
Thus  plated  in  habihments  of  war ; 
And  formally  according  to  our  law 
Depose  him  in  the  justice  of  his  cause. 

Mar.  What  is  thy  name?  and  wherefore  com'st 
thou  hither, 
Before  King  Richard,  in  his  royal  lists? 
Against  whom  comest  thou ;  and  what's  thy  quarrel  ? 
Speak  like  a  true  knight,  so  defend  thee  heaven ! 

Bolinff.  Harry  of  Hereford,  Lancaster,  and  Derby, 
Am  I ;  who  ready  here  do  stand  in  arms. 
To  prove,  by  heaven's  grace,  and  my  body's  valour. 
In  lists,  on  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk, 
That  he's  a  traitor,  foul  and  dangerous. 
To  God  of  heaven.  King  Richard,  and  to  me ; 
And,  as  I  truly  fight,  defend  me  heaven ! 

Mar.  On  pain  of  death,  no  person  be  so  bold. 
Or  daring-hardy,  as  to  touch  the  lists ; 
Except  the  marshal,  and  such  officers 
Appointed  to  direct  these  fair  designs. 

Boling.  Lord  marshal,  let  me  kiss  my  sovereign's 
hand. 
And  bow  my  knee  before  his  majesty : 
For  Mowbray,  and  myself,  are  like  two  mea 
That  vow  a  long  and  weary  pilgrimage; 
Then  let  us  take  a  ceremonious  leave. 
And  loving  farewell,  of  our  several  friends. 

Mar.  The  appellant  in  all  duty  greets  your  high^ 
ness, 
And  craves  to  kbs  your  hand,  and  take  his  leave. 

K.Rich.  We  will  descend,  and  fold  him  in  our  arms. 
Cousin  of  Hereford,  as  thy  cause  is  right, 
So  be  thy  fortune  in  this  royal  fight ! 
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Farewell^  my  blood ;  which  if  to-day  thou  shed, 
Lament  we  may,  but  not  revenge  thee  dead. 

Boling.  O,  let  no  noble  eye  profane  a  tear 
For  me,  if  I  be  gored  with  Mowbray's  spear ; 
As  confident,  as  is  the  falcon's  flight 
Against  a  bird,  do  I  with  Mowbra^  fight. — — 
My  loving  lord  [To  Lord  Marshal],  I  take  my  leave 

of  you; — 
Of  you,  my  noble  cousin.  Lord  Aumerle ; — 
Not  sick,  although  I  have  to  do  with  death ; 
But  lusty,  young,  and  cheerly  drawing  breath. 
Lo,  as  at  English  feasts,  so  I  regreet 
The  daintiest  last,  to  make  the  end  most  sweet : 
O  thou,  the  earthly  author  of  my  blood, — 

[To  Gaunt. 
Whose  youthful  spirit,  in  me  regenerate. 
Doth  with  a  twofold  vigour  lift  me  up 
To  reach  at  victory  above  my  head, — 
Add  proof  unto  mine  armour  with  thy  prayers ; 
And  vrith  thy  blessings  steel  my  lance's  point. 
That  it  may  enter  Mowbray's  waxen  coat. 
And  furbish  new  the  name  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
Even  in  the  lusty  'haviour  of  his  son. 

Gavnt.   Heaven  in  thy  good  cause  make  thee 
prosperous ! 
Be  swift  like  lightning  in  the  execution ; 
And  let  thy  blows,  doubly  redoubled. 
Fall  like  amazing  thunder  on  the  casque 
Of  thy  adverse  pernicious  enemy : 
B;Ouse  up  thy  youthful  blood,  be  valiant  and  live. 

Boling.  Mine  innocency,  and  Saint  George  to 
thrive !  [He  takes  his  seat. 

Nor.  [RisingJ]  However  heaven,  or  fortune,  cast 
my  lot, 
There  lives  or  dies,  true  to  King  Richard's  throne, 
A  loyal,  just,  and  upright  gentleman : 
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Never  did  enptiye  with  a  freer  beajrt 
Cast  off  his  chains  of  bondage,  and  embrace 
His  golden  uncontroU'd  enfranchis^nent. 
More  than  my  dancing  soul  doth  celebrate 
This  feast  of  battle  Mdjth  mine  adyersary. — 
Most  mighty  liege, — ^and  my  companion  peeni, — 
Take  from  my  mouth  the  wish  of  happy  years : 
As  gentle  and  as  jocund,  as  to  jest  ^^ 
Go  I  to  fight;  Truth  hath  a  quiet  breast. 

K,  Rich.  Farewell,  my  lord :  securely  I  espy 

Virtue  with  valour  couched  in  thine  eye. 

Order  the  trial,  marshal,  and  begin. 

[The  King  ajid  the  Lords  return  to  their  seats. 

Mar.  Harry  of  Hereford,  Lancaster,  and  Derby, 
Receive  thy  lance;  and  God  defend  the  right! 

Baling.  [Ridng.]  Strong  as  a  tower  in  hope,  I 
cry — amen. 

Mar.  Go  bear  this  lance  [Toon Officer]  to  Tho- 
mas duke  of  Norfolk* 

1  Her.  Harry  of  Hereford,  Lancaat^,  and  Derby, 
Stands  here  for  God,  his  sovereign,  and  himself^ 
On  pain  to  be  found  false  and  recreant. 

To  prove  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  Thomas  Mowbray, 
A  traitor  to  his  God,  his  king,  and  him. 
And  dares  him  to  set  forward  to  the  fight 

2  Her.  Here  standeth  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke 

of  Norfolk, 
On  pain  to  be  found  false  and  recreant. 
Both  to  defend  himself,  and  to  approve 
Henry  of  Hereford,  Lancaster,  and  Derby, 
To  God,  his  sovereign,  and  to  him,  disloyd; 

*  To  jest,  in  old  langpaage,  sometimes  sonified  to  plojf  a  part 

in  a  masqite.    Thus  in  Hieronjmo : — 

'  He  promised  ns,  in  honoor  of  onr  gaest. 

To  grace  oar  banquet  with  some  pompous  jMf.' 

And  accordingly  a  masqne  is  performed. 
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Courageously,  and  with  a  free  desire^ 
Attending  but  the  signal  to  begin. 

Mot.  Sound,  trumpets;  and  set  forward,  com- 
batants, [il  Charge  Munded, 
Stay,  the  king  hath  thrown  his  warder^  down. 

K.  Rick,  Let  them  lay  by  then*  helmets  and  their 
spears. 
And  boUi  return  back  to  their  chairs  again : 
Withdraw  with  us : — and  let  the  trumpets  sound. 
While  we  return  these  dukes  what  we  decree. — 

[A  long  flourish. 
Draw: near,  [To  the  Combatants, 

And  list,  what  with  our  council  we  have  done. 
For  that  our  kingdom's  earth  should  not  be  soiPd 
WiUi  diat  dear  blood  which  it  hath  foster'd ; 
And  for  our  eyes  do  hate  the  dire  aspect 
Of  civil  ^  wounds  plough'd  up  with  neighbours' 

swords; 
[And  for  we  think  the  eagle-winged  pride 
Of  sky-aspiring  and  ambitious  thoughts. 
With  rival-hating  envy,  set  you  on 
To  wake  our  peace,  which  in  our  country's  cradle 
Draws  the  sweet  infant  breath  of  gentle  sleep''' ;] 
Which  so  rous'd  up  with  boisterous  untun'd  drums. 
With  harsh  resounding  trumpets'  dreadful  bray. 
And  grating  shock  of  wrathful  iron  arms. 
Might  from  our  quiet  confines  fright  fair  peace. 
And  make  us  wade  even  in  our  kindred's  blood ; — 

'  A  toarder  was  a  kind  of  truncheon  or  staff  carried  bj  persons 
who  presided  at  these  single  combats ;  the  throwing  down  of 
which  seems  to  haye  been  a  solemn  act  of  prohibition  to  stay 
proceedings.  A  different  moyement  of  the  warder  had  an  oppo- 
site effect.  In  Drayton's  Battle  of  Aginconrt,  Erpingham  is 
f^resented  throwing  it  up  as  a  signal  for  a  charge. 

•  CapeFs  copy  of  the  qnarto  edition  of  this  play  reads  '  Of 
end  woonds/  &o.  Malone's  copy  of  the  same  edition,  and  all 
the  other  editions  read  '  Of  cttnl  wounds/  &c. 

'  The  fire  lines  in  brackets  are  omitted  in  the  folio. 
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Therefore,  we  banish  you  oiur  territories: 

Yoih,  cousin  Hereford,  upon  pain  of  death. 
Till  twice  five  sununers  have  enrich*d  our  fiekb. 
Shall  not  regr^et  our  fair  dominions, 
But  tread  the  stranger  paths  of  banbhmeat. 

Bolmg.  Your  wUl  be  done :  Tlus  must  my  com- 
fort be, 

That  sun,  that  warms  you  here,  diall  shine  on  one; 
And  thos6  his  golden  beams,  to  you  here  lent. 
Shall  point  on  me,  and  gild  my  baniahraent. 

K,  Rich.  Norfolk,  for  thee  remains  aheavier  doom, 
Which  I  with  some  unwillingness  pronounce: 
The  fly-slow^  hours  shall  not  determmate 
The  dateless  limit  of  thy  dear  exile; — 
The  hopeless  word^  of-— never  tp  return 
Breathe  I  against  thee,  upon  pain  of  life.     . 

Nor,  A  heavy  sentence,  my  most  sovereign  liege, 
And  all  unlook'd  for  from  your  highneas'  mouth : 
A  dearer  merit ^^;  not  so  deep  a  maim 

^  The  old  copies  read  *  sfy^hw  hours.'  Pope  reads  *Jly-*Um 
hours/  which  has  heen  admitted  into  the  text,  and  conveys  an 
image  highly  heantifnl  and  jnst.  tt  is  howeyer  remarkable  that 
Pope,  in  the  foarth  hook  of  his  Essay  on  Man,  t.  226,  has  eMi- 
ployed  the  epithet  which,  in  the  present  instance,  he  has  r&* 
jeoted : — 

*  All  sUf-thuo  things  with  circnmspeotiye  eyes.' 
'  Word,  for  setiUnce ;  any  short  phrase  was  called  %  word* 
Thus  Ascham,  in  a  Letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth^  '  Sayin^e  that 
one  nnpleasaunte  word  in  that  Patent,  called  "  During^  pleasure" 
tamed  me  after  to  g^reat  displeasure.' — Conway  Pt^pers. 
,  *®  As  Shakspeare  nsed  merit,  in  this  place,  in  the  sense  of  r»- 
ward,  he  frequently  uses  the  word  meed,  which  properly  signifies 
reward,  to  express  merit.    Thus  in  Timon  of  Athens : — 

* no  meed  hut  he  repays 

Seyenfold  above  itself.' 
And  in  the  Third  Part  of  King  Henry  VI.:— 

'  We  are  the  sons  of  braye  Plantagenet, 
Each  one  already  blazing  by  our  meedtJ 
Again,  in  the  same  play.  King  Henry  says : — 

*  That's  not  my  fear,  my  meed  hath  got  me  fame.' 
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As  to  be  €i8Mil  (otik  in  the  common  air, 

Have  I  deserred  at  your  highness'  hand. 

The  language  I  have  leara'd  these  forty  years, 

My  natire  English,  now  I  must  forego : 

And  now  my  tongue's  use  is  to  me  no  more, 

Than  an  unstringed  viol  or  a  harp : 

Or  like  a  cunniBg  instrument  cas'd  up. 

Or,  being  open,  put  into  his  hands 

That  knows  no  touch  to  tune  the  harmony. 

Withm  my  mouth  you  have  engaol'd  my  tongue. 

Doubly  portcuUis*d,  with  my  teeth,  and  hpis ; 

And  dull,  uitfeding,  barren  ignorance 

Is  made  my  gaoler  to  attend  on  me. 

I  am  too  old  to  fa¥m  U|[k»  a  nurse. 

Too  far  in  years  to  be  a  pupil  now ; 

What  is  thy  sentence  then,  but  speechless  death. 

Which  robs  my  toi^ue  from  breaidiing  native  breath  ? 

K,  Rich.  It  bootis  thee  not  to  be  compassionate  ^^ ; 
After  our  sentence  plaming  comes  too  late. 

Nor.  Then  thus  I  turn  me  from  my  country's  light. 
To  dwell  in  soknm  shades  of  endless  night. 

[Retirmg. 

K.  Rich.  E;etum  again,  and  take  an  oath  with  thee. 
Lay  on  our  royal  sword  your  banished  hands ; 
Swear  by  the  duty  that  you  owe  to  heaven 
(Our  part  therein  we  banish  with  yourselves), 
To  keep  the  oath  that  we  adininister : — 
You  never  shall  (so  help  you  truth  and  heaven !) 

"  Compagsionate  is  apparently  here  used  in  the  sense  of  corn- 
j^ntmg,  plamtwe.;  but  no  other  instance  of  the  word  in  this 
sense  has  occurred  to  the  commentators.  May  it  not  be  an  error 
of  the  press,  for  *  so  passionate?*  which  would  give  the  required 
meaning  to  the  passage;  passionate  being  frequently  used  for  to 
express  passion  or  grief,  to  c6n^lain,  *  Now  leare  we  this  amo- 
>t>as  hermit  to  passionate  andp/c^ne  his  misfortune.' — Palace  of 
PUasmre,  yol.  ii.  U.  5. 

*  And  cannot  passionate  our  tenfold  griefs.' 

Tit.  Andton.  Act  iii.  So.  2. 


,y  Google 


24  KING  RICHARD  II.  ACT  I. 

Embrace  each  other's  love  in  banbhnieiit ; 

Nor  never  look  upon  each  other's  face; 

Nor  never  write,  regreet,  nor  reconcile 

This  lowering  tempest  of  your  home-bred  hate ; 

Nor  never  by  advised  ^^  purpose  meet. 

To  plot,  contrive,  or  complot  any  ill, 

'Gainst  us,  our  state,  our  subjects,  or  our  land. 

Baling,  I  swear. 

Not.  And  I,  to  keep  all  this. 

Baling,  Norfdk,  so  far  as  to  mine  enemy  ^^ ; — 
By  this  time,  had  the  king  permitted  us. 
One  of  our  soub  had  wander'd  in  the  air, 
Banish'd  this  frail  sepfilchre  of  our  flesh. 
As  now  our  flesh  is  banish'd  from  this  land : 
Confess  thy  treasons,  ere  thou  fly  the  realm ; 
Since  thou  hast  far  to  go,  bear  not  along 
The  clogging  burden  of  a  guilty  soul. 

Nor,  No,  Bolingbroke;  if  ever  I  were  traitor. 
My  name  be  blotted  from  the  book  of  hfe. 
And  I  from  heaven  banish'd,  as  from  hence ! 
But  what  thou  art,  heaven,  thou,  and  I  do  know; 
And  all  too  soon,  I  fear,  the  king  shall  rue. — 
Farewell,  my  liege : — Now  no  way  can  I  stray; 
Save  back  to  England,  all  the  world's  my  way. 

[Exii^\ 

K,  Rich,  Uncle,  even  in  the  glasses  of  thine  eyes 
I  see  thy  grieved  heart :  thy  sad  aspect 
Hath  from  the  number  of  his  banish'd  years 
Piuck'd  four  away; — Six  frozen  winters  spent. 
Return  [To  Boling.]  with  welcome  home  from 
banishment. 

1^  Premeditmted,  deliberated. 

*'  The  first  folio  reads  *  So  fart*  This  line  seems  to  be  ad- 
dressed by  way  of  caation  to  Mowbray,  lest  he  should  think 
that  Bolingbroke  was  about  to  conciliate  him. 

"  The  duke  of  Norfolk  went  to  Venice,  *  where  for  thought 
and  melancholy  he  deceased.' — HoUnshed, 
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Baling.  How  long  a  time  lies  in  one  little  word ! 
Four  lagging  winters,  and  four  wanton  springs, ' 
End  in  a  word;  Such  is  the  breath  of  kings. 

Gaunt.  I  thank  my  liege,  that,  in  regard  of  me. 
He  shortens  four  years  of  my  son's  exile : 
But  little  vantage  shall  I  reap  thereby ; 
For,  ere  the  six  years,  that  he  hath  to  spend. 
Can  change  their  moons,  and  bring  their  times  about. 
My  oil-dried  lamp,  and  time-bewasted  light, 
Shall  be  extinct  with  age,  and  endless  night ; 
My  inch  of  taper  will  be  burnt  and  done. 
And  blindfold  death  not  let  me  see  my  son. 

K.  Rich.  Why,  uncle,  thou  hast  many  years  to  live. 

Gaunt.  But  not  a  minute,  king,  that  thou  canst  give : 
Shorten  my  days  thou  canst  with  sullen  sorrow. 
And  pluck  nights  from  me,  but  not  lend  a  morrow  ^^ : 
Thou  canst  help  time  to  furrow  me  with  age. 
But  stop  no  wrinkle  in  his  pilgrimage ; 
Thy  word  is  current  with  hun  for  my  death; 
But,  dead,  thy  kingdom  cannot  buy  my  breath. 

K.  Rich.  Thy  son  is  banish'd  upon  good  advice  ^^, 
Whereto  thy  tongue  a  party  ^'^  verdict  gave ; 
Why  at  our  justice  seem'st  thou  then  to  lower  ? 

Gaunt.  Things  sweet  to  taste,  prove  in  digestion 
sour. 
You  urg'd  me  as  a  judge;  but  T  had  rather. 
You  would  have  bid  me  argue  like  a  father : — 
O,  had  it  been  a  stranger,  not  my  child. 
To  smooth  his  fault  I  should  have  been  more  mild  ^^ : 
A  partial  slander  ^^  sought  I  to  avoid. 
And  in  the  sentence  my  own  life  destroy'd. 

*^  It  is  a  matter  of  rery  melancholy  consideration  that  all 
human  adrantages  confer  more  power  of  doing  eyil  than  good. 
*'  Consideration.  *^  Had  a  part  or  share  in  it. 

**  This  coaplet  is  wanting  in  the  folio. 
'*  i.  e.  the  reproach  of  partiality. 
VOL.  v.  D 
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Alas,  I  look'd,  when  some  of  you  should  say, 
I  was  too  strict,  to  make  mihe  own  away; 
But  you  gave  leave  to  my  unwilling  tongue, 
Against  my  will,  to  do  myself  iMs  wrong. 

K.Rich.  Cousin,farewdl ; — and,  uncle,  bid  him  so; 
Six  years  we  banish  him,  an^  he  shall  go. 

[Flowrigh.    Exeunt  K.  Rich,  and  Train. 

Awm.  Cousin,  fareweH;  what  presence  must  not 
know. 
From  where  you  do  remain,  let  paper  show. 

Mar.  My  lord,  no  leave  take  I :  for  I  will  rid^. 
As  far  as  land  will  let  me,  by  your  side. 

Gaunt.  O,  to  what  purpose  ddst  thou  hoard  thy 
words. 
That  thou  retum'st  no  greeting  to  thy  friends  ? 

Boling.  I  have  too  few  to  take  my  leave  of  you. 
When  the  tongue's  office  should  be  prodigal 
To  breathe  the  abundant  dolour  of  the  heart 

Gaunt.  Thy  grief  is  but  thy  absence  for  a  time. 

Boling.  Joy  absent,  grief  is  present  for  that  time. 

Gaunt.  Whatis  six  winters  ?  they  are  quickly  gone. 

Boling.  To  men  in  joy ;  but  grief  makes  one  hour 
ten. 

Gaunt.  Call  it  a  travel  that  thou  tak'st  for  pleasure. 

Boling.  My  heart  will  sigh,  when  I  miscall  it  so. 
Which  finds  it  an  enforced  pilgrimage. 

Gaunt.  The  sullen  passage  of  thy  weary  steps 
Esteem  a  foil,  wherein  thou  art  to  set 
The  precious  jewel  of  thy  home-retpm. 

Boling.  Nay,  rather,  every  tedious  stride  I  make  *® 
Will  but  remember  me,  what  a  deal  of  world 
I  wander  from  the  jewels  that  I  love. 
Must  I  not  serve  a  long  apprenticehood 
To  foreign  passages ;  and  in  the  end. 
Having  my  freedom,  boast  of  nothing  ebe. 
But  that  I  was  a  journeyman  to  grief? 

^  This  speech  and  that  which  follows  are  Dot  in  the  folio. 
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Gtmut.  All  placed  that  the  eye  of  bearen^^  vkiti. 
Are  to  a  wise  mao  poets  and  lutppy  haveos : 
Teach  thy  necessity  to  reason  thus; 
There  is  no  ytrtue  like  necessi^. 
Think  not  the  king  did  banish  thee ; 
But  thou  the  king^ :  Woe  doth  the  heavier  sit. 
Where  it  perceives  it  is  but  faintly  borne. 
Go,  say — I  sent  thee  forth  to  purchase  honottr> 
And  not — the  king  exil'd  thee :  or  suppose, 
Devouring  pestilence  hangs  in  our  air. 
And  thou  art  flying  to  a  fresher  clime. 
Look,  ^diat  thy  soul  holds  dear,  imagine  it 
To  lie  that  way  thou  go'st,  not  whence  thou  com'st: 
Suppose  the  singing  birds,  musicians ; 
The  grass   whereoil  thou  tread'st,    the  presence 
strew'd^^; 

^  So  Nonniis : — <  ai^k^  hfifia ;  i.  e.  the  son.  Tbiu  in  the 
Bapeof  Luorece: — 

*  The  eye  of  heaven  is  out.* 
Aod  in  Spenser's  Faerie  Qneene,  b.  L  c  iii.  st  4 :— - 

* Her  angel  face 

As  the  great  eye  of  heaven  shyned  bright/ 
^  Shakspeare  probably  remembered  Enphnes'  exhortation  to 
Botoaio  to  take  his  exile  patiently.  '  Natare  hath  given  to  man 
a  country  no  more  than  she  hath  a  house,  or  lands,  or  livings. 
Socrates  would  neither  call  himself  an  Athenian,  neither  a  Gre- 
cian ;  but  a  citizen  of  the  world.  Plato  would  never  accompt 
him  banished,  that  had  the  sunne,  fire,  ayre,  water,  and  earth, 
that  he  had  before ;  where  he  felt  the  winter's  blast,  and  the 
summer's  blaze ;  where  the  same  sunne  and  same  moone  shined : 
whereby  he  noted  that  every  place  was  a  country  to  a  wise  man, 
and  M  parts  a  paiaee  to  a  qmet  nund, — ^When  it  was  east  in 
Diogenes'  teeth,  tbat  the  Sinoponetes  had  banished  him  from 
Pontus ;  Yea,  said  he,  I  them  of  Diogenes/ 

^  We  have  other  allusions  to  the  practice  of  strewing  rushes 
ovM"  the  floor  of  the  presence  chamber  in  Shakspeare.  So  in 
Cymbeline : — 

* Tarquin  thus 

Did  softly  press  the  rushes  ere  he  waken'd 

Tlie  chastity  he  wounded.' 
See  Hentzner's  account  of  the  presence  chamber  in  the  palace 
at  Greenwich,  1598.— Iftiier.  p.  135. 


,y  Google 


28  KING  RICHARD  II.  ACT  I. 

The  flowers,  fair  ladies ;  and  thy  steps,  no  more 
Than  a  delightful  measure,  or  a  dance : 
For  gnarling  sorrow  hath  less  power  to  bite 
The  man  that  mocks  at  it,  and  sets  it  light. 

Baling*  O,  who  can  hold  a  fire  in  hb  hand^. 
By  thinking  on  the  frosty  Caucasus? 
Or  cloy  the  hungry  edge  of  appetite. 
By  bare  imagination  of  a  feast? 
Or  wallow  naked  in  December  snow. 
By  thinking  on  fantastick  summer's  heat? 
O,  no !  the  apprehension  of  the  good. 
Gives  but  the  greater  feeling  to  the  worse : 
Fell  sorrow's  tooth  doth  never  rankle  more. 
Than  when  it  bites,  but  lanceth  not  the  sore. 

Gaunt,  Come,  come,  my  son,  I'll  brmg  thee  on 
thy  way : 
Had  I  thy  youth,  and  cause,  I  would  not  stay. 

Baling,  Then,  England's  ground,  farewell;  sweet 
soil,  adieu ; 
My  mother,  and  my  nurse,  that  bears  me  yet ! 

Where'er  I  wander,  bOast  of  this  I  can, 

Though  banish'd,  yet  a  truebom  Englishman^. 

[ExevaU, 
SCENE  IV. 

The  same,     A  Raam  in  the  King's  Castle. 

Enter  King  Richard,  Bagot,  and  Green; 

A  UM  ERLE  yb^/otrtn^. 
K.  Rich,  We  did  observe  ^. — Cousin  Aumerle, 
How  far  brought  you  high  Hereford  on  his  way  ? 

^  There  is  a  passage  resembling  this  in  the  fifth  book  of 
Cicero's  Tuscalan  Questions,  which  were  translated  and  pub- 
lished by  John  Dolman,  in  1561.  There  is  also  something  which 
might  serve  for  a  hint  in  Enphnes. 

^  Dr.  Johnson  thought  that  the  first  act  should  end  here. 

>  The  king  here  addressed  Green  and  Bagot,  who,  we  maj 
suppose  had  been  talking  to  him  of  Bolingbroke*s  '  courtship  to 
the  common  people,'  at  the  time  of  his  departure.  *  Yes,*  says 
Richard, '  we  did  observe  it.' 
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Aum,  I  brought  high  Hereford,  if  you  call  him  so. 
But  to  the  next  high  way,  and  there  I  left  him. 

K.  Rich.  And,  say,  what  store  of  parting  tears 
were  shed? 

Aum.  Taith,  none  by  ^  me :  except  the  north-east 
wind. 
Which  then  blew  bitterly  against  our  faces, 
Awak'd  the  sleeping  rheum;  and  so,  by  chance. 
Did  grace  our  hollow  parting  with  a  tear. 

K.  Rich.  What  said  our  cousin,  when  you  parted 
with  him? 

Aum.  Farewell: 
And,  for  my  heart  disdained  that  my  tongue 
Should  so  profane  the  word,  that  taught  me  craft 
To  counterfeit  oppression  of  such  grief. 
That  words  seem'd  buried  in  my  sorrow's  grave. 
Marry  ,would  the  wordfarewell  have  lengthen'd  hours. 
And  added  years  to  his  short  banishment. 
He  should  have  had  a  volume  of  farewells ; 
But,  since  it  would  not,  he  had  none  of  me. 

K.  Rich.  He  is  our  cousin,  cousin ;  but  'tis  doubt. 
When  time  shall  call  him  home  from  banishment, 
Wh^her  our  kinsman  come  to  see  his  friends. 
Ourself,  and  Bushy',  Bagot  here,  and  Green, 
Observ'd  his  courtship  to  the  common  people : — 
How  he  did  seem  to  dive  into  their  hearts. 
With  humble  and  familiar  courtesy ; 
What  reverence  he  did  throw  away  on  slaves ; 

'  The  first  folio  and  the  quarto  of  1597  read  ''Faith,  none /or 
me.*    The  emendation  was  made  in  the  folio,  1632. 

'  The  earlier  qnarto  copies  read  '  Oorself  and  Bnshj/  and 
DO  more.     The  folio : — 

*  Ourself,  and  Bushy  here,  Bagot,  and  Greene.' 
In  the  quarto  the  stage  direction  sajs,  '  Ehter  the  King,  with 
ButkUf  &c. ;  but  in  the  folio,  '  £^ter  the  King,  Aumerle,'  &o. 
because  it  was  observed  that  B«sbj  comes  in  afterward.  On 
this  account  we  have  adopted  a  transposition  made  in  the  quarto 
of  1634. 

d2 
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Wooing  poor  craftsmen,  with  the  craft  of  smiles. 

And  patient  underbearing  of  his  fortune, 

As  'twere,  to  banish  their  affects  with  him. 

Off  goes  his  bonnet  to  an  oyster-wench ; 

A  brace  of  draymen  bid — God  speed  him  well. 

And  had  the  tribute  of  his  supple  knee^. 

With — Thanks,  my  countrymen,  my  hmng  friends; 

As  were  our  England  in  reversion  his, 

And  he  our  subjects'  next  degree  in  hope^. 

Green,  Well,  he  is  gone ;  and  with  him  go  these 
thoughts. 
Now  for  the  rebeb,  which  stimd  out  in  Ireland: — 
Expedient^  manage  must  be  made,  my  liege ; 
Ere  further  leisure  yield  them  further  means. 
For  their  advantage,  and  your  highness'  loss. 

K.  Rick.  We  will  ourself  in  person  to  thb  war. 
And,  for^  our  coffers — with  too  great  a  court. 
And  liberal  largess — are  grown  somewhat  light. 
We  are  enforc'd  to  farm  our  royal  realm ; 
The  reyenue  whereof  shall  furnish  us 
For  our  affairs  in  hand :  If  that  come  short. 
Our  substitutes  at  home  shall  have  blank  charters ; 
Whereto,  when  they  shall  know  what  men  are  rich. 
They  shall  subscribe  them  for  large  sums  of  gold. 
And  send  them  after  to  supply  our  wants; 
For  we  will  make  for  Ireland  presently. 

Enter  Bushy. 
Bushy,  what  news  ? 

Busky.  Old  John  of  Gaunt  is  grievous  sick,  my 
lord; 

*  To  illustrate  this,  it  should  be  remembered  that  courtesffmg 
(the  act  of  reyerence  now  coofined  to  women)  was  ancientlj 
practised  by  men. 

*  *  Spes  altera  Romas.* — Virg, 

^  Shakspeare  often  uses  expedient  for  expeditioui;  bat  here  its 
ordinary  signification  of  JU,  proper^  will  suit  the  context  equally 
well. 
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Suddenly  taken ;  and  hath  sent  post-haste. 
To  entreat  your  majesty  to  visit  him. 

K.Rich.  Where  lies  he? 

Bushy.  At  Ely-house. 

K.  Rich.  Now  put  it,  heaven,  in  his  physician's 
mind. 
To  help  him  to  his  grave  immediately ! 
The  lining  of  his  coffers  shall  make  coats 
To  deck  our  soldiers  for  these  Irish  wars. — 
Come,  gentlemen,  let's  all  go  visit  him : 
*Pray  God,  we  may  make  haste,  and  come  too  late ! 

[Exeunt. 


ACT  II. 

SCENE  I.     London.     A  Room  in  Ely-home. 

Gaunt  on  a  Couch;  the  Duke  of  York^,  and 
others  standing  by  him. 

Gaunt.  Will  the  king  come  ?  that  I  may  breathe 
my  last 
In  wholesome  counsel  to  his  unstaied  youth. 

York.  Vex  not  yourself,  nor  strive  not  with  your 
breath; 
For  all  in  vain  comes  counsel  to  his  ear. 

Gaunt.  O,  but  they  say,  the  tongues  of  dymg  men 
Enforce  attention,  like  deep  harmony : 
Where  words  are  scarce,  they  are  seldom  spent  in 

vain. 
For  they  breathe  truth,  that  breathe  their  words  in 
pain. 

1  Edmond  duke  of  York  was  the  fifth  son  of  Edward  III.  and 
was  bom,  in  1441,  at  Langley,  near  St.  Albans,  Herts;  from 
whence  he  had  his  surname.  '  He  was  of  an  indolent  disposi- 
tion, a  lorer  of  pleasure,  and  ayerse  to  business ;  easily  prevailed 
upon  to  lie  still,  and  consult  his  own  quiet,  and  never  acting  with 
spirit  upon  an j  occasion.'-— £oto«V«  WUHmn  of  Wyheham,  p.  205. 
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He,  that  no  mote  most  say,  is  listen'd  more 
Than  they  whom  yovth  and  ease  hare  taught  to 
glose^; 
More  are  men's  ends  mark'd,  than  theb  fives  b^ore : 

The  setting  sun,  and  musick  at  the  close  ^^ 
As  the  last  taste  of  sweets,  is  sweetest  last; 
Writ  in  remembrance,  more  than  things  long  past: 
Though  Richard  my  life's  counsel  would  not  hear. 
My  death's  sad  tale  may  yet  undeaf  his  ear. 

York.  No ;  it  is  stopp'd  with  other  flattering  sounds, 
As,  praises  of  his  state :  then,  there  are  found 
Lascivious  metres ;  to  whose  venom  sound 
The  open  ear  of  youth  doth  always  listen : 
Report  of  fashions  in  proud  Italy  ^; 
Whose  manners  still  our  tardy  apish  nation 
Limps  after,  in  base  imitation, 
Where  doth  the  world  thrust  forth  a  vanity 
(So  it  be  new,  there's  no  respect  how  vile). 
That  is  not  quickly  buzz'd  into  his  ears  ? 
Then  all  too  late  comes  counsel  to  be  heard. 
Where  will  doth  mutiny  with  wit's  regard^. 
Direct  not  him,  whose  way  himself  will  choose ; 
'Tis  breath  thou  lack'st,  and  that  breath  wilt  tbonlose. 

^  To  insinuate,  to  lie,  to  flatter. 

'  '  This  I  suppose  to  be  a  musical  term/  sajs  Steeyens.  So 
in  lingua,  1607  : — 

'  I  dare  engage  my  ears  the  ehse  will  jar.' 
Surely  this  is  a  supererogatory  conclasaon.  ShakspeareeTtdtntly 
means  no  more  than  that  music  is  sweetest  in  its  close ;  or  wheo 
the  last  sweet  sounds  rest  on  the  delighted  ear.  But  Steeyens's 
soul,  like  that  of  his  grreat  coadjutor,  does  not  seem  to  haye  been 
attuned  to  harmony.  The  context  might  however  hiiye  shown 
him  how  superfluous  his  supposition  was ;  and  I  have  to  apolo- 
gize for  diyerting  the  attention  of  the  reader  from  this  beautiful 
passage  for  a  moment. 

*  The  poet  has  charged  the  times  of  King  Richard  II.  with  a 
folly  not  perhaps  known  then,  but  yery  Sequent  in  his  own 
time,  and. much  lamented  by  Ihe  wisest  of  our  ancestors. 

^  Where  the  will  rebels  against  the  notices  of  the  under- 
standing. 
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Gavnt.  Metjiinks,  I  am  a  prophet  new  inspir'd; 
And  thus,  expiiing,  do  foretell  of  him : 
His  rash^  fierce  blaze  of  riot  cannot  last ; 
For  violent  fires  soon  bum  out  themselves : 
Small  showers  last  long,  but  sudden  storms  are  short ; 
He  tires  betimes,  that  spurs  too  fast  betimes ; 
With  eager  feeding,  food  doth  choke  the  feeder : 
Light  vanity,  insatiate  cormorant. 
Consuming  means,  soon  preys  upon  itself. 
Tins  royal  throne  of  kings,  this  sceptred  isle. 
This  earth  of  majesty,  this  seat  of  Mars, 
This  other  Eden,  demi-paradise ; 
This  fortress,  built  by  nature  for  herself. 
Against  infection^,  and  the  hand  of  war; 
This  happy  breed  of  men,  this  little  world; 
This  precious  stone  set  in  the  silver  sea. 
Which  serves  it  in  the  office  of  a  wall. 
Or  as  a  moat  defensive  to  a  house, 
Against  the  envy  of  less  happier  lands ; 
This  blessed  plot,  this  earth,  this  realm,  this  England, 
This  nurse,  this  teeming  womb  of  royal  kings, 
Fear'd  by  their  breed®,  and  famous  by  their  birth, 

•  i.  c.  hasty,  Tiolent. 

^  Johason  raised  a  doabt  whether  we  shoold  not  read  invasion 
here.  Farmer  and  Malone,  npon  the  anthoritj  of  a  misprint  in 
Allot's  England's  Parnassus,  where  this  passage  is  qaoted, 
'  Against  intesttonf  &c.  propose  to  read  infestiont  a  word  of  their 
own  coinage.  Malone's  long  note  proves  nothing :  he  thinks 
that  we  coald  reoeiye  no  other  infection  from  abroad  than  the 
plague ;  bat  it  is  evident  that  the  poet  may  allude  to  the  infection 
of  yicions  manners  and  customs.  It  is  true  that  infestation  was 
in  use  for  '  a  troubling,  molesting,  or  disturbing :'  but  as  all  the 
old  copies  read  infection,  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient  reason 
for  disturbing  the  text. 

*  i.  e.  by  reason  of  their  breed.  The  quarto  of  1598  reads 
thus:—  -• 

'  Fear*d  by  their  breed,  and  famous  for  their  birth.* 
lo  Greene's  Farewell  to  Follie,  1598,  we  have  a  passage  resem- 
bling thu :— *  My  lordes  of  Buda,  feared  for  your  valour,  and 
fmmomsfor  yowr  victories,  let  not  the  private  vrill  of  one  be  the 
rain  of  a  mighty  kingdom.' 
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Renowned  for  their  deeds  as  far  from  borne 
(For  Christian  servicey  and  true  cluvalry). 
As  is  the  sepulchre  in  stubborn  Jewry, 
Of  the  world's  ransom,  blessed  Mary's  son : 
This  land  of  sueh  dear  souls,  this  d^  dear  land. 
Dear  for  her  reputation  ^ough  the  world. 
Is  now  kas'd  out  (I  die  pronouneing  it). 
Like  to  a  tenement,  or  pelting^  fBirm: 
England,  bound  ia  with  the  triumphant  sea. 
Whose  rocky  sluMre  beats  back  the  envious  siege 
Of  watery  Neptune,  is  now  bound  in  with  shame. 
With  inky  blots,  and  rotten  parchment  bond&; 
That  England,  that  was  wont  to  conquer  others. 
Hath  made  a  shameful  conquest  of  itself: 
O,  would  the  scandal  vanish  with  my  life. 
How  happy  then  were  my  ensuing  dea^ ! 

J^nfer  King  Richard,  a»d  Queen  ^^;  Aumerle, 
Bushy,  Green,  Bagot,  Ross^^,  md  Wii/- 

LOUGHBY^*. 

York,  The  king  is  come :  deal  mildly  with  bis  youth; 
For  young  hot  colts,  being  rag'd  *',  do  rage  the  more. 
Queen.  How  fares  our  noble  uncle,  Lancaster? 

'  '  In  this  22d  yeare  of  Kiog  Richard,  the  commoo  fame  nime 
that  the  king  had  ktten  to  forme  the  realme  unto  Sir  William 
Scrope,  earle  of  Wiltshire,  and  then  treasurer  of  England,  to 
Syr  John  Bnshey,  Sir  John  Bagot,  and  Sir  Henry  Chreene, 
Knightes.* — Fabian. 

Peking  is  paltry,  pitiful,  petty. 

'^  Shakspeare  has  deviated  from  historical  tmth  in  the  intro- 
duction of  Richard's  queen  as  a  woman ;  for  Anne,  his  first  wife, 
was  dead  hefore  the  period  at  which  the  commencement  of  the 
play  is  laid ;  and  Isabella,  his  second  wife,  was  a  child  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  * 

^'  i.  e.  William  Lord  Ross,  of  Hamlake,  afterwards  lord  trea- 
surer to  Henry  IV. 

>2  William  Lord  Willonghhy,  of  Eresby. 

"  Ritson  proposes  to  read: — 

* being  reim^d,  do  rage  the  more.' 


,y  Google 


SC.  I.  KING  RICHARD  II.  96 

K.  Rich*   What  oonfort,  man?    How  is't  with 

aged  GauBt? 
Gaunt.  O,  how  that  name  befits  my  compositioii ! 
Old  Gaimty  indeed;  and  gaunt ^'*  in  being  old: 
Witiiin  me  grief  hath  kept  a  tedious  fast; 
And  who  abstains  from  meat,  that  is  not  gaunt  ? 
For  sleeping  England  long  time  have  I  watch'd ; 
Watching  breeds  leanness,  leanness  is  all  gaunt : 
The  pleasure,  that  some  fathers  feed  upon. 
Is  my  strict  fast,  I  mean — ^my  children's  looks ; 
And,  therein  fasting,  hast  thou  made  me  gaunt : 
Gaunt  am  I  for  the  grave,  gaunt  as  a  grave. 
Whose  hollow  womb  inherits  nought  but  bones. 
K.  Rich.  Can  sick  men  play  so  nicely  with  their 

names? 
Gaunt.  No,  misery  makes  sport  to  mock  itself: 
Since  thou  dost  seek  to  kill  my  name  in  me, 
I  mock  my  name,  great  king,  to  flatter  thee. 
K.  Rich.  Should  djring  men  flatter  with  those  that 

live? 
Gaunt.  No,  no ;  men  living  flatter  those  that  die. 
K.  Rich.  Thou,  now  a  dying,  say'st — thou  flat- 

ter'st  me.  , 

Gaunt.  Oh !  no ;  thou  diest,  though  1  the  sicker  be. 
K.  Rich.  I  am  in  health,  I  breathe,  and  see  thee  ill. 
Gaunt.  Now,  He  that  made  me,  knows  1  see  thee 
iU; 
HI  in  myself  to  see,  and  in  thee  seeing  ill. 
Thy  deathbed  is  no  lesser  than  thy  land. 
Wherein  thou  hest  in  reputation  sick : 
And  thou,  too  careless  patient  as  thou  art, 
Committ'st  thy  anointed  body  to  the  cure 
Of  those  physicians  that  first  wounded  thee : 
A  thousand  flatterers  sit  within  thy  crown, 
Whose  compass  b  no  bigger  than  thy  head ; 
^*  Meagre,  thin. 
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And  yet,  incaged  in  go  small  a  verge, 
The  waste  is  no  whit  lesser  than  thy  land; 
O,  had  thy  grandsire,  with  a  prophet's  eye, 
Seen  how  his  son's  son  should  destroy  his  sons, 
From  forth  thy  reach  he  would  have  laid  thy  shame ; 
Deposing  thee  before  thou  wert  possessed, 
Which  art  possess'd  ^*  now  to  depose  thyself. 
Why,  cousin,  wert  thou  regent  of  the  world. 
It  were  a  shame  to  let  this  land  by  lease : 
But,  for  thy  world,  enjoying  but  this  land. 
Is  it  not  more  than  shame,  to  shame  it  so ! 
Landlord  of  England  art  thou  now,  not  king : 
Thy  state  of  law  is  bondslave  to  the  law^^; 
And  thou 

K,  Rich,         a  lunatick  lean-witted  fool. 

Presuming  on  an  ague's  privilege, 

Dar'st  with  thy  frozen  admonition 

Make  pale  our  cheek ;  chasing  the  royal  blood. 

With  fury,  from  his  native  residence. 

Now  by  my  seat's  right  royal  majesty, 

Wert  thou  not  brother  to  great  Edward's  son. 

This  tongue  that  runs  so  roundly  in  thy  head. 

Should  run  thy  head  from  thy  unreverent  shoulders. 

Gaunt.  O,  spare  me  not,  my  brother  Edward's  son, 
^or  that  I  was  his  father  Edward's  son ; 
That  blood  already,  like  the  pelican. 
Hast  thou  tapp'd  out,  and  drunkenly  carous'd : 
My  brother  Qloster,  plain  well  meaning  soul, 
(Whom  fair  befall  in  heaven  'mongst  happy  souls !) 
May  be  a  precedent  and  witness  good. 
That  thou  respect'st  not  spilling  Edward's  blood  : 
Join  with  the  present  sickness  that  I  have, 

»»  Mad. 

10  <  Thj  legal  state,  that  rank  in  the  state  and  these  lar^e 
desmesnes,  which  the  constitution  allotted  thee,  are  now  bond- 
slave to  the  law ;  being  subject  to  the  same  legal  restrictions  as 
every  ordinary  pelting  farm  that  has  been  let  on  lease.' 
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And  tby  unkindness  be  like  crooked  age, 
To  crop  at  once  a  too-long  witber'd  flower, 
live  in  thy  shame,  but  die  not  shame  with  thee ! — 
These  words  hereafter  thy  tormentors  be — 
Convey  me  to  my  bed,  then  to  my  grave : 
Love  they  ^"^  to  live,  that  love  and  honour  have. 

[Exit,  borne  out  by  his  Attendants. 

K.  Rich.  And  let  them  die,  that  age  and  sullens 
have; 
For  both  hast  thou,  and  both  become  the  grave. 

Yorh.  'Beseech  your  majesty,  impute  his  words 
To  wayward  sickliness  and  age  in  lum : 
He  loves  you,  on  my  life,  and  holds  you  dear 
As  Harry  duke  of  Hereford,  were  he  here. 

K.Rich.   Right;  you  say  true:  as  Hereford's 
love,  so  his : 
As  theirs,  so  mine ;  and  all  be  as  it  is. 

Enter  Northumberland. 

North.  My  Uege,  old  Gaunt  commends  him  to 
.your  majesty. 

K.Rich.  What  says  he? 

North.  Nay,  nothing;  all  is  said: 
Hb  tongue  is  now  a  stringless  instrument; 
Words,  life,  and  all,  old  Lancaster  hath  spent. 

York.  Be  York  the  next  that  must  be  bankrupt  so ! 
Though  death  be  poor,  it  ends  a  mortal  woe. 

K.  Rich.  The  ripest  fruit  first  falls,  and  so  doth  he; 
His  time  is  spent,  our  pilgrimage  must  be  ^^ : 

So  much  for  that. ^Now  for  our  Irish  wars  : 

We  must  supplant  those  rough  rug-headed  kerns  ^^; 

"  i.  e.  kt  them  love  to  live,  &c. 

^*  That  is, '  our  pilgrimage  is  yet  to  come.* 

^  Kemee  were  Irish  peasantry,  serving  as  light  armed  foot 
soldiers.  Shakspeare  makes  York  say,  in  the  second  part  of 
King  Henry  V.  that  Cade,  when  in  Ireland,  used  to  disguise  him- 
self as  a  shag-haired  crafty  heme.  *  The  kerne  is  an  ordinary 
VOL.  V.  B 
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Which  live  like  venom,  where  no  venom  else> 
But  only  they,  hath  privilege  to  live^. 
And  for  these  great  affairs  do  ask  some  charge. 
Towards  our  assistance,  we  do  seize  to  us 
The  plate,  coin,  revmiues,  and  moveables. 
Whereof  our  uncle  Gaunt  did  stand  possess'd. 

York.  How  long  shall  I  be  patient  ?  Ah,  how  long 
Shall  tender  duty  make  me  suffer  wrong? 
Not  Gloster's  death,  nor  Hereford's  banishment. 
Not  Guunt's  rebukes^  nor  England's  private  wrongs. 
Nor  the  prevention  of  poor  Bolingbroke 
About  his  marriage  ^^,  nor  my  own  disgrace. 
Have  ever  made  me  sour  my  pati^it  che^. 
Or  bend  one  wrinkle  on  my  sovei-eign's  face. — 
I  am  the  last  of  noble  Edward's  sons. 
Of  whom  thy  father,  prince  of  Wales,  was  first ; 
In  war,  was  never  lion  rag'd  more  fierce. 
In  peace  was  never  gentle  lamb  more  mild. 
Than  was  that  young  and  princely  gentleman : 
His  face  thou  hast,  for  even  so  look'd  he, 
Accomplish'd  with  the  number  of  thy  hours  ^ ; 
But,  when  he  frown'd,  it  was  against  the  French, 
And  not  against  his  friends :  his  noble  hand 
Did  win  what  he  did  spend,  and  spent  not  that 
Whidi  his  trinrnphant  fathar's  hand  had  won : 
His  hands  were  guilty  of  no  kindred's  blood, 

foot  soldier,  acoor ding  to  Stanhifaorst ;  kerne  (Ingheyrmt)  signi- 
fieth  a  simmer  of  hell,  because  they  are  taken  for  no  better  than 
rake  hetts,  or  die  deyil's  hlack-garde.* — Description  of  Ireland, 
cb.  8,  foL  2& 

^  Alluding  to  the  idea  that  no  Tenomons  reptiles  live  in  Ire- 
land. 

^1  When  the  dnke  of  Hereford  went  into  France,  after  his 
banishment,  he  was  hononrablj  entertained  at  that  coart,  and 
wonid  baYe  obtained  in  marriage  the  only  daughter  of  the  dake 
of  Beiry,  ojKle  to  the  French  king,  had  not  Richard  preyented 
the  match. 

^  i.  e.  when  he  was  of  thy  age. 
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But  bloody  with  the  enemies  of  hig  kin. 

Oy  Richard!  York  is  too  far  gone  with  grief, 

Or  else  he  never  would  compare  between. 

K.Rich*  Why,  uncle,  what's  the  matter? 

York,  O,  my  liege. 

Pardon  me,  if  you  please;  if  not,  I,  pleas'd 
Not  to  be  pardon'd,  am  content  withal. 
Seek  you  to  seize,  and  gripe  into  your  hands. 
The  royalties  and  rights  of  banish'd  Hereford  ? 
Is  not  Gaunt  dead?  and  doth  not  Hereford  live ? 
Was  not  C^unt  just?  and  is  not  Harry  true? 
Did  not  the  one  deserve  to  have  an  heir? 
Is  not  his  heir  a  well  deserving  son  ? 
Take  Hereford's  rights  away,  and  take  from  time 
Hb  charters,  and  his  customary  rights ; 
Let  not  to-morrow  then  ensue  to-day ; 
Be  not  thyself,  for  how  art  thou  a  king. 
But  by  fair  sequence  and  succession  ? 
Now,  afore  God  (God  forbid,  I  say  true !) 
If  you  do  wrongfully  seize  Hereford's  rights. 
Call  in  the  letters  patents  that  he  hatii 
By  his  attomies-general  to  sue 
ffis  livery^,  and  deny  his  offer'd  homage, 
You  pluck  a  thousand  dangers  on  your  head. 
You  lose  a  thousand  well  disposed  hearts. 
And  prick  my  tender  patience  to  those  thoughts 
Which  honour  and  allegiance  cannot  think. 

K.  Rich,  Think  what  you  will;  we  seize  into  our 
hands 
His  plate,  his  goods,  his  money,  and  his  lands. 

*  On  the  death  of  eyerj  person  who  held  hj  knight's  senrioe, 
his  heir,  if  ander  age,  became  a  ward  of  the  king's ;  hat  if  of 
age,  he  had  a  right  to  sae  out  a  writ  of  ouster  le  mam,  i.  e.  livery, 
thit  the  king's  hand  might  be  taken  off,  and  the  land  delivered  to 
him.  To '  deny  hie  of^d  homage*  was  to  refnse  to  admit  the  ho- 
mage bj  which  he  was  to  hold  his  lands. 
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York,  111  not  be  by  the  while :  My  liege,  farewell : 
What  will  ensue  hereof,  there's  none  can  tell; 
But  by  bad  courses  may  be  understood. 
That  dieir  events  can  never  fall  -out  good.       [Exit. 

K.  Rich.  Go,  Bushy,  to  the  earl  of  Wiltshire 
straight; 
Bid  him  repair  to  us  to  £ly-house, 
To  see  this  business :  To-morrow  next 
We  will  for  Ireland ;  and  'tis  time,  I  trow ; 
And  we  create,  in  absence  of  ourself, 
Our  uncle  York  lord  governor  of  England, 
For  he  is  just,  and  always  lov*d  us  well. — 
Come  on,  our  queen:  to-morrow  must  we  part; 
Be  merry,  for  our  time  of  stay  is  short.     [Flcfmisk. 
[Exeunt  King,  Queen,  Bushy,  Aumbrle, 
Green,  and  Bagot. 

NcTth.  Well,  lords,  the  duke  of  Lancaster  is  dead. 

Ross.  And  living  too;  for  now  his  son  is  duke. 

WiUo.  Barely  in  title,  not  in  revenue. 

North.  Richly  in  both,  if  justice  had  her  right 

Ross*  My  heart  is  great;  but  it  must  break  with 
silence, 
Ere't  be  disburdened  with  a  lijberal^  tongue. 

North.  Nay,  speak  thy  mind;  and  let  him  ne'er 
speak  more. 
That  speaks  thy  words  again,  to  do  thee  harm  ! 

WiUo.  Tends  that  thou  would'st  speak,  to  the  duke 
of  Hereford  ? 
If  it  be  so,  out  with  it  boldly,  man; 
Quick  is  mine  ear  to  hear  of  good  towards  him. 

Ross.  No  good  at  all,  that  I  can  do  for  him ; 
Unless  you  call  it  good  to  pity  him. 
Bereft  and  gelded  of  his  patrimony. 

North.  Now,  afore  heaven,  'tis  shame,  such  wrongs 
are  borne, 

«  Free. 
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In  him  a  royal  prince,  and  many  more 

Of  noble  blood  in  this  declining  land. 

The  king  is  not  himself,  but  basely  led 

By  flatterers ;  and  what  they  will  inform, 

Merely  in  hate  'gainst  any  of  ns  all. 

That  will  the  king  severely  prosecute 

'Gainst  ns,  our  hves,  our  children,  and  our  heirs. 

Ross.  The  commons  hath  he  pilFd  ^  with  grievous 
taxes. 
And  quite  lost  their  hearts :  the  nobles  hath  he  fin'4 
For  ancient  quarrels,  and  quite  lost  their  hearts, 

Willo.  And  daily  new  exactions  are  devis'd ; 
As  blanks^,  benevolences,  and  I  wot  not  what: 
But  what,  o'God's  name,  doth  become  of  tins? 

North.  Wars  have  not  wasted  it,  forwarr'd  he 
hath  not. 
But  basely  yielded  upon  compromise 
That  which  his  ancestors  achieved  with  blows : 
More  hath  he  spent  in  peace,  than  they  in  wars. 

Ross.  The  eari  of  Wiltshire  hath  the  realm  in  farm. 

WiUo.  The  king's  grown  bankrupt,  like  a  broken 
man. 

North.  Reproach,  and  dissolution,  hangeth  over 
him. 

Ross.  He  hath  not  money  for  these  Irish  wars. 
His  burdenous  taxations  notwithstanding. 
Bat  by  the  robbing  of  the  banish'd  duke. 

North.  His  noble  kinsman ;  most  degenerate  king ! 
But,  lords,  we  hear  this  fearful  tempest  sing^,> 

»  PiUaged. 

*  Stow  records  that  Richard  II. '  compelled  all  the  religioos, 
gentlemen,  and  commons,  to  set  their  scales  io  bUmkes,  to  the 
end  he  might,  if  it  pleased  him,  oppress  them  scTerally,  or  all  at 
oace :  some  of  the  commons  paid  him  1000  marks,  some  1000 
poonds,'  &c. 
^  So  in  the  Tempest:—- 

' another  Mtorm  brewing ;  I  hear  it  smg  in  the  wind.' 

£2 
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Yet  seek  no  shelter  to  avoid  the  stonn : 
We  see  the  wind  sit  sore  upon  our  sails, 
And  yet  we  strike  not,  but  securely  perish  ^. 

Ross.  We  see  the  very  wreck  that  we  must  suffer; 
And  unayoided  is  the  danger  now. 
For  suffering  so  the  causes  of  our  wreck. 

North.  Not  so;  even  through  the  hollow  eyes  of 
deaths 
I  spy  life  peering;  but  I  dare  not  say 
How  near  the  tidings  of  our  comfort  is. 

Willo,  Nay,  let  us  share  thy  thoughts,  as  thou 
dost  ours. 

Ross.  Be  confident  to  speak,  Northumberland : 
We  three  are  but  thyself;  and,  speaking  so. 
Thy  words  are  but  as  thoughts;  therefore,  be  bold. 

North.  Then  thus : — I  have  from  Port  le  Blanc, 
a  bay 
In  Brittany,  repeiv'd  intelligence. 
That  Harry  Hereford,  Reignold  Lord  Cobham, 
[The  son  of  Richard  learl  of  Arundel]  ^, 

^  '  And  yet  we  strike  not  our  sailSf  but  perish  by  too  great  con- 
fidence  m  our  security:'  this  is  another  Latinisnu  SecureUf  is 
used  in  the  sense  of  seatrus. 

^  The  line  in  brackets,  which  was  necessary  to  complete  the 
sense,  has  been  supplied  upon  the  anthoHty  of  Holinshed.  Some- 
thing of  a  similar  import  mast  have  been  omitted  by  accident  in 
the  old  copies.  The  passages  in  Holinshed  relatiye  to  this  mat- 
ter run  thas : — '  Aboate  the  same  time  the  earle  of  Arundel's 
Sonne,  named  Thomas,  which  was  kept  in-the  duke  of  Exeter's  house, 
escaped  oat  of  the  realme,  by  meanes  of  one  William  Scot,'  &c. 
'  Dake  Henry,  chiefly  throagh  the  earnest  persuasion  of  Thomas 
Arondell,  late  archbishop  of  Canterborie  (who,  as  yon  have  be- 
fore heard,  had  been  removed  from  his  see,  and  banished  the 
realme  by  King  Richard's  means),  got  him  down  to  Britaine : 
and  when  all  his  provision  was  made  ready,  he  tooke  the  sea, 
together  with  the  said  archbishoppe  of  Canterbarie,  and  his 
nephew  Thomas  Arnndelle,  son  and  heyre  to  the  late  earle  of 
Arandelle,  beheaded  on  Tower-hill.  There  were  also  with  him 
Regenalde  Lord  Cobham,  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,'  &c, — HoHh- 
shed,  p.  1105,  ed.  1577. 
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That  late  broke  from  the  duke  of  Exeter, 
His  brother,  archbishop  late  of  Canterbury, 
Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  Sir  John  Ramston, 
Sir  John  Norbery,  Sir  Robert  Waterton,  and  Fran- 
cis Quoint, 

All  these  well  fumish'd  by  the  duke  of  Bretagne, 
With  eight  tall  ^  ships,  three  thousand  men  of  war. 
Are  making  hither  with  all  due  expediences^. 
And  shortly  mean  to  touch  our  northern  shore : 
Perhaps,  they  had  ere  this ;  but  that  they  stay 
The  first  departing  of  the  king  for  Ireland. 
If  then  we  shall  shake  off  our  slavish  yoke. 
Imp  s^  out  our  drooping  country's  broken  wing. 
Redeem  from  brokmg  pawn  the  blemish'd  crown. 
Wipe  off  the  dust  that  hides  our  sceptre's  gilt^. 
And  make  high  majesty  look  like  itself. 
Away,  with  me,  in  post  to  Ravenspurg  : 
But  ff  you  faint,  as  fearing  to  do  so. 
Stay,  and  be  secret,  and  myself  will  go. 

Ross.  To  horse,  to  horse !  urge  doubts  to  them 
that  fear. 

Willo.  Hold  out  my  horse,  and  I  will  first  be  there. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.    The  same.     A  Roam  in  the  Palace, 

Enter  Queen,  Bushy,  and  Bagot. 

Bushy.  Madam,  your  majesty  is  too  much  sad : 
You  promis'd,  when  you  parted  with  the  king, 

»  Stoal.  ^*  Expedition. 

••  When  the  wing  feathers  of  a  hawk  were  dropped  or  forced 
ont  hy  anj  accident,  it  was  asnal  to  sapply  as  manj  as  were  de- 
ficient. This  operation  was  called  *  to  imp  a  hawk.'  It  is  often 
used  metaphoricallj,  as  in  this  instance.  The  word  is  said  to 
come  from  the  Saxon  itnpan,  to  graft,  or  inoculate.  Milton  ha^ 
it  in  one  of  his  sonnets : — 

' to  imp  their  serpent  wings/ 

And  Dryden : — 

'  His  navy's  molten  wings  he  uRp'd  once  more.' 

M  Gilding. 
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To  lay  aside  life-harmmg  heaviness, 
And  entertain  a  cheerful  disposition. 

Queen.  To  please  the  king,  I  did;  to  please  my- 
self, 
I  cannot  do  it ;  yet  I  know  no  cause 
Why  I  should  welcome  such  a  guest  as  grief. 
Save  bidding  farewell  to  so  sweet  a  guest 
As  my  sweet  Richard :  Yet,  again,  methinks. 
Some  unborn  sorrow,  ripe  in  fortune's  womb. 
Is  coming  towards  me;  and  my  inward  soul 
With  nothing  trembles :  at  some  thing  it  grieves. 
More  than  with  parting  from  my  lord  the  king. 

Bwky.  Each  substance  of  a  grief  hath  twenty 
shadows. 
Which  show  hke  grief  itself,  but  are  not  so : 
For  sorrow's  eye,  glazed  with  blinding  tears. 
Divides  one  thing  entire  to  many  objects ; 
Like  perspectives  ^,  which,  rightly  gaz'd  upon. 
Show  nothing  but  confusion ;  ey'd  awry, 
Distinguish  form  :  so  your  sweet  majesty, 

'  It  has  been  thown  in  a  former  note  that  per9pectw€  meant 
optical  glasses,  to  assist  the  sight  in  any  waj.  Mr.  Henley 
says  that  '  the  perspectives  here  mentioned  were  round  crystal 
glasses,  the  convex  surface  of  which  was  cot  into  faces  like  Uiose 
of  the  rose-diamond ;  the  concave  left  uniformly  smooth  ;  which 
if  placed  as  here  represented,  woold  exhibit  the  different  appear- 
ances described  by  the  poet.'  Bat  it  may  have  reference  to  that 
kind  of  optical  delusion  called  anamorflhona ;  which  is  9ip€fr9pec- 
tive  projection  of  a  picture,  so  that  at  one  point  of  view  it  shall 
appear  a  confused  mass,  or  different  to  what  it  really  is,  in  ano- 
ther, an  exact  and  regular  representation.  Sometimes  it  is  made 
to  appear  confused  to  the  naked  eye,  and  regular  when  viewed 
in  a  glass  or  mirror  of  a  certain  form.  '  A  picture  of  a  chancellor 
of  France,  presented  to  the  common  beholder  a  multitude  of  little 
faces ;  but  if  one  did  look  at  it  through  a  perspective,  there 
appeared  only  the  single  pourtraiture  of  the  chancellor.' — Hu- 
mane Industry,  1651.  This  is  again  alluded  to  in  Twelfth  Night, 
Act  V.  Sc.  1  :— 

*  A  natural  perspective,  that  is,  and  is  not.' 
Thus  also  in  Henry  V :— *  My  lord,  you  see  them  perspectioefy, 
the  cities  turned  into  a  maid.'     See  vol.  i.  p.  388,  note  13. 
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Looking  awry  upon  your  lord's  departure, 
Fmds  shapes  of  grief,  more  than  himself,  to  wail ; 
Which,  look'd  on  as  it  is,  is  nought  but  shadows 
Of  what  it  is  not     Then,  thrice-gracious  queen. 
More  than  your  lord's  departure  weep  not;  more's 

not  seen : 
Or  if  it  be,  'tis  with  false  sorrow's  eye, 
Which,  for  things  true,  weeps  things  imaginary. 

Queen,  It  may  be  so ;  but  yet  my  inward  soul 
Persuades  me,  it  is  otherwise :  Howe'er  it  be, 
I  cannot  but  be  sad ;  so  heavy  sad. 
As, — though,  in  thinking,  on  no  thought  I  think  ^, — 
Makes  me  with  heavy  nothing  faint  and  shrink. 

Bushy.  Tis  nothing  but  conceit^,  my  gracious  lady. 

Queen.  Tis  nothing  less :  conceit  is  still  deriv'd 
From  some  fore-father  grief;  mine  is  not  so; 
For  nothing  hath  begot  my  something  grief; 
Or  something  hath  the  nothing  that  I  grieve : 
Tis  in  reversion  that  I  do  possess ; 
But  what  it  is,  that  is  not  yet  known ;  what 
I  cannot  name;  'tis  nameless  woe,  I  wot. 

Enter  Green. 

Green.  God  save  your  majesty ! — and  well  met, 
gentlemen : — 
I  hope,  the  king  is  not  yet  shipp'd  for  Ireland. 

^teen.  Whyhop'stthouso?  'tis  better  hope,  he  is; 
For  his  designs  crave  haste,  his  haste  good  hope ; 
Then  wherefore  dost  thou  hope,  he  is  not  shipp'd  ? 
Green.  That  he,  our  hope,  might  have  retir'd  his 
power*, 

'  The  old  copies  have  '  on  thinking/  which  is  an  evident  error : 
we  should  read,  *  As  thoagh  in  thinking ;'  i.  e. '  though  masing, 
I  hare  no  idea  of  calamity/  The  inyoluntary  and  nnacconntable 
depression  of  the  mind,  which  erery  one  has  sometimes  felt,  is 
here  very  forcibly  described. 

'  Fanciful  conception. 

*  Retir'df  i.  e.  drawn  it  back ;  a  French  sense. 
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And  driveii  into  despair  an  enemy's  hope. 
Who  strongly  hath  set  footing  in  this  land : 
The  banish'd  Bolingbroke  repeals  himself. 
And  with  uphfted  arms  is  safe  arriv'd 
At  Rayenspurg. 

Queen,  Now  God  in  heayen  forbid ! 

Green.  O,  madam,  'tis  too  true :  and  that  is  worse, — 
The  Lord  Northumberland,  his  young  son  Henry 

Percy, 
The  lords  of  Ross,  Beaumond,  and  Willoughby, 
With  all  their  powerful  friends,  are  fled  to  him. 

Bushy,  Why  haye  you  not  proclaim*d  Northum- 
berland, 
And  all  the  rest  of  the  reyolted  faction,  traitors^  ? 

Green.  We  haye:  whereon  the  earl  of  Worcester 
Hath  broke  his  staff,  resign'd  his  stewardship. 
And  all  the  household  seryants  fled  with  him 
To  Bolingbroke. 

Queen.  So,  Green ,  thou  art  the  midwife  to  my  woe, 
And  Bolingbroke  my  sorrow's  dismal  heir^ : 
Now  hath  my  soul  brought  forth  her  prodigy ; 
And  I,  a  gasping  new-deliyer'd  mother, 
Haye  woe  to  woe,  sorrow  to  sorrow  join'd. 

Bushy,  Despair  not,  madam. 

Queen.  Who  shall  hinder  me  ? 

I  will  despair,  and  be  at  enmity 

*  The  first qaarto,  1597,  reads:— 

'  And  all  the  rest  of  the  revolted  faction,  traitors  ?' 
The  folio,  and  the  quarto  of  1598  and  1608: — 

'  And  the  rest  of  the  revolting  faction,  traitors?* 
^  The  queen  had  said  before,  that '  some  unborn  sorrow,  ripe 
in  fortune's  womb,  was  coming  toward  her.'  She  talks  after- 
ward of  her  unknown  griefs  '  being  begotten;'  she  calls  Green 
*  the  midwife  of  her  woe ;'  and  then  means  to  saj  in  the  same 
metaphorical  stjle,  that  the  arrival  of  Bolingbroke  was  the  dis- 
mal offspring  that  her  foreboding  sorrow  was  big  of;  which  she 
expresses  by  calling  him  her  *  sorrow's  dismal  heir,'  and  explains 
more  full;  in  the  following  line  :— 

'  Now  hath  my  soul  brought  forth  her  prodigy.' 


,y  Google 


8C.  II.  KING  RICHARP  II.  47 

With  cozening  hope ;  he  is  a  flatterer, 
A  parasite,  a  keeper-back  of  death, 
Who  gently  would  dissolve  the  bands  of  life. 
Which  false  hof^  lingers  in  extremity. 

Enter  York. 

Green.  Here  comes  the  duke  of  York. 

Queen.  With  signs  of  war  about  his  aged  neck ; 

O,  full  of  careful  business  are  his  looks ! , 

Uncle, 

for  heayen's  sake,  speak  comfortable  words. 

York.  Should  I  do  so,  I  should  belie  my  thoughts : 
Comfort's  in  heaven ;  and  we  are  on  the  earth. 
Where  nothing  lives  but  crosses,  care,  and  grief. 
Your  husband  he  is  gone  to  save  far  off, 
WMst  others  come  to  make  him  lose  at  home : 
Here  am  I  left  to  underprop  his  land; 

Who,  weak  with  age,  cannot  support  myself: 

Now  comes  the  sick  hour  that  his  surfeit  made ; 
Now  shall  he  try  his  friends  that  flatter'd  him. 

Enter  a  Servant. 

Serv.  My  lord,  your  son  was  gone  before  I  came. 

York.  He  was? — Why,  so  ! — go  all  which  way 

it  will! 

The  nobles  they  are  fled,  the  commons  they  are  cold. 

And  will,  I  fear,  revolt  on  Hereford's  side. 

Sirrah,  get  thee  to  Flashy,  to  my  sister  Gloster ; 
Bid  her  send  me  presently  a  thousand  pound : — 
Hold,  take  my  ring. 

Serv.  My  lord,  I  had  forgot  to  tell  your  lordship: 
To-day,  as  I  came  by,  I  called  there ; 
But  I  shall  grieve  you  to  report  the  rest. 

York.  What  is  it,  knave  ? 

Serv.  An  hour  before  I  came,  the  duchess  died. 

York.  God  for  his  mercy !  what  a  tide  of  woes 
Comes  rushing  on  this  woeful  land  at  once ! 
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I  know  not  what  to  do : — I  would  to  God 
(So  my  untruth"^  had  not  provok'd  him  to  it). 
The  king  had  cut  off  my  head  with  my  brother's®. — 
What,  are  there  no  posts  despatch'd  for  Ireland? — 
How  shall  we  do  for  money  for  these  wars  ? — 
Come,  sister 9, — cousin,  I  would  say :  pray,  pardon 

me. — 
Go,  fellow  [  To  the  Servant.]  get  thee  home,  provide 

some  carts, 
And  bring  away  the  armour  that  is  there. — 

[Exit  Servant. 
Gentlemen,  will  you  go  muster  men?  if  I  know 
How,  or  which  way,  to  order  these  affairs. 
Thus  disorderly  thrust  into  my  hands. 
Never  believe  me.     Both  are  my  kinsmen ; — 
The  one's  my  sovereign,  whom  both  my  oath 
And  duty  bids  defend ;  the  other  again. 
Is  my  kinsman,  whom  the  king  hath  wrong'd ; 
Whom  conscience  and  my  kindred  bids  to  right. 
Well,  somewhat  we  must  do. — Come,  cousin,  I'll 
Dispose  of  you : — Gentlemen,  go,  muster  up  your 

men. 
And  meet  me  presently  at  Berkley-castle. 

I  should  to  Plashy  too ; 

But  time  will  not  permit : — ^All  is  uneven. 
And  every  thing  is  left  at  six  and  seven. 

[Exeunt  York  ar^d  Queen. 
Bushy,  The  wind  sits  fair  for  news  to  go  to  Ireland, 
But  none  returns.     For  us  to  levy  power, 
Proportionable  to  the  enemy, 
Is  all  impossible. 

^  Dislojaltj,  treachery. 

®  Not  one  of  York's  brothers  had  his  head  cat  off,  either  by  the 
king  or  any  one  else.  Gloster,  to  whose  death  he  probably 
al lades,  was  smothered  between  two  beds  at  Calais. 

'  This  is  one  of  Shakspeare's  touches  of  nature.  York  is  talk- 
ing to  the  queen,  his  cousin,  but  the  recent  death  of  his  sister  is 
uppermost  in  his  mind. 
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Green,  Besides  our  nearness  to  the  king  in  love, 
Is  near  the  hate  of  those  love  not  the  king. 

Bagat.  And  that's  the  wavering  commons :  for 
iheiT  love 
Lies  in  their  purses ;  and  whoso  empties  them. 
By  so  much  fills  their  hearts  with  deadly  hate. 

Bwhy.  Wherein  the  king  stands  generally  con- 
demn'd. 

Bagot,  If  judgment  lie  in  them,  then  so  do  we, 
Because  we  ever  have  been  near  the  king. 

Green.  Well,  111  for  refuge  straight  to  Bristol 
Castle; 
The  earl  of  Wiltshire  is  already  there. 

Bushy.  Thither  will  I  with  you :  for  little  office 
Will  the  hateful  commons  perform  for  us; 
£xcept  like  curs  to  tear  us  all  to  pieces. — 
Will  you  go  along  with  us  ? 

Bagot.  No ;  I'll  to  Ireland  to  his  majesty. 
Parewell :  if  heart's  presages  be  not  vain, 
We  three  here  part,  that  ne'er  shall  meet  again. 

Bushy.  That's  as  York  thrives  to  beat  back  Bo- 
lingbroke. 

Green.  Alas,  poor  duke !  the  task  he  undertakes 
Is — numb'ring  sands,  and  drinking  oceans  dry ; 
Where  one  on  his  side  fights,  thousands  will  fly. 

Bushy.  Farewell  at  once;  foronce,forall,  and  ever. 

Green.  Well,  we  may  meet  again. 

Bagot.  I  fear  me,  never. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE  III.     The  WtTcfe  m  Glostershire. 
Enter  Bolingbroke  and  Northumberland, 
with  Forces. 
BoUng.  How  far  is  it,  my  lord,  to  Berkley  now  ? 
North.  Believe  me,  noble  lord, 
I  am  a  stranger  here  in  Glostershire. 
VOL.  v.  F 
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These  high  wild  hills^  and  rough  uoeven  ways, 
Draw  out  our  miles,  and  make  them  wearisome : 
And  yet  your  fair  discourse  hath  been  as  sugar. 
Making  the  hard  way  sweet  and  d61ectable. 
But,  I  bethink  me,  what  a  weary  way 
From  Ravenspurg  to  Cotswold,  will  be  found 
In  Ross  and  WiUoughby,  wanting  your  company: 
Which,  I  protest,  hath  very  much  beguil'd 
The  tediousness  and  process  of  my  travel: 
But  theirs  is  sweeten'd  with  the  hope  to  have 
The  present  benefit  which  I  possess  : 
And  hope  to  joy  ^,  is  little  less  in  joy. 
Than  hope  enjoy'd:  by  this  the  weaiy  lords 
Shall  make  their  way  seem  short ;  as  mine  hath  done 
By  sight  of  what  I  have,  your  noble  company. 
Boling,  Of  much  less  value  is  my  company. 
Than  your  good  words.     But  who  comes  h^e  ? 

Enter  Harry  Percy. 

North.  It  is  my  son,  young  Harry  Percy, 
Sent  from  my  brother  Worcester,  whencesoever. — 
Harry,  how  fares  your  uncle? 

Percy.  I  had  thought,  my  lord,  to  have  leam'd  his 

health  of  you. 
North.  Why,  is  he  not  with  the  queen  ? 
Percy.  No,  my  good  lord;  he  hath  forsook  the 
court. 
Broken  his  staff  of  office,  and  dispers'd 
The  household  of  the  king. 

North.  What  was  his  reason  ? 

He  was  not  so  resolv'd,  when  last  we  spake  together. 
Percy.  Because  your  lordship  was  proclaimed 
traitor. 

*  To  joy  is  here  used  as  a  verb  ,  it  is  eqaiyalent  with  to  r^ice, 
*  To  joy,  to  clap  hands,  to  rejoyce.*  Buret.  Shakspeare  very 
frequently  ases  it  in  this  sense. 
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But  he,  my  lord,  is  gone  to  Ravenspurg, 
To  offer  service  to  the  duke  of  Hereford ; 
And  sent  me  o'er  by  Berkley,  to  discover 
What  power  the  duke  of  York  had  levied  there ; 
Then  with  direction  to  repair  to  Ravenspurg. 

North.  Have  you  forgot  the  duke  of  Hereford,  boy  ? 

Percy,  No,  my  good  lord;  for  that  is  not  forgot, 
Which  ne'er  I  did  remember :  to  my  knowledge, 
I  never  in  my  life  did  look  on  him. 

North,  Then  learn  to  know  him  now ;  this  is  the 
duke. 

Percy,  My  gracious  lord,  I  tender  you  my  service. 
Such  as  it  is,  being  tender,  raw,  tod  young ; 
Which  elder  days  shall  ripen  and  confirm 
To  more  approved  service  and  desert. 

Bolmg,  I  thank  thee,  gentle  Percy;  and  be  sure, 
I  count  myself  in  nothing  else  so  happy. 
As  in  a  soul  rememb'ring  my  good  friends; 
And,  as  my  fortune  ripens  with  thy  love. 
It  shall  be  still  thy  true  love's  recompense : 
My  heart  this  covenant  makes,  my  hand  thus  seals  it. 

North,  How  far  is  it  to  Berkley?  And  what  stir 
Keeps  good  old  York  there,  with  his  men  of  war  ? 

Percy,  There  stands  the  castle,  by  yon  tuft  of  trees, 
Mann'd  with  three  hundred  men,  as  I  have  heard : 
And  in  it  are  the  lords  of  York,  Berkley,  and  Sey- 
mour ; 
None  else  of  name,  and  noble  estimate. 

Enter  Ross  and  Willoughby. 

North.  Here  come  the  lords  of  Ross  and  Wil- 
loughby, 
Bloody  with  spurring,  fiery-red  with  haste. 

BoUng,  Welcome,  my  lords :   I  wot  your  love 
pursues 
A  banish'd  traitor :  all  my  treasury 
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Is  yet  but  unfelt  thanks,  which,  more  enrich'd. 
Shall  be  your  love  and  labour's  recompense. 

Ross,  Your  presence  makes  us  rich,  most  noble 

lord. 
Willo.  And  far  surmounts  our  labour  to  attain  it 
Baling.  Erermore  thanks,  the  exchequer  of  the 
poor; 
Which,  till  my  infant  fortune  comes  to  years, 
Stands  for  my  bounty.     But  who  comes  here  ? 

Enter  Berkley. 

North.  It  is  my  lord  of  Berkley,  as  I  guess. 

Berk.  My  lord  of  Hereford,  my  message  is  to  you. 

Boling.  My  lord,  my  answer  is — to  Lancaster^; 
And  I  am  come  to  seek  that  name  in  England : 
And  I  must  find  that  tide  in  your  tongue. 
Before  I  make  reply  to  aught  you  say. 

Berk.  Mistake  me  not,my  lord ;  'tis  not  my  meaning. 
To  raze  one  title  of  your  honour  out^: — 
To  you,  my  lord,  I  come  (what  lord  you  will). 
From  the  most  gracious  regent  of  this  land. 
The  duke  of  York;  to  know,  what  pricks  you  on 
To  take  advantage  of  the  absent  time^. 
And  fright  our  native  peace  with  self-bom  arms. 

Enter  YoRK,  attended. 
Boling.  I  shall  not  need  transport  my  words  by  you ; 
Here  comes  his  grace  in  person. — My  noble  uncle ! 

[Kneels. 

'  *  Your  message,  you  say,  is  to  my  lord  of  Hereford.  Mj 
answer  is,  It  is  not  to  him,  it  is  to  the  Dtiie  of  Lancaster,^ 

^  *  How  the  names  of  them  which  for  capital  crimes  against 
majestie  were  erazed  out  of  the  publicke  records,  tables,  and 
registers,  or  forbidden  to  be  borne  by  their  posteritie,  when 
their  memory  was  damned,  I  could  show  at  large.' — Camden's 
Remaines,  1606,  p.  136. 

*  Time  of  the  king's  absence. 
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York.  Show  me  thy  humble  heart,  and  not  thy  knee, 
Whose  duty  is  deceivable  and  false. 

BoHng,  My  gracious  uncle  !-— 

Yirrk.  Tut,  tut! 
Grace  me  no  grace,  nor  uncle  me  no  uncle  ^ : 
I  am  no  traitor's  uncle ;  and  that  word — grace, 
In  an  ungracious  mouth,  is  but  profane. 
Why  have  those  banish'd  and  forbidden  legs 
Dar'd  once  to  touch  a  dust  of  England's  ground  ? 

But  then  more  why ; Why  have  they  dar'd  to 

march 
So  many  miles  upon  her  peaceful  bosom ; 
Frighting  her  pale-fac'd  villages  with  war. 
And  ostentation  of  despised^  arms  ? 
Com'st  thou  because  the  anointed  king  is  hence  ? 
Why,  foolish  boy,  the  king  is  left  behind. 
And  in  my  loyal  bosom  lies  his  power. 
Were  I  but  now  the  lord  of  such  hot  youth. 
As  when  brave  Gaunt,  thy  father,  and  myself. 
Rescued  the  Black  Prince,  that  young  Mars  of  men, 
From  forth  the  ranks  of  many  thousand  French  ; 
0,  tiien,  how  quickly  should  this  arm  of  mine, 
Now  prisoner  to  the  palsy,  chastise  thee. 
And  minister  correction  to  ^y  fault ! 

*  Id  Romeo  and  Juliet  we  baye  the  same  kind  of  phraseologj : — 

*  Thank  me  no  thaakiags,  nor  prond  me  no  pronds.' 

*  Perhaps  Shakspeare  here  ases  despised  for  hated  or  hateful . 
«nns?    Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  changed  it  to  despiteful^  but  the  old 
copies  all  agree  in  reading  despised,    Shakspeare  uses  the  word 
Hiin  in  a  sing^ar  sense  in  Othello,  Act  i.  Sc.  1,  where  Braban- 
^  exclaims  upon  the  loss  of  his  daughter : — 

*  --..^  what's  to  come  of  my  despised  time 

Is  nought  bnt  bitterness/ 
U  bs  been  suggested  that  *  despised  is  nsed  to  denote  the  general 
contempt  in  which  the  British  held  the  French  forces.    The  duke 
of  Bretaene  furnished  Bolingbroke  with  three  thousand  French 
Midiers/ 

F  2 


,y  Google 


54  KING  RICHARD  II.  ACT  II. 

BoliMg.  My  gracious  uncle,  let  me  know  my  fault ; 
On  what  condition  stands  it,  and  wherein  ? 

York.  £yen  in  condition  of  the  worst  degree, — 
In  gross  rebellion,  and  detested  treason : 
Thou  art  a  banish'd  man,  and  here  art  come. 
Before  the  expiration  of  thy  time. 
In  braving  arms  against  thy  soT^reign. 

Boling.  As  I  was  banish'd,  I  was  banish'd  Here- 
ford; 
But  as  I  come,  I  come  for  Lancaster, 
And,  noble  uncle,  I  beseech  your  grace. 
Look  on  my  wrongs  with  an  indififerent^  eye  : 
You  are  my  father,  for,  methinks,  in  you 
I  see  old  Gaunt  alive ;  O,  Uien,  my  father ! 
Will  you  permit  that  I  shall  stand  condemned 
A  wand'ring  vagabond;  my  rights  and  royalties 
Plucked  from  my  arms  perforce,  and  given  away 
To  upstart  unthrifts  ?  Wherefore  was  I  bom  ? 
If  that  my  cousin  king  be  king  of  £ngland. 
It  must  be  granted,  I  am  duke  of  Lancaster. 
You  have  a  son,  Aumerle,  my  noble  kinsman; 
Had  you  first  died,  and  he  had  been  thus  trod  down. 
He  should  have  found  his  uncle  Gaunt  a  father. 
To  rouse  his  wrongs^,  and  chase' them  to  the  bay. 
I  am  denied  to  sue  my  livery  ^  here. 
And  yet  my  letters  patent  give  me  leave : 
My  father's  goods  are  all  distrain'd,  and  sold; 
And  these,  and  all,  are  all  amiss  employ'd. 

'  Indifferent  is  imparttdL    The  instances  of  this  use  of  the 
word  among  the  poet's  contemporaries  are  very  nimerons.     So, 
in  King  Henry  VIII.  Act  ii.  Sc.  4,  Qaeen  Kathaane  says  :«- 
'  Bom  oat  of  yonr  dominions,  haying  hffre 
No  jadge  indifferent  J 
See  Baret's  Alvearie,  in  letter  1, 108,  where  he  translates  *Aeqmu 
judex,  a  jost  and  indifferent  judge ;  nothing  partial.' 
•  Wrongs  is  prohahly  here  used  for  wrongers, 
^  See  the  former  scene,  p.  32,  note  5. 
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What  would  you  have  me  do?  I  am  a  subject, 
And  challenge  law  :  Attornies  are  denied  me; 
And  therefore  personally  I  lay  my  claim 
To  my  inheritance  of  free  descent. 

North  The  noble  duke  bath  been  too  much  abus'd. 

R(m.  It  stands  your  grace  upon  ^^  to  do  him  right. 

WUh,  Base  men  by  his  endowments  are  made 
great. 

York,  My  lords  of  England,  let  me  tell  you  this, — 
I  haye  had  feeling  of  my  cousin's  wrongs, 
And  labour'd  all  I  could  to  do  him  right : 
Bat  in  this  kind,  to  come,  in  braving  arms. 
Be  his  own  carver,  and  cut  out  his  way. 
To  find  out  right  with  wrong, — it  may  not  be; 
And  you,  that  do  abet  him  in  this  kind. 
Cherish  rebellion,  and  are  rebels  all. 

North,  The  noble  duke  hath  sworn,  his  coming  is 
Bat  for  his  own:  and,  for  the  right  of  that. 
We  all  have  strongly  sworn  to  give  him  aid ; 
And  let  him  ne'er  see  joy,  that  breaks  that  oath. 

York,  Well,  well,  I  see  the  issue  of  these  arms ; 
I  cannot  mend  it,  I  must  needs  confess. 
Because,  my  power  is  weak,  and  all  ill  left : 
But,  if  I  could,  by  him  that  gave  me  life, 
I  would  attach  you  all,  and  make  you  stoop 

*"  Steerens  explains  the  phrase, '  It  stands  your  grace  vpon,* 
to  mean, '  it  is  your  interest ;  it  is  matter  of  conseqaence  to  you.' 
Bat  hear  Baret, '  The  heyre  is  bound ;  the  heyre  onght,  or  it  is 
tbe  heyre's  part  to  defend ;  it  standeth  him  upon ;  or  is  in  his 
cbarge.  Incumbit  defensio  mortis  haredi.*  The  phrase  is  there- 
fore eqoiralent  to  it  is  incumbent  upon  your  grace,  Shakspeare 
VMS  it  again  in  King  Richard  III : — 

* It  stands  me  much  upon 

To  stop  all  hopes  whose  growth  may  danger  me.' 
Su"  N.  Throckmorton,  writing  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  says, '  How^ 
■oeTer  things  do  fall  out,  t^  standeth  your  majestic  so  i^ipon,  for 
JODT  own  suretie  and  reputation  to  be  well  ware,*  &c. — Comoay 
Papers,    Vide  Hamlet,  Act  y.  So,  2. 
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Unto  the  sovereign  mercy  of  die  king; 
But,  since  I  cannot,  be  it  known  to  you, 
I  do  remain  as  neuter.     So,  fare  you  well ; — 
Unless  you  please  to  enter  in  the  castle. 
And  there  repose  you  for  this  night. 

Boling.  An  offer,  uncle,  that  we  will  accept. 
But  we  must  win  your  grace,  to  go  with  us 
To  Bristol  Castle ;  which,  they  say,  is  held 
By  Bushy,  Bagot,  and  their  complices. 
The  caterpillars  of  the  commonwealth, 
Which  I  have  sworn  to  weed,  and  pluck  away. 

York.  It  may  be,  I  will  go  with  you : — but  yet 
I'll  pause ; 
For  I  am  loath  to  break  our  country's  laws. 
Nor  friends,  nor  foes,  to  me  welcome  you  are : 
Things  past  redress,  are  now  with  me  past  care^^. 

[JExeunt. 

SCENE  IV  \     A  Camp  in  Wales. 

Enter  Salisbury ^  and  a  Captain. 

Cap,  My  lord  of  Salisbury,  we  have  staid  ten  days. 
And  hardly  kept  our  countryman  together. 
And  yet  we  hear  no  tidings  from  the  king; 
Therefore  we  will  disperse  ourselves :  farewell. 

Sal.  Stay  yet  another  day,  thou  trusty  Welshman : 
The  king  reposeth  all  his  confidence 
In  thee. 

Cap.  'Tis  thought,the  king  is  dead :  we  will  not  stay, 
The  bay-trees  in  our  country  are  all  wither'd  ', 

"  * Things  without  remedj 

Shoald  he  without  regard/  *    Macbeth. 

>  Johnson  thought  this  scene  hadheenhj  some  accident  trans* 
posed,  and  that  it  should  stand  as  the  second  scene  in  the  third  act, 

3  John  Montacute,  earl  of  Salisbury. 

^  This  enumeration  of  prodigies  is  in  the  highest  degree  poetic 
cal  and  striking*     The  poet  receiyed  the  hint  from  Holinshed ; 
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And  meteors  fright  the  fixed  stars  of  heaven; 
The  pale-fac'd  moon  looks  bloody  on  the  earth. 
And  lean-look'd  prophets  whisper  fearful  change ; 
Rich  men  look  sad,  and  ruffians  dance  and  leap, — 
The  one  in  fear  to  lose  what  they  enjoy, 
The  other,  to  enjoy  by  rage  and  war : 
These  signs  forerun  the  death  or  fall  of  kings. — 
.  Farewell ;  our  countrymen  are  gone  and  fled, 
As  well  assur'd,  Richard  their  king  is  dead.     [Exit, 
Sal.  Ah,  Richard !  with  the  eyes  of  heavy  mind, 
I  see  thy  glory,  like  a  shooting  star, 
Fall  to  the  base  earth  from  the  firmament ! 
Thy  sup  sets  weeping  in  the  lowly  west, 
Witnessing  storms  to  come,  woe,  and  unrest : 
Thy  friends  are  fled,  to  wait  upon  thy  foes : 
And  crossly  to  thy  good  all  fortune  goes.       [Exit, 


ACT  III. 


SCENE  I.     Bolmgbroke's  Camp  at  Bristol. 

Enter  Bolingbroke,  York,  Northumber- 
land, Percy,  Willoughby,  Ross  :  Officers 
behind  with  Bushy  and  Green,  prisoners. 

Baling,  Bring  forth  these  men. — 
Bushy  and  Green,  I  will  not  vex  your  souls 
(Since  presently  your  souls  must  part  your  bodies). 
With  too  much  urging  your  pernicious  lives, 

'  In  this  jeare,  in  a  manner  thronghont  all  the  realme  of  Englande, 
old  haU  trees  withered/  &c.  This,  as  it  appears  from  T.  Lap- 
ton's  Sjxt  Booke  of  Notable  Things,  bl.  4to.  was  esteemed  a 
bad  omen.  '  Neytber  falling  sickness,  nejther  devjll,  wyll  in- 
fest or  hurt  one  in  that  place  whereas  a  hay  tree  is.  The  Romajnes 
call  it  the  plant  of  the  good  angel,'  &c.  See  also  Evelyn's  Sylira, 
4to.  1776,  p.  396. 
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For  'twere  no  charity :  yet,  to  wash  your  blood 
From  bff  my  hands,  here,  in  the  view  of  men, 
I  will  unfold  some  causes  of  your  deaths. 
You  hare  misled  a  prince,  a  royal  king, 
A  happy  gentleman  in  blood  and  lineaments. 
By  you  unhappied  and  disfigur'd  clean  ^. 
You  hare,  in  manner,  with  your  sinful  hours. 
Made  a  divorce  betwixt  his  queen  and  him ; 
Broke  the  possession  of  a  royal  bed^. 
And  stain'd  the  beauty  of  a  fair  queen's  cheeks 
With  tears  drawn  from  her  eyes  by  your  foul  wrongs. 
Myself — a  prince,  by  fortune  of  my  birth,  , 
Near  to  the  king  in  blood ;  and  near  in  love. 

Till  you  did  make  him  misinterpret  me, 

Have  stoop'd  my  neck  under  your  injuries. 
And  sigh'd  my  English  breath  in  foreign  clouds. 
Eating  the  bitter  bread  of  banishment : 
Whilst  you  have  fed  upon  my  signories, 
Dispark'd^  my  parks,  and  fell'd  my  forest  woods ; 
From  my  own  windows  torn  my  household  coat, 
Kaz'd  out  my  impress  *,  leaving  me  po  sign, — 
Save  men's  opinions,  and  my  hving  blood, — ^ 

>  i.  e.  quite,  completely.  Thus  in  Shakspeare's  seyentj-fiftli 
Sonnet  :— 

'  And  by  and  by  clean  starred  for  a  look.' 
'  Quite  and  cleane  to  take  awaye  an  opinion  from  one.  Excatere 
opinionem  radicitns.' — Baret, 

'  There  seems  to  be  no  authority  for  this.  Isabel,  Richard's 
second  queen,  was  but  nine  years  old  at  this  period ;  his  first 
queen,  Anne,  died  in  1392,  and  he  was  very  fond  of  her. 

^  To  disparh  signifies  to  divest  a  park  of  its  name  and  charac> 
ter,  by  destroying  the  enclosures,  and  the  vert  (or  whatever  bears 
green  leaves,  whether  wood  or  underwood),  and  the  beasts  of  the 
chase  therein ;  laying  it  open. 

*  The  impresa  was  a  device,  or  motto.  Feme,  in  his  Blazon  of 
Gentry,  1588,  observes  that '  the  arms,  &c.  of  traitors  and  rebels 
may  be  defaced  and  removed  wheresoever  they  are  fixed  or  set' 
For  the  punishment  of  a  base  knight  see  Spenser's  Faerie  QueeOy 
b.  V.  c.  iiL  St.  37. 
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To  show  the  worid  I  am  a  gentleman, 
This,  and  much  more,  much  more  than  twice  all  this. 
Condemns  you  to  the  death : — See  them  delirer'd  over 
To  execution  and  the  hand  of  death. 

Bushy.  More  welcome  is  the  stroke  of  death  to  me. 
Than  Bolingbroke  to  England. — Lords,  farewell. 

Green.  My  comfort  is, — that  heaven  will  take  our 
souls. 
And  plf^ue  injustice  with  the  pains  of  hell. 

Boling.    My  Lord  Northumberland,   see  them 
despatch'd. 
[Exeunt  Northumberand  and  Others,  with 
Prisoners. 
Uncle,  you  say,  the  queen  is  at  your  house ; 
Per  heaven's  sake,  fairly  let  her  be  entreated  : 
Tell  her,  I  send  to  her  my  kind  commends  ^ ; 
Take  special  care  my  greetings  be  deliver'd. 

Yarh.  A  geirtleman  of  mine  I  have  despatched 
With  letters  of  your  love  to  her  at  large. 

Baling.  Thanks,  gentle  uncle.^-Come,lords,away : 
To  fight  with  Glendower  and  his  complices ; 
Awhile  to  work,  and,  after,  holiday.         [Exeunt^. 

.  SCENE  II. 

The  Coast  of  Wales.     A  Castle  in  view. 

Fhmrish:  Drums  and  Trumpets.  Enter  Kino 
Richard,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  Aumerle,  and 
Soldiers. 

K.Rich.  Barkloughly  Castle  caM  you^  this  at  hand  ? 
Atem.  Yea,my  lord :  How  brooks  your  grace  the  air. 
After  your  late  tossing  on  the  Inresicing  seas  ? 
K.  Rich.  Needs  must  I  like  it  well ;  I  weep  for  joy, 

*  Commendations. 

*  Johnson  says  '  here  ma^  he  properly  inserted  the  last  scene 
of  the  second  act.' 

'  The  qnarto  of  1597  reads  they. 
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To  stand  upon  my  kingdom  once  again. 

Dear  earthy  I  do  salute  thee  with  my  hand, 
Though  rebels  wound  thee  with  their  horses*  hoofs  r 
As  a  long  parted  motiier  with  her  child 
Plays  foncUy  with  her  tears,  and  smiles,  in  meeting; 
So,  weepings  smiling,  greet  I  thee,  my  earth. 
And  do  thee  favour  ^ith  my  royal  hands. 
Feed  not  thy  sovereign's  foe,  my  gentle  earth. 
Nor  with  thy  sweets  comfort  his  ravenous  sense : 
But  let  thy  spiders,  that  suck  up  thy  venom. 
And  heavy-gaited  toads,  lie  in  fiieir  way ; 
Doing  annoyance  to  the  treacherous  feet. 
Which  with  usurping  steps  do  trample  thee. 
Yield  stinging  nettles  to  mine  enemies : 
And  when  they  from  thy  bosom  pluck  a  flower. 
Guard  it,  I  pray  thee,  with  a  lurking  adder; 
Whose  double  tongue  may  with  a  mortal  touch 
Throw  death  upon  thy  sovereign's  enemies. — 
Mock  not  my  senseless  conjuration,  lords ; 
This  earth  shall  have  a  feeling,  and  these  stones 
Prove  armed  soldiers,  ere  her  native  king 
Shall  falter  under  foul  rebellious  arms. 

Bishop.  Fear  not,  my  lord;  that  Power,  that  made 
you  king, 
Hath  power  to  keep  you  king,  in  spite  of  all. 
The  means  that  heaven  yields  must  be  embrac'd. 
And  not  neglected ;  else,  if  heaven  would, 
And  we  will  not,  heaven's  offer  we  refuse; 
The  proffer'd  means  of  succour  and  redress. 

Aum,  He  means,  my  lord,  that  we  are  too  remiss ; 
Whilst  Bolingbroke,  through  our  security. 
Grows  strong  and  great,  in  substance,  and  in  friends. 

K.Rich,  Discomfortable  cousin !  know'stthou  not. 
That  when  the  searching  eye  of  heaven  is  hid 
Behind  the  globe,  and^  lights  the  lower  world, 

'  The  old  copies  read  '  thai  lights,'  &c.     The  alteration  was 
made  by  Johnson. 
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Then  thievest  alnd  robbers  range  abroad  tmseen. 

In  murdersy  and  in  outrage,  bloody  here ; 

But  when,  from  under  this  terrestrial  ball. 

He  fires  the  proud  tops  of  the  eastern  pines  ^^ 

And  darts  his  Ught  through  every  guilty  hole. 

Then  murders,  treasons,  and  detested  sins. 

The  cloak  of  night  being  pluck'd  from  off  their  backs; 

Stand  bare  and  naked,  trembling  at  themselves? 

So  when  this  thief,  this  traitor,  Bolingbroke, — 

Who  all  this  whfle  hath  reyell'd  in  the  night. 

Whilst  we  were  wand'ring  with  the  antipodes, — 

Shall  see  us  rising  in  our  throne  the  east. 

His  treasons  Mrill  sit  blushing  m  his  face. 

Not  able  to  endure  the  sight  of  day. 

But,  sel^affrighted,  tremble  at  his  sin. 

Kot  all  the  water  in  the  rough  rude  sea 

Can  wash  the  balm  from  an  anointed  king : 

The  breath  of  worldly  men  cannot  depose 

The  deputy  elected  by  the  Lord  * : 

For  every  man  that  Bolingbroke  hath  press'dy 

To  lift  shrewd  steel  against  our  golden  crown, 

God  for  bis  Richard  hath  in  heavenly  pay 

A  glorious  angel :  then,  if  angels  fight. 

Weak  men  mAistHall  ^  for  heaven  still  guards  the  right* 

£nter  Salisbury. 

Welcome,  my  lord;  How  far  off  lies  your  power  ^? 
Sal,  Nor  near,  nor  further  off,  my  gracious  lord, 

'  '  It  is  not  easy  (sajs  Steerens)  to  point  6at  an  image  more 
striking  and  beaatifal  Uian  this  in  any  poet,  ancient  or  modern.' 

*  Here  is  the  doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and  of  the 
passive  obedience  of  snbject^^  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms. 
Johnson  observes  that  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  impute  the  origi* 
Bal  of  every  tenet  which  we  have  been  tanght  to  think  false  or 
foolish  to  tbe  reign  of  King  James  I.  But  this  doctrine  was 
never  carried  farther  in  any  country,  than  in  this  island,  while 
the  bouse  of  Tudor  sat  on  the  throne. 

*  Force* 

VOL.  v.  G 
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Than  this  weak  ann :  Discomfort  guides  my  tongue. 

And  bids  me  speak  of  nothing  but  despair. 

One  day  too  late,  I  fear,  my  noble  lord. 

Hath  clouded  all  thy  happy  days  on  earth : 

O,  call  back  yesterday,  bid  time  return. 

And  thou  shalt  have  twelve  thousand  fighting  men  ! 

To-day,  to-day,  unhappy  day,  too  late, 

O'erthrows  thy  joys,  friends,  fortune,  and  thy  state ; 

For  all  the  Welshmen,  hearing  thou  wert  dead. 

Are  gone  to  Bolingbroke,  dispers'd,  and  fled. 

Aum,  Comfort,  my  liege  :  why  looks  your  grace 
so  pale? 

K.  Rich,  But  now,  the  blood  of  twenty  thousand 
men 

Did  triumph  in  my  face,  and  they  are  fled ; 
And,  till  so  much  blood  thither  come  again. 

Have  I  not  reason  to  look  pale  and  dead? 
All  souls  that  will  be  safe,  fly  from  my  side ; 
For  time  hath  set  a  blot  upon  my  pride. 

Aum.  Comfort,  my  liege :  remember  who  you  are. 

K, Rich.  I  had  forgot  myself:  Am  I  not  king? 
Awake,  thou  sluggard^  majesty  !  thou  sleep'st. 
Is  not  the  king's  name  forty  thousand  names  ^  ? 
Arm,  arm,  my  name !  a  puny  subject  strikes 
At  thy  great  glory. — Look  not  to  the  ground. 
Ye  favourites  of  a  king ;  Are  we  not  high  ? 
High  be  our  thoughts :  I  know,  my  uncle  York 
Hath  power  enough  to  serve  our  turn.     But  who 
Comes  here? 

Enter  Scroop. 

Scroop.  More  health  and  happiness  betide  my  liege. 
Than  can  my  care-tun'ti  tongue  deliver  him. 

^  Tke  first  quarto  reads  '  coward  majestj.' 

7  So  in  King  Richard  III.  :— 

'  Besides  the  king's  name  is  a  toi^ver  of  strength.' 
See  a  speech  of  Antigonas,  in  Plutarch,  of  this  kind.     Vol.  ii. 
4to.  p.  199,  Gr. 
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K,  Rich.  Mine  ear  is  open,  and  my  heart  prepar'd  ° : 
The  worst  is  worldly  loss,  thou  canst  unfold. 
Say,  is  my  kingdom  lost?  why,  'twas  my  care? 
And  what  loss  is  it,  to  be  rid  of  care? 
Strives  Bdingbroke  to  be  as  great  as  we  ? 
Greater  he  shedl  not  be ;  if  he  serve  God, 
We'll  serve  him  too,  and  be  his  fellow  so  : 
Revolt  our  subjects  ?  that  we  cannot  mend ; 
They  break  their  faith  to  God,  as  well  as  us : 
Cry  woe,  destruction,  ruin,  loss,  decay : 
The  worst  is — death,  and  death  will  have  his  day. 

Scroop.  Glad  am  I,  that  your  highness  is  so  arm'd 
To  bear  the  tidings  of  calamity     ^ 
like  an  unseasonable  stormy  day. 
Which  makes  the  silver  rivers  drown  their  shores. 
As  if  the  world  were  all  dissolved  to  tears ; 
So  high  above  his  hmits  swells  the  rage 
Of  BoHngbroke,  covering  your  feeurful  land 
With  hard  bright  steel,  and  hearts  harder  than  steel. 
White-beards  have  arm'd  their  thin  and  hairless  scalps 
Against  thy  ms^ esty ;  and  boys,  with  women's  voices. 
Strive  to  speak  big,  and  clap  their  female  joints 
In  stiff  unwieldy  arms  against  thy  crown : 
The  very  beadsmen  learn  to  bend  their*  bows 
Of  double-fatal  yew^  against  thy  state ; 

*  '  It  seems  to  be  the  design  of  the  poet  to  raise  Richard  to 
esteem  in  his  faU,  and  oonsequentlj  to  interest  the  reader  in  his 
favour.  He  gives  him  only  passive  fortitude,  the  yirtne  of  a  con- 
fessor, rather  than  of  a  king.  In  his  prosperity  we  saw  him  im« 
perions  and  oppressive  \  hat  in  his  distress  he  is  wise,  patient, 
and  pious.' — Johsucn, 

'  Yew  is  called  douhU-fatal,  becMse  of  the  poisonous  quality 
of  the  leares,  and  on  account  of  the  wood  being  used  for  instru- 
ments of  death.  From  some  ancient  statutes  it  appears  that 
every  Englishman,  while  archery  was  practised,  was  obliged  to 
keep  in  his  house  either  a  bow  of  yew  or  some  other  wood.  It 
has  been  supposed  that  yema  were  anciently  planted  in  church- 
yards not  only  to  defend  the  church  from  the  wind,  but  on  account 
of  their  use  in  making  horns ;  while  their  poisonous  quality  was 
kept  ^m  doing  mischief  to  the  cattle  in  that  sacred  enclosure. 
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Yea,  distafT-women  manage  rusty  bills 
Against  thy  seat :  both  young  and  old  rebel, 
And  all  goes  worse  than  I  have  power  to  tell. 

K.Rich,  Too  well,  too  well,  thou  telFst  a  tale  so  'dU 
Where  is  the  earl  of  Wiltshire  ?  where  is  Bagot  ^^? 
What  is  become  of  Bushy  ?  where  is  Green  ? 
That  they  have  let  the  dangerous  enemy 
Measure  our  confines  with  such  peaceful  steps? 
If  we  prevail,  their  heads  shall  pay  for  it. 
I  warrant,  they  have  made  peace  with  Bolingbroke. 

Scroop,  Peace  have  they  made  with  him,  indeed, 
my  lord. 

K.  Rich,  O  villains,  vipers,  damn'd  without  re- 
demption ! 
Dogs,  easily  won  to  fawn  on  any  man ! 
Snakes,in  my  heart-blood  warm'd,tiiat  sting  my  heart! 
Three  Judases,  each^ne  thrice  worse  than  Judas  I 
Would  they  make  peace  ?  terrible  hell  make  war 
Upon  their  spotted  souls  for  this  offence ! 

Scroop,  Sweet  love,  I  see,  changing  his  property. 
Turns  to  the  sourest  and  most  deadly  hate ; — 
Again  uncurse  their  souls;  their  peace  is  made 
With  heads,  and  not  with  hands :  those  whom  you 

xiurse, 
Have  felt  the  worst  of  death's  destroying  wound. 
And  lie  full  low,  grav'd  ^^  in  the  hollow  ground. 

^^  The  mention  of  Bagot  here  is  a  lapse  of  the  poet  or  the 
king ;  but  perhaps  it  may  have  been  intended  to  mark  more 
strongly  the  perturbation  of  the  king's  mind  by  making  bim  in- 
quire at  first  for  Bagot,  whose  loyalty,  on  further  recollectioii» 
might  show  him  the  impropriety  of  the  question. 

"  i.  e.  buried.  The  verb  is  not  peculiar  to  Shakspeare.  We 
have  it  in  Gower,  and  in  Lord  Surrey's  translation  of  the  fourth 
JBneid: — 

'  Cinders,  thbk*st  thou,  mind  this,  or  graved  ghosts  V 
Shakspeare  uses  it  again  in  Timon  of  Athens : — 

*  ^—  ditches  grave  you  all.' 
George  Cavendish,  in  his  Metrical  Visions,  makes  the  Duk^  of 
Suffolk  say  :— 

'  And  my  hedles  body,  vouchsafe  to  se  it  graved^* 
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Aum.  Is  Bushy,  Green,  and  the  earl  of  Wiltshire 
dead? 

Scroop,  Yea,  all  of  them  at  Bristol  lost  their  heads. 

Atom,  Where  is  the  duke,  my  father,  with  his  power? 

KMich,  No  matter  where ;  of  comfortno  man  speak: 
Let's  talk  of  graves,  of  worms,  and  epitaphs  ; 
Make  dust  our  paper,  and  with  rainy  eyes 
Write  sorrow  on  the  bosom  of  the  earth. 
Lefs  choose  executors,  and  talk  of  wills  : 
And  yet  not  so, — for  what  can  we  bequeath, 
Save  our  deposed  bodies  to  the  ground  ? 
Our  lands,  our  lives,  and  all  are  Bolingbroke's, 
And  nothing  can  we  call  our  own,  but  death ; 
And  that  small  model ^^  of  the  barren  earth. 
Which  serves  as  paste  and  cover  to  our  bones. 
For  heaven*s  sake,  let  us  sit  upon  the  ground, 
.  And  tell  sad  stories  of  the  death  of  kings : — 
How  some  have  been  deposed,  some  slain  in  war; 
Some  haunted  by  the  ghosts  they  have  depos'd ; 
Some  poison'd  by  their  wives,  some  sleeping  kill'd ; 
AH  murder'd : — For  within  the  hollow  crown. 
That  rounds  the  mortal  temples  of  a  king. 
Keeps  death  his  court :  and  there  the  antick  sits  ^^, 
Scoffing  his  state,  and  grinning  at  his  pomp ; 
Allowing  him  a  breath,  a  little  scene 
To  monarchize,  be  fear'd,  and  kill  with  looks ; 
Infusmg  him  with  self  and  vain  conceit, — 
As  if  this  flesh,  which  walls  about  our  life, 
Were  brass  impregnable ;  and  humour'd  thus, 

^^  A  sttmU  model,  or  module,  for  they  were  the  same  in  Shak- 
■peare's  time,  seems  to  mean  in  this  place  a  small  portion  or  gtuM- 
iiiy.  It  is  a  Latinism  from  '  modulus,  the  measure  or  quantity  of 
a  Uiing/ 

^  It  is  not  impossible  that  Shakspeare  borrowed  this  idea  from 
Uiat  most  exquisite  emblematic  book  of  engravings  on  wood  the 
Dance  of  Death,  or  Imagines  Mortis,  attributed  to  Holbein.  See 
tV  seventh  print. 
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Comes  at  the  last,  and  with  a  little  pin 

Bores  through  his  castle  wall,  and — farewell,  king ! 

Cover  your  heads,  and  mock  not  flesh  and  blood 

With  solemn  reverence ;  throw  away  respect. 

Tradition  ^^,  form,  and  ceremonious  duty. 

For  you  have  but  mistook  me  all  this  while : 

I  live  with  bread  like  you,  feel  want,  taste  grief. 

Need  friends : — Subjected  thus. 

How  can  you  say  to  me — I  am  a  king? 

Car,  My  lord,  wise  men  ne'er  wail  their  present 
woes, 
But  presently  prevent  the  ways  to  wail, 
To  fear  the  foe,  since  fear  oppresseth  strength, 
Gives,  in  your  weakness,  strength  unto  your  foe. 
And  60  your  follies  fight  against  yourself. 
Fear,  and  be  slain ;  no  worse  can  come,  to  fight : 
And  fight  and  die,  is  death  destroying  death ^^; 
Where  fearing  dying,  pays  death  servile  breath. 

Aum.  My  father  hath  a  power,  inquire  of  him; 
And  learn  to  make  a  body  of  a  limb. 

K,  Rich,  Thou  chid'st  me  well : — Proud  Boling* 
broke,  I  come 
To  change  blows  with  thee  for  our  day  of  doom. 
This  ague-fit  of  fear  is  over-blown ; 

An  easy  task  it  is,  to  win  our  own. 

Say,  Scroop,  where  lies  our  uncle  with  his  power  ? 
Speak  sweetly,  man,  although  thy  looks  be  sour. 

Scroop,  Men  judge  by  the  complexion  of  the  sky 

The  state  and  inclination  of  the  day : 
So  may  you  by  my  dull  and  heavy  eye. 

My  tongue  hath  but  a  heavier  tale  to  say. 
I  play  the  torturer,  by  small  and  smaU, 
To  lengthen  out  the  worst  that  must  be  spoken : — 

^*  Tradition  here  seemg  to  mean  tmdiiiomil  pr adieu,  i.  e.  estm- 
hUshsd  or  automary  homage, 

**  That  is,  to  Me  fighting  is  to  return  the  evil  that  we  suffer, 
1  destroy  the  destroyers. 
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Your  uncle  York  hath  join'd  with  Bolingbroke ; 
And  all  your  northern  castles  yielded  up, 
And  all  your  southern  gentlemen  in  arms 
Upon  his  party. 

K.  Rich.  Thou  hast  said  enough. 

Beshrew  thee,  cousin,  which  didst  lead  me  forth 

[2b  AUMERLE. 

Of  that  sweet  way  I  was  in  to  despair ! 

What  say  you  now?  What  comfort  have  we  now ? 

By  heaven,  I'll  hate  him  everlastingly. 

That  bids  me  be  of  comfort  any  more  ^^. 

Go,  to  Flint  castle ;  there  I'll  pine  away ; 

A  king,  woe's  slave,  shaU  kingly  woe  obey. 

That  power  I  have,  discharge ;  and  let  them  go 

To  ear  ^^  the  land  Uiat  hath  some  hope  to  grow. 

For  I  have  none : — Let  no  man  speak  again 

To  alter  this,  for  counsel  is  but  vain. 

Aum,  My  liege,  one  word. 

K.  Rich.  He  does  me  double  wrong. 

That  wounds  me  with  the  flatteries  of  his  tongue. 
Dbcharge  my  followers,  let  them  hence : — Away, 
From  Richard's  night,  to  Bolingbroke's  fair  day. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE  III. 

Wales.     A  Plain  before  Flint  Castle. 

Enter,  with  Drum  and  Cohuxs,  Bolingbroke  and 
Forces;  York,  Northumberland,  and  Others. 

BoUng.  So  that  by  this  intelligence  we  learn. 
The  Welshmen  are  dispers'd;  and  Salisbury 

^  Tbifl  sentimeBt  is  drawn  from  nature.  Nothing  is  more 
offensive  to  a  mind  c^nvinc^  that  its  distress  is  without  remedy, 
•nd  preparing  to  submit  quietly  to  irresistible  calamity,  than 
these  petty  and  conjectured  comforts,  which  unskilful  officious- 
ness  thinks  it  virtue  to  ajiminister. 

*^  To  ear  the  land  is  to  ^  it,  to  plough  it,  from  the  Saxon 
epuui.    80  in  All's  Well  that  Ends  Well:— 

'  He  that  ear*  my  land,  spares  my  team.* 
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Is  gone  to.  meet  the  king,  ^ho  lately  landed, 
With  some  few  private  friends,  upon  this  coast 

North,  The  news  is  yery  fair  and  good,  my  lord ; 
Richard,  not  far  from  hence,  hath  hid  his  head. 

York.  It  would  beseem  the  lord  Northumberland, 
To  say — King  Richard : — Alack  the  heavy  day, 
When  such  a  sacred  king  should  hide  his  head ! 

North.  Your  grace  mistdces  me^ ;  only  to  be  brief. 
Left  I  his  title  out. 

York.  The  time  hath  been. 

Would  you  have  been  so  bri^  with  him,  he  would 
Have  been  so  brief  with  you,  to  shorten  you 
For  taking  so  the  head,  your  whole  head's  lengHi. 

Bolmg.  Mistake  not,  uncle,further  than  you  should. 

York.  Take  not,  good  cousin,  further  than  you 
should^ 
Lest  you  mis-take :  The  heavens  are  o'er  your  head. 

Soling.  I  know  it,  uncle ;  and  oppose  not 
Myself  against  their  will. — But  who  comes  here? 

Enter  Percy. 

Well^,  Harry;  what,  will  not  this  castle  yield  ? 

Percy.  The  castle  royally  is  mann'd,  my  lord. 
Against  thy  entrance. 

Soling.  Royally! 
Why,  it  contains  no  king  ? 

Percy.  Yes,  my  good  lord. 

It  doth  contain  a  king:  King  Richard  lies 
Within  the  limits  of  yon  lime  and  stone : 
And  with  him  are  the  Lord  Aumerle,  Lord  Salisbury, 
Sir  Stephen  Scroop ;  besides  a  clergyman 
Of  holy  reverence ;  who,  I  cannot  learn. 

North.  Belike,  it  is  the  bishop  of  Carlisle. 

*  The  word  m«,  which  is  wanting  in  the  old  copies,  was  sap- 
plied  hj  Hanmer. 

'  The  old  cop  J  reads  '  Welcome,  Harry:'  the  emendation  is 
Hanmer's. 


,y  Google 


SC.  III.  KINO  RICHARD  II.  09 

BoUng.  Noble  lord ^  [Tb  North. 

Oo  to  the  rude  ribs  of  that  ancieit  castle; 
Through  brazeu  trumpet  send  the  breath  of  parle 
Into  his  ruin'd  ear^,  and  thus  deliver : 
Hturry  Boluigbroke 

On  both  his  knees  doth  kiss  King  Richard's  hand ; 
And  sends  allegiance,  and  true  faith  of  heart. 
To  his  most  royal  person :  hither  come 
Even  at  his  feet  to  lay  my  arms  and  power ; 
Provided  that,  my  banishment  repealed. 
And  lands  restor'd  agittn,  be  freely  granted : 
If  not,  I'll  use  the  ackantage  of  my  power. 
And  lay  the  summer's  dust  with  showers  of  blood, 
Rain'd  from  the  wounds  of  slaughter'd  EngUshmen : 
The  which,  howfar  off  firom  the  mind  of  Bolingbroke 
It  is,  such  crimson  tempest  should  bedrench 
The  firesh  green  lap  of  fair  King  Richard's  land. 
My  stoopmg  duty  tenderly  shall  show. 
Oo,  signify  as  much ;  while  here  we  inarch 
Upon  the  grassy  carpet  of  this  plain. — 

[Northumberland  adoances  to  the 
Cattle,  with  a  Trumpet. 
Lefs  march  without  the^noise  of  threat'ningdrum. 
That  from  the  eastle's  totter'd^  battlements 
Our  fair  appointments  may  be  well  perus'd. 
Methmks,  King  Richard  and  myself  should  meet 
With  no  less  terror  than  the  elements 
'Of  fire  and  water,  when  their  thund'r ing  shock 
At  meeting  tears  the  cloudy  cheeks  of  heav€». 
3e  he  the  fire,  I'll  be  the  yielding  w«ter : 
The  rage  be  his,  while  on  the  earth  I  rain 

'  Shakspeare  freqnentlj,  in  his  addresses  to  persons,  begins 
with  an  hemistich ;  and  sometimes  blends  short  prosaic  sentences 
with  his  metrical  dialogues. 

*  Totter'd,  the  reading  of  the  two  first  quartos^  is  here  proba- 
t>lj  used  for  toiterimg,  according  to  a  frequent  usage  of  our  poet. 
The  other  copies  read  taiter*d. 
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My  waters;  on  the  earth,  and  not  on  him. 
March  on,  and  mark  King  Eichard  how  he  looks. 

A  Parley  sounded,  and  anaweredhy  another  Trumpet 
vrithin.     Flourish.     Enter  on  the  malls  King 
BiCHARD,  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  Aumerle, 
Scroop,  and  Salisbury.    ' 
Yorh  See,  see.  Ring  Richard  doth  himself  appear^^ 
As  doth  the  blushing  discontented  sun 
From  out  the  fiery  portal  of  the  east; 
When  he  perceiyes  the  envious  clouds  are  beat 
To  dim  his  glory,  and  to  stain  Ihe  track 
Of  his  bright  passage  to  the  Occident 
Yet  looks  he  like  a  king ;  behold,  his  eye. 
As  bright  as  is  the  eagle's,  lightens  forth 
Controlling  majesty ;  Alack,  alack,  for  woe. 
That  any  harm  should  stain  so  fair  a  show ! 

K,  Rich.  We  are  amaz'd ;  and  thus  long  have  we 
stood 
To  watch  the  fearful  bending  of  thy  knee, 

[To  Northumberland. 
Because  we  thought  ourself  thy  lawful  king : 
And  if  we  be,  how  dare  thy  joints  forget 
To  pay  their  awfnl  duty  to  our  presence  ? 
Jf  we  be  not,  show  us  the  hand  of  God 
That  hath  dismissed  us  from  our  stewardship ; 
For  well  we  know,  no  hand  of  blood  and  bone 
Can  gripe  the  sacred  handle  of  our  sceptre, 
Unless  he  do  profane,  steal,  or  usurp. 
And  though  you  think,  that  all,  as  you  have  done. 
Have  torn  their  souls,  by  turning  them  ham  us. 

And  we  are  barren,  and  bereft  of  friends ; 

Yet  know, — ^my  master,  God  omnipotent. 
Is  must'ring  in  his  clouds,  on  our  behalf, 

*  The  six  first  lines  of  this  speech  are  erroneoosl j  giTtn  to 
Bolingbroke  in  the  old  copies. 
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Armies  of  pestilence ;  and  they  shall  strike 
Your  olttldreB  yet  unlxMm,  and  unbegol, 
That  lift  your  vassal  hands  against  my  head. 
And  threat  the  glory  of  my  predous  crown. 
Tell  Bolingforoke  (for  yond',  methinks,  he  is)^ 
That  every  stride  he  makes  upon  my  land. 
Is  dangerous  treason ;  He  is  come  to  ope 
The  purple  testament^  of  bleecyng  war;   . 
But  ere  the  crown  he  looks  for  live  in  pe&ce. 
Ten  thousand  bloody  crowns  of  mothers'  sons 
ShaU  ill  become  die  flow^  of  En^aad's  face^; 
Change  the  complexion  of  her  maid-pale  peace 
To  scarlet  indignation,  and  bedew 
Her  pastures'  grass  with  faithful  Eaglish  Uood. 

North.  The  king  of  heaven  forbid,  omr  lord  1^  king 
Should  so  with  civil  and  uncivil  arms 
Be  rush'd  upon !  Thy  tfarice-noble  cousin, 
Harry  Bolingbr<^e,  doth  humbly  kiss  tiiy  hand ; 
And  by  the  honourable  tomb  he  swears. 
That  stands  upon  thy  royal  grandsire's  bones ; 
And  by  the  royalties  of  bodi  your  bloods, 
Ourr^its  that  spring  from  one  most  gracious  head; 
And  by  the  buried  hand  of  warlike  Gaunt; 

*  Shakspeare  uses  the  word  testament  in  its  legal  sense.  Bol- 
bgbroke  is  come  to  open  the  testament  of  war,  that  he  may 
peruse  what  is  decreed  there  in  his  faronr.  Purph  is  an  epithet 
referring  to  the  futnre  elSasion  of  hlood.  Thus  in  Julius  Caesar  :— 
*  Now  while  your  yurpUd  hands  do  reek  and  smoke.' 
^  i.  e.  England's  flowery  face,  the  flowery  surface  of  England's 
soil.    The  same  mode  of  expression  is  used  in  Sidney's  Arcad^ 
p.  2 : — <  Opening  the  cherry  of  her  lips/  i.  e.  her  cherry  lipe« 
Again,  p.  240,  ed.  1633 :— '  The  sweet  and  heautifol  fiomer  of 
her  faxjt.  And  Drayton,  in  Mortimer's  Epistle  to  Queen  Isabel : — 
'  And  in  the  field  advance  our  plumy  crest. 
And  march  upon  fair  England's  fiow*ry  breast* 
There  is  a  similar  image  in  the  first  part  of  King  fieary  IV. 
Sc.  1:— 

'  No  more  the  thirsty  entrance  of  the  soil 

Shall  daub  her  Ups  with  her  own  childr^'s  blood.' 
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And  by  the  worth  and  honour  of  himself, 
Comprising  all  that  may  be  sworn  or  said, — 
His  coining  hither  hath  no  further  scope, 
Than  for  his  lineal  royalties,  and  to  beg 
Enfranchisement  immediate  on  his  knees : 
Which  on  thy  royal  party  granted  once. 
His  glittering  arms  he  will  commend  ^  to  rust. 
His  barbed  steeds  to  stables,  and  his  heart 
To  faithful  service  of  your  majesty. 
This  swears  he,  as  he  is  a  prince,  is  just; 
And,  as  I  am  a  gentleman,  I  credit  him. 

K.Rich.  Northumberland,  say, — thus  the  king 
returns ; 
His  noble  cousin  is  right  welcome  hither; 
And  all  ike  number  c^  his  fair  demands 
ShaU  be  accompUsh'd  without  contradiction: 
With  all  the  gracious  utterance  thou  hast. 
Speak  to  his  gentle  hearing  kind  commends. — 
We  do  debase  ourself,  cousin,  do  we  not, 

[To  AUMERLE. 

To  look  so  poorly,  and  to  speak  to  fair? 
ShaU  we  call  back  Northumberland,  and  send 
Defiance  to  the  traitor,  and  so  die  ? 

Aum.  No,  good  my  lord;  let's  fight  with  gentle 
words. 
Till  time  lend  friends,  and  friends  thetr  helpfol  swords. 

K.  Rich.  O  God !  O  God !  that  e'er  this  tongue 
of  mine. 
Thai  laid  the  sentence  of  dread  banishment 
On  yon  proud  man,  should  take  it  off  again 
With  words  of  sooth  ^ !  O,  that  I  were  as  great 
As  is  my  grief,  or  lesser  than  my  name ! 

*  Commmi  for  commii.    Vide  Macbeth,  vol.  iv.  p.2S4,  note  S. 

'  Sooth  is  twteti,  as  well  as  true.  In  this  place  awth  means 
tweetneu  or  softnsts.  Thus  to  aootk  still  means  to  calm  and 
sweeten  the  mind. 
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Or  that  I  could  forget  what  I  have  been  i 

Or  not  remember  what  I  must  be  now ! 

Swell'st  thou,  proud  heart?  I'll  give  thee  scope  to 

beat, 
Sinc^  foes  have  scope  to  beat  both  theie  and  me. 
Aum.  Northumberland  comes  back  from  Boling- 

broke. 
K.  Rich.  What  must  the  king  do  now  ?  Must  he 

submit? 
The  king  shall  do  it.     Must  he  be  depos'd? 
The  king  shall  be  contented :  Must  he  lose 
The  name  of  king?  o'God's  name,  let  it  go: 
111  give  my  jewels,  for  a  set  of  beads; 
My  gorgeous  palace,  for  a  hermitage; 
My  gay  apparel  ^^,  for  an  alms-man's  gown ; 
My  figur'd  goblets,  for  a  dish  of  wood : 
My  sceptre,  for  a  palmer's  walking-staff; 
My  subjects,  for  a  pair  of  carved  saints ; 
And  my  large  kingdom  for  a  Utile  grave, 
A  little  Uttle  grave,  an  obscure  grave : — 
Or  I'll  be  buried  in  the  king's  highway, 
Some  way  of  common  trade ^^,  where  subjects'  feet 
May  hourly  trample  on  their  sovereign's  head : 
For  on  my  heart  they  tread,  now  whilst  I  live ; 

And,  buried  once,  why  not  upon  my  head? 

Aumerle,thou  weep'st ;  My  tender-hearted  cousin ! — 
We'll  make  foul  weather  with  despised  tears ; 
Our  sighs,  and  they,  shall  lodge  the  summer  corn. 
And  make  a  dearth  in  this  revolting  land. 
Or  shall  we  play  the  wantons  with  our  woes. 
And  make  some  pretty  match  with  shedding  tears  ? 

'^  Richard's  expense  in  regard  to  dress  was  very  extraordi- 
narj.  '  He  had  one  coate  which  he  caused  to  be  made  for  him 
of  gold  and  stone,  valued  at  3000  marks/ — HoUnshed. 

"  <  Some  way  of  common  trade*  is  some  way  of  frequent  re- 
sort, a  conunon  coarse;  as,  at  present,  '  a  road  of  mnch  traflic,' 
i.  e.  freqoent  resort. 

VOL.  V,  H 
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As  thus : — ^To  drop  them  still  upon  one  place^ 
Till  they  have  fretted  us  a  pair  of  graves 
Within  the  earth;  and,  therein  laid, — There  lies 
Two  kinsmen,  digg'd  their  graves  with  weeping  eyes? 
Would  not  this  ill  do  well?— Well,  well,  I  see 
I  talk  but  idly,  and  you  mock  at  me. — 
Most  mighty  prince,  my  Lord  Northumberland, 
What  says  King  Bolingbroke  ?  will  his  majesty 
Give  Richard  leave  to  live  till  Richard  die  ? 
You  make  a  leg  ^^,  and  Bolingbroke  says — ay  ^'. 

North.  My  lord,  in  the  base^^  court  he  doth  attend 

To  speak  with  you;  may't  please  you  to  come  down  ? 

K.Rich*  Down,  down,  I  come;  like  glistering 

Phaeton, 
Wanting  the  manage  of  unruly  jades. 

[North,  retires  to  Boling. 
In  the  base  court?  Base  court ^,  where  kings  grow 

base. 
To  come  at  traitors'  calls,  and  do  them  grace. 
In  the  base  court?  Comedown?  Down,  court!  down, 

king ! 
For  night-owls  shriek,  where  mounting  larks  should 

sing.  [Exeunt f  from  above. 

Boling.  What  says  his  majesty  ? 
North.  Sorrow  and  grief  of  heart 

Makes  him  speak  fondly  ^^,  like  a  frantick  man : 
Yet  he  is  come. 

"  A  bow. 

*'  It  should  be  remembered -that  the  affirmatire  particle  ay 
was  formerly  written  and  sounded  /,  whioh  rhymed  well  with  dU^ 

**  Lower. 

'*  That  is  the  lower  court  of  the  castle ;  basse  cowr,  Fr.  Thus 
in  CaTcndish's  Life  of  Wolsej: — '  Mj  lord  being  advertised  that 
the  duke  was  coming,  even  at  hand,  he  caused  idl  his  gentlemen 
to  wait  upon  him  down  through  the  hall  into  the  bas^  court,* — 
Edition  1825,  p.  211. 

»«  Foolishly. 


,y  Google 


SC.  III.  KING  RICHARD  II-      '  76 

Emter  King  Richard,  and  his  Attendants,  below. 

Bolmg.  Stand  all  apart. 
And  show  fair  duty  to  his  majesty.- 


My  gracious  lord, —  [Kneeling. 

K.Rich.'Fair  cousin,you  debase  your  princely  knee. 
To  make  the  base  eartii  proud  with  kissing  it: 
Me  rather  had,  my  heart  might  feel  your  love. 
Than  my  unpleas'd  eye  see  your  courtesy. 
Up,  cousin,  up ;  your  heart  is  up,  I  know. 
Thus  high  at  least  [touching  his  awn  head],  although 
your  knee  be  low. 

Baling.  My  gracious  lord,  I  come  but  for  mine  own. 

K.  Rich.  Your  own  is  yours,  and  I  am  yours, 
and  all. 

Baling.  So  far  be  mine,  my  most  redoubted  lord. 
As  my  true  service  shaU  deserve  your  love. 

K.  Rich.  Well  you  deserve : — They  well  deserve 
to  have. 
That  know  the  strong'st  and  surest  way  to  get. — 
Uncle,  give  me  your  hand :  nay,  dry  your  eyes; 
Tears  show  their  love,  but  want  their  remedies. — 
Cousin,  I  am  too  young  to  be  your  father. 
Though  you  are  old  enough  to  be  my  heir. 
What  you  will  have,  1*11  give,  and  willing  too ; 
For  do  we  must,  what  force  will  have  us  do. — 
Set  on  towards  London : — Cousin,  is  it  so  ? 

BaUng.  Yea,  my  good  lord. 

K.  Rich.  Then  I  must  not  say,  no  ^\ 

[Flourish.     Exeunt, 

'7  <  The  duke,  with  a  high  sharpe  rojce  bade  bring  forth  the 
king's  horses ;  and  then  two  little  nagges,  not  worth  forty  franks, 
were  brought  forth :  the  king  was  set  on  one,  and  the  earle  of 
Salisbnrie  on  the  "other ;  and  thus  the  dnke  brought  the  king 
from  Flint  to  Chester,  where  he  was  delivered  to  the  duke  of 
Gloacester's  sonne  (that  loved  him  but  little,  for  he  had  put 
their  father  to  deatii),  who  led  him  straight  to  the  castle.' — 
Stowe  (p.  621,  edit.  1605),  from  a  manuscript  account  written 
hj  a  person  who  was  present. 
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SCENE  IV. 

Langley.     The  Duke  of  York's  Garden. 

Enter  the  Queen,  and  two  Ladies. 

Queen.  What  sport  shall  we  devise  here  in  diis 
garden. 
To  drive  away  the  heavy  thought  of  care  ? 

1  Ladif.  Madam,  well  play  at  bowls. 

Queen.  Twill  make  me  think, 

The  world  is  full  of  rubs,  and  that  my  fortune 
Runs  'gainst  the  bias  ^. 

1  Lady.  Madam,  we  will  dance. 

Queen.  My  legs  can  keep  no  measure  in  deligfat, 
When  my  poor  heart  no  measure  keeps  in  grief; 
Therefore,  no  dancing,  girl ;  some  other  sport. 

1  Lady.  Madam,  well  tell  tales. 

Queen.  Of  sorrow,  or  of  joy  *  ? 

1  Lady.  Of  either,  madam. 

Queen.  Of  neither,  girl  : 

For  if  of  joy,  being  altogether  wanting. 
It  doth  remember  me  the  more  of  sorrow ; 
Or  if  of  grief,  being  altogether  had. 
It  adds  more  sorrow  to  my  want  of  joy : 
Eor  what  I  have,  I  need  not  to  repeat : 
And  what  I  want,  it  boots '  not  to  complain^. 

1  Lady.  Madam,  111  sing. 

Queen.  Tis  well,  that  thou  hast  cause ; 

But  thou  should'st  please  me  better,  would'st  thou 
weep. 

'  The  bias  was  a  weight  inserted  in  one  side  of  a  bowl,  which 
gave  it  a  particular  inclination  in  bowling. 

'All  the  old  copies  read  '  of  sorrow  or  of  grief.'  Pope  made 
the  necessary  alteration. 

3  Profits.  *  See  note  on  Act  i.  Sc.  2,  p.  11. 
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1  Lady,  I  could  weep,  madam,  would  it  do  you 

good. 
Q^een.  And  I  could  weep',  would  weeping  do 
me  good. 
And  never  borrow  any  tear  of  thee. 
But  stay,  here  come  the  gardeners : 
Lef  s  step  into  the  shadow  of  these  trees. — 

Enter  a  Gardener,  oMd  two  Servants. 

My  wretchedness  unto  a  row  of  pins, 
Theyll  talk  of  state ;  for  every  one  doth  so 
Against  a  change:  Woe  is  forerun  with  woe^. 

[Queen  and  Ladies  retire. 

Gard  60,  bind  thou  up  yon'  dangling  apricocks. 
Which,  Uke  unruly  children,  make  their  sire 
Stoop  with  oppression  of  their  prodigal  weight : 
Give  some  supportance  to  the  bending  twigs. — 
Go  thou,  and,  like  an  executioner. 
Cut  off  the  heads  of  too  fast  growing  sprays, 
That  look  too  lofty  in  our  commonwealth : 

All  must  be  even  in  our  government. 

VoQ  thus  employed,  I  will  go  root  away 
The  nobome  weeds,  that  without  profit  suck 
The  soil's  fertility  from  wholesome  flowers. 

1  Serv,  Why  should  we,  in  the  compass  of  a  pale, 
Keep  law,  and  form,  and  due  propoiiion, 
Showing,  as  in  a  model,  our  firm  estate? 
When  our  sea-walled  garden,  the  whole  land, 
b  full  of  weeds;  her  fairest  flowers  chok'd  up. 
Her  fruit-trees  all  unprun'd,  her  hedges  ruin'd, 

'  The  old  copies  read  *  and  I  conld  sing.    The  emendation  is 
P«pe'». 

The  poet,  according  to  the  common  doctrine  of  prognost^ca- 
"OB,  supposes  dejection  to  forerun  calamity,  and  a  kingdom  to 
^  filed  with  romoars  of  sorrow  Vrhen  any  great  disaster  is  im- 

peoding;. 

h2 
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Her  knots ''^  disorder'd,  and  her  wholesome  herbs 
Swarming  with  caterpillars  ? 

Gard,  Hold  thy  peace : — 

He  that  hath  suffered  this  disorder'd  spring. 
Hath  now  himself  met  with  the  fall  of  leaf: 
The  weeds,  that  hb  broad-spreading  leaves  did 

shelter, 
That  seem'd  in  eating  him  to  hold  him  up. 
Are  pluck'd  up,  root  and  all,  by  Bolingbroke; 
I  mean,  the  earl  of  Wiltshire,  Bushy,  Green. 

1  Serv.  What,  are  they  dead? 

Gard.  They  are;  and  Bolingbroke 

Hath  seiz'd  the  wasteful  king. — Oh !  What  pity  is  it, 
That  he  had  not  so  trimm'd  and  dressM  his  land. 
As  we  this  garden!  We^  at  time  of  year 
Do  wound  tibe  bark,  the  skin  of  our  fruit  trees; 
Lest,  being  over-proud  with  sap  and  blood. 
With  too  much  riches  it  confound  itself: 
Had  he  done  so  to  great  and  growing  men. 
They  might  have  liv'd  to  bear,  and  he  to  taste 
Their  fruits  of  duty.     All  superfluous  branches 
We  lop  away,  that  bearing  boughs  may  hve : 
Had  he  done  so,  himself  had  borne  the  crown. 
Which  waste  of  idle  hours  hath  quite  thrown  down. 

1  Serv.  What  think  you  then,  the  king  shall  be 
deposed? 

Gard.  Depress'd  he  is  already;  and  depos'd, 
Tis  doubt d,  he  will  be:  Letters  came  last  night 

7  Knots  are  figares  planted  in  box,  the  lines  of  which  fre- 
qaentlj  intersected  each  other  in  the  old  fashion  of  g^ardening. 
So  Milton :— . 

<  Flowers  worthy  Paradise,  which  not  nice  art 
In  beds  and  curious  hnaUf  bat  nature  boon 
Pour*d  forth.' 
"  Wt  is  not  in  the  old  copy.     It  was  added  by  Malone. 
9  This  uncommon  phraseology  has  already  occurred  in  the  pre- 
sent play : — 

*  He  is  our  cousin,  cousin ;  but  'tis  doubt 
When  time  shall  call  him  home,'  &c. 


,y  Google 


SC.  IV.  KING  RICHARD  II.  7^ 

To  a  dear  friend  of  ike  good  duke  of  York's, 
That  tell  black  tidings. 

Queen.  O,  I  am  press'd  to  death. 

Through  want  of  speaking! — Thou,  old  Adam's 
likeness,        [Coming  from  her  concealment. 
Set  to  dress  this  garden,  how  dares 
Thy  harsh-rude  tongue  sound  this  unpleasing  news? 
What  Eve,  what  serpent  hath  suggested  thee 
To  make  a  second  fall  of  cursed  man  ? 
Why  dost  thou  say.  King  Richard  is  depos'd? 
Dar'st  thou,  thou  little  better  thing  than  earth. 
Divine  his  downfal  ?  Say,  where,  when,  and  how, 
Cam'st  thou  by  these  ill  tidings  ?  speak,  thou  wretch. 

Gard.  Pardon  me,  madam :  little  joy  have  I, 
To  breathe  this  news;  yet,  what  I  say  is  true. 
King  Richard,  he  is  in  the  mighty  hold 
Of  Bolingbroke :  their  fortunes  both  are  weigh'd : 
In  your  lord's  scale  is  nothing  but  himself. 
And  some  few  vanities  that  make  him  light; 
But  in  the  balance  of  great  Bolingbroke, 
Besides  himself,  are  all  the  English  peers. 
And  with  that  odds  he  weighs  King  Richard  down. 
Post  you  to  London,  and  you'll  find  it  so; 
I  spesik  no  more  than  every  one  doth  know. 

Queen.  Nimble  mischance,  that  art  so  light  of  foot. 
Both  not  thy  embassage  belong  to  me. 
And  am  I  last  that  knows  it?  O,  thou  think'st 
To  serve  me  last,  that  I  may  longest  keep 
Thy  sorrow  in  my  breast. — Come,  ladies,  go. 
To  meet  at  London  London's  king  in  woe. — 
What,  was  I  bom  to  this !  that  ray  sad  look 

Should  grace  the  triumph  of  great  Bolingbroke? 

€rardener,  for  telling  me  this  news  of  woe, 
I  would,  the  plants  thou  graft'st,  may  never  grow. 
[Exeunt  Queen  and  Lacfies. 
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Crard*  Poor  queen !  so  that  thy  state  might  be  no 
worse, 
I  would,  my  skill  were  subject  to  thy  curse. — 
Here  did  she  drop^^  a  tear ;  here,  in  this  place, 
111  set  a  bank  of  rue,  sour  herb  of  grace : 
Rue,  even  for  ruth,  here  shortly  shall  be  seen. 
In  the  remembrance  of  a  weeping  queen.    [Exewnt. 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  \.     London.    Westmmster  Hall  ^ 

The  Lords  spiritual  on  the  right  side  of  the  Throne; 
the  Lords  temporal  on  the  left;  the  Commons  be- 
low. Enter  Bolingbroke,  Aumerle,  Sur- 
rey S  Northumberland,  Percy,  Fitz- 
WATER,  another  Lord,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  Abbot 
of  Westminster^  and  Attendants.  Officers  behind, 
with  Bagot. 

Boling.  Call  forth  Bagot :— — 
Now,  Bagot,  freely  speeds  thy  mind; 
What  thou  dost  know  of  noble  Gloster's  death; 
Who  wrought  it  with  the  king,  and  who  peiform'd 
The  bloody  office  of  his  timeless^  end. 

i<>  The  qaarto  of  1597  reads/o//.  The  quarto  of  1598  and  the 
folio  read  drop, 

^  The  rehoilding  of  Westminster  Hall,  which  Richard  had 
hegiin  in  1397,  heing  finished  in  1399,  the  first  meeting  of  par- 
liament in  the  new  edifice  was  for  the  purpose  of  deposing  him. 

*  Thomas  Holland,  earl  of  Kent,  brother  to  John  Holland,  earl 
of  Exeter,  was  created  duke  of  Surrey  in  1597.  He  was  half 
brother  to  the  king,  by  his  mother  Joan,  who  married  Edward 
the  Black  Prince  after  the  death  of  her  second  husband  Thomas 
Lord  HoUand. 

'  i.  e.  untimely.  Vide  note  on  King  Henry  VI.  Part  I.  Act  v. 
Sc.  4. 
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Boffoi.  Then  set  before  my  face  die  Lord  Attinerle. 

Baling.  Cousin,  stand  fordi,  and  look  npon  that 
man. 

Bagot.  My  Lord  Aumerle,  I  know,  your  daring 
tongue 
Scorns  to  unsay  what  once  it  hath  delivered. 
In  that  dead  time  when  Gloster's  death  was  plotted^ 
I  beard  you  say, — Is  net  my  arm  of  lengthy 
That  reachethfram  the  restful  English  court 
As  far  as  Calais,  to  mg  uncles  head? 
Amongst  much  other  tolk,  that  very  time, 
I  beard  you  say,  that  you  had  rather  refuse 
The  offer  of  a  hundred  thousand  crowns. 
Than  Bolingbroke's  return  to  England ; 
Adding  withal,  how  blest  this  land  would  be. 
In  this  your  cousin's  death. 

Avm,  Princes,  and  noble  lords. 

What  answer  shall  I  make  to  Ibis  base  man  ? 
Shall  I  so  much  dishonour  my  fair  stars  ^, 
On  equal  terms  to  give  him  chastisement? 
Either  I  must,  or  have  mine  honour  soil'd 

With  the  attainder  of  his  sland'rous  lips. 

There  is  my  gage,  the  manual  seal  of  death, 
That  marks  thee  out  for  hell ;  I  say,  thou  liest. 
And  will  maintain,  what  thou  hast  said,  is  false. 
In  thy  heart-blood,  though  being  all  too  base. 
To  stain  the  temper  of  my  knightly  sword. 

BoUng.  Bagot,  forbear,  thou  shalt  not  take  it  up. 

Autn.  Excepting  one,  I  would  he  were  the  best 
In  all  diis  presence,  that  hath  mov*d  me  so. 

*  The  birth  is  snpposed  to  be  influenced  by  ttan ;  therefore  the 
poet,  with  his  allowed  licence,  takes  stan  for  birth.  We  learn 
from  Plinj*s  Nat.  Hist,  that  the  vulgar  error  assigned  the  bright 
est  and  fairest  stars  to  the  rich  and  great  :~*  Sidera  singolis 
attribnta  nobis,  et  clara  diyitibns,  minora  paaperibos/  &c.lib.  i. 
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Fiix.  If  that  thy  valour  stand  on  sympathies  ^ 
There  is  my  gage,  Aumerle,  in  gage  to  thine: 
By  that  fair  sun  that  shows  me  where  thou  stand'st, 
I  heard  thee  say,  and  Tauntingly  thou  spak'st  it, 
That  thou  wert  cause  of  noble  Gloster's  death. 
If  thou  deny'st  it,  twenty  times  thou  hest; 
And  I  will  turn  thy  falsehood  to  thy  heart. 
Where  it  was  forged,  with  my  rapier's  point. 

Aum.  Thou  dar'st  not,  cowurd,  Uve  to  see  that  day. 

Fitz.  Now,  by  my  soul,  I  would  it  were  tins  hour. 

Aum.  Fitzwater,  thou  art  damn*d  to  hell  for  thb. 

Percy,  Aumerle,  thou  liest;  his  honour  is  as  true. 
In  this  appeal,  as  thou  art  all  unjust : 
And,  that  thou  art  so,  there  I  throw  my  gi^e. 
To  prove  it  on  thee  to  the  extremest  point 
Of  mortal  breathing ;  seize  it,  if  thou  dar'st. 

Aum,  And  if  I  do  not,  may  my  hands  rot  off. 
And  never  brandish  more  revengeful  steel 
Over  the  glittering  helmet  of  my  foe ! 

Lcrd,  I  task  the  earth  to  the  like,  forsworn  Aumerle ; 
And  spur  thee  on  with  full  as  many  lies 
As  may  be  hoUa'd  in  thy  treacherous  ear 
From  sun  to  sun^ :  there  is  my  honour's  pawn ; 
Engage  it  to  the  trial,  if  thou  dar'st. 

'  This  is  a  translated  sense  much  harsher  than  that  of  stars, 
explained  in  the  preceding  note.  Fitzwater  throws  down  his 
gage  as  a  pledge  of  battle,  and  tells  Amnerle  that  if  he  stands 
upon  sympathies,  that  is  upon  equality  of  blood,  the  combat  is 
now  offered  him  by  a  man  of  rank  not  inferior  to  his  own.  Sym- 
pathy  is  an  affection  incident  at  once  to  two  subjects.  This  com- 
monity  of  affection  implies  a  likeness  or  equality  of  nature ;  and 
hence  the  poet  transferred  the  term  to  equality  of  blood. 
^  i.  e.  from  sunrise  to  sunset.     So  in  Cymbeline : — 

'  Jmo.  How  many  score  of  miles  may  we  well  ride 
'Twixt  hour  and  hour? 

Pisa.  One  score  'twixt  tun  and  sun. 
Madam,  's  enough  for  you,  and  too  much  top.' 
The  old  quartos  read  '  'Twixt  »m  and  «m.'     The  emendation  is 
Steeyens's.    This  speech  is  not  in  the  folio.     '  I  task  the  earth' 
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Aum.  Who  sets  me  else?  by  heaven.  111  throw 
at  all: 
I  have  a  thousand  spirits  in  one  breast^, 
To  answer  twenty  thousand  such  as  you. 

Surrey.  My  Lord  Fitzwater,  I  do  remember  well 
The  yery  time  Aumerle  and  you  did  talk. 

Fitz.  Tis  very  true :  you  were  in  presence  then ; 
And  you  can  witness  with  me,  this  is  true. 

Surrey.  As  false,  by  heaven,  as  heaven  itself  is  true. 

Fiiz.  Surrey,  thou  Uest. 

Surrey.  Dishonourable  boy ! 

That  lie  shall  he  so  heavy  on  my  sword. 
That  it  shall  render  vengeance  and  revenge. 
Till  thou  the  lie- giver,  and  that  lie,  do  lie 
In  earth  as  quiet  as  thy  father*s  scull. 
In  proof  whereof ,  there  is  my  honoiir^sj)awn; 
Engage  it  to  the  trial,  if  thou  dar'st. 

Fitz.  How  fondly  dost  thou  spur  a  forward  horse ! 
If  I  dare  eat,  or  drink,  or  breathe,  or  hve, 
I  dare  meet  Surrey  in  a  wilderness^. 
And  spit  upon  him,  whilst  I  say,  he  lies. 
And  lies,  and  lies :  there  is  my  bond  of  faith, 
To  tie  thee  to  my  strong  correction. — 
As  I  intend  to  thrive  in  this  new  world  ^, 
Abmerle  is  guilty  of  my  true  appeal : 

probably  means  '  I  lay  the  burthen  of  my  pledge  upon  the  earth 
to  the  like  purpose/  accompanying  the  words  by  throwing  his 
mailed  gloye  to  the  ground.     Some  of  the  quartos  ^ead  take. 
^  '  A  thousand  hearts  are  great  within  my  bosom.'' 

King  Bickard  III, 

*  I  dare  meet  him  where  no  help  can  be  had  by  me  against 
him.    So  in  Macbeth : — 

♦  ■  or  be  alive  again. 

And  dare  me  to  the  desert  with  thy  sword.' 
Thus  also  in  The  Lover's  Progress,  bj  Beaumont  and  Fletcher : — 

'  Maintain  thy  treason  with  thy  sword?  with  what 

Conten{i>t  I  hear  it !  in  a  wilderness 

I  durst  encounter  it.' 

•  L  e.  in  this  world,  where  I  have  just  begun  to  be  an  actor. 
Surrey  has  just  called  him  boy.  v 
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Besides,  I  heard  the  banish'd  Norfolk  say. 
That  thou,  Aumerle,  didst  send  two  of  thy  men 
To  execute  the  noble  duke  at  Calais. 

Aum,  Some  honest  Christian  trust  me  with  a  gage. 
That  Norfolk  lies :  here  do  I  throw  down  this^^. 
If  he  may  be  repealed  to  try  his  honour. 

Baling .  These  differences  shall  all  rest  under  gage. 
Till  Norfolk  be  repeal'd :  repeal'd  he  shall  be. 
And,  though  mine  enemy,  restored  again 
To  all  bis  land  and  signories ;  when  he's  retum'd. 
Against  Aumerle  we  will  enforce  his  trial. 

Car.  That  honourable  day  shall  ne'er  be  seen. — 
Many  a  time  hath  banish'd  Norfolk  fought 
For  Jesu  Christ;  in  glorious  Christian  field 
Streaming  the  ensign  of  the  Christian  cross. 
Against  black  pagans,  Turks,  and  Saracens : 
And,  toil'd  with  works  of  war,  retir'd  himself 
To  Italy;  and  there,  at  Venice,  gave 
His  body  to  that  pleasant  country's  earth  ^^, 
And  his  pure  soul  unto  his  captain  Christ, 
Under  whose  colours  he  had  fought  so  long. 

BoHng.  Why,  bishop,  is  S'orfolk  dead? 

Car.  As  sure  as  I  live,  my  lord. 

BoHng.  Sweet  peace  conduct  his  sweet  soul  to 
the  bosom 
Of  good  old  Abraham ! — Lords  appellants, 
Your  differences  shall  all  rest  under  gage. 
Till  we  assign  you  to  your  days  of  trial. 

Enter  York,  attended. 

York.  Great  duke  of  Lancaster,  I  come  to  thee 
From  plume-pluck'd  Richard ;  who  with  willing  soul 
Adopts  thee  heir,  and  his  high  sceptre  yields 

^®  Holinshed  says  that  on  this  occasion  he  threw  down  a  hood 
that  he  had  borrowed. 

"  Thia-is  not  historically  true.  The  duke  of  Norfolk's  death 
did  not  take  place  till  after  Richard's  murder. 
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To  the  possession  of  thy  royal  hand : 

Ascend  his  throne,  descen<&ng  now  from  him^ — 

And  long  live  Henry,  of  that  name  the  fourth ! 

Baling.   In  God's  name,  I'll  ascend  the  regal 
tihrone^^.  ^ 

Car,  Marry,  God  forbid ! — 
Worst  in  this  royal  presence,  may  I  speak. 
Yet  best  beseeming  me  to  speak  the  truth. 
Would  God,  that  any  in  this  noble  presence 
Were  enough  noble  to  be  upright  judge 
Of  noble  Richard;  then  true  noble^s"  would 
Learn  him  forbearance  from  so  foul  a  wrong. 
What  subject  cait  give  sentence  on  his  king? 
And  who  sits  here,  that  is  not  Richard's  subject? 
Thieves  are  not  judg'd,  but  they  are  by  to  hear. 
Although  apparent  guilt  be  seen  in  them : 
And  shall  llie  figure  of  God's  majesty  ^^, 
Hb  captain,  steward,  deputy  elect, 
Anomted,  crowned,  planted  many  years. 
Be  judg'd  by  subject  and  inferior  breath. 
And  he  himself  not  present?  O,  forbid ^^  it,  God, 
That,  in  a  Christian  climate,  souls  refin'd 

^*  Home  gives  the  words  that  Henry  actually  spoke  ob  tbl» 
occasioii,  which  he  copied  from  Knyghton,  and  accompanies  them 
hj  a  very  ingemoofl  commentary.— ifMf.  of  Eng,  4to  ed.  vol.  ix. 
p.50. 

"  i.  e.  nohleneu ;  a  word  now  obsolete,  hat  common  in  $hak- 
•peare's  time. 

**  This  speech,  which  contains  in  the  most  express  terms  the 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience,  is  foonded  upon  Holinshed's  ac- 
count The  sentiments  would  not  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  or 
Junes  have  been  regarded  as  novel  or  nnconstitational.  It  is 
observable  that  usurpers  are  as  ready  to  avail  themselves  of 
dioime  right  as  lawful  sov^eigns ;  to  dwell  upon  the  sacredness 
of  dieir  persons,  and  the  sanctity  of  their  character.  Even  that 
'catpnrse  of  the  empire,'  Claadias,  in  Hamlet,  affects  to  believe 
that— 

* such  divinity  doth  hedge  a  king.' 

^'  The  quarto  r^tids  forfend» 
VOL.  V.  I 
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Should  show  so  heinons,  black,  obscene  a  deed ! 
I  speak  to  subjects,  and  a  subject  speaks, 
Stirr'd  up  by  heaven,  thus  boldly  for  his  king. 
My  lord  of  Hereford  here,  whom  you  call  king. 
Is  a  foul  traitor  to  proud  Hereford's  king: 
And  if  you  crown  him,  let  me  prophesy, — 
The  blood  of  English  shall  manure  the  ground. 
And  future  ages  groan  for  thb  foul  act; 
Peace  shall  go  sleep  with  Turks  and  infidels. 
And,  in  this  seat  of  peace,  tumultuous  wars 
Shall  kin  with  kin,  and  kind  with  kind  confomid : 
Disorder,  horror,  fear,  and  mutiny 
Shall  here  inhabit,  and  this  land  be  calFd 
The  field  of  Golgotha,  and  dead  men's  sculls. 
O,  if  you  rear  ^^  this  house  against  this  house. 
It  will  the  wofuUest  division  prove. 
That  ever  fell  upon  this  cursed  earth : 
Prevent,  resist  it,  let  it  not  be  so. 
Lest  child's  child's  children^^  cry  against  you — ^woe! 

North.  Well  have  you  argu'd,  sir;  and,  for  your 
pains, 
Of  capital  treason  we  arrest  you  here : — 
My  lord  of  Westminster,  be  it  your  charge 
To  keep  him  safely  till  his  day  of  trial. — 
May't  please  you,  lords,  to  grant  the  commons*  suit^. 

Boling,  Fetch  hither  Richard,  that  in  common  view 
He  may  surrender;  so  we  shall  proceed 
Without  suspicion. 

'*  The  quarto  reads  raise. 

^7  i.  e.  grandchildren.  Pope  altered  it  to  'children's  children,' 
and  was  followed  hj  others.  The  old  copies  read,  '  Lest  child, 
childs  children.' 

'^  What  follows,  almost  to  the  en^  of  the  act,  is  not  found  in 
the  first  two  quartos.  The  addition  was  made  in  the  qoarto  of 
1608.  In  the  quarto,  1597,  after  the  words  '  his  day  of  trial/ 
the  scene  thus  closes : — 

'  BoL  Let  it  he  so :  and  lo !  on  Wednesday  next 
We  solemnly  proclaim  our  coronation. 
Lords,  he  ready  all.' 
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York.  I  vnll  be  Ms  conduct  ^9.  [Exit 

Baling.  Lords,  you  that  are  here  under  our  arrest, 
Procure  your  sureties  fca  your  days  of  answer : — 
little  are  we  beholden  to  your  love,         [  To  Car. 
And  little  look'd  for  at  your  helping  hands. 

-Rc-eii/crYoRK,trtM  King  RiCHARD,a»d  Officers 
bearing  the  Crown,  Sfc. 

K.  Rich.  Alack,  why  am  I  sent  for  to  a  king, 
Before  I -have  shook  off  the  regal  thoughts 
Wherewith  I  reign'd  ?  I  hardly  yet  have  leam'd 
To  msinuate,  flatter,  bow,  and  bend  my  knee^: — 
Give  sorrow  leave  a  while  to  tutor  me 
To  this  submission.     Yet  I  well  remember 
The  favours*^  of  these  men :  Were  they  not  mine? 
Did  they  not  sometime  cry,  all  hail !  to  me  ? 
So  Judas  did  to  Christ:  but  he,  in  twelve. 
Found  truth  in  all  but  one ;  I,  in  twelve  thousand, 

none. 
God  save  the  king ! — Will  no  man  say,  amen  ? 
Am  I  both  priest  and  clerk?  well  then,  amen. 
God  save  the  king !  although  I  be  not  he : 
And  yet,  amen,  if  heaven  do  think  him.  me. — 
To  do  vdiat  service  am  I  sent  for  hither? 

Ycrk.  To  do  that  office,  of  thine  own  good  will. 
Which  tired  majesty  did  make  thee  offer, — • — 
The  resignation  of  thy  state  and  crown 
To  Henry  Bolingbroke. 

K.  Rich.  Give  me  the  crown; — Here,  cousin, 
seize  the  crown ; 
On  thb  side,  my  hand;  and  on  that  side,  yours. 
Now  is  this  golden  crown  like  a  deep  well, 
That  owes^^  two  buckets  filling  one  another; 

*•  i.  e.  conductor.     So  in  King  Henrj  VI.  Part  ll. : — 
'  Although  thou  hast  heen  conduct  of  my  shame.' 

*  The  quarto  reads  Umb». 

*  Countenances,  features.  ^  Owns. 
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The  emptier  ever  dancing  in  the  air. 
The  other  down,  unseen,  and  fall  of  water : 
^at  bucket  down,  and  full  of  tears  am  I, 
Drinking  my  griefe,  whilst  you  mount  up  on  high. 

Boling.I  thought,  you  had  been  willing  to  resign. 

K,  Rick.  My  crown,  I  am ;   but  stHl  my  griefs 
are  mine: 
You  may  my  glories  and  my  state  depose. 
But  not  my  griefs ;  still  am  I  king  of  those. 

Boling.  Part  of  your  cares  you  give  me  wilii  your 
crown. 

K,  Rich,  Your  cares  set  up,  do  not  pluck  my 
cares  down. 
My  care  is — loss  of  care,  by  old  care  done** ; 
Your  care  is — gain  of  care,  by  new  care  won : 
The  cares  I  give,  I  have,  though  given  away ; 
They  tend^^  the  crown,  yet  still  with  me  they  stay» 

Bolmg,  Are  you  contented  to  resign  the  crown? 

K.  Rich.  Ay,  no ; — ^no,  ay ; — ^for  I  must  nothing  be ; 
Therefore  no  no,  for  I  resign  to  thee. 
Now  mark  me  how  I  will  undo  myself: — 
I  give  this  heavy  weight  from  off  my  head. 
And  this  unwieldy  sceptre  from  my  hand, 
The  pride  of  kingly  sway  from  out  my  heart; 
With  mine  own  tears  I  wash  away  my  balm^. 
With  mine  own  hands  I  give  away  my  crown. 
With  mine  own  tongue  deny  my  sacred  state. 
With  mine  own  breath  release  all  duteous  oaths  ^ : 
All  pomp  and  majesty  I  do  forswear; 
My  manors,  rents,  revenues,  I  forego; 
My  acts,  decrees,  and  statutes,  I  deny: 

^  Shakspeare  often  obscures  his  meaning  by  plajring  'vrith 
sounds.  Richard  seems  to  say  here  that '  his  cares  are  not  made 
less  by  the  increase  of  Bolingbroke's  cares ;'— his  grief  is,  that 
his  regal  cares  are  at  an  end,  by  the  cessation  of  care  to  which 
he  had  been  accustomed.' 

•♦  Attend.  *•  Oil  of  consecration. 

^  The  first  quarto  reads  dutj/'i  riies. 
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God  pardon  all  oaths>  that  are  broke  to  me ! 
God  keep  all  vows  unbroke,  are  made^  to  thee ! 
Make  me,  that  nothing  have,  with  nothing  griey'd ; 
And  thou  with  all  pleas'd,  that  hast  all  achiey'd ! 
Long  mayst  thou  liye  in  Richard's  seat  to  sit. 
And  soon  lie  Richard  in  an  earthy  pit ! 
God  saye  King  Henry,  unking'd  Richard  says, 
And  send  him  many  years  of  sunshine  days ! — 
What  more  remains  ? 

North,  No  more,  but  that  you  read 

[Offering  a  Paper. 
These  accusations,  and  these  grieyous  crimes. 
Committed  by  your  person,  and  your  followers. 
Against  the  state  and  profit  of  this  land; 
That,  by  confessing  them,  the  souls  of  men 
May  deem  that  you  are  worthily  depos'd. 

K.  Rich.  Must  I  do  so?  and  must  I  rayel  out 
My  weav'd  up  follies?  Gentle  Northumberland, 
If  thy  offences  were  upon  record, 
Would  it  not  shame  thee  in  so  fair  a  troop, 
To  read  a  lecture  of  them?  If  thou  would'st^. 
There  should'st  thou  find  one  heinous  article, — 
Containing  the  deposing  of  a  king, 
And  cracking  the  strong  warrant  of  an  oath, — 
Marked  with  a  blot,  damn'd  in  the  book  of  heayen : — 
Nay,  all  of  you,  that  stand  and  look  upon  me. 
Whilst  that  my  wretchedness  doth  bait  myself, — 
Thou^  some  of  you,  with  Pilate,  wash  your  hands, 
Showing  an  outward  pity ;  yet  you  Pilates 
Haye  here  deliyer'd  me  to  my  sour  cross. 
And  water  cannot  wash  away  your  sin. 

North.  My  lord, despatch;  read  o'er  these  articles. 

K.  Rich.  Mine  eyes  are  full  of  tears,  I  cannot  see : 
And  yet  salt  water  blinds  them  not  so  much, 

*  Thua  the  folio.     The  quarto  reads  that  swear. 

*  That  is,  if  thoa  would' st  read  over  a  list  of  thy  own  deeds. 

I2 
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But  they  can  see  a  sort^  of  traitors  here. 
Nay,  if  I  turn  mine  eyes  upon  nayself, 
I  find  myself  a  traitor  with  the  rest: 
For  I  have  given  here  my  soul's  consent^ 
To  undeck  the  pompous  body  of  a  king ; 
Make  glory  base;  and  sovereignty,  a  slave; 
Proud  majesty,  a  subject;  state,  a  peasant. 

North.  My  lord, 

K.  Rich,  No  lord  of  thine,  thou  haught^,  insult- 
ing mail, 
Nor  no  man's  lord ;  I  have  no  name,  no  tide, — 
No,  not  that  name  was  given  me  at  the  font, — 
But  'tis  usurp'd: — Alack  the  heavy  day. 
That  I  have  worn  so  many  winters  out. 
And  know  not  now  what  name  to  call  myself! 
O,  that  I  were  a  mockery  king  of  snow, 
Standing  before  the  sun  of  Bolingbroke, 
To  melt  myself  away  in  water-<lrops ! — 
Good  king, — great  king, — (and  yet  not  greatly  good). 
An  if  my  word  be  sterling  yet  in  England, 
Let  it  command  a  mirror  hither  straight; 
That  it  may  show  me  what  a  face  I  have. 
Since  it  is  bankrupt  of  his'^  majesty. 

Boling,  Go  some  of  you,  and  fetch  a  looking-glass. 

[Exit  an  Attendant. 

North.  Read  o'er  this  paper,  while  the  glass  doth 
come. 

K.  Rich.  Fiend !  thou  torment'st  me  ere  I  come 
to  hell. 

Boling,  Urge  it  no  more,  my  Lord  Northumber- 
land. 

^  A  sort  is  a  set  or  coo^Kuiy.     So  in  King  Richard  III. : — 

'  A  sort  of  ragabonds,  rascala,  and  nuawajs.* 
^  i.  e.  haughty.    Thus  in  King  Richard  III. : — ; 

'  And  the  queen's  sons  and  brothers  haught  and  proud.' 
'*  His  for  its.    It  was  common  in  the  poet's  time  to  use  the 
personal  for  the  neutral  pronoun. 
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North.  The  commons  will  not  then  be  satisfied. 

K.  Rich.  They  shall  be  satisfied :  I'D  read  enough. 
When  I  do  see  the  very  book  indeed 
Where  all  my  sins  are  writ,  and  that^s — ^myself. 

Re-enter  Attendant,  with  a  Glass. 

Give  me  that  glass,  and  therein  will  I  read. — 

No  deeper  wrinkles  yet?  Hath  sorrow  struck 

So  many  blows  upon  this  face  of  mine. 

And  made  no  deeper  wounds? — O,  flattering  glass. 

Like  to  my  followers  in  prosperity. 

Thou  dost  beguile  me !  Was  this  face  the  face. 

That  every  day  under  his  household  roof 

Did  keep  ten  diousand  men'^?  Was  this  the  face, 

That,  like  the  sun,  did  make  beholders  iinnk^' : 

Was  this  the  face,  that  fac'd  so  many  follies,. 

And  was  at  last  out-fac'd  by  Bolingbroke  ? 

A  brittle  ^ory  shineth  in  this  face : 

As  brittle  as  the  glory  is  the  face; 

[Dashes  the  Glass  against  the  ground. 
For  there  it  is,  crack'd  in  a  hundred  shivers. — 
Mark,  silent  king,  the  moral  of  this  sport, — 
How  soon  my  sorrow  hatli  destroy'd  my  face. 

Boling.  The  shadow  of  your  sorrow  hath  destroy'd 
The  shadow  of  your  face. 

K.  Rich.  Say  that  again. 

The  shadow  of  my  sorrow?  Ha!  let's  see: — 
'Tis  very  true,  my  grief  lies  all  within^; 
And  these  external  manners  of  lament 
Are  merely  shadows  to  the  unseen  grief. 
That  swells  with  silence  in  the  tortur'd  soul ; 
There  lies  the  substance :  and  I  thank  thee,  king, 

**  '  To  his  household  came  every  day  to  meate  ten  thousand 
men.* — ChronicU  History, 
"  The  quarto  omits  this  line  and  the  four  preceding^  words. 
.**  '  But  I  jiaire  that  within  which  passeth  show, 

These  bat  the  trappings  and  the  suits  of  woe.* — Hamlet.    . 
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For  thy  great  bovnty^  ihaX  not  only  gir'st 
Me  cause  to  wail,  but  teaohest  me  the  way 
How  to  hunent  the  cause.    I'll  beg  one  boon. 
And  then  be  gone,  and  trouble  you  no  more. 
ShaU  I  obtain  it? 

Baling.  Name  it,  fair  cousin. 

K.  Rich.  Fair  cousin !  I  am  greater  than  a  king: 
For,  when  I  ¥ras  a  king,  my  flatterars 
Were  then  but  subjects :  being  now  a  subject, 
I  have  a  king  here  to  my  flatterer. 
Being  so  great,  I  have  no  need  to  beg. 

Bolmg.  Yet  ask. 

K.  Rich.  And  shaU  I  have? 

Baling.  You  shalL 

K.  Rich..  Then  give  me  leave  to  go. 

Baling.  Whither? 

K.  Rich.  Whither  you  will,  so  I  were  from  your 
sights. 

Baling.  Go,  some  of  you,  convey  him  to  the  Tower. 

K.Rich.  O,  good!   Convey? — Conveyers'*  are 
you  all, 
That  rise  thus  nimbly  by  a  true  king's  fall^. 

[Exevnt  K.  Rich,  some  Lords,  and  a  Guard. 

Baling.  On  Wednesday  next  we  solemnly  set  down 
Our  coronation :  lords,  prepare  yourselves. 

[Exeunt  all  but  the  Abbot,  Bishop  af  Carlisle, 
and  AuMERLE. 

Ahbot.  A  woful  pageant  have  we  here  beheld. 

Car.  The  woe's  to  come :  the  children  yet  unbcnn 
Shall  feel  this  day  as  sharp  to  them  as  thorn. 

^  To  comvejf  was  formerly  often  used  in  an  ill  sense.  Pistol 
says  of  stealing '  amvey  the  wise  it  call ;'  and  '  to  oonre j*  is  the 
word  for  slight  of  hand  or  juggling.  Richard  means  that  it  is  « 
term  of  contempt,  'jugglers  are  yon  all.' 

^  This  is  the  last  of  the  additional  lines  first  printed  in  the 
quarto  of  1608.  In  the  first  editions  there  is  no  personal  ap- 
pearance of  King  Richard. 
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Aum.  You  holy  clergymen,  is  there  no  plot 
To  rid  the  realm  of  this  pernicious  hlot  ? 

Abbot.  Before  I  freely  speak  my  mind  herein, 
You  shall  not  only  take  the  sacrament 
To  bury  mine  intents,  but  also  to  effect 
Whatever  I  shall  happen  to  devise : — 
I  see  your  brows  are  full  of  discontent. 
Your  hearts  of  sorrow,  and  your  eyes  of  tears ; 
Come  home  with  me  to  supper ;  I  will  lay 
A  plot^  shall  show  us  all  a  merry  day.       [Exeunt. 


ACT  V.       , 

SCENE  I.     London.     A  Street  leading  to  the 
Tower. 

Enter  Queen,  and  Ladies. 

Queen.  This  way  the  king  will  come ;  this  is  the  way 
To  Julius  Caesar's  ill-erected  tower  ^, 
To  whose  flint  bosom  my  condemned  lord 
Is  doom'd  a  prisoner,  by  proud  Bolingbroke : 
Here  let  us  rest,  if  this  rebellious  earth 
Have  any  resting  for  her  true  king's  queen. 

Enter  King  Richard,  and  Guards. 

But  soft,  but  see,  or  rather  do  not  see. 

My  fair  rose  wither :  Yet  look' up;  behold; 

That  you  in  pity  may  dissolve  to  dew. 

And  wash  hun  fresh  again  with  true-love  tears. — 

Ah,  thou,  the  model  where  old  Troy  did  stand ; 

Thou  map  ^  of  honour ;  thou  King  Richard's  tomb, 

^  By  ia  erected  is  probably  meant  erected  for  evU  fmrposes. 

*  Modd  anciently  signified,  according  to  the  dictionaries, '  the 
piatfwm  or  form  of  any  thing.*  And  map  is  nsed  for  fictwre  re- 
semUanee.  In  The  Rape  of  Luorece  Shakspeare  calls  sleep 
'  the  map  of  death.* 
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And  not  King  Richard ;  thou  most  beauteous  inn  ^ 
Why  should  hard-favour'd  grief  be  lodged  in  thee. 
When  triumph  is  become  an  ale-house  guest? 

K.  Rich,  Join  not  with  grief,  fur  woman,  do  not  so. 
To  make  my  end  too  sudden :  learn,  good  soul, 
To  think  our  former  state  a  happy  dream ; 
From  which  awak'd,  the  truth  of  what  we  are 
Shows  us  but  this ;  I  am  sworn  brother^,  sweet, 
To  grim  necessity ;  and  he  and  t 
Will  keep  a  league  till  death.    Hie  thee  to  France, 
And  cloister  thee  in  some  religious  house : 
Our  holy  lives  must  win  a  new  world's  crown. 
Which  our  profane  hours  here  have  stricken  down. 

Qu6eft.  What,  is  my  Richard  both  in  shape  and  mind 
Transformed  and  weakened  ?  Hath  Bolingbroke 
Depos'd  thine  intellect?  hath  he  been  in  thy  heart? 
The  lion,  dying,  thrusteth  forth  his  paw. 
And  wounds  the  earth,  if  nothing  else,  with  rage 
To  be  o'erpower'd;  and  wilt  thou,  pupil-like, 
Take  thy  correction  mildly?  kiss  the  rod, 
And  fawn  on  rage  with  base  humility. 
Which  art  a  lion,  and  a  king  of  beasts  ? 

K.  Rich,  A  king  of  beasts,  indeed :  if  aught  but 
beasts, 
I  had  been  still  a  happy  king  of  men. 
Good  sometime  queen,  prepare  thee  hence  for  France: 
Think,  I  am  dead;  and  that  even  here  thou  tak'st. 
As  from  my  death-bed,  my  last  living  leave. 
In  winter's  tedious  nights,  sit  by  the  fire 
With  good  old  folks,  and  let  them  tell  thee  tales 
Of  woful  ages,  long  ago  betid  ^: 

'  Itm  does  not  probably  here  mp%n  •  house  of  public  enter- 
tainment,  but  •  dwelling  or  lodging  generally.  In  which  sense 
the  word  was  anciently  used. 

*  Sworn  brother  alludes  to  the  fratres  jurati,  who,  in  the  age 
of  adrentnre,  bound  themselves  by  mutual  oaths  to  share  for- 
tunes together.    Vide  note  on  King  Henry  Y.  Act  ii.  Sc.  1. 

*  Passed. 
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Andy  ere  diou  bid  good  night,  to  quit^  their  grief. 

Tell  tiiou  the  lamentable  fall^  of  me, 

And  send  the  hearers  weeping  to  their  beds. 

For  why,  the  senseless  brands  will  sympathize 

The  heavy  accent  of  thy  moving  tongue. 

And,  in  compassion,  weep  the  fire  out : 

And  some  will  mourn  in  ashes,  soihe  coal-black. 

For  the  deposing  of  a  rightful  king. 

Enter  Northumberland,  attended. 

North.   My  lord,  the  mind  of  BoUngbroke  is 
chang'd; 

You  must  to  Pomfret,  not  unto  the  Tower. 

And,  madam,  there  is  order  ta'en  for  you  ^ : 
With  all  swift  speed  you  must  away  to  France. 

K.Rieh.  Northumberland,  thou  ladder  where- 
withal 
The  mounting  Bolingbroke  ascends  my  throne, — 
The  time  shall  not  be  many  hours  of  age 
More  than  it  is,  ere  foul  sin,  gathering  head. 
Shall  break  into  corruption :  thou  shalt  think. 
Though  he  divide  the  realm,  and  give  thee  half. 
It  is  too  little,  helping  him  to  all ; 
And  he  shall  think,  that  thou,  which  know'st  the  way 
To  plant  unrightful  kings,  wilt  know  again. 
Being  ne'er  so  little  urg'd,  another  way 
To  pluck  him  headlong  from  the  usurped  throne. 
The  love  of  wicked  friends  converts  to  fear ; 
That  fear,  to  hate ;  and  hate  turns  one,  or  both. 
To  worthy  danger,  and  deserved  death. 

North.  My  guilt  be  on  my  head,  and  there  an  end. 
Take  leave,  and  part ;  for  you  must  part  forthwith. 

K.  Rich.  Doubly  divorc'd? — Bad  men,  ye  violate 

•  To  requite  their  monrnfiil  stories. 
^  The  quarto  of  1597  reads  tak. 

*  Thus  in  Othello: — 

*  Honest  lago  hath  ta*en  order  for  it.' 
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A  twofold  marriage ;  ^twixt  my  crown  and  me ; 
And  then,  betwixt  me  and  my  married  wife. — 
Let  me  unkiss  the  oath  'twixt  thee  and  me ; 
And  yet  not  so,  for  with  a  kiss  'twas  made^. — 
Part  us,  Northumberland :  I  towards  the  north. 
Where  shivering  cold  and  sickness  pines  the  clime; 
My  wife  to  France ;  from  whence,  set  forth  in  pomp. 
She  came  adorned  hither  like  sweet  May, 
Sent  back  like  Hallowmas  ^^,  or  shortest  of  day. 

Queen,  And  must  we  be  divided?  must  we  part? 

K.  Rick.  Ay,  hand  from  hand,  my  love,  and  heart 
from  heart. 

Queen.  Banish  us  both,  and  send  the  king  with  me. 

North.  ^^That  were  some  love,  but  little  policy. 

Queen.  Then  whither  he  goes,  thither  let  me  go? 

K.Rich.  So  two,  together  weeping,  make  one  woe. 
Weep  thou  for  me  in  France,  I  for  thee  here ; 
Better  far  off,  than — ^near,  be  ne'er  the  near*  ^. 
Go,  count  thy  w«y  with  sighs ;  I,  mine  with  groans: 

Queen.   So  longest  way  shall  have  the  longest 
moans. 

K.  Rich.  Twice  for  one  step  I'll  groan,  the  way 
being  short. 
And  piece  die  way  out  with  a  heavy  heart. 
Come,  come,  in  wooing  sorrow  let's  be  brief. 
Since,  wedding  it,  there  is  such  length  in  grief. 
One  kiss  diall  stop  our  mouths,  and  dumbly  part : 
Thus  give  I  mine,  and  thus  I  take  thy  heart 

[Theykisg. 

^  A  hiss  appears  to  have  been  an  established  circnmstanoe  in 
oar  ancient  marriage  ceremonies.  So,  in  Marston's  Insatiate 
Countess,  1618,  the  duke,  on  parting  with  his  wife,  says  to  her : — 
<  The  kUs  thou  ffav'st  me  in  the  chmrch  here  take.' 

«®  All  Hallows,  i.e.  All  Saints,  Nov.  1. 

*'  The  quartos  give  this  speech  to  the  king. 

'*  Never  the  nigher,  i.  e.  *  it  is  better  to  be  at  a  great  distance 
than  being  near  each  other,  to  find  that  we  are  jet  not  like!  j  to 
be  peaceably  and  happily  united.' 
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Queen.  Give  me  mine  own  again ;  Hwere  no  good 
part, 
To  take  on  me  to  keep,  and  kill  thy  heart  ^^. 

[Kiss  again. 
So  now  I  have  mine  own  again,  begone. 
That  I  may  strive  to  kill  it  with  a  groan. 
K.  Rich.  We  make  woe  wanton  with  this  fond 
delay : 
Once  more,  adieu;  the  rest  let  sorrow  say.  [Exemii. 

SCENE  II. 
The  same.     A  Room  in  the  Duke  of  York's  Palace. 

Enter  York,  and  his  Duchess^. 

Duch.  My  lord,  you  told  me,  you  would  tell  the 
rest. 
When  weeping  made  you  break  the  story  off 
Of  our  two  cousins  coming  into  London. 

York.  Where  did  I  leave? 

Duch.  At  that  sad  stop,  my  lord. 

Where  rude  misgovem'd  hands,  from  windows' tops. 
Threw  dust  and  rubbish  on  King  Richard's  head. 

York.  Then,  as  I  said,  the  duke,  great  Boling- 
broke, — 
Mounted  upon  a  hot  and  fiery  steed. 
Which  his  aspiring  rider  seem'd  to  know, — 
With  slow,  but  stately  pace,  kept  on  his  course, 

*'  So  in  King  Henry  V.  Act  ii.  So.  2: — 

< the  king  hfttb  hitd  his  htart: 

*  The  first  wife  of  Edward  duke  of  York  was  Isabella,  daugh' 
ter  of  Peter  thfc  Cmel,  king  of  Castile  and  Leon.  He  married 
her  in  1372,  and  had  by  her  the  dnke  of  Anmerle,  and  all  his 
other  children.  In  introducing  her  the  poet  has  departed  widely 
from  history ;  for  she  died  in  1394,  four  or  five  years  before  the 
events  related  in  the  present  play.  After  her  death  York  mar- 
ried Joan,  daughter  of  John  Holland,  earl  of  Kent,  who  sorrived 
him  about  thirty-foor  years,  and  had  three  other  husbands. 
VOL.  V.  K      ' 
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While  all  tongues  cried — God  save  thee,  Boling- 

broke ! 
You  would  have  thought  die  very  windows  spake, 
So  many  greedy  looks  of  young  and  old 
Through  casements  darted  their  desiring  eyes 
Upon  his  visage ;  and  diat  all  the  walls. 
With  painted  imag'ry,  had  said  at  once, — 
Jesu  preserve  thee !  welcome,  Bolingbroke ! 
Whilst  he,  from  one  side  to  the  other  turning. 
Bare-headed,  lower  than  his  proud  steed's  neck, 
Bespake  them  thus, — I  thank  you,  countrymen : 
And  thus  still  doing,  thus  he  pass'd  along. 
'    Duch,  Alas,  poor  Richard !  where  rides  he  the 
while? 
York,  As  in  a  theatre,  the  eyes  of  men  *, 
After  a  well  grac'd  actor  leaves  the  stage. 
Are  idly  bent  on  him  that  enters  next. 
Thinking  his  prattle  to  be  tedious : 
Even  so,  or  with  much  more  contempt,  men's  eyes 
Did  scowl  on  Richard ;  no  man  cried,  God  saVe  him ; 
No  joyful  tongue  gave  him  his  welcome  home : 
Bat  dust  was  thrown  upon  his  sacred  head ; 
Which  with  such  gentle  sorrow  he  shook  off, — 
bis  face  still  combating  with  tears  and  smiles. 
The  badges  of  his  grief  and  patience, — 
That  had  not  God,  for  some  strong  purpose,  steel'd 
The  hearts  of  men,  they  must  perforce  have  melted. 
And  barbarism  itself  have  pitied  him. 
But  heaven  hath  a  hand  in  these  events ; 
To  whose  high  will  we  boand  our  calm  contents. 
To  Bolingbroke  are  we  sworn  subjects,  now,  < 
Whose  state  and  honour  I  for  aye  allow. 

3  '  The  painting  of  this  description  is  so  liyelj,  and  the  words 
so  moving  that  I  have  scarce  read  anj  thing  comparable  to  it  in 
any  other  language.' — Dryden;  Pref,  to  TroUus  and  Cressida, 
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Enter  Aumerle. 

Duck,  Here  comes  my  son  Aumerle. 

York.  Aumerle  that  was ; 

But  that  is  lost,  for  being  Richard's  friend; 
And,  madam,  you  must  call  him  Rutland*"^  now: 
I  am  in  parliament  pledge  for  his  truth. 
And  lasting  fealty  to  the  new-made  king. 

Duck.  Welcome,  my  son :  Who  are  the  violets  now. 
That  strew  the  green  lap  of  the  new-come  spring^? 

Aum.  Madam,  I  know  not,  nor  I  greatly  care  not; 
God  knows,  I  had  as  lief  be  none  as  one. 

York.  Well,  bear  you  well  in  this  new  spring  of 
time. 
Lest  you  be  cropp'd  before  you  come  to  prime. 
What  news  from  Oxford?  hold  those  justs  and  tri- 
umphs? 

Aum.  Por  aaght  I  know,  my  lord,  they  do. 

York.  You  will  be  there,  I  know. 

Aum.  If  God  prevent  it  not ;  I  purpose  so. 

York.  What  seal  is  that,  that  hangs  without  thy 
bosom  ^? 
Yea,  look'st  thou  pale  ?  let  me  see  the  writing. 

Aum.  My  lord,  'tis  nothing. 

York.  No  matter  then  who  sees  it; 

I  will  be  satisfied,  let  me  see  the  writing. 

Aum.  I  do  beseech  your  grace  to  pardon  me ; 
It  is  a  matter  of  small  consequence. 
Which  for  some  reasons  I  would  not  have  seen. 

'  *  The  dnkes  of  Aumerle,  Snrrey,  and  Exeter  were  deprived 
of  their  dukedoms  by  an  act  of  Henr/s  first  parliament,  bat  were 
•Uowed  to  retain  the  earldoms  of  Rutland,  Kent,  and  ilonting- 
donJ-^HoUnshed. 
*  So  in  Milton's  Song  on  May  Morning : — 

' who  from  her  green  lap  throws 

The  yellow  cowslip  and  the  pale  primrose.' 
^  The  seals  of  deeds  were  formerly  impressed  on  slips  or 
labds  of  parchment  appendant  to  them. 
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York,  Which  for  some  reasons^  sir,  I  mean  to  see. 
I  fear,  I  fear, 

Duch.  What  should  you  fear? 

Tis  nothing  but  some  bond  that  he  is  enter'd  into 
For  gay  apparel,  'gauist  the  triumph  day. 

York,  Bound  to  himself  ?  what  doth  he  with  a  bond 
That  he  is  bound  to?  Wife,  thou  art  a  fool.-r- 
Boy,  let  me  see  the  writing. 

Aum.  I  do  beseech  you,  pardon  me ;  I  may  not 
show  it. 

York.  I  will  be  satisfied ;  let  me  see  it,  I  say. 
[SiuLtches  it,  and  rends. 
Treason !  foul  treason ! — ^villain !  traitor !  slave ! 

Duch.  What  is  the  matter,  my  lord  ? 

York,  Ho!  who  is  within  there?  [Enter  a  Ser- 
vant.] Saddle  my  horse. 
God  for  his  mercy !  what  treachery  is  here ! 

Dvch.  Why,  what  is  it,  my  lord  ? 

York.  Give  me  my  boots,  I  say ;  saddle  my 
horse : — 
Now  by  mine  honour,  by  my  life,  my  troth, 
I  will  appeach  the  villain.  [Exit  Servant. 

Duch.  What's  the  matter  ? 

York.  Peace,  foolish  woman. 

Dwih.  I  will  not  peace : — ^What  b  the  matter,  son  ? 

Aum.  Good  mother,  be  content;  it  is  no  more 
Than  my  poor  life  must  answer. 

Duch.  Thy  life  answer? 

Re-enter  Servant,  with  Boats. 

York.  Bring  me  my  boots,  I  will  unto  the  king. 
Duch.  Strike  him,  Aumerle. — Poor  boy,  thou 
art  amaz'd: 
Hence,  villain ;  never  more  come  in  my  sight. — 

[To  the  Servant. 
York.  Give  me  my  boots,  I  say. 
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Duck.  Why,  York,  what  wilt  thou  do? 
Wilt  thou  not  hide  the  trespass  of  thine  own  ? 
Have  we  more  sons?  or  are  we  like  to  have? 
Is  not  my  teeming  date  drunk  up  with  time  ? 
And  wilt  thou  pluck  my  fair  son  from  mine  age. 
And  rob  me  of  a  happy  mother's  name? 
Is  he  not  like  thee?  is  he  not  thine  own? 

York,  Thou  fond  mad  woman. 
Wilt  thou  conceal  this  dark  conspiracy  ? 
A  dozen  of  them  here  have  ta'en  the  sacrament. 
And  interchangeably  set  down  their  hands. 
To  kill  die  king  at  Oxford. 

Duck.  He  shall  be  none ; 

We'll  keep  him  here :  Then  what  is  that  to  him  ? 

York.  Away, 
Fond  woman !  were  he  twenty  times  my  son, 
I  would  appeach  him. 

Duck.  Hadst  thou  groan'd  for  him. 

As  I  have  done,  thou'dst  be  more  pitiful. 
But  now  I  know  thy  mind ;  thou  dost  suspect. 
That  1  have  been  disloyal  to  thy  bed. 
And  that  he  is«  a  bastard,  not  thy  son : 
Sweet  York,  sweet  husband,  be  not  of  that  mind : 
He  is  as  like  thee  as  a  man  may  be, 
Not  like  to  me,  or  any  of  my  km, 
And  yet  I  love  him. 

York.        "  Make  way,  unruly  woman. 

[Exit. 

Duck.  After,  Aumerle ;  mount  thee  upon  his  horse ; 
Spur,  post;  and  get  before  him  to  the  king. 
And  beg  thy  pardon  ere  he  do  accuse  thee. 
Ill  not  be  long  behind;  though  I  be  old, 
I  doubt  not  but  to  ride  as  fast  as  York : 
And  neyer  will  I  rise  up  from  the  ground. 
Till  Bolingbroke  have  pardon'd  thee :  Away ; 
Begone.  [Exeunt. 
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SC£N£  III.  Windsor.  A  Roam  in  the  Castle. 

Enter  Bolingbroke  as  King;  Percy, 
and  other  Lords. 

Boling.  Can  no  man  tell  of  my  unthrifty  son  ? 
Tis  full  three  months  since  I  did  see  him  last : — 
If  any  plague  hang  over  us,  'tis  he. 
I  would  to  God,  my  lords,  he  might  be  found : 
Inquire  at  London,  'mongst  the  taverns  there. 
For  there,  they  say,  he  daily  doth  frequent, 
With  unrestrained  loose  companions ; 
Even  such,  they  say,  as  stand  in  narrow  lanes. 
And  beat  our  watch,  and  rob  our  passengers ; 
While  he,  young,  wanton,  and  effeminate  boy,    . 
Takes  on  the  point  of  honour,  to  support 
So  dissolute  a  crew  ^. 

Percy.  My  lord,  some  two  days  since  I  saw  the 
prince ; 
And  told  him  of  these  triumphs  held  at  Oxford. 

Boling.  And  what  said  the  gallant? 

Percy.  His  answer  was, — he  would  unto  the  stews ; 
And  from  the  commonest  creature  pluck  a  glove. 
And  wear  it  as  a  favour;  and  with  that 
He  would  unhorse  the  lustiest  challenger. 

Boling.  As  dissolute,  as  desperate :  yet,  througb^ 
both 
I  see  some  sparkles  ^  of  a  better  hope. 
Which  elder  days  may  happily  bring  forth. 
But  who  comes  here? 

>  This  is  a  yer  j  proper  introduoiion  to  tbf  future  character  of 
King  Henry  V.  to  his  debaucheries  in  his  youth,  ahd  his  great- 
ness in  his  manhood,  as  the  poet  has  described  them.  But  it  baa 
been  ably  contended  by  Mr.  Luders  that  the  whole  story  of  bis 
dissipation  was  a  fiction.  At  this  period  (i.  e.  1400)  he  was  bat 
twelve  years  old,  being  bom  in  1888. 

*  The  folio  reads  sparks. 
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Enter  Aumerle,  hastily^ 

Aum,  Where  is  the  king  ? 

BoUng.  What  means 

Our  coiisin^  that  he  stares  and  looks  so  wildly  ? 

Aum,  God  saye  your  grace.    I  do  beseech  your 
majesty. 
To  have  some  conference  with  your  grace  alone. 

Boling,  Withdraw  yourselves,  and  leave  us  here 
alone. —  [Exeunt  Percy  and  Lords. 

What  is  the  matter  with  our  cousin  now  ? 

Aum.  For  ever  may  my  knees  grow  to  the  earth, 

[Kneels: 
My  tongue  cleave  to  my  roof  within  my  mouth. 
Unless  a  pardon,  ere  I  rise,  or  speak. 

Bolmg.  Intended,  or  committed,  was  this  fault? ' 
If  but'  the  first,  how  heinous  ere  it  be, 
To  win  thy  after-love,  I  pardon  thee. 

Aum.  Then  give  me  leave  that  I  may  turn  the  key. 
That  no  man  enter  till  my  tale  be  done. 

Boling.  Have  thy  desire.    [Aum.  locks  the  door. 

York.  [  Within.]  My  liege,  beware ;  look  to  thyself; 
Thou  hast  a  traitor  in  thy  presence  there. 

Boling.  Villain,  I'll  make  thee  safe.    [Drawing. 

Aum.  Stay  thy  revengeful  hand ; 
Thou  hast  no  cause  to  fear. 

York.  [Within.]  Open  the  door,  secure,  fool- 
hardy king: 
Shall  I,  for  love,  speak  treason  to  thy  face? 
Open  the  door,  or  I  will  break  it  open. 

[BoLiNQBROKE  opens  the  door. 

Enter  York. 

Boling.  What  is  the  matter,  uncle  ?  speak ; 
Recover  breath ;  tell  us  how  near  is  danger. 
That  we  may  arm  us  to  encounter  it. 

'  The  old  copies  read  '  If  on,*  ^c.     Pope  made  the  alteration. 
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York,  Peruse  this  writing  here,  and  thou  shalt  know 
The  treason  that  my  haste  forbids  me  show. 

Aum,  Remember,  as  thou  read'st,thy  promise  past : 
I  do  repent  me ;  read  not  my  name  there, 
My  heart  is  not  confederate  with  my  hand. 

York.  Twas,  yillain,  ere  thy  hand  did  set  it  down. — 
I  tore  it  from  the  traitor's  bosom,  king : 
Fear,  and  not  love,  begets  his  penitence : 
Forget  to  pity  him,  lest  thy  pity  prove 
A  serpent  that  will  sting  thee  to  the  heart. 

Baling.  O  heinous,  strong,  and  bold  conspiracy ! — 
O  loyal  father  of  a  treacherous  son ! 
Thou  sheer  ^,  inmiaculate,  and  silver  fountain. 
From  whence  this  stream  through  muddy  passages. 
Hath  held  his  current,  and  defil'd  himself! 
Thy  overflow  of  good  converts  to  bad ; 
And  thy  abundant  goodness  shall  excuse 
This  deadly  blot  in  thy  digressing^  son. 

York.  So  shall  my  virtue  be  his  vice's  bawd ; 
AAd  he  shall  spend  mine  honour  with  his  shame. 
As  thriftless  sons  their  scraping  fathers'  gold. 
Mine  honour  lives  when  his  dishonour  dies, 
Or  my  sham'd  Hfe  in  his  dishonour  lies : 
Thou  kill'st  me  in  his  life ;  giving  him  breath. 
The  traitor  lives,  the  true  man's  put  to  death. 

Buck.  [Within.]  What  ho,  my  liege!  for  God's 
sake  let  me  in. 

*  Sheer  u  pelkcid,  transparmU.  So  in  Spenser's  Faerie  Queene, 
b.  iii.  0.  2 : — 

'  Who  baying  viewed  in  a  fountain  shere 

Her  face/  &c. 
Again,  b.  iii.  c.  11 : — 

'  That  she  at  last  came  to  a  fountain  shere,' 
And  in  Golding^s  translation  of  Ovid,  1587 : — 

'  The  water  was  so  pore  and  sheere,*  &c. 
'  Thus  in  Romeo  and  Juliet : — 

'  Digre»si$tg  from  the  valour  of  a  man.' 
To  digress  is  to  deviate  from  what  is  right  or  regular. 
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BoHng.  Mliat  shriU-voic'd  suppliant  makes  this 
eager  cry? 

Duck,  A  woman,  and  thine  aunt,  great  king ;  'tis  I. 
Speak  with  me,  pity  me,  open  the  door; 
A  beggar  begs,  that  never  begg'd  before. 

Boling.  Our  scene  is  alter'd, — from  a  serious  thing. 
And  now  chang'd  to  The  Beggar  and  the  King  ^ — 
My  dangerous  cousin,  let  your  mother  in ; 
I  know,  she's  come  to  pray  for  your  foul  sin. 

York.  If  thou  do  pardon,  whosoever  pray. 
More  sins,  for  this  forgiveness,  prospM*  may. 
This  fostered  joint  cut  off,  the  rest  rests  sound. 
This  let  alone,  will  all  the  rest  confound. 

Enter  Duchess. 

Dw^.  O  king,  believe  not  this  hard-hearted  man ; 
Love,  loving  not  itself,  none  odier  ^can. 

York.  Thou  frantick  woman,  what  dost  thou  make  "^ 
here? 
Shall  thy  old  dugs  once  more  a  traitor  rear? 

Ihch.  Sweet  York,  be  patient:  Hear  mC)  gentle 
liege.  [Kneels. 

BoKng..  Else  up,  good  aunt. 

Duck.  Not  yet,  I  thee  beseech : 

For  ever  will  I  kneel  ^  upon  my  knees. 
And  never  see  day  that  the  happy  sees. 
Till  thou  give  joy ;  until  thou  bid  me  joy. 
By  pardoning  Rutland,  my  transgressing  boy. 

Aum.  Unto  my  mother's  prayers,  I  bend  my  knee. 

[Kneeis.: 

*  It  is  probable  that  the  old  ballad  of  '  King  Cophetua  and  the 
Beggar  Maid'  is  here  alladed  to.  The  reader- will  find  it  in  the 
fint  Tolnme  of  Dr.  Perc/s  Reliqaes  of  Ancient  Poetr  j<  There 
Bay  have  been  a  popular  Interlude  on  the  sabject,  for  the  atorj 
ii  alluded  to  bj  other  cotemporaries  of  the  poet^ 

^  i.  e.  <  what  dost  thou  do  here  V  Thus  in  the  Merry  Wives 
ofWindsor:— 

'  What  indb«  you  here  i* 

*  Thas  the  folio.    The  qoarto  copies  read  walk. 
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York.  Against  them  both,  my  true  joints  bended 
be.  [Kneeh. 

Ill  may*st  thou  thriye,  if  thou  grant  any  graced ! 

Duch.  Pleads  he  in  earnest?  look  upon  his  face ; 
His  eyes  do  drop  no  tears,  his  prayers  are  in  jest; 
His  words  come  from  his  mouth,  ours  from  our  breast; 
He  prays  but  faintly,  and  would  be  denied ; 
We  pray  with  heart,  and  soul,  and  all  beside : 
Hb  weary  joints  would  gladly  rise,  I  know ; 
Our  knees  shall  kneel  till  to  the  ground  tiiey  grow : 
His  prayers  are  full  of  false  hypocrisy ; 
Ours,  of  true  zeal  and  deep  integrity. 
Our  prayers  do  out-pray  his;  then  let  them  have 
That  mercy,  which  true  prayers  ought  to  hare. 

Bolmg*  Good  aunt,  stand  up. 

Dvch.  Nay,  do  not  say — stand  up ; 

But,  pardon,  first;  and  afterwards,  stand  up. 
An  if  I  were  thy  nurse,  thy  tongue  to  teach. 
Pardon — should  be  the  first  word  of  thy  speech. 
I  never  long'd  to  hear  a  word  till  now; 
Say — ^pardon,  king;  let  pity  teach  thee  how : 
The  word  is  short,  but  not  so  short  as  sweet; 
No  word  like,  pardon,  for  kings'  mouths  so  meet. 

York,  Speak  it  in  French,  king ;  say,  pardonnez 

Duch,  Dost  diou  teach  pardon  pardon  to  destroy  ? 
Ah,  my  sour  husband,  my  hard-hearted  lord. 
That  sett'st  the  word  itself  against  the  word ! — 
Speak,  pardon,  as  'tis  current  in  our  land : 
Tlie  chopping  ^^  French  we  do  not  understand. 

'  This  line  is  not  in.  the  folio. 

1®  The  French  moy  being  made  to  rfaime  with  destroy,  wonld 
seem  to  im]d  j  that  the  poet  was  not  well  acquainted  with  the  true 
pronunciation  of  that  language,  perhaps  it  was  imperfectly  under- 
stood in  his  time  by  those  who  had  not  visited  France. 

"  The  clwjpping  French,  i.e.  the  changing  or  changeable  French. 
Thos  'chopping  churches'  is  changing  one  church  for  another; 
and  chopping  logic  is  discoursing  or  interchanging  logic  with  an- 
other.   Tb  chop  and  change  is  still  a  common  idiom. 
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Thine  eye  begins  to  speak,  set  thy  tongue  there ; 
Or,  in  thy  piteous  heart  plant  thou  thine  ear ; 
That,  hearing  how  our  plaints  and  prayers  do  pierce, 
Pity  may  move  thee,  pardon  to  rehearse. 

Boling,  Good  aunt,  stand  up. 

Duch.  I  do  not  sue  to  stand. 

Pardon  is  all  the  suit  I  have  in  hand. 

Boling,  I  pardon  him,  as  God  shall  pardon  me. 

Duch.  O  happy  vantage  of  a  kneeling  knee ! 
Yet  am  I  sick  for  fear :  speak  it  again ; 
Twice  saying  pardon,  doth  not  pardon  twain. 
But  makes  one  pardon  strong. 

Boling,  With  all  my  heart 

I  pardon  him  ^^. 

Duch.  A  god  on  earth  thou  art. 

Boling.  But  for  our  trusty  brother-in-law  ^', — and 
the  abbot". 
With  all  the  rest  of  that  consorted  crew, — 
Destruction  straight  shall  dog  them  at  the  heels  ^^. — 
Good  uncle,  help  to  order  several  powers 
To  Oxford,  or  where'er  these  traitors  are : 
They  shall  not  live  within  this  world,  I  swear, 
But  I  will  have  them,  if  I  once  know  where. 
Uncle,  farewell, — and  cousin  too  ^^,  adieu : 
Your  mother  well  hath  pray'd,  and  prove  you  true. 

Dtick.  Come,  my  old  son ; — I  pray  God  make 
thee  new.  [Exeunt. 

"  The  old  copies  read  <  I  pardon  him  with  all  m  j  heart.'  The 
tnnsposition  was  made  by  Pope.  ^ 

*'  The  brother-in-law  meant  was  John  doke  of  Exeter  and  earl 
of  Hiuitb}^don  (own  brother  to  Edward  II.),  who  had  married 
the  Lady  Elizabeth,  Bolingbroke's  sister. 

^*  i.  e.  the  abbot  of  Westminster. 

'*  '  Death  and  destruction  dog  thee  at  the  heels.' 

King  Richard  IIL 

**  Too,  which  is  not  in  the  old  copies,  was  added  by  Theobald 
for  the  sake  of  the  metre. 
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SCENE  IV. 

Enter  Exton,  and  a  Servant. 

Exton.  Didst  thou  not  mark  the  king,  what  words 
he  spake  ? 
Have  I  no  friend  will  rid  me  of  this  living  fear? 
Was  it  not  so  ? 

Serv*  Those  were  his  very  words. 

Exton*  Have  I  no  friend?  quoth  he;  he  spake  it 
twice, 
And  urg'd  it  twice  together;  did  he  not? 

Serv,  He  did. 

Exton.  And,  speaking  it,  he  wistfully  look'd  on  me ; 
As  who  should  say, — I  would,  thou  wert  the  man 
That  would  divorce  this  terror  from  my  heart ; 
Meaning,  the  king  at  Pomfiret.     Come,  let's  go ; 
I  am  the  .king's  friend,  and  will  rid  ^  his  foe. 

[Exeunt, 

SCENE  V. 
Pomfret^     7%e  Dungeon  of  the  Castle. 

Enter  King  Richard. 

K.  Rich.  I  have  been  studying  how  I  may  compare 
This  prison,  whene  I  live,  unto  the  world: 
And,  for  because  the  world  is  populous. 
And  here  is  not  a  creature  but  myself, 
I  cannot  do  it; — ^Yet  I'll  hammer  it  out 
My  brain  I'll  prove  the  female  to  my  soul ; 
My  soul,  the  father :  and  these  two  beget 

>  To  rid  and  to  dispatch  were  formerl j  sjnoDjmoas,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  old  Dictionaries,  '  To  ridde  or  diapatche  himself  of 
any  man.* — *  To  dispatche  or  ridde  one  qaicklj.'  Vide  Baret's 
^vearie,  1576,  in  Ridde  and  Dispatche.  So  in  King  Henry  YI. 
Part  II.— 

'  As  deathsmen  yon  have  rid  this  sweet  yoong  prince.' 
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A  generation  of  still-breeding  thoughts , 
And  these  same  thoughts  people  this  little  world  ^ ; 
In  humours,  like  the  people  of  this  world. 
For  no  thought  is  contented.    The  better  sort, — 
As  thoughts  of  things  diyine, — are  intermix'd 
With  scruples,  and  do  set  the  word  itself 
Against  the  word  ^ : 

As  thus, — Come,  little  ones;  and  then  again, — 
It  is  as  hard  to  come,  as  for  a  camel 
To  thread  the  postern  of  a  needless  eye. 
Thoughts  tending  to  ambition,  they  do  plot 
Unlikely  wonders :  how  these  vain  weak  nails 
May  tear  a  passage  through  the  flinty  ribs 
Of  this  hard  world,  my  ragged  prison  walls ; 
And,  for  they  cannot,  die  in  their  own  pride. 
Hioughts  tending  to  content,  flatter  themselves, — 
That  they  are  not  the  first  of  fortune's  slaves. 
Nor  shall  not  be  the  last;  like  silly  beggars. 
Who,  sitting  in  the  stocks,  refuge  their  shame, — 
That  many  have,  and  others  must  sit  there  : 
And  in  this  thought  they  find  a  kind  of  ease, 
Bearing  their  own  misfortune  on  the  back 
Of  such  as  have  before  endur'd  the  like  : 
Thus  play  I,  in  one  person,  many  people^. 
And  none  contented :  Sometimes  am  I  king : 
Then  treason  makes  me  wish  myself  a  beggar. 
And  so  I  am :  Then  crushing  penury 

'  t  e.  bis  own  bodj.     So  in  King  Lear : — 

'  Striyes  in  tbis  Utile  world  of  man  ontscorn 
Tbe  to  and  fro  conflicting  wind  and  rain.' 

'  Bj  tbe  word  is  meant  tbe  Holy  Scriptures.  Tbe  folio  reads 
ihe  faith  iteelf  against  ihe  faith, 

*  This  is  the  reading  of  tbe  qaarto,  1597 ;  alluding,  perhaps, 
to  the  costom  of  oar  earl  j  theatres.  Tbe  title  pages  of  some  of 
oar  Moralities  show  that  three  or  foor  characters  were  frequently 
represented  bj  one  perwn.  The  folio,  and  other  copies,  read  '  in 
oneprifOM.' 

VOL.  V.  L 
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Persuades  me,  I  was  better  when  a  king; 

Then  am  I  king'd  again :  and,  by-and-by. 

Think  that  I  am  unking'd  by  Bolingbroke, 

And  straight-am  nothing : — But,  whate'er  I  am. 

Nor  I,  nor  any  man,  that  but  man  is. 

With  nothing  shall  be  pleas'd,  till  he  be  eas'd 

With  being  nothing. — Musick  do  I  hear?  [Mustek. 

Ha,  ha !  keep  time : — How  sour  sweet  musick  is. 

When  time  is  broke,  and  no  proportion  kept ! 

So  is  it  in  the  musick  of  men's  liv^s. 

And  here  hare  I  the  daintiness  of  ear 

To  check  ^  time  broke  in  a  disorder'd  string ; 

But  for  the  concord  of  my  state  and  time, 

Had  not  an  ear  to  hear  my  true  time  broke. 

I  wasted  time,  and  now  doth  time  waste  me. 

For  now  hath  time  made  me  bis  numbering  clock : 

My  thoughts  are  minutes ;  and,  with  sighs,  they  jar  ^ 

Their  watches  on  unto  mine  eyes,  the  outward  watch  ^, 

Whereto  my  finger,  like  a  dial's  point. 

Is  pointing  still,  in  cleansing  them  from  tears. 

Now,  sir,  the  sound,  that  tells  what  hour  it  is"^, 

*  The  folio  reads  '  to  hear,*  «  Tick. 

'  It  should  be  recollected  that  there  are  three  ways  in  which 
a  clock  notices  the  progress  of  time,  viz.  bj  the  Itbration  of  the 
pendulum,  the  index  on  the  dial,  and  the  striking  of  the  hour.  To 
these  the  king,  in  his  comparison,  severally  alludes ;  his  sighs 
corresponding  to  the  jarring  or  ticking  of  the  pendulum,  which 
at  the  same  time  that  it  watches  or  numbers  the  seconds,  marks 
also  their  progress  in  minutes  on  the  dial-plate,  or  outward  waich^ 
to  which  the  king  compares  his  eyes ;  and  their  want  of  6gares 
is  supplied  by  a  succession  of  tears  (or  minute  drops,  to  use  an 
expression  of  Milton),  his  finger,  by  as  regularly  wiping  these 
away,  performs  the  office  of  the  dioTs point :  his  clamorous  groans 
are  the  sounds  that  tell  the  hour.  In  King  Henry  lY.  Part  II. 
tears  are  used  in  a  similar  manner : — 

'  But  Harry  lires  that  shall  convert  those  tears 
By  number  into  hours  of  happiness.' 
'  Should  we  not  read  : — 

'  Now,  sir,  the  sounds  that  tell  what  hour  it  is 
Are  clamorous  groans?"  &c. 


,y  Google 


SC.  V.  KING  RICHARD  II.  Ill 

Are  clamoroiis  groans,  that  strike  upon  my  heart, 
Which  is  the  bell :  So  sighs,  aad  tears,  and  groans. 
Show  minutes,  times,  and  hours : — but  my  time 
Runs  posting  on  in  Bolingbroke's  proud  joy. 
While  I  stand  fooling  here,  his  Jack  o'the  clock®. 
This  musick  mads  me,  let  it  sound  no  more ; 
For,  though  it  have  holpe  madmen  to  their  wits^, 
In  me,  it  seems,  it  will  make  wise  men  mad. 
Yet  blessing  on  his  heart  that  gives  it  me ! 
For  'tis  a  sign  of  lore;  and  love  to  Richard 
Is  a  strange  brooch ^^  in  this  all-hating  world. 

Enter  Groom. 

Chroam,  Hail,  royal  prince ! 

K,  Rich.  Thanks,  noble  peer; 

The  cheapest  of  us  is  ten  groats  too  dear. 
What  art  thou?  and  how  comestthou  hither. 
Where  no  man  never  comes,  but  that  sad  dog 
That  brings  me  food,  to  make  misfortune  live? 

Groom,  I  was  a  poor  groom  of  thy  stable,  king. 
When  thou  wert  king ;  who,  travelling  towards  York, 
With  much  ado,  at  length  have  gotten  leave 
To  look  upon  my  sometimes  ^^  royal  master's  face. 
0,  how  it  yem'd  my  heart,  when  I  beheld. 
In  London  streets,  that  coronation  day, 

^  That  is,  /  strike  for  him.    One  of  these  automatons  is  alluded 
to  in  King  Richard  III.  Act  ir.  Sc.  3  : — 

'  Because  that,  like  a  Jackf  thoa  keep-st  the  stroke 
Between  thy  begging  and  my  meditation/ 
Again,  in  an  old  comedy,  entitled,  If  this  be  not  a  good  Play  the 
Deyil  is  in  it,  1612  :— 

* so  would  I, 

And  we  their  Jacks  oHhe  cloekhouse, 
^  See  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  part  ii.  sect.  2. 
^^  Brooch,  an  ornamented  buckle,  and  also  a  jewel  in  general, 
here  figuratiyely  used  for  jewel, 

^*  Sometimes  was  used  for  former,  as  well  as  sometime,    Ali- 
quando. 
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When  Boliugbroke  rode  on  roan  Barbary ! 
That  horse,  that  thou  so  often  hast  bestrid ; 
That  horse,  that  I  so  carefully  have  dress'd !  ^ 

K.  Rich.  Rode  he  on  Barbary  ?  Tell  me,  gentle 
friend, 
How  went  he  under  him  ? 

Groom.  So  proudly,  as  if  he  disdain'd  the  ground  ^^. 

K.  Rich.  So  proud  that  Bolingbroke  was  on  his 
back! 
That  jade  hath  eat  bread  from  my  royal  hand ; 
This  hand  hath  made  him  proud  with  clapping  him. 
Would  he  not  stumble?  Would  he  not  fall  down 
(Since  pride  must  have  a  fall),  and  break  the  neck 
Of  that  proud' man  that  did  usurp  his  back? 
Forgiveness,  horse !  why  do  I  rail  on  thee. 
Since  thou,  created  to  be  aw'd  by  man. 
Wast  bom  to  bear?  I  was  not  made  a  horse ; 
And  yet  I  bear  a  burden  Uke  an  ass, 
Spur-gaU'd,  and  tir'd,  by  jauncing^^  Bolingbroke. 

Enter  Keeper,  vrith  a  Dish, 
Keep,  Fellow,  give  place ;  here  is  no  longer  stay. 

[To  the  Groom. 
K.  Rich.  If  thou  love  me,  'tis  time  thou  wert  away. 
Groom.  What. my  tongue  dares  not,  that  my  heart 
shall  say.  [JExitJ 

Keep.  My  lord,  will't  please  you  to  fall  to  ? 
K.  Rich.  Taste  of  it  first,  as  thou  art  wont  to  do. 
Keep.My  lord,I  dare  not ;  Sir  Pierce  of  £xton,who 
Lately  came  from  the  king,  commands  the  contrary. 

"  Froissart  relates  a  yet  more  sillj  tale  of  a  greyhound  of 
King  Richard's,  *  who  was  wont  to  leape  apon  the  king,  bat  lefl 
the  king  and  came  to  the  erie  of  Derby,  duke  of  Lancastre,  and 
made  to  him  the  same  frendly  coantenance  and  chere  as  be  was 
wont  to  do  to  the  king.* — Froissartf  by  Bemers,  v.  11.  fo.  CCC3XXX. 

'^  Jandng  is  hard  riding,  from  the  old  French  word  jtmcer, 
which  Cotgrave  explains  '  To  stir  a  horse  in  the  stable  till  he 
sweat  withall ;  or  (as  our)  to  jaunt* 
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K.  MUeh.  The  devil  take  Henry  of  Lancaster,  and 
thee! 
Patience  is  stale,  and  I  am  weary  of  it. 

[Beats  the  Keeper. 
Ke^.  Help,  help,  help  ! 

Enter  Exxon,  and  Servants,  armed, 

K.  Rich,  How  now  ?  what  means  death  in  this 
rude  assault  ? 
Villain,  thy  own  hand  yields  thy  death's  instrument 
[Snatching  a  weapon  and  killing  one. 
Go  thou,  and  fill  another  room  in  hell. 

[He  kills  anot/ier,  emd  then  Exton  strikes 
him  down  ^*. 
That  hand  shall  bum  in  never  quenching  fire. 
That  staggers  thus  my  person. — Exton,  thy  fiesce 

hand 
Hadi  with  the  kin^s  blood  stain'd  the  king's  own  land. 
Mount,  mount,  my  soul !  thy  seat  is  up  on  high ; 
Whilst  my  gross  flesh  sinks  downward,  here  to  die. 

'^  These  stage  directions  are  not  in  the  old  copies. 

^  The  representation  here  given  of  the  king's  death  is  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  Hall  and  Holinshed  (who  copied  from  Fabian, 
with  whom  tbe  story  of  Exton  is  thought  to  hare  its  origin). 
Bnt  the  fact  was  otherwise.  He  refused  food  for  sereral  days, 
and  died  of  abstinence  and  a  broken  heart.  See  Walsingham, 
'Otterbume,  the  Monk  of  Eyesham,  the  Continaator  of  the  History 
of  Croyland,  and  The  Godstow  Chronicle.  His  body,  after  being 
submitted  to  public  inspection  in  the  church  of  Pomfret,  was 
brought  to  London,  and  exposed  in  Cheapside  for  two  hours, 
*  his  heade  on  a  black  cushion,  and  his  yisage  open,'  when  it  was 
Tiewed,  says  Froissart^  by  twenty  thousand  persons,  and  finally  in 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  Stowe  seems  to  have  had  before  him  a  manu^ 
script  history  of  the  latter  part  of  King  Richard's  life,  written  by  a 
person  who  was  witb  him  in  Wales.  He  says  *  he  was  imprisoned 
in  Pomfrait  Castle,  where  xt  dayes  and  nightes  they  rexed  him 
with  continnal  hunger,  thirst,  and  cold,  and  finally  bereft  him  of 
bis  life  with  such  a  kud  of  death  as  never  before  that  time  was 
knowen  in  England.' 

l2 
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Exton.  As  full  of  valour,  as  of  royal  blood: 
Both  have  I  spilt!  O,  'would  the  deed  w^re  good! 
.  For  now  the  devil,  that  told  me — I  did  well. 
Says,  that  this  deed  is  chronicled  in  hell. 
This  dead  king  to  the  living  king  111  bear; — 
Take  hence  the  rest,  apd  give  them  burial  here. 

[Exema. 

SCENE  VI.    Windsor.    A  Roam  im  the  Caah. 

Flourish.    Enter  Bolingbroke,  and  York, 
with  Lords  and  Attendants. 

Baling.  Kind  uncle  York,  the  latest  news  we  hear 
Is — that  the  rebels  have  consum'd  with  fire 
Our  town  of  Cicester  in  Glocestershire ; 
But  whether  they  be  ta'en,  or  slain,  we  hear  not. 

Enter  Northumberland. 

Welcome,  my  lord:  What  is  the  news? 

North.  First,  fo  thy  sacred  state  wish  I  all  hap- 


The  next  news  is, — I  have  to  London  sei^t 

The  heads  of  Salisbury,  Spencer,  Blunt,  and  Kent^ : 

The  manner  of  their  taking  may  appear 

At  large  discoursed  in  this  paper  here. 

[Presenting  a  paper. 
Baling,  We  thank  thee,  gentle  Percy , for  thy  pains ; 
And  tQ  thy  wqrth  will  add  right  wqrUiy  gains. 

Enter  FiTZWATE^i. 

Fitz.  My  lord,  I  have  from  Oxford  sent  to  London 
The  heads  of  Brocas  and  Sir  Bennet  Seely ; 
Two  of  the  dangerous  consorted  traitors. 
That  sought  at  Oxford  thy  dire  overthrow. 

*  So  the  folio.    The  ^nnio  reuAs o(  Oxford,  SoHaimy^Blfmi, 
and  Kent.    The  folio  is  right  according  to  the  histories. 
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Bolmg,  Thy  pains,  Fitzwater,  shall  not  be  forgot; 
Right  noble  is  thy  merit,  well  I  wot. 

EiUer  Percy,  with  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

Percy,  The  grand  conspirator,  abbot  of  West- 
minster^, 
With  clog  of  conscience,  and  sour  melancholy> 
Hath  yielded  up  his  body  to  the  grave : 
But  here  is  Carlisle  living  to  abide 
Thy  kingly  doom,  and  sentence  of  his  pride. 

Boling,  Carlisle,  this  is  your  doom* : — 
Choose  out  some  secret  place,  some  reverend  room. 
More  than  thou  hast,  and  with  it  'joy  thy  life 
So,  as  thou  liv'st  in  peace,  die  free  from  strife : 
For  though  mine  enemy  thou  hast  ever  been. 
High  sparks  of  honour  in  thee  have  I  seen. 

Enter  £xton,  with  Attendants  hearing  a  Coffin. 

Exton,  Great  king,  within  this  coffin  I  present 
Thy  buried  fear :  herein  all  breathless  lies 
The  mightiest  of  thy  greatest  enemies, 
Richard  of  Bourdeaux,  by  me  hither  brought. 

Boling.  Exton,  I  thank  thee  not;  for  tiiou  hast 
wrought 
A  deed  of  slander,  vQ^ih  thy  fatal  hand. 
Upon  my  head,  and  all  this  famous  land. 

*  This  abbot  of  Wegtminster  was  WiUiam  de  Colchester.  The 
relation,  Which  is  taken  from  Holinshed,  is  nntme,  as  he  snnriyed 
the  king  many  years ;  and  though  called  '  the  grand  conspirator/ 
it  is  Tery  donbtfol  whether  he  had  any  concern  in  th^  conspiracy ; 
at  least  nothing  was  proTed  against  him. 

'  The  bishop  of  Carlisle  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  but  on 
the  intercession  of  his  friends  obtained  leave  to  change  his  prison 
for  Westminster  Abbey.  In  order  to  deprive  him  of  his  see,  the 
pope,  at  the  king's  instance,  translated  him  to  a  bishoprick  in 
jkurtUms  mjidelium  ;  and  the  only  perferment  he  could  ever  after 
obtain  was  a  rectory  in  Gloucestershire. 
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Exton,  From  your  own  mouth,  my  lord,  did  I  this 
deed. 

Boling,  They  love  not  poison  that  do  poison  need, 
Nor  do  I  thee;  though  I  did  wish  him  dead, 
I  hate  the  murderer,  love  him  murdered. 
The  guilt  of  conscience  take  thou  for  thy  labour, 
But  neither  my  good  word,  nor  princely  favour : 
With  Cain  go  wander  through  the  shade  of  night. 

And  never  show  thy  head  by  day  nor  light. 

Lords,  I  protest,  my  soul  is  full  of  woe. 

That  blood  should  sprinkle  me,  to  make  me  grow : 

Come,  mourn  with  me  for  what  I  do  lament. 

And  put  on  sullen  black  incontinent^ : 

I'll  make  a  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land, 

To  wash  this  blood  oflf  from  my  guilty  hand : — 

March  sadly  after ;  grace  my  mournings  here. 

In  weeping  after  this  untimely  bier.  [Exernit, 

*  Immediatelj. 


This  play  is  one  of  those  which  Shakspeare  has  apparently 
reyised ;  but  as  saccess  in  works  of  invention  is  not  always  pro- 
portionate to  labour,  it  is  not  finished  at  last  with  the  happy  force 
of  some  other  of  his  tragedies,  nor  can  it  be  said  much  to  aflfect 
the  passions,  or  enlarge  the  understanding.  Johnson. 
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KING  HENRY  IV. 
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Hotspur.  O,  Harrj,  thou  hast  robb'd  me  of  mj  joath. 

Act  v.  Sc.  4. 
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PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

Shakspeare  has  apparently  designed  a  regular  connection  of 
these  dramatic  histories,  from  Richard  the  Second  to  Henry  the 
Fifth.  King  Henry,  at  the  end  of  Richard  the  Second,  declares 
his  purpose  to  yisit  the  Holy  Land,  which  he  resumes  in  the 
first  speech  of  this  play.  The  complaint  made  hy  King  Henry, 
in  the  last  act  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  of  tiie  wildness  of 
his  son,  prepares  the  reader  for  the  frolics  which  are  here  to  he 
recoonted,  and  the  characters  to  he  exhibited.' — Johnson. 

The  historical  dramas  of  Shakspeare  have  indeed  become  the 
popnlar  history.  Vain  attempts  have  been  made  by  Walpole  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  King  Richard  III.  and  in  later  times 
by  Mr.  Laders,  to  prove  that  the  yoathfnl  dissipation  ascribed 
to  King  Henry  V.  is  without  foundation.  The  arguments  are 
probable,  and  ingeniously  urged,  but  we  still  cling  to  our  early 
notions  of '  that  mad  cap — that  same  sword  and  buckler  Prince 
of  Wale^.'  No  plays  were  ever  more  read,  nor  does  the  inimit- 
able, all-powerful  genius  of  the  poet  ever  shine  out  more  than  in 
the  two  parts  of  King  Henry  IV.  which  may  be  considered  as 
one  long  drama  divided. 

It  has  been  said  that  *  Falstaff  is  the  summit  of  Shakspeare's 
comic  invention,*  and  we  may  consequently  add  the  most  inimit- 
able comic  character  ever  delineated ;  for  who  could  invent  like 
Shakspeare  ?  Falstaff  is  now  to  us  hardly  a  creature  of  the  ima- 
gination, he  is  so  definitely  and  distinctly  drawn,  that  the  mere 
reader  of  these  dramas  has  the  complete  impression  of  a  personal 
acquaintance.  He  is  surrounded  by  a  group  of  comic  person- 
ages, from  time  to  time,  each  of  which  would  have  been  suflicient 
to  throw  any  ordinary  creation  into  the  shade,  but  they  only 
Bene  to  make  the  supereminent  humour  of  the  knight  doubly 
conspicuous.  What  can  come  nigher  to  truth  and  real  individual 
nature  than  those  admirable  delineations  Shallow  and  Silence  ? 
How  irresistibly  comic  are  all  the  scenes  in  which  Falstaff  is 
made  to  humour  the  fatuity^  and  vanity  of  this  precious  pair  f 

The  historic  characters  are  delineated  with  a  felicity  and  indi- 
viduality not  inferior  in  any  respect.  Harry  Percy  is  a  creation 
of  the  first  order ;  and  our  favourite  harebrained  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  whom  mirthful  pleasantry  and  midnight  dissipation 
are  mixed  up  with  heroic  dignity  and  generous  feeling,  is  a  rival 
worthy  of  him.  Owen  Glendower  is  another  personification, 
managed  with  the  most  consummate  skill ;  and  die  graver  cha- 
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racters  are  sostained  and  opposed  to  each  other  in  a  manner 
peculiar  to  onr  great  poet  alone. 

The  transactions  contained  in  the  First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV. 
are  comprised  within  the  period  of  about;  ten  months ;  for  the 
action  commences  with  the  news  brought  of  Hotspur  having 
defeated  the  Scots  under  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas,  at  Holme- 
don  (or  Halidown  Hill),  which  battle  was  fought  on  Holy-rood 
day  (the  14th  of  September)  1402 ;  and  it  closes  with  the  battle 
of  Shrewsbury,  on  Saturday  the  21st  of  July,  1403. 

Malone  places  the  date  of  the  composition  of  this  play  in  1597; 
Dr.  Drake  in  1596.  It  was  first  entered  at  Stationers'  Hall 
February  25,  1597.  There  are  no  less  than  five  quarto  editions 
published  during  the  author's  life,  viz.  in  1698, 1599, 1604, 1608, 
1613.  For  the  piece  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  its  original 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Six  Old  Plays  on  which  Shakspeare 
.  founded,  &c.  published  by  Steevens  and  Nichols. 


PERSONS  REPRESENTED. 

King  Henry  the  Fourth. 

Henry,  Prince  qf  Wales,   )  «      *   *t    rr- 

Prince  John  </  Lancaster,  )*»"*<"*«  ^•^- 

Earl  of  Westmoreland,        1  „  .     .  .   .,    rr- 

Sir  Walter  Blunt,  \  ^'^^^ '"  ^^  ^'^' 

Thomas  Percy,  Earl  of  Worcester. 

Henry  Percy,  Earl  o/ Northumberland. 

Henry  Percy,  sumamed  Hotspur,  his  Son^ 

Edward  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March. 

Scroop,  Archbishop  qf  York, 

Archibald,  Earl  of  Douglas. 

Owen  Glkndower. 

Sir  Richard  Vernon. 

Sir  John  Falstaff. 

PoiNS.     Gadshill. 

Peto.     Bardolph. 

Lady  Percy,  Wife  to  Hotspur,  and  Sister  to  Mortimer. 

Lady  Mortimer,  Daughter  to  Glendower,  and  Wife  to 

Mortimer. 
Mrs.  Quickly,  Hostess  of  a  Tavern  in  Eastcheap, 

Lords,  Officers,  Sheriff,  Vintner,  Chamberlain,  Drawers, 
two  Carriers,  Travellers,  and  Attendants. 

SCENE,  England. 
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ACT  I. 

SCENE  I.     LondoQ.     A  Room  in  the  Palace, 

Enter  King    Henry,  Westmoreland,  Sik 
Walter  Blunt,  and  Others, 

King  Henry, 
So  shaken  as  we  are,  so  wan  with  care. 
Find  we  a  time  for  frighted  peace  to  pant. 
And  breathe  short-winded  accents  of  new  broils 
To  be  commenc'd  in  stronds^  afar  remote. 
No  more  the  thirsty  entrance  of  this  soil^ 
Shall  daub  her  lips  with  her  own  children's  blood ; 
No  more  shall  trenching  war  channel  her  fields, 
Nor  bruise  her  flowrets  with  the  armed  hoofs 
Of  hostile  paces :  those  opposed  eyes, 

'  Strands,  banks  of  the  sea.  i 

'  Upon  this  passage  the  reader  is  favoared  with  three  pagies 
of  notes  in  the  Varioram  Shakspeare.  Steeyens  adopted  Monk 
Mason's  bold  conjectural  emendation,  and  reads — 

•  No  more  the  thirsty  Urmnys  of  this  soil.' 
Which,  in  mj  opinion,  does  not  make  the  passage  clearer,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  improbability  of  snch  a  corraption  as  entrance  for 
MrinHffs,  Mr.  Doooe  proposed  to  read  entrails  instead  of  entrance  ; 
ABd  Steevens  once  thought  that  we  shoold  read  entrants,  I  am  sattS" 
Ud  with  the  fc^lowing  explanation  of  the  text,  nkodified  from  that 
of  Malone : — *  No  more  shall  this  soil  haoe  the  lips  of  her  thirsty 
entrance  (i.  e.  surface)  daubed  with  the  blood  of  her  own  chil- 
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Which, — ^like  the  meteors  of  a  troubled  heaven. 

All  of  one  nature,  of  one  substance  bred, 

Did  lately  meet  in  the  intestine  shock 

And  furious  close  of  civil  butchery. 

Shall  now,  in  mutual,  well  beseeming  ranks, 

March  all  one  way ;  and  be  no  more  oppos'd 

A^nst  acquaintance,  kindred,  and  allies : 

The  edge  of  war,  like  an  ill  sheathed  knife, 

No  more  shall  cut  his  master.     Therefore,  friends. 

As  far  as  to  the  s^pulchre  of  Christ 

(Whose  soldier  now,  under  whose  blessed  cross 

We  are  impressed  and  engag'd  to  fight). 

Forthwith  a  power  of  English  shall  we  levy  ', 

Whose  arms  were  moulded  in  their  mother's  womb. 

To  chase  these  pagans,  in  those  holy  fields. 

Over  whose  acres  walk*d  those  blessed  feet, 

Which,  fourteen  hundred  years  ago,  were  naiFd 

For  our  advantage,  on  the  bitter  cross. 

But  this  our  purpose  is  a  twelve-month  old, 

dren.'  The  soil  is  personified,  and  called  the  mother  of  those  who 
liye  upon  her  surface ;  as  in  the  following  passage  of  King  Richard 
II.  :— 

* sweet  «n/,  adien, 

My  mother  atid  my  nurse,  that  hears  me  yet/ 
The  thirsty  earth  was  a  common  epithet  in  the  poet's  age.  Thas, 
in  his  own  King  Henry  VI.  Part  ill. : — 

'  Thy  brother's  blood  the  thirety  earth  hath  dnink.' 
And  in  the  old  play  of  King  John: — 

'  Is  all  the  blood  y-spilt  on  either  part, 

Closing  the  crannies  of  the  thirsty  earth. 

Grown  to  a  love-game,  and  a  bridal  feast  1* 
It  is  true,  as  Malone  remarks,  that  Shakspeare  seldom  attends  to 
the  integrity  of  his  metaphors ;  and  why  therefore  should  we  sus- 
pect this  passage  to  be  corrupt,  because  it  offers  a  trifling  diiS- 
oulty  of  that  kind? 

'  '  To  leyy  a  power  to  a  place  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Gifford 
to  be  neither  unexampled  nor  corrupt;  but  good  authorised 
English.  *  Scipio,  before  he  levied  his  force  to  the  walls  of  Car- 
thage, gave  his  soldiers  the  print  of  the  city  on  a  cake  to  be  d»> 
▼cured.'— GofsoM*f  School  of  Abuse,  1687,  E.  4. 
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And  boodess  'tis  to  tell  you — we  will  go ; 
Therefore  we  meet  not  now : — Then  let  me  hear 
Of  you,  my  gentle  cousin  Westmoreland,    . 
Wluit  yesternight  our  council  did  decree, 
In  forwarding  this  dear  expedience '^. 

West.  My  liege,  this  haste  was  hot  in  question. 
And  many  limits^  of  the  charge  set  down 
But  yesternight :  when,  ail  athwart,  there  came 
A  post  from  Wales,  loaden  with  heavy  news ; 
Whose  worst  was, — that  the  noble  Mortimer, 
Leading  the  men  of  Herefordshire  to  fight 
Against  the  inegular  and  wild  Glendower, 
Was  by  the  rude  hands  of  that  Welshman  taken, 
And  a  thousand  of  his  people  butchered : 
Upon  whose  dead  corpse  there  was  such  misuse. 
Such  beastly,  shameless  transformation, 
By  those  Welshwomen^  done,  as  may  not  be. 
Without  much  shame,  re-told  or  spoken  of. 

K.Hen.  It  seemsthen,that  the  tidings  of  this  broil 
Brake  off  our  business  for  the  Holy  Land. 

West,  This,  match'd  with  other,  did,  my  gracious 
lord ; 
For  more  uneven  and  unwelcome  news 
Came  from  the  north,  and  thus  it  did  import. 
On  Holy-rood  day''^,  the  gallant  Hotspur  there. 
Young  Harry  Percy®,  and  brave  Archibald^, 
That  ever  valiant  and  approved  Scot, 
At  Holmedon  met, 

*  Expedition. 

*  Umiti  here  seem  to  mean  t^ppowtments  or  determmatwM» 

*  See  Thomas  of  Walsingham,  p.  667,  or  Holingshed,  p.  528. 
^  i.  e.  September  14th. 

*  Thia  Harry  Percy  was  samamed,  for  his  often  pricking, 
Hemy  Hottpurt  as  one  that  seldom  times  rested,  if  there  were 
ame  senrice  to  be  done  abroad. — Holmshed^s  Hist,  of  ScotUmdy 
p.  240. 

*  Arehibaid  Donglas,  Earl  Donglas. 
VOL.  v.  M 
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Where  they  did  spend  a  sad  and  bloody  hour ; 
As  by  discharge  of  their  artillery, 
And  shape  of  likelihood,  the  news  was  told ; 
For  he  that  brought  th^n,  in  the  very  heat 
And  pride  of  their  contention  did  take  horse, 
Uncertain  of  the  issue  any  way. 

K.  Hen.  Here  is  a  dear  and  true-industrious  friend. 
Sir  Walter  Blunt,  new  lighted  from  his  horse, 
Stain'd  ^^  with  the  variation  of  each  soil 
Betwixt  that  Holmedon  and  this  seat  of  ours ; 
And  he  hath  brought  us  smooth  and  welcome  news. 
The  earl  of  Douglas  is  discomfited ; 
Ten  thousand  bold  Scots,  two-and-twenty  knights, 
Balk'd  ^^  in  their  own  blood,  did  Sir  Walter  see 
On  Holmedon^s  plains:  Of  prisoners,  Hotspur  took 
Mordake  earl  of  Fife,  and  eldest  son 
To  beaten  Douglas  ^\  and  the  earls  of  Athol, 
Of  Murray,  Angus,  and  Menteith  ^^. 
And  is  not  this  an  honourable  spoil  ? 
A  gallant  prize  ?  ha,  cousin,  is  it  not? 

'°  No  circumstance  could  have  been  better  chosen  to  mark  the 
expedition  of  Sir  Walter.  It  is  used  by  Falstaff  in  a  similar 
manner, '  to  stand  stained  with  travel,'  &c. 

**  Balked  in  their  own  blood  is  heaped,  or  laid  on  heaps,  in  their 
own  blood.  A  balk  was  a  ridge  or  bank  of  earth  standing  up  be- 
tween two  furrows ;  and  to  btdk  yras  to  throw  up  the  earth  so  as 
to  form  those  heaps  or  banks.  It  was  sometimes  used  in  the 
sense  of  monceau,  Fr.  for  a  heap  or  hill.  Pope  has  a  similar 
thought  in  the  Iliad  — 

'  On  heaps  the  Greeks,  on  heaps  the  Trojans  bUd, 
And  thickening  round  them  rise  the  hills  of  dead.' 

"  Mordake  earl  of  Fife,  who  was  son  to  the  duke  of  Albany, 
regent  of  Scotland,  is  here  called,  the  son  of  Earl  Douglas,  through 
a  mistake,  into  which  the  poet  was  led  by  the  omission  of  a  comma 
in  the  passage  from  whence  he  took  this  account  of  the  Scottish 
prisoners.- 

^^  This  is  a  mistake  of  Holinshed  in  his  English  History,  for  ii 
that  of  Scotland,  pp.  259. 262.  419,  he  speaks  of  the  earl  of  Fife 
and  Menteith  as  one  and  the  same  person. 
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West.  In  faith, 
It  is  a  conquest  for  a  prince  to  boast  of. 

K,  Hen.  Yea,  there  thou  mak'st  me  sad,  and 
mak'st  me  sin 
In  envy  that  my  lord  Northumberland 
Should  be  the  father  of  so  blest  a  son : 
A  son,  viho  is  the  theme  of  honour's  tongue ; 
Amongst  a  grove,  the  very  straightest  plant; 
Who  is  sweet  fortune's  minion,  and  her  pride : 
Whilst  I,  by  looking  on  the  praise  of  him. 
See  riot  and  dishonour  stain  the  brow 
Of  my  young  Harry.     O,  that  it  could  be  prov'd, 
That  some  night-tripping  fairy  had  exchang'd 
In  cradle- clothes  our  children  where  they  lay. 
And  call'd  mine — Percy,  his — Plantagenet ! 
Then  would  I  have  his  Harry,  and  he  mine. 
But  let  him  from  my  thoughts : — What  think  you,coz'. 
Of  this  young  Percy's  pride?  the  prisoners^*, 
Which  he  in  this  adventure  hath  surpris'd, 
To  his  own  use  he  keeps ;  and  sends  me  word, 
I  shall  have  none  but  Mordake  earl  of  Fife. 

West.  That  is  his  uncle's  teaching,  this  is  Wor- 
cester, 
Malevolent  to  you  in  all  aspects  ^^ ; 
Which  makes  him  prune  ^^  himself,  and  bristle  up 
The  crest  of  youth  against  your  dignity. 

**  Percy  had  an  exclusive  right  to  these  prisoners,  except  the 
earl  of  Fife.  Bj  the  law  of  arms,  erery  man  who  had  taken  any 
captiye,  whose  redemption  did  not  exceed  ten  thousand  crowns^ 
had  him  clearly  to  himself  to  acqnit  or  ransom  at  his  pleasure. 
But  Percy  could  not  refuse  the  earl  of  Fife  to  the  king ;  for  be- 
ing a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  (son  to  the  duke  of  Albany, 
brother  to  King  Robert  III.),  Henry  might  justly  claim  him,  by 
his  acknowledged  military  prerogative. 

'^  An  astrological  allusion,  Worcester  is  represented  as  a 
malignant  star  that  influenced  the  conduct  of  Hotspur. 

**  The  metaphor  is  borrowed  from  falconry.  A  hawk  is  said 
to  prune  herself  when  she  picks  off  the  loose  feathers  and  smooths 
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K,  Hen,  But  I  have  sent  for  him  to  answer  tins: 
And,  for  this  cause,  awhile  we  must  neglect 
Our  holy  purpose  to  Jerusalem, 
Cousin,  on  Wednesday  next  our  council  we 
Will  hold  at  Windsor,  so  inform  the  lords : 
But  come  yourself  with  speed  to  us  again ; 
For  more  is  to  be  said,  and  to  be  done. 
Than  out  of  anger  can  be  uttered  ^^. 

West,  I  will,  my  liege.  [Exemt, 

SCENE  II. 

The  same.     Another  Room  in  the  Palace, 
Enter  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Falstaff. 

Fal,  Now,  Hal,  what  time  of  day  is  it,  lad  ? 

P,  Hen,  Thou  art  so  fat-witted,  with  drinking  of 
old  sack,  and  unbuttoning  thee  after  supper,  and 
sleeping  upon  benches  after  noon,  that  thou  hast 
forgotten  to  demand  that  truly  which  thou  would'st 
truly  know.  What  the  devil  hast  thou  to  do  with 
the  time  of  the  day  ?  unless  hours  were  cups  of  sack, 
and  minutes  capons,  and  clocks  the  tongues  of 
bawds,  and  dials  the  signs  of  leaping-houses,  and 
the  blessed  sun  himself  a  fair  hot  wench  in  flame- 
coloured  taffata ;  I  see  no  reason  why  thou  should'st 
be  so  superfluous  to  demand  the  time  of  the  day. 

Fal,  Indeed,  you  come  near  me  now,  Hal :  for 
we,  that  take  purses,  go  by  the  moon  and  seven 

the  rest :  it  is  applied  to  other  birds,  and  is  perhaps  so  familiar  as 
hardly  to  require  a  note.  It  is  thus  found  in  Greene's  Metamor- 
phosis, 1613  :— 

*  Pride  makes  the  fowl  to  prune  his  feathers  so.* 
Milton  uses  to  plume  in  the  same  sense : — 

<  She  plumes  her  feathers,  and  lets  grow  her  wings.' 
'7  That  is,  more  is  to  be  said  than  anger  will  saffer  me  to  saj : 
more  than  can  issue  from  a  mind  disturbed  like  mine. 
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stars;  and  not  by  Phoebus, — ^he,  that  wandering 
knight  sofavr  ^.  And,  I  pray  thee,  sweet  wag,  when 
thou  art  king, — as,  God  save  thy  grace  (majesty,  I 
should  say  ;  for  grace  thou  wilt  have  none), 

P.  Hen.  What,  none? 

Fal.  No,  by  my  troth  ;  not  so  much  as  >nll  serve 
to  be  prologue  to  an  eg%  and  butter. 

P.  Hen,  Well,  how  then  ?  come,  roundly,  roundly. 

F(d,  Marry,  then,  sweet  wag,  when  thou  art  king, 
let  not  us,  that  are  squires  of  the  ni^t's  body,  be 
called  thieves  of  the  day's  beauty^;- let  us  be — 
Diana's  foresters  ^,  gentlemen  of  the  shade,  minions 
of  the  moon :  And  let  men  say,  we  be  men  of  good 
government:  being  governed  as  the  sea  is,  by  our 
noble  and  chaste  mistress  the  moon,  under  whose 
countenance  we — steal. 

P.  Hen,  Thou  say'st  well;  and  it  holds  well  too; 
for  the  fortune  of  us,  that  are  the  moon's  men,  doth 
ebb  and  flow  like  the  sea ;  being  governed  as  the 
sea  is,  by  the  moon.  As,  for  proof,  now :  A  purse 
of  gold  most  resolutely  snatched  on  Monday  night, 

*  Falstaff,  with  great  propriety,  according  to  vulgar  astronomy, 
calls  the  snn  a  wandering  hnightf  and  hy  this  expression  evidenUy 
allades  to  some  knight  of  romance ;  perhaps  *  The  Knight  of  the 
Sao ;'  el  Carallero  del  Feho,  a  popular  hook  in  his  tltaie.  The 
words  may  be  part  of  some  forgotten  ballad. 

^  *  Let  not  us  who  are  body  squires  to  the  night  (i.  e.  adorn  the 
night)  be  called  a  disgrace  to  the  day.'  To  take  away  the  beauty 
of  the  day  may  probably  mean  to  disgrace  it.  A  '  squire  of  the 
hody*  originally  signified  the  attendant  of  a  knight.  It  became 
afterwards  the  cant  term  for  a  pimp.  Falstaff  puns  on  the  words 
htight  and  beauty,  quasi  booty. 

'        '  Exile  and  slander  are  justly  me  awarded, 

My  wife  and  heire  lacke  lands  and  lawful  right ; 
And  me  their  lord  made  dame  Diana* s  knight.* 
This  is  the  lament  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  The 
Mirror  for  Magistrates.     Hall,  in  his  Chronicles,  says  that  cer- 
tain persons  who  appeared  as  foresters  in  a  pageant  exhibited  in 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  were  called  Diana* s  knights. 

M  2 


,y  Google 


126  FIRST  PART  OF  ACT^  I. 

and  most  dissolutely  spent  on  Tuesday  morning; 
got  with  swearing — ^lay  by*;  and  spent  ¥rith  crying 
— bring  in^:  now,  in  as  low  an  ebb  as  the  foot  of 
the  ladder;  and,  by  and  by,  in  as  high  a  flow  as  the 
ridge  of  the  gallows. 

Fal,  By  the  Lord,  thou  say'st  true,  lad.  And  is 
not  my  hostess  of  the  tavern  a  most  sweet  wench  ? 

P.  Hen,  As  the  honey  of  Hybla,  piy  old  lad  of 
the  castle^.  And  is  not  a  buff  jerkin,  a  most  sweet 
robe  of  durance^  ? 

*  To  lay  hy  is  to  he  stilL  It  oconrft  again  in  King  Henry 
VIII.:— 

'  Eren  the  billows  of  the  sea 
Hong  their  heads,  and  then  lay  by.* 
Steevens  says  that  it  is  a  term  adopted  from  navigation. 

^  i.  e. '  bring  in  more  wine.' 

^  Old  lad  of  the  castle.  This  passage  has  been  supposed  to 
have  a  reference  to  the  name  of  Sir  John  Oldctuile,  Rowe  says 
that  there  was  a  tradition  that  the  part  of  Falstaff  was  originally 
written  by  Shakspeare  under  that  name.  Fuller,  in  his  Church 
History,  book  iv.  p.  168,  mentions  this  change  in  the  following 
manner: — *  Stage  poets  have  themselves  been  very  bold  with, 
and  others  very  merry  at,  the  memory  of  Sir  John  Oldcastle, 
whom  they  have  fancied  a  boon  companion,  a  jovial  royster,  and 
a  coward  to  boot.  The  best  is,  Sir  John  Falstaff  hath  relieved 
the  memory  of  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  and  of  late  is  substituted 
buffoon  in  his  place.'  In  confirmation  of  this,  it  may  be  remariced 

7  The  huf,  or  leather  jerkin,  was  the  common  habit  of  a  Ser- 
jeant, or  sheriff's  officer,  and  is  called  a  robe  of  dttrance  on  that 
account,  as  well  as  for  its  durability :  an  equivoke  is  intended. 
In  the  Comedy  of  Errors,  Act  iv.  Sc.  2,  it  is  called  an  everlastvH^ 
garment.  Durance  might  also  have  signified  some  lasting  kind 
of  stuff,  such  as  is  at  present  called  everlasting.  Thus,  in  West- 
ward Hoe,  1607,  *  Where  did'st  thou  buy  this  buff?  Let  me  live 
but  I  will  give  thee  a  good  suit  of  durance.  Wilt  thou  take  my 
bond,  &c.'  Again,  in  The  Devil's  Charter,  1607,  *  Varlet  of  vel- 
vetf  my  moccado  villain,  old  heart  of  dwrancBf  my  strip'd  coKvaa 
shoulders,  and  my  perpetuana  pander.'  And  in  The  Three  Ladies 
of  London,  1584,  *  As  the  taylor  that  out  of  seven  yards  stole 
one  and  a  half  of  durance.*  Sir  T.  Comwalleys,  in  his  Essays, 
says,  *  I  refuse  to  weare  huffe  for  the  lasting  \  and  shall  I  be  con^ 
tent  to  apparell  my  braine  in  durance* 
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Fal.  How  now,  how  now,  mad  wag  ?  what,  in 
thy  quips,  and  thy  quiddities  ?  what  a  plague  have 
I  to  do  with  a  buff  jerkin? 

P.  Hen,  Why,  what  a  pox  have  I  to  do  with  my 
hostess  of  the  taTem  ? 

Fal.  Well,  thou  hast  called  her  to  a  reckoning, 
many  a  time  and  oft. 

P.  Hen,  Did  I  ever  call  for  the^  to  pay  thy  part? 

Fal,  No ;  I'll  give  thee  thy  due,  thou  hast  paid 
all  there. 

P.  Hen.  Yea,  and  elsewhere,  so  far  as  my  coin 

that  one  of  FalstafTg  speeches  in  the  first  edition  has  Old.  instead 
o( Foist,  prefixed  to  it:  and  in  the  epilogue  to  the  Second  Part 
of  King  Henry  IV.  the  poet  makes  a  kind  of  retractation  for 
haring  made  too  free  with  Sir  John  Oldcastle's  name — '  Where, 
for  any  thing  I  know,  Falstaf  shall  die  of  a  sweat,  unless  he  be 
killed  with  your  hard  opinions ;  for  Oldcastle  died  a  martyr,  and 
ikis  is  not  the  num.*  Add  to  this,  that  Nathaniel  Field,  in  his 
Amends  for  Ladies,  1618,  allades>to  Falstaff* sde^niiion  of  honour 
b  the  following  words,  which  he  attributes  to  OldcastU: — 

* •  Did  you  never  see 

The  play  where  the  fat  knight,  bight  Oldcastle, 
Did  tell  you  trnlj  what  this  honour  was/ 
Field,  who  was  a  player,  was  hardly  likely  to  bare  been  mistaken, 
or  to  have  confouikided  characters.  It  is  true  that  in  t^e  old  play 
pf  King  Henry  V.  which  had  been  exhibited  before  1589,  Sir 
John  Oldcastle  is  a  character,  and  fills  the  place  of  Falsti^  as 
companion  to  the  prince  in  his  revels  and  his  robberies.  -  But  as 
Shakspeare  took  the  hint  from  the  old  play,  why  might  he  not  take 
the  name  also  ?  and  change  it  when  he  found  that  he  was  injuring 
a  worthy  person ;  or  at  the  instance  of  the  queen  (as  it  has  been 
said)  out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Cobham.  Weaver 
describes  Obkaetle,  as  Shakspeare  does  Falstaff,  to  have  been 
the  page  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk :  and  Oldcastle  is 
alluded  to  as  the  /oi  fau^A^.in  other  old  books.  Against  the 
weight  of  all  this  evidence  Steevens  andMalone  have  contended ; 
but,  as  Reed  justly  observes,  *  they  have  opposed  conjecture  and 
inference  alone — conjecture  very  ingeniously  suggested,  and  in- 
ference very  subtilly  extracted ;  but  weighing  nothing  against 
what  is  equivalent  to  positive  evidence.'  The  reader  will  find 
M>e  whole  voluminous  controversy  at  the  end  of  the  First  Part  of 
King  Henry  IV.  in  Boswell's  edition. 
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would  stretdi ;  and  where  it  would  not>  I  haye  used 
my  credit. 

FaL  Yea,  and  so  used  it,  that  were  it  not  here 
apparent  that  thou  art  heir  apparent, — But,  I  pr'y- 
thee,  sweet  wag,  shall  there  be  gallows  standing  » 
JSngland  when  thou  art  king?  and  resolution  thus 
fobbed  as  it  is,  with  the  rusty  curb  of  old  fkther  an- 
tick  the  law?  Do  not  thou,  when  Ihou  art  king, 
hang  a  thief. 

P.  Hen.  No ;  thou  shalt 

Fal  ShaU  I?  O  rare!  By  the  Lord,  TU  be  a 
brave  judge. 

P.  Hen.  Thou  judgest  false  already ;  I  mean, 
thou  shalt  have  the  hanging  of  the  thieves,  and  so 
become  a  rare  hangman. 

FaL  Well,  Hal,  well ;  and  in  some  sort  it  jumpis 
with  my  humour,  as  well  as  waiting  in  the  courts  I 
can  tell  you. 

P.  Hen.  For  obtaining  of  suits  ? 

FaL  Yea,  for  obtaining  of  suits :  whereof  the 
hangman  hath  no  lean  wardrobe.  ^Sblood,  I  am  as 
melancholy  as  a  gib  ^  cat,  or  a  lugged  bear. 

P.  Hen.  Or  an  old  lion ;  or  a  lover's  lute. 

FaL  Yea,  or  the  drone  of  a  Lincolnshire  bag- 
pipe 9. 

^  Xgib  cat  is  a  maU  cat,  from  Gilbert,  the  northeni  muii«  fbr 
a  he  oat.  Tom  cat  is  now  the  asnal  term.  Chancer  has  '  giiklm 
onr  oat'  in  the  Romannt  of  the  Rose,  as  a  translation  of '  Tkibert 
le  chas.'  From  Thibert,  Tib  was  also  a  common  name  for  a  cat. 
Ray  has  this  proverbial  phrase,  *  as  melancholy  as  a  gib'd  cat.'  In 
Sherwood's  English  and  French  Dictionary  we  have  '  a  gilAe  (or 
old  male  cat)  Macon*  It  was  certainly  a  name  not  bestowed 
upon  a  cat  early  in  life,  as  we  may  be  assured  by  the  melancbol  j 
character  ascribed  to  it  It  did  not  mean,  as  some  hare  iuagmed, 
a  castrated  cat. 

'  '  Lincolnshire  bagpipes'  is  a  proTerbial  saying,  the  allasion 
is  as  yet  unexplained.  Perhaps  it  was  a  favourite  instrument  in 
that  county,  as  well  as  in  the  north. 
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P.  He».  What  sayest  thou  to  a  hare^^,  or  the 
melancholy  of  Moor-ditch"? 

Fal.  Thou  hast  the  most  unsavoury  similes :  and 
art,  indeed,  the  most  comparative^^,  rascaliiest, — ^ 
sweet  young  prince, — But,  Hal,  I  pr'ythee,  trouble 
me  no  more  with  vanity.  I  would  to  God,  thou  and 
I  knew  where  a  commodity  of  good  names  were  to 
be  bought :  An  old  lord  of  the  council  rated  me  the 
other  day  in  the  street  about  you,  sir;  but  I  marked 
hun  not :  and  yet  he  talk'd  very  wisely ;  but  I  re- 
garded him  not :  and  yet  he  talk'd  wisely,  and  in 
the  street  too. 

P.  Hen,  Thou  did'st  well;  for  wisdom  cries  out 
in  the  streets,  and  no  man  regards  it^^. 

Fal.  O  thou  hast  damnable  iteration  ^^ ;  and  art, 

'*  Tbe  kare  was  esteemed  a  melancholy  animal,  from  her  soli' 
tary  sitting  in  her  form ;  and,  according  to  the  physio  of  the 
times,  the  flesh  of  it  was  supposed  to  generate  melancholy.  So 
b  Vittoria  Corombona,  1612 : — 

* like  your  mBlancholy  kare. 

Feed  after  midnight.' 
And  in  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  Song  il : — 

'  The  melancholy  hare  is  form'd  in  brakes  and  briars.' 
Pierins,  in  his  Hieroglyphics,  lib.  xii.  says  that  the  Egyptians  ex- 
pressed melancholy  by  a  hare  sitting  in  her  form. 

"  Moor-ditch,  a  part  of  the  ditch  surrounding  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, between  Bishopsgate  and  Cripplegate,  opened  to  an  nn- 
wh^esome,  impassable  morass,  and  was  consequently  not  fre- 
quented by  the  citizens,  like  other  snburbial  fields,  and  therefore 
had  an  air  of  melancholy.  Thus  in  Taylor's  Pennylesse  Pilgrim- 
age, 1618  : — '  my  body  being  tired  with  travel,  and  my  mind 
attired  with  moody  muddy,  Moore-ditch  melancholy,* 

^*  Comparative,  this  epithet,  which  is  used  here  for  one  who  is 
fond  of  making  comparisons,  occurs  again  in  Act  iii.  So.  2,  of  this 
play  :— 

* stand  the  pash 

Of  erery  beardless  vain  comparative,* 
In  Love's  Labour's  Lost,  Rosalind  tells  Biron  that  he  is  a  man 
'  fall  of  comparisons  and  wounding  flouts.* 

•*  This  is  a  scriptural  expression.  See  Proverbs,  i.  20  and  24. 
**  i.  e.  thou  hast  a  wicied  trick  of  repetition,  and  (by  thy  mis- 
application of  holy  texts )  art  indeed  able  to  corrupt  a  saint. 
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indeed,  able  to  compt  a  saint.  Thou  hast  done 
much  harm  upon  me,  Hal, — God  forgive  thee  for 
it!  Before  I  Imew  thee,  Hal,  I  knew  nothing;  and 
now  am  I,  if  a  man  should  speak  truly,  little  better 
than  one  of  the  wicked.  I  must  give  over  this  tife, 
and  I  will  give  it  over ;  by  the  Lord,  an  I  do  not, 
I  am  a  villain ;  I'll  be  damned  for  never  a  king's 
son  in  Christendom. 

P.  Hm.  Where  shall  we  take  a  purse  to-morrow, 
Jack? 

FaL  Where  thou  wilt,  lad,  I'll  make  <me  ;  an  I 
do  not,  call  me  villain,  and  baffle  ^^  me. 

P,  Hen.  I  see  a  good  amendment  of  life  in  thee : 
from  praying,  to  purse-taking. 

Enter  PoiNS,  at  a  distance.  • 

FaL  Why,  Hal,  'tis  my  vocation,  Hal ;  'tis  no 
sin  for  a  man  to  labour  in  his  vocation.  Poins ! — 
Now  shall  we  know  if  Gadshill  have  set  a  match  ^^. 
O,  if  men  were  to  be  saved  by.  merit,  what  hole  in 
hell  were  hot  enough  for  him?  This  is  the  most 
omnipotent  villain,  that  ever  cried,  Stand,  to  a  true^ 
man. 

P.  Hen.  Good  morrow,  Ned. 

Poins.  Good  morrow,  sweet  Hal. — What  says 

*^  To  bajfie  is  to  itse  contemptnoasly,  or  treat  with  ignominy ; 
to  nnknight.  It  was  originally  a  ponisbment  of  infamy  inflicted 
on  recreant  knights,  one  part  of  which  was  hanging  them  up  fty 
the  heels.  Hall,  in  his  Chronicle,  p.  40,  mentions  it  as  still  prac- 
tised in  Scotland.  Something  of  the  same  kind  is  implied  in  a 
sabseqnent  scene,  where  Falstaff  says  :  *  hang  mevpby  the  heeh 
for  a  rabbit  sucker,  or  a  poulterer's  hare.*  See  King  Richard  II. 
Act  i.  Sc.  i.  p.  8. 

'^  To  set  a  match  is  to  make  an  appointment.  So  in  Ben  Jon- 
son's  Bartholomew  Fair, '  Peace,  sir,  they'll  be  angry  if  they  hear 
yon  eaTes  dropping,  now  they  are  setting  their  match.  The  folio 
reads  set  a  toatch ;  match  is  the  reading  of  the  qnarto. 

"  Honest. 
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monBieur  Kemorse  ?  What  says  Sir  John  Sack-and- 
Sugar  ^^  ?  Jack,  how  agrees  the  devil  and  thee  about 
thy  soul,  that  thou  soldest  him  on  Good-friday  last, 
for  a  cup  of  Madeira,  and  a  cold  capon^s  leg  ? 

P.  Hen.  Sir  John  stands  to  his  word,  the  devil 
shall  have  his  bargain ;  for  he  was  never  yet  a  breaker 
of  prov^bs,  he  will  give  the  devil  his  due. 

Pains.  Then  art  thou  damned  for  keeping  thy 
word  with  the  devil. 

P.  Hen.  Else  he  had  been  damned  for  cozening 
the  devil. 

Poins.  But,  my  lads,  my  lads,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, by  four  o'clock,  early  at  Gadshill :   There  are 

'^  After  all  the  discussion  ^bout  FalstafiTs  favourite  beverage, 
here  mentioned  for  the  first  time,  it  appears  to  have  been  the 
Spanish  wine  which  we  now  caW  jtherry.  Falstaff  expressly  calls 
it  sherrissack,  that  is  sack  from  Xeres.  *  Sherry  saclc,  so  called 
from  Xeres,  a  sea  town  of  Cordnba,  in  Spain,  where  that  kind  of 
tack  is  made.' — Bloun^s  Glossographia.  It  derives  its  name  of 
tack  probably  from  being  a  dry  wine,  vin  sec.  And  it  was  an- 
ciently written  seci.  *  Your  best  sacke,'  says  Gervase  Markham, 
*  are  of  Seres  in  Spaine.'— JBn^f.  Housewife.  The  difficulty  about 
it  has  arisen  from  the  later  importation  of  sweet  wines  from 
Malaga,  the  Canaries,  &c.  which  were  at  first  called  Malaga,  or 
Canary  sacks ;  i^ack  being  by  that  time  considered  as  a  name 
applicable  to  all  white  wines.  '  I  read  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  that  no  sweet  wines  were  brought  in  to  this  reign  but  Malm- 
syes,'  says  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  p.  103.  And  soon  after, 
'  Moreover  do  sacks  were  sold  but  Rumney,  and  that  for  medicine 
more  than  for  drink,  but  now  numy  kinds  of  sacks  are  known  and 
used.  One  of  the  sweet  wines  still  retaining  the  name  of  sack 
has  thrown  an  obscurity  over  the  original  dry  sack ;  but  if  fur- 
ther proof  were  wanting,  the  following  passage  afibrds  it  abun- 
dantly :  '  Bat  what  I  have  spoken  of  mixing  si^ar  with  sack, 
must  be  understood  of  Sherrie  sack,  for  to  mix  sugar  with  other 
wines,  that  in  a  common  appellation  are  called  sack,  and  are 
SM3uter  in  taste,  makes  it  unpleasant  to  the  pallat,  and  fulsome  to 
the  taste.' — Venner^s  Via  Recta  ad  Vitam  hngatn,  1637.  He 
afterwards  carefully  distinguishes  Canarie  wine  of  some  termed 
a  sacke,  with  this  adjunct  sweete ;  from  the  genuine  sack.  The 
reader  will  find  a  satisfactory  article  upon  sack  in  the  Glossarj^ 
of  Archdeacon  Nares,  to  which  I  am  much  indebted  on  this  as 
on  other  occasions. 
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pilgrims  going  to  Canterbury  with  rich  offerings, 
and  traders  riding  to  London  with  fat  purses :  I 
have  visors  ^^  for  you  all,  you  have  horses  for  your- 
selves ;  Gadshill  lies  to-night  in  Rochester ;  I  have 
bespoke  supper  to-morrow  night  in  Eastcheap ;  we 
may  do  it  as  secure  as  sleep  :  If  you  will  go,  I  will 
stuff  your  purses  full  of  crowns ;  If  you  will  not, 
tarry  at  home,  and  be  hanged. 

FaL  Hear  me,  Yedward ;  if  I  tarry  at  home,  and 
go  not,  I'll  hang  you  for  going. 

Poins.  You  wQl,  chops  ? 

FaL  Hal,  wilt  thou  make  one ! 

P.  Hen.  Who,  I  rob  ?  la  thief?  not  I,  by  my 
faith. 

FaL  There's  neither  honesty,  manhood,  nor  good 
fellowship  in  thee,  nor  thou  camest  not  of  the  blood 
royal,  if  thou  darest  not  stand  for  ten  shillings  ^^. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  then  once  in  my  days  I'll  be  a 
mad-cap. 

FaL  Why,  that's  well  said. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  come  what  will,  I'll  tarry  at  home. 

FaL  By  the  Lord,  I'll  be  a  traitor  then,  when 
thou  art  king. 

P.  Hen.  I  care  not. 

Poins.  Sir  John,  I  pr'ythee,  leave  the  prince  and 
me  alone;  I  will  lay  him  down  such  reasons  for  this 
adventure,  that  he  shall  go. 

FaL  Well,  may'st  thou  have  the  spirit  of  persua- 
sion, and  he  the  ears  of  profiting,  that  what  thou 
speakest  may  move,  and  what  he  hears  may  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  true  prince  may  (for  recreation  sake) 
prove  a  false  thief;  for  the  poor  abuses  of  the  time 
want  countenance.  Farewell :  you  shall  find  me  in 
Eastcheap. 

>»  Masks. 

^  Falstaff  is  quibbling  on  the  word  royal.  The  real  or  royai 
was  of  the  value  of  ten  shillings. 
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P.  Hen.  Farewell,  thou  latter  spring !  Farewell 
AU-hallown  summer  *^ !  [Exit  Falstafp. 

PoMM.  Now,  my  good  sweet  honey  lord,  ride 
with  us  to-morrow ;  I  have  a  jest  to  execute,  that  I 
cannot  manage  alone.  Falstaff,  Bardolph,  Peto, 
and  Gadshill^,  shall  rob  those  men  that  we  have 
already  way-laid ;  yourself,  and  I,  will  not  be  there : 
and  when  Uiey  have  the  booty,  if  you  and  I  do  not 
rob  them,  cut  this  head  from  my  shoulders. 

P.  Hen.  But  how  shall  we  part  with  them  in 
setting  forth? 

Poins,  Why,  we  will  set  forth  before  or  after 
them,  and  appoint  them  a  place  of  meeting,  wherein 
it  is  at  our  pleasure  to  fail ;  and  then  will  they  adven- 
ture upon  the  exploit  themselves ;  which  they  shall 
have  no  sooner  achieved,  but  we'll  set  upon  them. 

P.  Hen.  Ay,  but,  'tis  like,  that  they  will  know 
us,  by  our  horses,  by  our  habits,  and  by  every  other 
appointment,  to  be  ourselves. 

Poins.  Tut!  our  horses  they  shall  not  see,  I'll 
tie  them  in  the  wood;  our  visors  we  will  change, 
after  we  leave  them ;  and,  sirrah,  I  have  cases  of 
bnckram  for  the  nonce  ^^,  to  immask  our  noted  out- 
ward garments. 

^  i.  e.  late  summer.  All  haUown  tide  meaning  All-saints, 
which  festival  is  the  first  of  November.  The  French  have  a 
proverbial  phrase  of  the  same  import  for  a  late  summer.  *  Est6 
di  8t.  Marim,*  Martlemas  summer. 

^  The  old  copy  reads  Falstaff,  Harvey y  RossU,  and  Gadshill. 
Theobald  thinks  .that  Harvey  and  Rossil  might  be  the  names  of 
the  actors  who  played  the  parts  of  Bardolph  and  Peto. 

^  For  the  nonce  signified  for  the  purpose,  for  the  occasion,  for  the 
Mce.  Jonius  and  Tooke,  in  their  Etymology  of  ^non,  led  the  way ; 
and  Mr.  Gifford  has  since  clearly  e&plained  its  meaning.  The 
editor  of  the  new  edition  of  Warton's  History  of  English  Poetry 
(toI.  ii.  p.  496),  has  shown  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  slight 
▼triation  of  the  A.  S.  *  for  then  anes' — '  for  then  anis* — *  for  then 
ones,  or  once.'  Similar  inattention  to  this  form  of  the  prepositive 
article  has  produced  the  phrases  *  at  the  nale,*  '  at  the  nend ;' 
which  have  been  transformed  from  '  at  than  ale,' '  at  than  end.' 

VOL.  V.  N 
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P,  Hen,  But,  I  doubt,  they  will  be  too  hard  for  us. 
.  Pains.  Well,  for  two  of  them,  I  know  them  to  be 
tts  true-bred  cowards  as  e^er  turned  back ;  and  for 
the  third,  if  he  fight  longer  than  he  sees  reason,  I'll 
forswear  arms.  The  virtue  of  this  jest  wiU  be,  the 
incomprehensible  lies  that  this  same  fat  rogue  will 
tell  us,  when  we  meet  at  supper:  how  thirty,  at 
least,  he  fought  with;  what  wards,  what  blows, 
what  extremities  he  endured;  and,  in  the  reproof^ 
of  this,  lies  the  jest. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  111  go  with  thee :  provide  us  all 
things  necessary,  and  meet  me  to-morrow  night  ^  in 
Eastchef^p,  there  I'll  sup.     Farewell. 

Poim.  Farewell,  my  lord.  [Exit  PoiNS. 

P.  Hen,  I  know  you  all,  and  will  a  while  uphold 
The  unyok'd  humour  of  your  idleness  : 
Yet  herein  will  I  imitate  the  sun ; 
Who  doth  permit  the  base  contagious  clouds  ^ 
To  smother  up  his  beauty  from  the  world. 
That,  when  he  please  again  to  be  himself. 
Being  wanted,  he  may  be  more  wondered  at, 
By  breaking  through  the  foul  and  ugly  mists 
Of  vapours,  that  did  seem  to  strangle^  him. 
If  all  the  year  were  playing  holidays, 

*♦  Reproof  is  confutaium.  To  refnt^,  to  refell,  to  disallow, 
were  ancient  synonymes  of  to  reprove.  Thus  in  Cooper's  Dic- 
tionary, 1584,  '  Testes  refutare*  is  rendered  to  '  reproove  wit- 
nesses.' 

^  We  shonld  read  to-night,  for  the  robbery  was  to  be  com- 
mitted, according  to  Poins,  *  to-morrow  morning  by  fonr  o'clock.* 
Shakspeare  had  forgotten  what  he  had  written  at  the  beginning 
of  this  scene.' 
^      '  Full  many  a  glorions  morning  have  I  seen 
Flatter  the  mountain  tops  with  sovereign  eye, — 
Anon  permit  the  basest  clouds  to  ride 
With  uglff  rack  on  his  celestial  face.' 

Shakspeare* s  83<l  Sonnet. 
^  Thus  in  Macbeth  :— 

*  And  yet  dark  night  strangles  the  travelling  lamp.* 
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To  sport  would  be  as  tedious  as  to  work ; 

But,  when  they  seldom  come,  they  wish'd-for  come> 

And  nothing  pleaseth  but  rare  accidents. 

So,  when  this  loose  behavioar  I  throw  off. 

And  pay  the'debt  I  never  promised, 

By  how  much  better  than  my  word  I  am. 

By  so  much  shall  I  falsify  men's  hopes  ^; 

And,  like  bright  metal  on  a  sullen^  ground. 

My  reformation,  glittering  o'er  my  fault, 

Shall  show  more  goodly,  and  attract  more  eyes. 

Than  that  which  hath  no  foil  to  set  it  off. 

Ill  so  offend,  to  make  offence  a  skill ; 

Redeeming  time,  when  men  think  least  I  will.  [Exit. 

SCENE  III. 

The  same.     Another  Boom  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  Ring  Henry,  Northumberland,  Wor- 
cester, Hotspur,  Sir  Walter  Blunt,  and 
Others. 

K.  Hen.  My  blood  hath  been  too  cold  and  tem- 
perate. 
Unapt  to  stir  at  these  indignities. 
And  you  have  found  me ;  for,  accordingly. 
You  tread  upon  my  patience :  but,  be  sure, 
I  will  from  henceforth  rather  be  myself. 
Mighty,  and  to  be  fear'd,  than  my  condition  ^, 

*  Hcpes  is  used  simply  for  expectaJtions,  no  oncommon  ate  of 
the  word  even  at  the  present  day. 
9  So  in  King  Richard  II. : — 

'  The  sullen  passage  of  thy  weary  steps 
Esteem  a/o»/,  wherein  thoa  art  to  set 
The  precioQS  jewel  of  thy  home  return.* 
'  CondUitm  is  used  for  tuUurt,  disposition^  as  well  as  estate  or 
fortone.    It  is  so  interpreted  by  Philips,  in  his  World  of  Words^ 
And  we  find  it  most  frequently  nsed  in  this  sense  by  Shakspeare 
and  his  contemporaries. 
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Which  hath  been  smooth  as  oil,  soft  as  young  down, 

And  therefore  lost  that  title  of  respect, 

Which  the  proud  soul  ne'er  pays,  but  to  the  proud. 

Wot,  Our  house,  my  sovereign  liege,  little  deserves 
The  scourge  of  greatness  to  be  used  on  it ; 
And  that  same  greatness  too  which  our  own  hands 
Have  holp  to  make  so  portly. 

North.  My  lord, 

K.  Hen,  Worcester,  get  thee  gone,  for  I  do  see 
Danger  and  disobedience  in  thine  eye : 
O,  sir,  your  presence  is  too  bold  and  peremptory. 
And  majesty  might  never  yet  endure 
The  moody  frontier^  of  a  seryant  brow. 
You  have  good  leave  to  leave  us ;  when  we  need 
Your  use  and  counsel,  we  shall  send  for  you. — 

[Exit  Worcester. 
You  were  about  to  speak.  [To  North. 

North.  Yea,  my  good  lord. 

Those  prisoners  in  your  highness'  name  demanded, 
Which  Harry  Percy  here  at  Holmedon  took. 
Were,  as  he  says,  not  with  such  strength  denied 
As  is  deliver'd  to  your  majesty  : 
Either  envy,  therefore,  or  misprision 
Is  guilty  of  this  fault,  and  not  my  son. 

Hot,  My  liege,  I  did  deny  no  prisoners. 
But,  I  remember,  when  the  fight  was  done. 
When  I  was  dry  with  rage,  and  extreme  toil, 

^  Frontier  is  said  ancientlj  to  have  mevait  fareheadf  to  proTe 
which  the  following  quotation  has  been  adduced  from  Stubbe*9 
Anatomy  of  Abuses :  *  Then  on  the  edges  of  their  bolstered  hair, 
which  standeth  ousted  round  their  frontiers,  and  hangeth  orer 
their  brow.'  Mr.  Nares  has  justly  observed,  that  'this  does 
not  seem  to  explain  the  above  passage,  "  The  mooAj  forehead  of 
a  servant  brow"  is  not  sense.  Surely  it  may  be  better  inter- 
preted *  the  moody  or  threatening  outwork  ;*  in  which  sense  fnm- 
tier  is  used  in  Act  ii.  Sc.  3 : — 

*  Of  palisadoes, /roMlier^,  parapets.* 
See  note  on  that  passage,  p.  160. 
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Breathless  and  faint,  leaning  upon  my  sword, 

Came  there  a  certain  lord,  neat,  trimly  dress'd, 

Fresh  as  a  bridegroom ;  and  his  chin,  new  reap'd, 

Show'd  like  a  stubble-land  at  harvest  home^ ; 

He  was  perfumed  like  a  milliner : 

And  'twixt  his  finger  and  his  thumb  he  held 

A  pouncet-box  *,  which  ever  and  anon 

He  gave  his  nose,  and  took't  away  again; — * 

Who,  therewith  angry,  when  it  next  came  there. 

Took  it  in  snufF^  : — and  stfll  he  smil'd,  and  talk'd; 

And,  as  the  soldiers  bore  dead  bodies  by. 

He  call'd  them — untaught  knaves,  unmannerly. 

To  bring  a  slovenly  unhandsome  corse 

Betwixt  the  wind  and  his  nobility. 

With  many  holiday  and  lady  terms 

He  question'd  me ;  among  tiie  rest  demanded 

My  prisoners,  in  your  majesty's  behalf. 

I  dien,  all  smarting,  with  my  wounds  being  cold. 

To  be  so  pestered  vnth  a  popinjay^, 

Out  of  my  griefs  and  my  impatience, 

Answer'd  neglectingly,  I  know  not  what; 

He  should,  or  he  should  not ; — for  he  made  me  mad. 

To  see  him  shine  so  brisk,  and  smell  so  sweet. 

And  talk  so  like  a  waiting-gentlewoman, 

'  To  completely  understand  this  simile  the  reader  should  bear 
in  mind  that  the  courtiers'  beard,  according  to  the  fashion  in  the 
poet's  time,  would  not  be  closely  shayed,  but  shorn  or  trimmed, 
and  would  therefore  show  like  a  stubble  land  new  reap'd. 

*  A  box  perforated  with  small  holes,  for  carrying  perfumes ; 
qnasi  potmcedrbox, 

'  Took  it  in  snuff  means  no  more  than  snuffed  it  iip,  but  there 
is  a  quibble  on  the  phrase,  which  was  equivalent  to  ttJcing  huff  at 
it,  in  ftamiliar  modern  speech ;  to  be  angry,  to  take  offence ;  '  To 
take  m  snuffe,  Pigliar  ombra,  Pigliar  in  mala  parte.' — Torriano. 

•  A  popinjay  or  popingay  is  a  parrot.  Papegay,  Fr.  Papa- 
gallo,  IfaL  The  Spaniards  hare  a  proTcrbial  phrase, '  Hablar 
coma  ptqtagoffOf*  to  designate  a  chattering  ignorant  person. 

^  i.  e.  pain,  dolor  ventris  is  rendered  belly-grief  in  the  old  dic- 
tionaries. 

N  2 
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Of  guns,and  drums,  and  wounds  (God  save  the  mark !) 

And  telling  me,  the  sovereign'st  thing  on  earth 

Was  parmaceti,  for  an  inward  bruise®; 

And  that  it  was  great  pity,  so  it  was. 

That  villanous  salt-petre  should  be  digg'd 

Out  of  the  bowels  of  the  harmless  earth. 

Which  many  a  good  tall  fellow  had  destroy'd 

So. cowardly ;  and,  but  for  these  vile  guns. 

He  would  himself  have  been  a  soldier. 

This  bald  unjointed  chat  of  his,  my  lord, 

I  answer'd  indirectly,  as  I  said ; 

And*  I  beseech  you,  let  not  his  report 

Come  current  for  an  accusation, 

Betwixt  my  love  and  your  high  majesty. 

Blunt.  The  circumstance  consider'd,  good  my  lord, 
Whatever  Harry  Percy  then  had  said. 
To  such  a  person,  and  in  such  a  place, 
At  such  a  time,  with  all  the  rest  re-told. 
May  reasonably  die,  and  never  rise 
To  do  him  wrong,  or  any  way  impeach 
What  then  he  said,  so  he  unsay  it  npw. 

K.  Hen.  Why,  yet  he  doth  deny  his  prisoners ; 
But  with  proviso,  and  exception, — 
That  we,  at  our  own  charge,  shall  ransome  straight 
His  brother-in-law,  the  foolish  Mortimer  ^ ; 

^  So  in  Sir  T.  Overbarie's  Characters,  1616  [An  Ordinarie 
Fencer]^  '  his  wounds  are  seldom  skin-deepe ;  for  an  inward- 
bruise  lambstones  and  sweetebreads  are  his  only  spermaceiL 

'  Shakspeare  has  fallen  into  some  contradictions  with  regard 
to  this  Lord  Mortimer.  Before  he  makes  his  persona]  appear- 
ance in  the  p1aj»  he  is  repeatedly  spoken  of  as  Hotspur's  irother- 
in4av}.  In  Act  II.  Lady  Percy  expressly  calls  him  her  brother 
Mortimer.  And  yet  when  he  enters  in  the  third  Act,  he  calls 
Lady  Percy  his  aunt,  which  in  fact  she  was,  and  not  his  sister. 
This  inconsistency  may  be  accounted  for  as  follows ;  it  appears 
from  Dugdale  and  Sandford's  account  of  the  Mortimer  family, 
that  there  were  two  of  them  taken  prisoners  at  different  times 
by  Glendower,  each  of  them  bearing  the  name  of  Edmund;  one 
being  Edmund  earl  of  March,  nephew  to  Lady  Percjf,  anid  tbe 
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Who,  on  my  soul,  hath  wilfully  betray'd 
The  lives  of  those  that  he  did  lead  to  fight 
Against  the  great  magician,  damn'd  Glendower ; 
Whose  daughter,  as  we  hear,  the  earl  of  March 
Hath  lately  married.     Shall  our  coffers  then 
Be  emptied,  to  redeem  a  traitor  home? 
Shall  we  buy  treason?  and  indent ^^  with  fears. 
When  they  have  lost  and  forfeited  themselves  ? 
No,  on  the  barren  mountains  let  him  starve; 
For  I  shall  never  hold  that  man  my  friend, 
Whose  tongue  shall  ask  me  for  one  penny  cost 
To  ransom  home  revolted  Mortimer. 

Hot.  Revolted  Mortimer ! 
He  never  did  fall  off,  my  sovereign  liege. 
But  by  the  chance  of  war; — ^To  prove  that  true. 
Needs  no  more  but  one  tongue  for  all  those  wounds^ 
Those  mouUied  wounds,  which  valiantly  he  took. 
When  on  the  gentle  Severn's*  sedgy  bank, 
In  single  opposition,  hand  to  hand. 
He  did  confound  ^^  the  best  part  of  an  hour 
In  changing  hardiment  with  great  Glendower : 
Three  times  they  breathM,  and  three  times  did  they 

drink, 
Upon  agreement,  of  swift  Severn's  flood ; 
Who  then,  affrighted  with  their  bloody  looks, 
Ran  fearfully  among  the  trembling  reeds, 

proper  Mortimer  of  this  play ;  the  other  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer, 
uncle  to  the  former,  and  brother  to  Lady  Percy.  The  poet  has 
confounded  the  two  persons. 

*®  To  indent  with  fears  is  to  enter  into  compact  tuith  cowards. 
*  To  make  a  coYenant  or  to  indent  with  obe.  Paciscor.'  Baret. 
So  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  the  soothsayer  says  to  Antony  : — 

'  Near  Caesar's  angel  thy  own  becomes  af^ar.* 
The  king  affects  to  speak  of  Mortimer  (thoagh  in  the  plaral  num- 
ber) as  the /ear  or  timid  object  which  had  lost  or  forfeited  itself, 

"  Shakspeare  again  uses  confound  for  spending  or  losing  time 
in  Coriolanus,  Act  i.  Sc.  6 : — 

'  How  could' St  thou  in  a  mile  confound  an  hour.  • 
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And  hid  his  crisp  ^^  head  in  the  hollow  bank, 

Blood-stained  with  these  yaliant  combatants. 

Never  did  bare  ^^  and  rotten  policy 

Colour  her  working  with  such  deadly  wounds; 

Nor  never  could  the  noble  Mortimer 

Receive  so  many,  and  all  willingly : 

Then  let  Imn  not  be  slander'd  with  revolt. 

K.  Hen,  Thou  dost  beUe  him,  Percy,  thou  dost 
belie  him ; 
He  never  did  encounter  with  Glendower ; 
I  tell  thee. 

He  durst  as  well  have  met  the  devil  alone. 
As  Owen  Glendower  for  an  enemy. 
Art  thou  not  ashamed  ?  But,  sirrah,  henceforth 
Let  me  not  hear  you  speak  of  Mortimer : 
Send  me  your  prisoners  with  the  speediest  means. 
Or  you  shall  hear  in  such  a  kind  from  me 
As  will  displease  you.« — My  Lord  Northumberland, 
We  licence  your  departure  with  your  son : — 
Send  us  your  prisoners,  or  you'll  hear  of  it. 

{Exeunt  King  Henry,  Blunt,  and  Tram. 

Hot,  And  if  the  devil  come  and  roar  for  them, 
I  will  not  send  them ; — I  will  after  straight. 
And  tell  him  so;  for  I  will  ease  my  heart, 
Although.it  be  with  hazard  of  my  head. 

>3  Crisp  is  curled.    Thus  in  Kjd's  Cornelia,  1595 :~ 
'  O  beauteous  Tjber,  with  thine  easy  streams 
TJiat  glide  as  smoothly  as  a  Parthian  shaft, 
Tarn  not  thy  crispy  tides,  like  silver  cmrls. 
Back  to  thy  grass-green  banks  to  welcome  us.' 
Beamnont  and  Fletcher  hare  the  same  image  in  The  Loyal  Sub- 
ject : — 

*  — —  the  Volga  trembled  at  his  terror. 
And  hid  his  seven  curled  heads,* 
And  Ben  Jonson,  in  one  of  his  Masqaes: — 

The  rivers  run  as  smoothed  by  his  hand. 
Only  their  heads  are  crisped  by  his  stroke.' 
*^  Somp  of  the  quarto  copies  read  base. 
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North.  Whstp  drunk  with  choler?  stay^  and  pause 
awhile ; 
Here  comes  your  uncle. 

Re-enter  Worcester. 

Hot.  Speak  of  Mortimer? 

'Zounds,  I  will  speak  of  him ;  and  let  my  soul 
Want  mercy,  if  I  do  not  join  with  him : 
Yea,  on  his  part,  I'll  empty  all  these  veins, 
And  shed  my  dear  blood  drop  by  drop  i'the  dust. 
But  I  Will  lift  the  down-trod  Mortimer 
As  high  i'the  air  as  this  unthankful  king. 
As  this  ingrate  and  canker'd  Bolingbroke. 

North.  Brother,  the  king  hath  made  your  nephew 
mad.    .  [2V)  Worcester. 

Wor.  Who  struck  this  heat  up,  after!  was  gone? 

Hot.  He  will,  forsooth,  have  all  my  prisoners ; 
And  when  I  urg'd  the  ransom  once  again 
Of  my  wife's  brother,  then  his  cheek  look'd  pale ; 
And  on  my  face  he  tum'd  an  eye  of  death. 
Trembling  even  at  the  name  of  Mortimer. 

Wor.  I  cannot  blame  him :  Was  he  not  proclaim'd. 
By  Richard  that  dead  is,  the  next  of  blood  ^^  ? 

"  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  was  declared  heir  apparent 
to  the  crown  in  1385 :  bathe  was  killed  in  Ireland  in  1398.  The 
person  who  was  proclaimed  heir  apparent  by  Richard  II.  pre- 
▼ions  to  his  last  Tojage  to  Ireland,  was  Edmund  Mortimer,  son 
of  Roger,  who  was  then  bat  seven  years  old :  he  was  not  Lady 
Percy's  brother,  bat  her  nephew.  He  was  the  nndoabted  heir 
to  the  crown  after  the  death  of  Richard.  .  Thomas  Walsingham 
asserts  that  he  married  a  daughter  of  Owen  Glendower,  and  the 
sabseqaent  historians  copied  him.  Sandford  says  that  he  married 
Anne  Stafford,  daughtei*  of  Edmand  earl  of  Stafford.  Glen- 
dower's  daughter  was  married  to  his  antagonist  Lord  Grey  of 
Rnthyen.  Holinshed  led  Shakspeare  into  the  error.  This  Ed« 
mond,  who  is  the  Mortimer  of  the  present  play,  was  bom  in 
1302,  and  consequently,  at  the  time  when  this  play  is  supposed 
to  commence,  was  little  more  than  ten  years  old.  The  prince  of 
Wales  was  not  fifteen. 
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North.  He  was;  I  beard  the  proclamaiioii: 
And  then  it  was,  when  the  unhappy  king 
(Whose  wrongs  in  us  God  pardon !)  did  set  fortii 
Upon  his  Irish  expedition ; 
From  whence  he,  intercepted,  did  return  * 
To  be  depos'd,  and  shortly,  murdered. 

Wwr,  And  for  whose  death,  we  in  the  worid's 
wide  mouth 
Live  scandaliz'd,  and  foully  spoken  of. 

Hat.  But,  soft,  I  pray  you ;  Did  King  Richard  then 
Proclaim  my  brother  Edmund  Mortimer 
Heir  to  the  crown  ? 

North.  He  did ;  myself  did  hear  it. 

Hot.  Nay,  th/ta  I  cannot  blame  his  cousin  king, 
That  wish'd  him  on  the  barren  mountains  starr'd. 
But  shall  it  be,  that  you, — that  set  the  crown 
Upon  the  head  of  this  forgetful  man; 
And,  for  his  sake,  wear  the  detested  blot 
Of  murd'rous  subornation, — shall  it  be^ 
That  you  a  world  of  curses  undergo; 
Being  the  agents,  or  base  second  means 
The  cords,  the  ladder,  or  the  hangman  rather? — 
O,  pardon-me,  that  I  descend  so  low. 
To  show  the  line,  and  the  predicament. 
Wherein  you  range  under  this  subtle  king. — 
Shall  it,  for  shame,  be  spoken  in  these  days. 
Or  fill  up  chronicles  in  time  to  come. 
That  men  of  your  nobility  and  power. 
Did  gage  them  both  in  an  unjust  behalf, — 
As  botli  of  you,  God  <  pardon,  it!  have  done, — 
To  put  down  Richard,  that  sweet  lovely  rose. 
And  plant  this  thorn,  this  canker  i^,  Bolingbroke? 
And  shall  it,  in  more  shame,  be  further  spoken^ 

"  The  canker-rose  is  the  dog-rose,  the  flower  of  the  Cynosbatom. 
80  in  Mach  Ado  aboot  Nothing : — '  I  had  rather  be  a  canker  id 
a  hedge,  than  a  rose  in  his  grace.' 
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That  you  are  fooFd,  discarded,  and  shook  off 
By  hmiy  for  whom  these  shames  ye  underwent? 
No;  yet  time  serves,  wherein  you  may  redeem 
Your  banish'd  honours,  and  restore  yourselves 
Into  the  good  thoughts  of  the  world  again : 
Revenge  the  jeering,  and  disdain'd  ^^  contempt, 
Of  this  proud  king ;  who  studies,  day  and  night, 
To  answer  all  the  debt  he  owes  to  you. 
Even  with  the  bloody  payment  of  your  deaths. 
Therefore,  I  say,- 

Ifbr.  Peace,  cousin,  say  no  more : 

And  now  I  will  unclasp  a  secret  book. 
And  to  your  quick-conceiving  discontents 
111  read  you  matter  deep  and  dangerous ; 
As  full  of  peril,  and  adventurous  spirit. 
As  to  o^erwalk  a  current,  roaring  loud. 
On  the  unsteadfast  footing  of  a  spear. 

Hot.  If  he  fall  in,  good  night : — or  sink  or  swim; 
!  Send  danger  from  the  east  unto  the  west, 
So  honour  cross  it  from  the  north  to  south, 
And  let  them^apple: — O !  the  blood  more  stirs. 
To  rouse  a  lion,  than  to  start  a  hare. 

North,  Imagination  of  some  great  exploit 
Drives  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  patience. 

Hot.  By  heaven,  metbinks,  it  were  an  easy  leap, 
( To  pluck  bi^ight  honour  from  the  pale-fac'd  moon ; 
'  Or  dive  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep^^, 

'^  i.  e.  disdainfal. 

^  Warburton  observes  that  Euripides  has  put  the  same  senti- 
ment into  the  month  of  Eteocl^s: — '  I  will  not,  madam,  disguise 
mj  tfaoughjts ;  I  would  scale  heaven,  I  would  descend  to  the 
very  entrails  of  the  earth,  if  so  be  that  by  that  price  I  could  ob- 
tain a  kingdom.*  Johnson  says,  '  Though  I  am  far  from  con- 
demning this  speech,  with  Gildon  and  Theobald,  as  absolute 
madness,  yet  I  cannot  find  in  it  that  profundity  of  reflection,  and 
beauty  of  allegory,  which  VTarburton  endeavoured  to  display. 
This  sally  of  Hotspur  may  be,  I  think,  soberly  and  rationally 
vindicated  as  the  violent  eruption  of  a  mind  inflated  with  ambi- 
tion and  fired  with  resentment;  as  the  boasted  clamour  of  a  man 
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Where  fiithom-line  could  never  touch  the  ground. 
And  pluck  up  drowned  honour  by  the  locks ; 
So  he,  that  doth  redeem  her  thence,  might  wear. 
Without  corrival,  all  her  dignities: 
But  out  upon  this  half-fac'd  fellowships^! 

TTor.  He  apprehends  a  world  of  figures  ^^  here, 
But  not  the  form  of  what  he  should  attend. — 
Good  cousin,  give  me  audience  for  a  while. 

Hot.  I  cry  you  mercy. 

Wor»                              Those  same  noble  Scots, 
That  are  your  prisoners, 

Hot.  I'll  keep  them  all; 

By  heaven,  he  shall  not  have  a  Scot  of  th^m : 
No,  if  a  Scot  would  save  his  soul,  he  shall  not: 
I'll  keep  them,  by  this  hand. 

Wor.  You  start  away. 

And  lend  no  ear  unto  my  purposes. — 
Those  prisoners  you  shall  keep* 

Hot.  Nay,  I  will ;  that's  flat  :— 

He  said,  he  would  not  ransom  Mortimer ; 
Forbad  my  tongue  to  speak  of  Mortimer; 
But  I  will  find  him  when  he  lies  asleep. 
And  in  his  ear  I'll  holla — Mortimer! 
Nay, 

I'll  have  a  starling  shall  be  taught  to  speak 
Nothing  but  Mortimer,  and  give  it  him. 
To  keep  his  anger  still  in  motion. 

tble  to  do  much,  and  eager  to  do  more;  as  the  dark  exfiressiofl 
of  indetermined  thoaghts.  The  passage  from  Earipides  is  snrelj 
not  allegorical ;  jet  it  is  produced,  and  properly,  as  parallel.' — In 
the  Knight  of  the  Barning  Pestle,  Beaomont  and  Fletcher  hare 
pnt  this  rant  into  the  month  of  Ralph  the  apprentice,  who,  like 
Bottom,  appears  to  be  fond  of  acting  parts  to  tear  a  cat  m. 

1*  Half-faced,  which  has  pazzled  the  commentators,  seems 
here  meant  to  conyey  a  contemptuous  idea  of  something  imper- 
fect. As  in  Nashe's  Apology  of  Pierce  Pennilesse :— •'  With  aH 
other  ends  of  your  half  faced  English.' 

M  Shapes  created  by  his  imagination. 
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Ww.  Hear  you. 

Cousin ;  a  word. 

Hot.  All  studies  here  I  solemnly  defy  ^, 
Save  how  to  gall  and  pinch  this  Bolingbroke : 
And  that   same  sword-and-buckler^^   prince   of 

Wales,— 
But  diat  I  think  his  father  loves  him  not, 
And  would  be  glad  he  met  with  some  mischance, 
I'd  have  him  poison 'd  with  a  pot  of  ale  ^^. 

War,  Farewell,  kinsman !  I  will  talk  to  you, 
When  you  are  better  temper'd  to  attend.  -^^ 

North,  Why,  what  a  wasp-tongue^  and  impatient 
fool 

^  To  defy  was  sometimes  used  in  the  sense  of  to  renouneet 
rtjeetf  refuse,  by  Shakspeare  and  his  cotemporaries.  Thas  Con- 
stance, in  King  John,  sajs : — 

<  No,  I  defy  all  coonsel,  all  redress/ 

'1  '  Sword  and  buckler  pntux*  is  here  nse4  as  a  term  of  con- 
tempt The  following  extracts  will  help  ns  to  the  precise  mean- 
ing of  the  epithet : — *  This  field,  commonly  called  West  Smithfield, 
was  for  many  years  called  Raffiads'  Hdl,  by  reason  it  was  the 
nsnal  place  for  frayes  and  common  fighting,  daring  the  time  that 
sword  and  bucklers  were  in  ase ;  when  every  serving  man,  from 
the  base  to  the  best,  carried  a  buckler  at  his  back,  which  hong 
by  the  hilt  or  pomel  of  his  sword,* —Stowe's  Survey  of  London. 
Then  was  a  poem,  pablished  in  1602,  entitled '  Sword  and  Buch- 
ler,  or  Serving-man's  Defence,'  by  William  Bas.  And  John 
Florio,  in  his  First  Pruites,  1678 : — *  What  weapons  bear  they? 
Some  sword  and  dagger,  some^icord  andbuckler, — What  weapon 
is  thai  buckler?  A  clownish  dastardly  weapon,  and  not  fit  for  a 
gentleman.' 

*  This  is  said  in  allasion  to  low  pot-hoase  company,  with 
which  the  prince  associated. 

^  The  first  quarto,  1698,  reads  wasp-stung,  which  Steeyens 
tbooght  the  true  reading.  The  qaarto  of  1699  reads  wasp-tongue, 
which  Malone  strennously  contends  for ;  and  I  think  with  Mr. 
Nares  that  he  is  right.  '  He  who  is  stong  by  wasps  has  a  real 
eanse  for  impatience ;  but  waspish,  which  is  often  used  bj  Shak- 
speare, is  petulant  from  temper ;  and  wasp-tongue  therefore  very 
naturally  mennB  petulant-tongue,  which  was  exactly' the  accusation 
■eant  to  be  urged.*  The  folio  altered  it  unnecessarily  to  wasp- 
tongued, 

VOL.  V.  O 
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Art  thott,  to  break  into  this  woman's  mood; 
Tying  thine  ear  to  no  tongue  but  thme  own  ? 

Hot.  Why»  look  you,  I  am  wlupp'd  and  scoorg'd 
with  rodsy 
Nettled)  md  stung  with  pismires^  when  I  heUr 
Of  this  vile  politician,  Bolingbroke. 
In  Richard's  time, — ^What  do  you  ddl  the  place? — 
A  pli^e  upon't! — ft  is  in  Gloucestershire  ;~^ 
Twas  where  the  mad^cap  duke  his  micle  kept : 
His  uncle  York; — where  I  first  bow'd  m^  knee 
Unto  this  king  of  smiles,  this  Bolingbroke> 
WheB  you  and  he  came  back  from  Ravenspuii^. 

North.  At  Berkley  castle. 

Hot.  You  say  true : 

Why,  what  a  candy  ^  deal  of  courtesy 
This  fawning  greyhound  then  did  proffer  me  ! 
Look, — when  ki$  mfmUfortfine  came  to  Hge, 
And — gentle  Harry  Percy ^ — and,  hmd  eoiasin, — 

O,  the  deyil  take  such  cozeners ! God  foi^ve 

me! 

Good  uncle,  tell  your  tele,  for  I  haye  done. 

Wor.  Nay,  if  you  have  not,  to't  again ; 
Well  stay  your  leisure. 

Hot.  I  have  done,  i'faith. 

Wor.  Then  once  more  to  your  Scottish  prisoners. 
Deliver  them  up  without  their  ransom  straight. 
And  make  the  Douglas'  son  yo«r  only  mean 
For  powers  in  Scotland ;  which,  for  divers  reasons^ 
Which  I  shall  send  you  written, — -be  assur'd. 
Will  easily  be  granted.-— You,  my  lord, — 

[7b  Northumberland. 
Your  son  in  Scotland  being  thus  employed, — 
Shall  secretly  into  the  bosom  creep 
Of  that  same  noble  prelate,  well  beloved. 
The  archbishop. 

'*  i.  e.  *  what  a  deal  ©f  candy  coortesj,' 


,y  Google 


9C,  III.  KING  HBNRY  IV.  147 

Hot.  Of  York,  ig't  not? 

Wor.  True ;  who  bears  tard 
His  brother's  death  at  Bristol,  the  Lord  Scroop. 
I  speak  not  this  in  estimatkoi^^. 
As  what  I  think  might  be,  but  what  I  kaow 
Is  ruminated,  plotted,  and  set  down; 
And  only  stays  but  to  behold  iine  face 
Of  that  occasion  that  shall  bring  it  on. 

Hot.  I  smell  it;  upon  my  life,  it  will  do  well. 

North,  Before  the  game's  a-foot,  thou  still  let'st 
slip  26. 

Hot.  Why,  it  cannot  choose  but  be  a  noble  plot: — 
And  then  the  power  of  Scotland,  and  of  York, — 
To  join  with  Mortimer,  ha? 

Wor.  And  so  they  shall. 

Hot.  In  faith,  it  is  exceedingly  well  aim'd. 

Wor.  And  ^tis  no  little  reason  bids  us  speed. 
To  save  our  heads  by  raising  of  a  head^; 
For,  bear  omrseWes  as  even  as  we  can. 
The  king  will  always  think  him  in  our  debt"^; 
And  think  we  think  ourselves  unsatisfied. 
Till  he  bath  found  a  time  to  pay  us  home. 
And  see  already,  how  he  doth  begin 
To  make  us  strangers  to  his  looks  of  love. 

Hot.  He  does,  he  does;  we'll  be  reveng'd  on  him. 

Wot.  Cousin 29,  farewell : — -No  further  go  in  this, 

*  Conjecture. 

*  Tkis  phrase  is  t^ken  from  hunting.  To  /a<  sUp  is  to  loose 
a  greyhound.     So  in  The  Taming  of  the  S|irew : — 

'  Lncentio  slipped  me,  like  his  greyhound.' 

^  A  body  offerees.  ' 

"  This  is  a  natural  descriptidh  of  the  state  of  mind  between 
those  that  have  conferred,  and  those  that  hare  received  obliga- 
tions too  great  to  be  satisfied.  That  this  would  be  the  event  of 
Northumberland's  dislpjaltj  wm  predicted  by  K.ing  Riot^ard  in 
the  former  play. 

^  This  was  a  common  address  in  Shakspeare'stime  to  nephews, 
nieces,  and  grand-children.  See  Holinshed,  passim.  Hotspur 
was  Worcester's  nephew. 
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Than  I  by  letters  shall  direct  your  course. 
When  time  b  ripe  (which  will  be  suddenly), 
I'll  steal  to  Glendower,  and  Lord  Mortimer; 
Where  you  and  Douglas,  and  our  powers  at  once  - 
(As  I  will  fashion  it),  shall  happily  meet. 
To  bear  our  fortunes  in  our  own  strong  arms. 
Which  now  we  hold  at  much  uncertainty. 

North,  Farewell^  good  brother: — ^we  shall  thrive, 
I  trust. 

Hot.  Uncle,  adieu : — O,  let  the  hours  be  short. 
Till  fields,  and  blows,  and  groans  applaud  our  sport ! 

[ExemU. 


^  ACT  IL 

^         SCENE  I,     Rochester.     An  Inn  Yard. 

Enter  a  Carrier,  toith  a  lantern  in  his  hand. 

1  Car.  Heigh  ho !  An't  be  not  four  by  the  day, 
I'll  be  hanged:  Charles'  wain^  is  over  the  new 
chimney,  and  yet  our  horse  not  packed^  What, 
ostler ! 

Ost.  [Within,]  Anon,  anon. 

1  Car.  I  pr'ythee,  Tom,  beat  Cut's  saddle,  put  a 
few  flocks  in  the  point:  the  poor  jadejs-jwcuiig  in 
the  withers  out  of  all  cess  ^5,--—'- — ""^ 

,  1  Charles*  wain  was  the  Tolgar  name  for  the  constellation 
called  the  great  bear.  It  Is  a  corruption  of  Ckorles  or  CAurf* 
wain.  Chorl  is  frequently  osed  for  a  countrynum  in  old  books, 
from  the  Saxon  ceorl, 

'  '  Out  of  all  cess^  is  '  oat  of  all  measare.'  ExcessiYelj,  prmttr 
modum.  To  cess,  or  assess,  was  to  number,  muster,  yalue,  mmo- 
sure,  or  appraise. 
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Ikter  (mother  Carrier. 

2  C&r.  Pease  and  beans  are  as  dank^  here  as  a 
dog,  and  that  is  the  next  way  to  give  poor  jades  the 
bots^:  this  bouse  is  turned  upside  down,  since 
Robin  ostler  died. 

1  Car,  Poor  fellow!  never  joyed  since  the  price 
of  oats  rose ;  it  was  the  death  of  him. 

2  Car.  I  tiiink,  this  be  the  most  villanous  house 
in  all  London  road  for  fleas:  I  am  stung  like  a 
tench^ 

1  Car.  Like  a  tench  ?  by  the  mass,  there  is  ne'er 
a  king  in  Christendom  could  be  better  bit  than  I 
have  been  since  the  first  cock. 

2  Car,  Why,  they  will  allow  us  ne'er  a  Jordan, 
%nd  <iien  we  leak  in  your  chinmey;  and  your  cham- 
ber-lie breeds  fleas  like  a  loaoh^. 

1  Char,  What,  ostler !  come  away  and  be  hanged, 
come  away. 

2  Cor.  I  have  a  gammon  of  bacon,  and  two 
razes  ^  of  ginger,  to  be  delivered  as  far  as  Charmg 
Cross. 

'  Dank  is  moist,  wet,  and  oonseqneDtly  mouldy, 

*  Bots  are  vjorms  ;  a  disease  to  which  horses  are  yery  sabject. 

*  Dr.  Farmer  thought  tench  ft  mistake  for  tr(mt;  probably 
alUdiag  to  the  red  spots  with  which  the  trout  is  covered,  haying 
some  resemblance  to  the  spots  on  the  skin  of  a  flea-bitten  person. 

*  It  appears  irom  a  passage  in  Holland's  translation  of  Pliny's 
Nat.  Hist.  b.  IX.  c.  xlyii.  that  anciently  fishes  were  supposed  te 
be  infested  with  fleas.  '  Last  of  all  some  fishes  tbere  be  whioh 
of  themselyes  are  given  to  breed  JUtu  and  lice ;  among  which 
1^  chalcis,  a  kind  of  target,  is  one.'  Mason  suggests  that 
'  breeds  fleas  as  fast  as  a  loach  breeds  loaches'  may  be  the 
meaning  of  the  passage ;  tbe  loach  being  reckoned  a  peoaliarly 
prolific  fish. 

'  The  commentators  have  pnzzled  themselves  and  their  readers 
aboQt  this  word  rmxes :  Theobald  asserts  that  a  rate  is  the  Indian 
term  for  a  bale,  1  have  somewhere  seen  the  wond  used  for  a 
/r«i2e,  or  little  msh  basket,  sach  as  figs,  raisins,  &c.  are  usually 
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1  Car.  'Odsbody !  the  turkeys  in  my  pannier  are 
quite  starved®. — What, ostler! — A  plague  on  thee! 
hast  thou  never  an  eye  in  thy  head?  canst  not  bear? 
An  'twere  not  as  good  a  deed  as  drink,  to  break 
the  pate  of  thee,  I  am  a  very  villain. — Come,  and 
be  hanged : — Hast  no  faith  in  thee  ? 

Enter  Gadshill^. 

GadM.^  Good  morrow,  carriers.    What's  o'clock  ? 
1  Car,  I  think  it  be  two  o'clock. 
Gads,  I  pr'ythee,  lend  me  thy  lantern,  to  see  my 
gelding  in  the  stable. 

1  Car,  Nay,  soft,  I  pray  ye;  1  know  a  trick 
worth  two  of  that,  i'faith. 

Gads,  I  pr'ythee,  lend  me  thine. 

2  Car.  Ay,  when?  canst  tell? — Lend  me  thy 
lantern,  quoth  a? — marry,  111  see  thee  hanged  first 

Gads,  Sirrah  carrier,  what  time  do  you  mean  to 
come  to  London  ? 

2  Car,  Time  enough  to  go  to  bed  with  a  candle, 
I  warrant  thee. — Come,  neighbour  Mugs,  well  call 
up  the  gentlemen ;  they  will  along  with  company, 
for  they  have  great  charge.  [Exeunt  Carriers. 

Gads,  What,  hoi  chamberlain ! 

Cham,  IWithinJ]  At  hand,  quoth  pick-purse ^^. 

Gads,  That's  even  as  fair  as — at  hand,  quoth  the 

p«ck«d  in ;  but  I  cannot  now  recall  the  book  to  memory  in  which 
it  occurred.  Such  a  package  was  mnch  more  likely  to  be  meant 
than  a  bale.  The  poet  perhaps  intended  to  mark  the  petty  txuport- 
once  of  the  carrier's  bosiness. 

®  This  is  one  of  the  poet's  anachronisms.  Turkeys  were  not 
broaght  into  England  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

^  Gadshill  has  his  name  from  a  place  on  the  Kentish  Road, 
where  robberies  were  yery  frequent.  A  curious  narratiye  of  a 
gang,  who  appear  to  hare  infested  that  neighbourhood  in  1690, 
is  printed  fit>m  a  MS.. paper  of  Sir  Roger  Manwood's  in  Bo*- 
well's  Shakspeare,  vol.  xvi.  p.  431. 

***  This  is  a  proverbial  phrase,  frequently  used  in  old  P^7•• 
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chamberlain :  for  thou  variest  do  more  from  picking 
of  purses,  than  giving  direction  doth  from  labouring ; 
thou  lay'st  the  plot  how^*. 

Enter  Chamberlain. 

Cham,  Good  morrow,  master  Gadshill.  It  holds 
current,  that  I  told  you  yesternight :  There's  a  frank- 
lin ^  in  the  wild  of  Kent,  hath  brought  three  hundred 
marks  with  him  in  gold :  I  heard  him  tell  it  to  one 
of  his  company,  last  night  at  supper;  .  a  kind  of 
auditor;  one  that  hath  abundance  of  charge  too, 
God  knows  what.  They  are  up  already,  and  call 
for  eggs  and  butter :  They  will  away  presently. 

Gads,  Sirrah,  if  they  meet  not  with  Saint  Ni- 
cholas' clerks  ^^,  I'll  give  thee  this  neck. 

Cham.  No,  I'll  pone  of  it :  I  pr'ythee,  keep  that 
for  the  hangman ;  for,  I  know,  thou  worship'st  Saint 
Nicholas  as  truly  as  a  man  of  falsehood  may. 

Gads.  What  talkest  thou  to  me  of  the  hangman  ? 
if  I  hang.  111  make  a  fat  pair  of  gallows :  for,  if 
I  hang,  old  Sir  John  hangs  with  me;  and,  thou 
knowest,  he's  no  starveling.  Tut !  there  are  other 
Trojans  that  thou  (keamest  not  of,  the  which,  for 
sport  sake,  are  content  to  do  the  profession  some 
grace;  that  would,  if  matters  should  be  looked  into, 

"  Thus  in  The  Life  and  Death  of  Gamaliel  Ratsej,  1605  :— 

' he  dealt  with  the  chamherlaine  of  the  house,  to  learn  which 

wajf  thej  went  in  the  morning,  which  the  chawberlaine  performed 
tccordinglj,  and  that  with  great  care  and  diligence,  for  he  knew 
he  should  partake  of  their  fortunes  if  they  sped/ 

*^  A  freeholder  or  yeoman,  a  man  abore  a  vassal  or  yUIain,  bat 
Beta  gentleman.  This  was  the  Franklin  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth. 
Id  earlier  times  he  was  a  person  of  much  more  dignity.  See 
Canterbury  Tales,  t.  333,  and  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  note  upon  it. 

^^  In  a  note  on  The  Two  Grentlemen  of  Verona,  Act  iii.  Sc.  1,  is 
an  account  of  the  origin  of  this  expression  as  applied  to  scholars; 
tad  as  Nicholas  or  old  Nick  is  a  cant  name  for  the  devil,  so  thieves 
•re  e<|aivocaUy  called  Saint  Nicholas'  clerks. 


,y  Google 


152  FUUT  PART  OF  ACT  II. 

for  their  own  credk  8mke»  make  ail  wbole.  1  ain 
joined  with  no  foot  Und<-raken  ^*,  no  long-staffi 
sixpenny  strikers^;  none  of  these  mad,  mustaehio, 
purple-hued  malt-worms:  but  with  nobility,  and 
tranquillity;  burgomasters,  and  great  oneyers^^; 
such  as  can  hold  in ;  such  as  will  strike  sooner  than 
speak,  and  speak  sooner  than  drink,  and  drink 
sooner  than  pray:  And  yet  I  lie;  for  diey  pray 
continuaUy  to  their  saint,  the  commonwealth;  or, 
rather,  not  pray  to  her,  but  prey  on  her;  for  they 
ride  up  and  down  on  her,  and  make  her  their 
booU»7. 

Cham.  What,  the  commonwealth  their  boots? 
will  she  hold  out  water  in  foul  way  ? 

Gads.  She  will,  she  wii|;  justice  haUi  liquoried 
her^®.  We  steal  as  in  a  casde^,  cock-sure;  we 
have  the  receipt  of  fern-seed,  we  walk  inyisiUe. 

^*  Footpads. 

'^  A  striker  was  a  thief.  In  Greene's  Art  of  Coney  Catching , 
*  —  the  catting  a  pocket,  or  picking  a  pnrse  is  called  striking,* 
Again,'' — whotaJdngajM-oper  jfOirfXtohe  his  prentice,  to  teach 
him  the  order  of  striing  and  foisting.' 

'*  Some  of  the  commentators  have  been  at  great  pains  to  con- 
jecture what  class  of  persons  were  meant  by  great  oneyers.  ■  One 
proposed  to  read  monsifers  ;  another  mnynkesrs ;  and  If  alone  coins 
a  word,  msiftrs,  which  he  says  may  mean  apvilie  ucanmtamt,  froai 
the  term  o-m,  nsed  in  the  exchequer.  The  ludicrous  nature  of 
the  appellations  which  Gadshill  bestows  upon  his  associates 
might  hare  sufficiently  shown  them  that  such  attempts  must  be 
futile ;  *  nobility  and  tranquiUiiv,  burgomasters  and  great  ofMy«f«.' 
Johnson  has  judiciously  explained  it.  '  Gadshill  tells  the  cham- 
beiiain  that  he  is  joined  with  no  mean  wretches,  but  with  **  hnr- 
gomasters  and  great  ones,*'  or,  as  he  terms  them  in  merriment 
by  a  cant  termination,  great  one^-srs,  or  great  ome-e^s,  as  we 
say  prtvateer,  auctioneer,  drcmteer,* 

^7  A  quibble  upon  6ool«  and  booty.    Boot  ia  profit,  adtaitttige. 

'*  Alluding  to  boots  in  the  preceding  passage.  In  The  Meny 
Wives  of  Windsor,  Falstaff  says  :-^<  They  would  melt  me  out  of 
my  fat  drop  by  drop,  and  tiqmr  fishermen's  boots  with  me.' 

^^  Asina  iMStle  was  a  proverbial  phrase  for  secnrity.  Steevena 
has  adduced  several  examples  of  its  use  in  cotemporary  writers. 
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Cham.  Nay,  by  my  faith*  I  think  you  are  more 
beholden  to  the  night,  than  to  fern-seed  ^^,  for  your 
walking  invisible. 

Gads.  Give  me  thy  hand :  thou  shalt  have  a  shar^ 
in  our  purchase  ^^,  as  I  am  a  true  man. 

Cham,  Nay^  rather  let  me  have  it,  as  you  are  a 
false  thief. 

Gads.  Gro  to;  ^omo  is  a  common  name  to  all 
men.  Bid  the  ostler  bring  my  gelding  out  of  the 
stable.     Farewell,  you  muddy  knave.         [Exeunt.  ^ 

SCENE  II.     The  Road  by  GadshUL 

Either  Prince  Henry,  awrfPoiNS;  Bardolph 
and  Peto,  at  some  distance. 

Pains.  Come,  shelter,  shelter :  I  have  removed 
FalstaflPs  horse,  and  he  frets  like  a  gummed  velvet  ^ 
P.  Hen.  Stand  close. 

Enter  Falstaff. 
Fal.  Poins!  Poins,  and  be  hanged!  Poins! 
P.  Hen.  Peace,'  ye  fat-kidneyed  rascal;  What  u 
brawling  dost  thou  keep  ? 
Fal.  Where's  Poins,  Hal? 

*  Fem-seed  was  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  rendering 
persons  invisible :  the  seed  of  fern  is  itself  invisible ;  therefore 
to  find  it  was  a  magic  operation,  and  in  the  use  it  was  sapposed 
to  conunnnicate  its  own  property.  Thus  in  Ben  Jonson's  New 
Iiin,!.  6:— 

< Becaase,  indeed,  I  had 

No  med'cine,  sir,  to  go  invisible. 

No  femr-seed  in  my  pocket.'  ' 
"  Purchase  was  anciently  understood  in  the  sense  o{  gairif  pro- 
fit, whether  legally  or  illegally  obtained.  The  commentators  are 
wrong  in  saying  that  it  meant  stolen  goods. 

'  This  alliision  we  often  meet  with  in  the  old  comedies.  Thus 
in  The  Malecontent,  1604 : — *  I'll  come  among  yon,  like  gum  into 
taffata,  to  fret,  fret.*  Velvet  and  taffeta  were  sometimes  stiffened 
with  gam;  bat  the  conseqaence  was,  that  the  staff  being  thus 
hardened  quickly  rubbed  and  fretted  itself  out. 
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P,  Hen.  H«  is  walked  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill; 
I'll  go  seek  hbn.  [Pretenek  t0  seek  Poins. 

FaL  I  am  accursed  to  rob  in  that  thiefs  com- 
pany :  the  rascal  hath  removed  my  horse,  and  tied 
him  I  know  not  where.  If  I  travel  but  four  foot 
by  the  squire  "  further  albot,^!  shall  break  my  wmd. 
Well,  I  doubt  not  but  to  die  a  fair  death  for  all 
this,  if  I  'seape  hanfiiig  for  killing  Hiat  rogite.  I 
have  forsworn  his  company  hourly,  any  time  th» 
two-and-twenty  years,  and  yet  I  am  bewitched  with 
the  rogue's  company.  If  the  rascal  have  not  given 
me  medicines  ^  to  make  me  love  Inm,  I'll  be  hanged; 
it  could  not  be  else;  I  have  drunk  medicines.^— 
Poins! — Hal! — a  plague  upon  you  both  I — Bar- 
dolph ! — Peto ! — I'll  starve,  ere  I'll  rob  a  foot  fur- 
ther. An  'twere  not  as  good  a  deed  as  drink,  to 
turn  true  man,  and  leave  these  rogues,  I  am  the 
veiiest  varlet  that  ever  chewed  with  a  tooth.  Eight 
yards  of  uneven  ground,  is  threescore  and  ten  miles 
afoot  withtne;  and  the  stony-hearted  villains  know 
it  well  enough :  A  plague  upon't,  when  thieves  can- 
not be  true  to  one  another !  [I%ey  whUtle.]  Whew ! 
— A  plague  upon  you  all !  Give  me  my  horse,  you 
rogues ;  give  me  my  horse,  and  be  hanged. 

P.  JJew.  Peace,  ye  fat-guts !  lie  down;  lay  thine 
ear  close  to  the  ground,  and  list  if  thou  canst  hear 
the  tread  of  travellers. 

FaL  Have  you  any  levers  to  lift  me  up  again, 
being  down  ?  'Sblood,  I'll  not  bear  mine  own  flesh 
so  far  afoot  agaiuy  for  all  the  coin  in  diy  father's  ex- 
chequer. What  a  plague  mean  ye  to  colt*  me  thus? 

3  i.  e.  the  square  or  mensure.  A  carpenter's  mle  was  called  a 
square;  from  esquierre,  Fr. 

^  Alluding  to  the  vulgar  notioii  of  love-ftowders. 

*  To  coU  is  to  trichf  focif  or  decewe ;  perhaps  from  the  wild 
tricks  of  a  colt. 
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P,  Hen.  Thon  tiest,  thou  art  ncit  oolted,  ikon  art 
WMxdted. 

FaL  I  pr'ythee,  good  Prince  Hal,  help  me  to  my 
horse:  good  king's  son. 

P.  Hen*  Out,  you  rogue !  shall  I  be  your  ostier ! 

FaL  Go,  hang  thyself  in  thy  oWn  heir-appaFent 
garters !  If  I  be  ta'en,  I'll  peach  for  this.  An  I 
hare  not  btdlads  made  on  yon  all,  and  sung  to  filthy 
times,  let  a  cup  of  sack  be  ny  poison:  When  a 
jest  is  so  forward,  and  afoot  too, — I  hate  it. 

Enter  GadshilI. 

dads.  Stafid. 

Fal,  So  I  do,  against  my  will. 

Poins,  O,  'tis  our  setter:  I  know  his  toice. 

Enter  Bardolph. 

Sard.  Whirtiiews? 

Gads.  Case  ye,  case  ye;  on  with  your  Tisors; 
there's  money  ^  th6  kiis^s  eottmvg  down  the  hill ; 
'tis  going  to  the  king's  exchequer. 

FaL  You  lie,  you  rogue;  'ia»  gdiing  to  the  kiag's 
tavern. 

Gads.  Hi^re's  ienou^  to  make  us  sdl. 

FaL  To  be  hanged. 

P.  Hen.  Sirs,  you  four  shall  front  them  in  the 
narrow  lane;  Ned  Poins,  imd  1  will  waHc  lower: 
if  they  'scape  from  your  encounter,  then  they  light 
on  us. 

Peto.  How  many  be  there  of  them  ? 

Gads.  Some  eight,  or  ten.    . 

FaL  Zounds !  will  they  not  rob  us  ? 

P.  Hen.  What,  a  coward.  Sir  John  Paunch  ? 

Pal.  indeed,  I  am  not  John  of  Gaunt,  your 
grandtather ;  but  yet  no  coward,  Hal. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  we  leave  that  to  the  proof. 
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Poini.  Sirrah  Jack,  thy  horse  stands  behind  the 
hedge ;  when  thou  needest  him,  there  thou  shaltfind 
him.     Farewell,  and  stand  fast. 

Fal.  Now  cannot  I  strike  him,  if  I  should  be 
hanged. 

P.  Hen.  Ned,  where  are  our  disguises  ? 

Poins.  Here,  hard  by ;  stand  close. 

[ExeutU  P.  He^.  and  PoiNS. 

FaL  Now,  my  masters,  happy  man  be  his  dole^, 
say  I ;  every  man  to  his  business. 

Enter  Travellers. 

1  Trav,  Come,  neighbour ;  the  boy  shall  lead  our 
horses  down  the  hill :  we'll  walk  afoot  a  while,  and 
ease  our  legs. 

Thieves.  Stand. 

Trav.  Jesu  bless  us ! 

Fal.  Strike ;  down  with  them ;  cut  the  villains* 
throats:  Ah!  whoreson  caterpillars!  bacon-fed 
knaves!  they  hate  us  youth:  down  with  them; 
fleece  them. 

1  Trav.  O,  we  are  undone,  both  we  and  ours, 
for  ever. 

Fal.  Hang  ye,  gorbellied  ^  knaves ;  Are  ye  un- 
done? No,  ye  fat  chuffs  7;  I  would,  your  store 
were  here!  On,  bacons,  on!  What,  ye  knaves? 
young  men  must  live:  You  are  grand-jurors  are 
ye?  We'Ujureye,  i'faith. 

[Exeunt  Fal.  Sfc.  driving  the  Travellers  out. 

^  i.  e.  be  his  lot  or  portion,  happiness.  This  proverbial  phrase 
has  been  already  explained  in  the  notes  on  The  Merry  Wires  of 
Windsor,  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  and  Winter's  Tale. 

*  OorheiUed  is  big-pauHched,  corpulent 

7  A  term  of  reproach  asaally  applied  to  ayaricioas  old  citizens. 
It  is  of  oncertain  derivation.  Cotgrave  interprets^  <  [/m  gros 
marroufe,  a  big  cat ;  also  an  oaglie  Inske  or  clasterfist :  also  t 
rich  churl  or /a<  chuff e.* 
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Re-enter  Prince  Henry  and  Poins. 

P.  Hen,  The  thieves  have  bound  the  true®  men : 
Now  could  thou  and  I  rob  the  thieves,  and  go  mer- 
rily to  London,  it  would  be  argument^  for  a  week, 
laughter  for  a  month,  and  a  good  jest  for  ever. 

Poins.  Stand  close,  I  hear  them  coming. 

Re-enter  Thieves. 
Fal.  Come,  my  masters,  let  us  share,  and  then 
to  horse  before  day.     An  the  prince  and  Poins  be 
not  two  arrant  cowards,  there's  no  equity  stirring : 
there's  no  more  valour  in  that  Poins,  than  in  a  wild 
duck. 
P.  Hen.  Your  money.    [Rushing  out  upon  them. 
Poins.  Villains. 
[As  they  are  sJiaring,  the  Prince  and  PoiNS 
set  upon  them.     Falstaff,  after  a  blow  or 
two,  and  the  rest,  run  away,  leaving  the  booty 
behind  them. 
P.  Hen.  Got^  with  much  ease.     Now  merrily  to 
horse : 
The  thieves  are  scattered,  and  possess'd  with  fear 
So  strongly,  that  they  dare  not  meet  each  other ; 
Each  takes  his  fellow  for  an  officer. 
Away,  good  Ned.     Falstaff  sweats  to  death. 
And  lards  the  lean  earth  as  he  walks  along : 
Wer't  not  for  laughing,  I  should  pity  him. 
Poins.  How  the  rogue  roar'd !  [Exeunt. 

^  True  for  honest;  thas  opposing  the  true  men  to  the  thieves, 
'  Argument  is  subject  matter  for  conversatioii.  Thus  in  Mncfa 
AdQ  about  Nothing,  Act  i.  So.  1 :— <  Well,  if  ever  thoa  dost  fall 
from  this  faith,  thon  wUt  prove  a  notable  argument. 


VOL.   v. 
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SCENE  in. 

Warkworth.     Jl  Room  in  the  Castle, 
Enter  Hotspur,  reading  a  Letter^, 

-^ But,  for  mine  own  part,  my  lord,  I  could  he 

well  contented  to  he  there,  in  respect  of  the  love  I 
hear  your  house, — He  could  be  contented, — Why  i& 
he  not  then?  In  respect  of  the  love  he  bears  our 
house: — he  shows  in  this,  he  loves  his  own  bam 
better  than  he  loves  our  house.  Let  me  see  some 
more.  The  purpose  you  undertake  is  dangerous ; — 
Why,  that's  certain ;  'tis  dangerous  to  take  a  cold, 
.  to  sleep,  to  drink !  but  I  tell  you,  my  lord  fool,  out 
of  this  nettle,  danger,  we  pluck  this  flower,  safety^ 
The  purpose  you  undertake  is  dangerous;  the  friends 
you  have  named,  uncertain;  the  time  itself  unsorted; 
and  your  whole  plot  too  light,  for  the  counterpoise  of 
so  great  an  opposition. — Say  you  so,  say  you  so? 
I  say  unto  you  again,  you  are  a  shallow,  cowardly 
hind,  and  you  lie.  What  a  lack-brain  is  this  ?  By 
the  Lord,  our  plot  is  a  good  plot  as  ever  was  laid; 
our  friends  true  and  constant:  a  good  plot,  good 
friends,  and  full  of  expectation :  an  excellent  plot, 
very  good  friends.  What  a  frosty-spirited  rogue  is 
this?  Why,  my  lord  of  York^  commends  the  plot, 
and  the  general  course  of  the  action.  'Zounds,  an 
I  were  now  by  this  rascal,  I  could  brain  him  with 
his  lady's  fan^.  Is  there  not  my  father,  my  uncle, 
and  myself?  Lord  Edmund  Mortimer,  my  lord  of 
York,  and  Owen  Glendower  ?  Is  tiiere  not,  besides, 

'  This  letter  was  from  Gewge  Dimluir,  e&frl  of  March^  i* 
ScoUftnd. 

*  Richard  Scroop,  archbishop  of  York. 

'  See  note  on  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  Act  it.-  Sc.  S, 
p.ldO. 
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the  DoQglas?  HaTe  I  not  aH  their  letters,  to  meet 
me  in  anns  by  the  ninth  of  the  next  month;  and  are 
they  not,  some  of  them,  set  forward  already?  What 
a  pagan  rascal  is  ^s ?  an  infidel?  Ha!  yon  shall 
see  now,  in  very  sincerity  of  ^r  and  cold  heart, 
will  he  to  the  king,  and  lay  open  ill  our  proceed- 
ings. O,  I  could  diride  myself,  and  go  to  buffets, 
for  moving  sudi  a  dish  of  skimmed  milk  wiik  so 
honourable  an  action !  Hang  him !  let  him  tell  the 
king:  We  are  prepared:  I  will  set  forward  to- 
night 

Enter  Lady  Percy. 

How  now,  Kate*?   I  must  leave  you  within  these 
two  hours. 
Lady.  O  my  good  lord;  why  are  you  thus  alone  ? 
For  what  offence  have  I»  this  fortnight,  been 
A  banish'd  woman  from  my  Harry's  bed  ? 
Tell  me,  sweet  lord  what  ist  that  takes  from  thee 
Hiy  stomach,  .pleasure,  and  thy  golden  sleep*? 
Why  dost  thou  bend  thine  eyes  upon  the  earth ; 
And  start  so  often  when  thou  sit'st  alone  ? 
Why  hast  thou  lost  the  fresh  blood  in  thy  cheeks ; 
And  given  my  treasures,  and  my  rights  of  thee. 
To  tMck-ey'd  musing,  and  curs'd  melancholy? 
In  thy  faint  slumbers,  I  by  thee  have  watch'd. 
And  heard  thee  murmur  tales  of  iron  wars : 
Speak  terms  of  manage  to  thy  bounding  steed ;  . 
Cry,  Courage  ! — to  the  yield!  And  thou  hast  i«dk'd 
Of  sallies,  and  retures^ ;  of  trenches,  tents, 

*  Shakspeare  either  Biistook  the  name  of  Hotspnr*8  wife  (whieh 
wa»not  Katherine  but  ElizabetK),  or  else  desiguedlj  changed  it, 
out  of  the  remarkable  fondness  be  seems  to  have  bad  for  the 
name  of  Kate.   Hall  and  Holinsbed  call  her  erroneously  EUnor. 

^  In  King  Richard  III.  we  have  *  Uaien  slumber.'  In  Virgil 
*  ftrrens  sommts.'  Homer  terms  sleep  hraztmt  or,  more  strictly, 
tofper,  xclKkioq  vtvoq. 

•  Jietires  are  retreats.  So  in  Holinsbed,  p.  960; — '--  the 
Frenchmen's  flight,  for  manie  so  termed  their,  sudden  retire.* 
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Of  palisadoes,  frontiers  "^^  parapets ; 

Of  basilisks  ^,  of  cannon,  culverin ; 

Of  pisoners'  ransom,  and  of  soldiers  slaip. 

And  all  the*  currents^  of  a  heady  fight. 

Thy  spiiit  within  .thee  hath  been  so  at  war. 

And  thus  hath  so  bestirr'd  thee  in  thy  sleep. 

That' beads  of  sweat  have  stood  upon  thy, brow. 

Like  bubbles  in  a  late-disturbed  stream : 

And  in  thy  face  strange  motions  have  appear'd. 

Such  as  we  see  when  men  restrain  their  breath 

On  some  great  sudden  haste.    O,  what  portents  are 

these? 
Some  heavy  business  hath  my  lord  in  hand. 
And  I  must  know  it,  else  he  loves  me  not. 

Hot.  What,  ho !  is  Gilliams  with  the  packet  gone  ? 

Enter  Servant. 

Serv.  He 'is,  my  lord,  an  hour  ago. 

Hot,  Hath  Butler  brought  those  horses  from  the 

sheriff? 
Serv,  One  horse,  my  lord,  he  brought  even  now. 
Hot.  What  horse?  a  roan,  a  crop-ear,  is  it  not? 
Serv.  It  is,  my  lord. 
Hoi.  That  roan  shall  be  my  throne. 

^  Frontiers  formerly  meant  not  only  the  bounds  of  different 
territories,  but  also  the  forts  built  along  or  near  those  limits. 
Thus  in  Ires's  Practice  of  Fortification,  1589 : — '  A  forte  not 
placed  where  it  were  needful,  might  skantly  be  accounted  for 
frontier.*  Florio  interprets  '  frontiera,  a  frontire  or  bounding 
place  ;  also  a  skoncCy  a  bastion,  a  defencBf  a  trenchy  or  block-house 
upon  or  about  confines  or  borders.'  Vide  note  on  Act  i.  Sc.  S, 
p.  136.  In  Notes  from  Blackfryers,  by  H.Titzgeoffrey,  1617  :— 
*  He'll  tell  of  basUishSy  trenches,  and  retires. 
Of  palisadoes,  parapets, /ron^ier^.' 

^  Basilisks  are  a  species  of  ordnance,  probably  so  named  fr<HB 
the  imaginary  serpent  or  dragon,  with  figures  of  which  it  was 
ordinary  to  ornament  great  guns, 

•  Occurrences. 
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Well,  I  will  back  Imii  «timight:  O  espSrtiHee^^I— 
Bid  Butter  lead  him  forth  into  the  pake. 

[Exit  Servant. 

Lady.  But  hear  you,  my  lord. 

J3irf.  What  say'st  ibou,  my  lady? 

Lady.  What  is  it  carries  you  away  ? 

Hoi.  Why,  my  horse,  my  love,  my  horse. 

Lady.  Out,  you  mad-beaded  ape ! 
A  weasel  hath  not  such  a  deal  of  spleen  ^^, 
As  you  are  toss'd  with,     in  ^aith, 
I'll  know  your  business,  Harry,  that  I  will. 
I  fear,  my  brother  Mortimer  doth  stir 
About  his  title;  and  hath  sent  for  you. 
To  line  **  his  enterprise :  But  if  you  go >- 

Hot.  So  far  afoot,  I  shall  be  weary,  love. 

Lady.  Come,  come,  you  paraquito,  answer  me 
Direcdy  to  this  question  l^t  I  ask. 
In  faith,  I'll  break  thy  little  finger,  Harry, 
An  if  thou  wilt  not  tell  me  all  things  true. 

Mot.  Away, 
Away,  you  trifler ! — ^Lore?  I  love  thee  not, 
I  care  not  for  thee,  Kate :  this  is  no  world. 
To  {^y  with  mammets  ^^,  and  to  tilt  with  lips : 

>•  The  motto  of  the  Percy  fj^mily. 
"  So  in  Cjmbeline  we  hare : — 

<  As  quarreUouM  as  the  weasel.' 
•*  i.  e.  to  atreftgikm.     So  in  Macbeth : — 

*^ did  line  the  rebel 

With  hidden  help  and  yaatage.' 
"  Mammets  were  puppets  or  doUsy  here  osed  by  Shakspeare 
for  Kfemude  plaything ;  a  diminutive  of  f»«m.  *  Qnasi  dicat  par- 
vam  matrem,  sea  matronal  am.' — '  Icuncalae,  mammets  or  pnppets 
that  goe  by  devises  of  wyer  or  strings,  a9  though  thoy  had  life 
and  moying.'  Junius' s  Nomenclatorf  by  Fleming,  1685. — Mr.  Gif- 
foffd  has  thrown  out  a  conjecture  about  the  meaning  of  mmmmets 
from  the  Italia*  mammetta,  which  signified  n  bosom  as  well  as  a 
yomttg  wench.  See  6en  Jonson's  Works,  vol.  v.  p.  66.  I  have 
■•t  found  the  word  used  in  English  in  that  sense ;  but  mammet, 
for  a  oi^^t  or  dressed  up  Hving  dott  is  common  enough. 
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We  must  have  bloody  noses,  and  crack'd  crowns. 
And  pass  them  current  too. — Gods  me,  my  horse! — 
What  say'st  thou,  Kate?  what  would'st  thou  have 
with  me  ? 

Lady.   Do  you  not  love  me?  do  you  not  indeed? 
Well,  do  not  then;  for  since  you  love  me  not, 
I  will  not  love  myself.     Do  you  not  love  me  ? 
Nay,  tell  me,  if  you  speak  in  jest,  or  no. 

Hot.  Come,  wilt  thou  see  me  ride  ? 
And  when  I  am  o'horseback,  I  will  swear 
I  love  thee  infinitely.     Biit  hark  you.  Rate; 
I  must  not  have  you  henceforth  question  me 
Whither  I  go,  nor  reason  whereabout : 
Whither  I  must,  I  must;  and,  to  conclude. 
This  evening  must  I  leave  you,  gentle  Rate. 
I  know  you  wise ;  but  yet  no  further  wise. 
Than  Harry  Percy's  wife:  constant  you  are; 
But  yet  a  woman :  and  for  secrecy, 
No  lady  closer;  for  I  well  believe, 
Thou  wilt  not  utter  what  thou  dost  not  know ; 
And  so  far  will  I  trust  thee,  gentle  Kate  I 

Lady.  How!  so  far? 

Hot.  Not  an  inch  further.    But  hark  you,  Rate? 
*  Whither  I  go,  thither  shall  you  go  too ; 
To-day  will  I  set  forth,  to-morrow  you. — 
Will  this  content  you.  Rate  ? 

Lady.  It  must,  of  force. 

SCENE  IV. 

Eastcheap^.    A  Room  in  the  Boar's  Head  Tavern, 
Enter  Prince  Henry  and  Poins. 
P.  Hen.    Ned,  pr'ythee,   come  out  of  that  fai 
room,  and  lend  me  thy  hand  to  laugh  a  little. 

>  EastcJuap  is  selected  with  propriety  for  the  scene  of  the 
prince's  nien:y  meetings,  as  it  was  near  his  own  residence ;  a 
mansion  called  Cold  Harbour  (near  All  Hallows  Cbnrcb,  V]^' 
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Paims.  Where  hast  been,  Hal? 

P,  Hen*  With  three  or  four  loggerheads,  amongst 
three  or  four  score  hogsheads.  I  have  sounded  the 
yery  base  string  of  humility.  Sirrah,  I  am  sworn 
brother  to  a  leash  of  drawers ;  and  can  call  them 
all  by  their  Christian  names,  as — Tom,  Dick,  and 
Francis.  They  take  it  already  upon  their  salvation, 
that,  though  I  be  but  prince  of  Wales,  yet  I  am  the 
idng  of  courtesy ;  and  tell  me  flatly  I  am  no  proud 
Jack,  like  Fabtaff;  but  a  Corinthian^,  a  lad  of 
mettle,  a  good  boy^ — by  the  Lord,  so  they  call  me; 
and  when  I  am  king  of  England,  I  shall  command 
all  the  good  lads  in  Eastcheap.  They  call — drink- 
ing deep,  dying  scarlet :  and  when  you  breathe  in 
your  watering,  they  ery — hem !  and  bid  you  play 
it  off*. — ^To  conclude,  I  am  so  good  a  proficient  in 

Thames  Street),  was  granted  to  Henry  prince  of  "Wales.  11  Henry 
IV.  1410.  Rymer.  yol,  viii.  p.  628.  In  the  old  anonymous  play 
of  King  Henry  V.  Eattche(^  is  the  place  where  Henry  and  his 
companions  meet : — '  Hen,  V.  You  know  the  old  tavern  in  East- 
cheap;  there  is  good  wine.'  Shakspeare  has  hung  up  a  sign 
for  them  that  he  saw  daily ;  for  the  Boar's  Head  tavern  was 
Terynear  Blackfriars'  Playhouse. — Stowe's  Survey. 

Sir  John  Falstaff  was  in  his  lifetime  a  considerable  benefactor 
to  Magdalen  College,  Oxford ;  and  though  the  College  cannot 
gire  the  particulars  at  large,  the  Boards  Head  in  Southwarh,  and 
Caldecot  Manor  in  Suffolk  were  part  of  the  lands,  &o.  he  be- 
stowed. 

'  A  Corinthian  was  a  wencher,  a  debauchee.  The  fame  of  Co- 
rinth, as  a  place  of  resort  for  loose  women,  was  not  yet  extincL 
Thns  Milton,  in  his  Apology  for  Smectynmus :  — '  Ajid  raps  up, 
without  pity,  the  sage  and  rheumatic  old  prelatess  with  all  her 
joong  Corinthian  laity.' 

'  Mr.  Gifford  has  shown  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  filthy 
interpretation  of  this  passage  which  Steevens  chose  to  give. 
*  To  breathe  in  your  watering  is  *  to  stop  and  take  breath  when 
joa  are  drinking.'  Thus  in  the  old  MS.  play  of  Timon  of  Athens, 
cited  by  Steevens : — 

* we  also  do  enact 

That  all  hold  up  their  heads  and  laugh  aloud. 

Drink  much  at  one  draught ;  breathe  not  in  their  drink. 

That  none  go  out  to .' 

So  in  Rowland's  Letting  of  Humours  Blood  in  the  Head  Vaine, 
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one  quarter  of  an  hour^  that  I  can  drink  wi^  any 
tinker  in  his  own  language  during  my  life.  I  tell  thee, 
Ned,  thou  hast  lost  much  honour,  that  thou  wert 
not  with  me  in  this  action.  But,  sweet  Ned, — to 
sweeten  which  name  of  Ned,  I  give  thee  this  penny- 
worth of  sugar  ^,  clapped  even  now  in  my  hand  hy 
an  under-skinker^;  one  that  never  spake  other 
English  in  his  life,  than — Eiffht  shiUings  mnd  six* 
pence t  and — Yen  are  welcome;  with  this  ^urill  ad- 
dition ,—-iln(m,  aium^  sir!  Score  a  pint  of  bastard 
in  the  Half-moon,  or  so.  But,  Ned,  to  drive  away 
the  time  till  Falstaff  come,  I  pr'ytfaee,  do  thou  stand 
in  some  by-room,  while  I  question  my  puify  drawer, 
to  what  end  he  gave  me  the  sugar;  an<}  do  thou 
never  leave  calling — Francis,  that  his  tale  to  me 
may  be  nothing  but — anon.  Step  aside,  and  I'B 
show  thee  a  precedent. 

Poins,  Francis! 

P.  Hen,  Thou  art  perfect 

Poins.  Francis!  [Exit Foivs^ 

1600,  a  passage  first  pointed  out  by  Sir  W.  Scott  in  his  edition 
of  those  rare  satires  :— 

'  Will  is  a  right  good  fellow  by  this  drinke, 
•        •••••• 

Shall  look  into  your  water  well  enough. 

And  hath  an  eye  thai  no  man  leases  a  snoffe ; 

A  pox  of  piece-meal  drinking,  William  says. 

Play  it  awajfy  we'll  hare  no  stoppes  and  stayes ; 

Blown  drinke  is  odious ;  what  man  can  digest  it  ? 

No  faithfiil  drunkard  but  he  should  detest  it.' 
Thus  also  in  Peacham's  Compleat  Crentleman,  p.  194 : — '  If  he 
dranke  off  his  cups  cleanely,  took  not  his  wind  in  his  draughtf 
spit  not,  left  nothing  in  the  pot,  nor  spilt  any  upon  the  ground, 
he  had  the  prize,'  &c. 

*  It  appears  from  two  passages  cited  by  Steeyens  that  the 
drawers  kept  sugar  folded  up  in  paper,  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
those  who  called  for  sack. 

^  An  tmderskinkw  is  n  tapster,  an  umdtr-drmotr.  Skink  is 
drink,  liquor;  from  scene,  drink,  Sasion. 
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Enter  Francis. 

Fran.  Anon,  anon,  sir.  Look  down  into  the 
Pomegranate,  Ralph. 

P.  Hen.  Come  hither,  Francis. 

Fran.  My  lord. 

P.  Hen.  How  long  hast  thou  to  serve,  Francis  ? 

Fran.  Forsooth,  G^e  year,  and  as  much  as  to~^ 

Poins.  [Within.]  Francis! 

Fran.  Anon,  anon,  sir ! 

P.  Hen.  Five  years !  by'rlady,  a  long  lease  for 
^^  clinking  of  pewter.  But,  Francis,  darest  thou 
be  so  valiant,  as  to  play  the  coward  with  thy  inden- 
ture, and  to  show  it  a  fair  pair  of  heels,  and ,  run 
from  it? 

Fran.  O  lord,  sir!  Ill  be  sworn  upon  all  Ihe 
books  in  England,  I  could  find  in  my  heart — 

Pains.  [Within.]  Francis! 

Fran.  Anon,  anon,  sir. 

P»  Hen.  How  old  art  thou,  Francis  ? 

Fran.  Let  me  see, — About  Michaelmas  next  I 
shall  be— 

Pains.  [Within.]  Francis! 

Fran.  Anon,  sir. — Pray  you,  stay  a  litde,  my 
lord.. 

P.  Hen.  Nay,  but  hark  you,  Francis :  For  the 
wgar  thou  gavest  me, — 'twas  a  pennyworth,  was't 
not? 

Fran.  O  lord,  sir !  I  would  it  had  been  two. 

P.  Hen.  I  will  give  thee  for  it  a  thousand  pound: 
ask  me  when  thou  wilt,  and  thou  shalt  have  it 

Poins.  [Within.]  Francis! 

Fran.  Anon,  anon. 

P. Hen.  Anon,  Francis?  No,  Francis:  but  to- 
morrow, Francis;  or,  Francis,  on  Thursday;  oc, 
indeed,  Francis,  when  thou  wilt.    But,  Francis, — 
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Fran.  My  lord? 

P.  Hen,  Wilt  thou  rob  this  leal^ern-jerkin  ^,  crys- 
tal-button, nott-pated^,  agate^riag,  puke-stoekiBg^ 
caddis- garter^,  smooth-tongue,  Bpanish-pou^, — 

Fran,  O  lord,  sir,  who  do  you  mean? 

P,  Hen,  Why  then,  your  browu  bastard  ^^  is  your 
only  drink :  for,  look  you,  Francb,  your  white  can- 
yass  doublet  will  suUy :  in  Baibary,  sir,  it  omnot 
come  to  so  much. 

Fran.  What,  sir? 

Poms,  [Witinn.]  Francis! 

P.  Hen.  Away,  you  rogue;  Dost  thou  uot  hear 
them  call  ? 

[Here  the^  both  call  him  ;  the  Drawer  standi 
amazed,  not  knowing  which  way  to  go. 

•  The  prince  intends  to  ask  the  drawer  whether  he  will  roh 
his  master,  whom  he  denotes  b  j  these  contemptuous  distinctions. 

'  Nott-pated  is  ahornrpatedy  or  cropped;  haring  the  hair  cat 
close.     Chaucer's  Yeman  is  thos  described :-~ 

'  A  nott^head  had  be,  witli  a  brown  Fisage.' 
*  Tonsus  homo,*  a  man  rounded,  polled,  or  nottedJ — Cooper' t  Diet. 
The  word  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  knot,  which  means  the 
same. 

^  Puke-stockings  are  dark-colomnd  ttoekm^.  Puke  ui  a  colour 
between  russet  and  black ;  pulius,  Lat.  according  to  the  dicti- 
onaries. By  the  receipt  for  dyeing  it,  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
dark  gray  or  slate  colour. 

'  Caddis  was  probably  a  kind  of  ferret  ok  worMed.  Iaee»  A 
■light  kind  of  serge  still  bears  the  name  of  cadis  in  France.  la 
Glapthome's  Wit' in  a  Constable  we  are  told  of  'footmen  in 
caddis,*  Garters  being  formerly  worn  in  sight  were  often  of 
rich  materials;  to  wear  a  coarse  cheap  sort  was  therefore  re- 
proachful. 

*®  A  kind  of  sweet  Spanish  wine,  of  which  there  were  two 
sorts,  brown  and  white.  Baret  says  that  '  bastarde  is  muscadel, 
sweete  witte,  mulsum.'  Bastard  wines  are  said  to  be  Sptmiah  mimes 
in  general,  by  Olans  A^agnus.  He  speaks  of  them  with  almost 
as  much  enthusiasm  as  Falstaff  does  of  sack,  and  concludes  by 
saying,  '  Nullum  vinum  majoris  pretii  est,  quam  hastardumt  ob 
dolcedinis  nobiliUtem.'— Il<  Gent.  Septent.  p.  ftSl. 
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Enter  Vintner. 

Vint.  What!  stand'st  thou  still,  and  hear'st  such 
a  calling?  Look  to  the  guests  within.  [JSrtY  Fran.] 
My  lord,  old  Sir  John,  with  half  a  dozen  more,  are 
at  tike  door ;  Shall  I  let  them  in ! 

P.  Hen,  Let  them  alone  awhile,  and  then  open 
Ae  door.  [Exit  Vmtner.]  Poins ! 

Re-^nier  P01N8. 

Poins.  Anon,  Mion,  sir. 

P.  Hen.  Sirrah,  Fdstaff  and  the  rest  of  the  thieves 
are  at  the  ^oor ;  Sliall  we  be  merry  ? 

Poins.  As  merry  as  crickets,  my  lad.  But  hark 
ye;-  What  cunning  maitch  have  you  made  with  this 
jest  of  the  drawer  ?  come,  what's  the  issue  ? 

P.  Hen.  I  am  now  of  all  humours,  that  have 
show'd  lliemselyes  humours,  since  the  old  days  of 
good  man  Adam,  to  the  pnpil  age  of  this  present 
twelve  o'clock  at  midnigbt.  [Re-enter  Francis 
with  wine.']    What's  o'clock,  Francis  ? 

Frofu  Anon,  anon,  sir. 

P.  Hen.  That  ever  this  fellow  should  h»re  fewer 
words  than  a  parrot,  and  yet  the  son  of  a  woman ! — 
His  industry  is — up-stairs,  and  down-stairs;  his 
tloquence,  the  parcel  of  a  reckoning.  I  am  net  yet 
of  Percys  mind,  the  Hotspur  of  ttie  north :  he  tiliat 
kills  me  some  six  or  seven  dozen  of  Scots  at  a 
breakfast,  washes  his  bancb,  and  says  to  his  wife^ — 
Fye  upon  this  quiet  life  !  I  want  work.  O  my  sweet 
Harry f  says  she,  how  many  hast  thou  hilled  to-day  ? 
Give  my  roan  horse  a  drent^  says  he;  and  answers* 
Some  fourteen^  an  hour  after;  a  trifle,  a  trifle.  I 
pr'ytbee,  call  in  Falstaff;  I'll  play  Percy,  and  that 
damned  brawn  shall  play  dame  Mortimer  his  wife. 
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Rivo^^,  says  the  drunkard.  Call  in* ribs,  call  in 
tallow. 

Enter  Falstaff,  Gadshill,  Bardolph, 
and  Peto. 

Poins.  Welcome,  Jack.   Where  hast  thou  been? 

Fah  A  plague  of  all  cowards,  I  say,  and  a  ven- 
geance too !  marry,  and  amen ! — Give  me  a  cup  of 
sack,  boy. — Ere  I  lead  this  life  long,  I'll  sew  nether- 
stocks^^,  and  mend  them,  and  foot  them  too.  A 
plague  of  all  cowards ! — Give  me  a  cup  of  sack, 
rogue. — Is  there  no  virtue  extant?  [He  drinks, 

P,  Hen.  Didst  thou  never  see  Titan  kiss  a  dish 
of  butter?  pitiful-hearted  butter,  that  melted  at  the 
sweet  tale  of  the  sun^^ !  if  thou  didst,  then  behold 
that  compound. 

Fal.  You  rogue,  here's  lime  ^*  in  this  sack  too : 
There  is  nothing  but  roguery  to  be  found  in  villain- 

"  Of  this  exclamation,  which  was  frequently  used  in  Baccht- 
nalian  rerelrj,  the  origin  or  deriyation  has  not  been  diseorered. 

*^  Stockings. 

*^  '  Didst  thon  ever  see  Titan  kiss  a  dish  of  batter?*  allades 
to  Falstaff's  entering  in  a  great  heat,  melting  with  the  motion, 
like  batter  with  the  heat  of  the  san.  '  Pitifid  hearted*  is  used 
in  the  sense  which  Cotgraye  gives  to  '  misericordieuXf  mercifa], 
pitifulf  compassiona^f  tender  J  Theobald  reads  'pitiful  hearted 
butter/  which  is  countenanced  by  none  of  the  old  copies,  but 
affords  a  clear  sense.  Malone  and  Steerens  hare  each  given  a 
reading,  founded  upon  the  quarto  of  1598,  which  has  '  at 

the  sweet  tale  of  the  somnes  :*  but  they  differ  in  their  explana- 
tions of  the  passage.  Their  arguments  are  too  long  for  this 
place,  and  are  the  less  necessary  as  I  do  not  adopt  the  readings 
upon  which  they  are  founded.  Bishop  Earle,  in  his  Mioro€0*- 
mography,  giving  the  character  of  a  pot  poet,  says,  '  His  fre- 
quentest  works  go  out  in  single  sheets,  and  are  chaunted  from 
market  to  market  to  a  yile  tune  and  a  worse  throat ;  Whilst  the 
poor  country  wench  melts  like  butter  to  hear  them.' 

^*  Eliot,  in  his  Orthoepia,  1593,  speaking  of  Mdb  and  rkemsk, 
says,  <  The  yintners  of  London  put  in  lime ;  and  thenee  proceed 
infinite  maladies,  specially  the  goutes.' 
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ous  man:  Yet  a  coward  is  worse  than  a  cup  of 
sack  with  lime  in  it ;  a  villanous  coward. — Go  thy 
ways,  old  Jack;  die  when  thou  wilt,  if  manhood, 
good  manhood,  he  not  forgot  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  then  am  I  a  shotten  herring.  There  live  not 
three  good  men  unhanged  in  England;  and  one  of 
them  is  fat,  and  grows  old :  God  help  the  while ! 
a  bad  world,  I  say!  I  would,  I  were  a  weaver;  I 
could  sing  psalms  or  any  thing  ^^:  A  plague  of  all 
cowards,  I  say  still. 

P.  Hen.  How  now,  wool-sack  ?  what  mutter  you  ? 

Fal.  A  king's  son !  If  I  do  not  beat  thee  out  of 
thy  kingdom  with  a  dagger  of  lath  ^^,  and  drive  all 
diy  subjects  afore  thee  like  a  flock  of  wild  geese, 
I'll  never  wear  hair  on  my  face  more.  You  prince 
of  Wales ! 

P.  Hen.  Why,  you  whoreson  round  man !  what's 
the  matter? 

Fal.  Are  you  not  a  coward  ?  answer  me  to  that ; 
and  Poins  there  ? 

Poms.  'Zounds,  ye  fat  paunch,  an  ye  call  me 
cowafd,  I'll  stab  thee. 

Fal.  I  call  thee  coward!   I'll  see  thee  damned 

'*  TEis  is  the  reading  of  the  first  qnarto,  1598.  The  folio 
reads  '  I  conld  sing  all  manner  of  songs.'  The  passage  was 
|m>bmbl J  altered  to  aroid  the  penidtj  of  the  statute,  3  Jao.  I. 
e;Kxi.  Weavers  are  mentioned  a»  lovers  of  music  in  the  Twelfth 
Night.  The  protestants  who  fled  from  the  persecutions  of  the 
duke  of  Alva  were  mostly  voeamrsy  and,  being  Calvinists,  were 
distinguished  for  their  love  of  psalmody.  Weavers  were  sup- 
posed to  be  generally  good  singers :  their  trade  being  sedentary, 
they  bad  an  opportunity  of  practising,  and  sometimes  in  parts, 
while  they  were  at  work. 

"*  A  dagger  of  lath  is  the  weapon  given  to  the  Vice  in  the  Old 
Moralities*  In  the  second  part  of  this  play  Falstaff  calls  Shal- 
low m  Vic^9  dagger.     So  in  Twelfth  Night,  Act  iv.  Sc.  2  ;— 

'  In  a  trice,  like  to  the  old  Vice, 

Your  need  to  sustain. 

Who  with  dagger  of  lath,'  &c. 

VOL.  V.  Q 
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ere  I  eaM  thee  ceward :  but  I  would  give  a  thousmiid 
poand,  I  could  ran  ms  fa§t  as  thou  canst.  You  are 
straight  enough  in  the  shoulders,  you  care  not  who 
sees  your  back:  Call  you  that  backing  <yf  your 
friendi?  A  plague  upon  such  bacldiig!  give  me 
them  that  wiU  fiftce  me. — Give  me  a  cup  of  sack : — 
I  aai  a  rogue,  if  I  drunk  to-day. 

Pw  Hen,  O  villain,  thy  lips  are  scarce  w^>ed  ance 
thou  drunk'st  last. 

Fal.  All's  one  for  that.  A  plague  of  all  cowards, 
stfllsayl.  [He  drinks. 

P.  Hem.  Whafs  the  matter? 

Fal  What's  the  matter?  there  be  four  of  us  here 
have  ta'en  a  thousand  pound  this  morning. 

P.  Hen.  Where  is  it.  Jack?  where  is  it  ? 

Fal.  Where  is  it?  taken  from  us  it  is :  a  hmdred 
upon  poor  four  of  us. 

P.  Hen.  What,  a  hundred,  man  ? 

Fal.  I  am  a  rogue,  if  I  were  not  at  half-sword 
with  a  dozen  of  them  two  hours  together.  I  have 
'scap'd  by  miracle.  I  am  eight  times  thrust  through 
the  doublet;  four,  through  the  hose;  my  buckler 
cut  through  and  through  ^^ ;  my  sword  hacked  like 
a  hand-saw,  ecce  signum.  I  nev^r  dealt  better  since 
I  was  a  man :  all  would  not  do.  A  plague  of  all 
cowards ! — Let  them  speak ;  if  they  speak  more  or 
less  than  truth,  they  are  villains,  and  the  sons  of 
darkness. 

P.  Hen.  Speak,  sirs;  how  was  it ? 

^  It  appears  from  the  old  comedj  of  The  Two  Angry  Wonen 
of  Abingdon  (1599)  that  this  method  of  defence  and  fight  was 
then  going  ont  of  fashion : — *  I  see  by  tlys  dearth  of  good  swords 
that  tword  and  buckler  fight  begins  to  grow  ont.  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  I  shall  never  «ee  good  mai^ood  again.  If  it  be  once  goae, 
this  poking  fight  of  i«pier  and  dagger  will  oome  np  then :  then 
a  tall  man  and  a  good  sword-and-budder-nan  will  be  spitted  like 
a  cat  or  a  coney :  then  a  boj  will  be  as  good  as  a  man/  &c. 
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Gadi.  We  four  set  npon  some  dozen, 

FaL  Sixteea,  at  least,  my  lord. 

Gad$.  And  bound  them. 

Peto.  No,  no,  they  were  not  bound. 

FaL  You  rogue,  Uiey  were  bound,  every  man  of 
them;  or  I  am  a  Jew  eke,  an  £brew  Jew  ^. 

Gadi.  As  we  were  sharing,  some  six  or  seven 
fresh  men  set  upon  us, 

Fal.  And  unbound  the  rest,  and  then  come  in 
the  other. 

P.  Hen.  What,  fought  ye  with  them  aU? 

FaL  Ail?  I  know  not  what  ye  call,  all;  but  if 
I  fought  not  with  fifty  of  them,  I  am  a  buneh  of 
radish :  if  there  were  not  two  or  three  and  fifty  upon 
poor  old  Jack,  flien  I  am  no  two-legged  creature. 

Point.  'Pray  God,  you  have  not  murdered  some 
of  them. 

Fai.  Nay,  thafs  past  praying  for:  for  I  have 
peppered  two  of  theni :  two,  I  am  sure,  I  have  paid ; 
two  rogues  in  buckram  suits.  I  tdl  thee  what, 
Hal, — ^if  I  tell  thee  a  lie,  spit  in  my  face,  call  me 
borse.  Thou  knowest  my  old  ward ; — here  I  lay, 
tad  thus  I  bore  my  point.  Four  rogues  in  buckram 
let  drive  at  me, 

P. Hen.  What,  four?  thou  saidst  but  two,  even 
now. 

FaL  Four,  Hal ;  I  told  thee  four. 

Poms.  Ay,  ay,  he  said  four. 

FaL  These  tour  came  all  a-front,  and  mainly 
thrust  at  me.  I  made  me  no  more  ado,  but  took 
all  their  seven  points  in  my  target,  thus. 

P.  Hen.  Seven  ?  why,  there  were  but  four,  even 
now. 

FaL  In  buckram. 

"  So  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona :— *  Thon  art  an  H^- 
6re»,  a  /eir,  and  not  worth  the  name  of  a  Christian.' 
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Pains*.  Ay,  four,  in  buckram  suits* 

Fal,  Seven,  by  tlies^  bilts,  or  I  am  a  villain  eke. 

P.  Hen.  Pr'ythee,  let  him  alone ;  we  shall  have 
more  anon. 

Fal,  Dost  thou  hear  me,  Hal? 

P.  Hen.  Ay,  and  mark  thee  too,  Jack. 

Fal.  Do  so,  for  it  is  worth  the  listening  Uk  These 
nine  in  buckram,  that  I  told  thee  of, 

P.  Hen.  So,  two  more  already. 

Fal.  Their  points  being  broken, * 

Poins.  Down  fell  their  hose  ^^. 

Pa/.  Began  to  give  me  ground :  But  I  followed 
m6  close,  came  in  foot  and  hand;  and,  with  a  thought, 
seven  of  the  eleven^  I  paid. 

P.  Hen.  O  monstrous !  eleven  buckram  men  grown 
out  of  two ! 

Fal.  But,  as  the  devii  would  have  it,  three  mis^ 
begotten  knaves,  in  Kendal^  green,  came  at  my 
back,  and  let  drive  at  me ; — fo^  it  was  so  dark,  Hal» 
that  thou  could'stnot  8e^  thy  hand. 

P.  Hen.  These  lies  are  like  the  father  that  begets 
them;  gross  as  a  mountain,  open,  palpable.  Why, 
thou  day-brained  guts ;  thou  knotty^pated  fool;  thoo 
whoreson,  obscene,  greasy  tallow-keech  ^^, — -^ 

**  The  same  jest  has  already  occarred  in  Twelfth  Night, 
Act  i.  Sc.  6.  To  understand  it,  the  double  meaning  of  point  mast 
be  remembered,  which  signifies  a  tagged  laee  ase4  by  our  an- 
cestors to  fasten  their  garments,  as  well  as  the  sjiarp  end  of  a 
weapon.  So  in  Sir  Giles  Groosecap,  a  comedy,  1606 : — '  Help  me 
to  truss  my  points,* — *  I  had  rather  see  your  hose  about  your 
heels  than  I  would  help  jou  to  truss  a  poin^ 

^  Kendal  Green  was  the  Uvery  of  Robert  earl  of  Huntingdon 
and  his  followers,  when  in  a  state  of  outlawry,  under  the  name 
of  Robin  Hood  and  his  men.  The  colour  took  its  name  from 
Kendal,  in  Westmoreland,  formerly  celebrated  for  its  cloth  dmh 
nufacture.  Green  still  continues  the  colour  of  woodmen  and 
gamekeepers. 

^1  A  keech  is  a  round  lump  of  fat,  rolled  up  by  the  butcher  in 
order  to  be  carried  to  the  chandler,  and  in  its  form  i-esembies 
the  rotundity  of  a  fat  man's  belly.  The  old  editions  read  catch. 
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FoL  What,  art  tkoa  nad?  art  thou  mad?  is  not 
the  troth,  tbe  truth? 

P.  Bm^  Why,  how  could'stthou  know  these  men 
in  Kendal  green,  when  it  was  so  dark  thou  could'st 
not  see  thy  hand  ?  come  tell  us  your  reason ;  What 
gayest  thou  to  Ihis  ? 

Pdim^.  Come,  your  reason.  Jack,  your  r^Mon. 

Fal.  What,  upon  c<»apulsioB?  No;  were  I  at 
the  strappado^,  or  all  tibe  racks  in  the  world,  I 
would  not  tell  you  on  compulsion.  Give  you  a 
reason  on  compulsion !  if  reasons  were  as  plenty  as 
blackberries,  I  would  give  no  man  a  reason  upon 
compulsion,  I. 

P.  Hen,  I'll  be  no  longer  guilty  of  this  sin :  <his 
sanguine  coward,  this  bed-presser,  tlas  horse-back- 
breaker,  this  huge  hill  of  flesh ;'  " 

FuL  Away,  you  star^^ing,  you  elf-skin  ^^,  you 
dried  neats-tongue,  bull's  pi«zle,  you  stock-fish, — - 
0,  for  breath  to  utter  what  is  like  thee ! — ^you  tai- 
lor's yard,  you  shealh,  you  bow-oase,  you  vile  stand- 
ing tuck ; — — 

P.  Hen.  Well,  breathe  awhile,  and  then  to  it 
again:  and  when  thou  hast  tired  thyself  in  base' 
comparisons,  hear  me  speak  but  this. 

Peim.  Mark,  Jack. 

P.  Hen.  We  two  saw  you  four  set  on  four ;  you 

^  The  strupp^do  was  a  dreadfiil  pnnisluneiit  kflioted  on  ao^ 
diers  and  criminals,  by  drawing  them  np  on  high  with  their 
Hrrns  tied  backward.  Kandle  Holme  says  that  they  were  sud- 
denly let  fall  half  way  with  a  jerk,  which  not  only  broke  the 
amw  \mi  shook  all  the  joints  out  of  joint.  He  ddds,  which 
ponishment  it  is  better  to  be  banged  than  for  a  man  to  undergo. 
Academy  of  Amu  and  Blazon,  b.  iii.  p.  310. 

^  It  has  been  proposed  to  retid  ee2-5Jbin,  with  great  plausibi- 
lity. Shakspeare  had  historieal  authority  for  the  \mnness  of  the 
prince.  Stowe,  speakingof  him, says,  'He  exceeded  Uie  mean 
•tatore  of  men,  his  neck  loi|g,  body  stender  and  lean,  and  his 
bones  small,'  &c. 
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bound  tkem^aDd  were  masters  of  their  wealth.- 


Mark  now,  how  plain  a  tale  shall  put  you  down.-— > 
Then  did  we  two  set  on  you  four :  and,  with  a  word 
out-faced  you  from  your  prize,  and  have  it;  yea, 
and  can  show  it  you  here  in  the  house : — and,  Fal- 
staff,  you  carried  your  guts  away  as  nimbly,  with 
as  quick  dexterity,  and  roared  for  mercy,  and  still 
ran  and  roared,  as  ever  I  heard  bull-calf.  What  a 
sla^e  art  thou,  to  hack  thy  sword  as  thou  hast  done ; 
and  then  say,  it  was  in  fight?  What  trick,  what 
device,  what  starting-hole,  canst  thou  now  find  out 
to  hide  thee  from  this  open  and  apparent  shame  ? 

Poins.  Come  let's  hear,  Jack ;  What  trick  hast 
thou  now? 

FaL  By  the  Lord,  I  knew  ye,  as  well  as  he  that 
made  ye.  Why,  hear  ye,  my  masters :  Was  it  for 
me  to  kill  the  heir  apparent?  Should  I  turn  upon 
the  true  prince?  Why,  Uiou  knowest,  I  am  as  valiant 
as  Hercules :  but  beware  instinct ;  the  lion  will  not 
touch  the  true  prince.  Instinct  is  a  great  matter; 
I  was  a  coward  on  instinct.  I  shall  think  the  better 
of  myself  and  thee,  during  my  life;  I,  for  a  valiant 
lion,  and  thou  for  a  true  prince.  But,  by  the  Lord, 
lads,  I  am  glad  you  have  the  money.— —-Hostess, 
clap  to  the  doors ;  watch  to-night,  pray  to-morrow. 
— Gallants,  lads,  boys,  hearts  of  gold,  all  the  titles 
of  good  fellowship  come  to  you !  What,  shall  we 
be  merry  ?  shall  we  have  a  play  extempore  ? 

P.  Hen.  Content;T-and  the  argument  shall  be, 
thy  running  away. 

Fal  Ah !  no  mdre  of  that,  Hal,  an  thou  lovest  me. 

Enter  Hostess. 
Host.  My  lord  the  prince,- 


P.  Hen,  How  now,  my  lady  the  hostess  ?  what 
say'st  thou  to  me  ? 
Host.  Marry,  my  lord,  there  is  a  nobleman  of  the 
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court  at  door,  wofuld  speak  with  you :  he  says,  he 
comes  from  your  father. 

P.  Hen.  Give  him  as  much  as  will  make  him  a 
royal  man^^,  and  send  him  back  again  to  my  mo*- 
ther. 

Fal,  What  manner  of  man  is  he  ? 

Host,  An  old  man. 

FaL  What  doth  gravity  out  of  his  bed  at  mid- 
night?— Shall  I  give  him  his  answer? 

P.  Hen,  T^r'ythee,  do.  Jack. 

Fal,  'Faith,  and  I'll  send  him  packing.       [Exit, 

P.  Hen,  Now,  su-s;  by'r  lady,  you  fought  fair  :-*- 
80  did  you,  Peto; — so  did  you,  Bardolph  :  you  are 
lions  too,  you  ran  away  upon  instinct,  you  will  not 
touch  the  true  prince,  no, — ^fye ! 

Bard,  'Faith,  I  ran  when  I  saw  others  run. 

P,Hen,  Tell  ii\e  now  in  earnest.  How  came  Fal- 
staff's  sword  so  hacked  ? 

Peto,  Why,  he  hacked  it  with  his  dagger ;  and 
said,  he  would  swear  truth  out  of  England,  but  he 
would  make  you  believe  it  was  done  in  fight;  and 
persuaded  us  to  do  the  like. 

Bard,  Ifea,  and  to  tickle  our  noses  with  spear- 
grass,  to  make  them  bleed;  and  then  to  beslubber 
our  garments  with  it,  and  to  swear  it  was  the  blqpd 
of  true  men.  I  did  that  I  did  not  this  seven  year 
before,  I  blushed  to  hear  his  monstrous  devices. 

P.  Hen,  O  villain,  thou  stolest  a  cup  of  sack 
eighteen  years  ago,  and  wert  taken  with  the  man- 
ner^, and  ever  since  thou  hast  blushed  extempore: 

^  This  is  «  kind  of  joke  upon  noble  and  royals  two  coins,  one 
of  the  valiie  of  6«.  M,  the  other  10«.  '  Mr.  John  Blower,  in  a 
sermon  before  her,  majesty,  first  said : — '  Mj  royal  queen,'  and  a 
little  after,  '  My  nchU  qneen.*  Upon  which  says  the  queen, 
*  What,  am  I  fei»  groats  worse  than  I  was  V — Heame^s  Discourse 
of  some  Antiquities  between  Windsor  and  Oxford, 

^  i.e.  taken  in.  the  fact.  See  Love's  Labour's  Lost,  Act  i. 
Scl,  p.  2T7. 
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Thou  hast  fire^  and  sword  on  thy  side,  and  yet 
thou  ran'st  away ;  What  instinct  hast  thou  for  it? 
'^    Bard.  My  lord,  do  you  see  these  meteors?   do 
you  behold  these  exhalations  ? 

P.  Hen.  I  do. 

Bard.  What  think  you  they  portend? 

P.  Hen.  Hot  livers  and  cold  purses  ^. 

Bard.  Choler,  my  lord,  if  rightly  taken. 

P.  Hen.  No,  if  rightly  taken,  halter. 

Re-enter  Falstaff. 

Here  comes  lean  Jack,  here  comes  bare-bone.  How 
now,  my  sweet  creature  of  bombast^?  How  long 
is't  ago.  Jack,  since  thou  sawest  thine  own  knee  ? 

Fal.  My  own  knee,  when  I  was  about  thy  years, 
Hal,  I  was  not  an  eagle's  talon  in  the  waist;  I 
could  have  crept  into  any  alderman's  thumb-ring^ : 
A  plague  of  sighing  and  grief!  it  blows  a  man  up 
like  a  bladder.     There's  yiUanous  news  abroad: 

«  The  >ire  in  Bardolph's  face. 

^  i.  e.  drankenness  and  poyerty* 

^  i.  e. '  my  sweet  stuffed  creature.'  Bomhagt  is  eotiom.  Gerard 
calls  the  cotton  plant  the  bombatt  tret.  It  is  here  nsed  for  the 
stuffing  of  clothes.  See  a  note  on  Love's  Labour's  Lost,  Act  v. 
Sc.  2,  p.  363.  Ilk  an  old  phrase  book,  called  Hormanni  Vnlgaria, 
is  ^he  ^following  passage  :->— '  The  fleshe  1  jeth  betweae  the  bone 
and  skynne  like  a  mattress  of  cotUmJ 

^  Aristophanes  has  the  same  thought : — 

*  Aid  daKTvXis  fikv  &v  ifis  ydv  duXKVffaiQ.* 

Phttus,  V.  1037. 
The  custom  of  wearittg  a  ring  upon  ihe  thumb  is  very  ancient. 
The  rider  of  the  brazen  horse  in  Chaucer's  Squiers  TaJe : — 

* upon  his  thombe  he  had  a  ring  of  gold.' 

Grave  personages,  citizens,  and  aldermen  wore  u  plain  broad 
gold  ring  upon  the  thumb,  which  often  had  a  motto  ongraved  in 
the  inside  of  it.  An  alderman's  thumb-ring,  and  its  motto,  is 
mentioned  in  The  Antipodes,  by  Brome.  And  in  his  Nortfiem 
Lass : — :  A  good  man  in  the  city,  &o.  wears  nothing  rioh  about 
him  but  the  gout  or  a^tmi6-riii^.    Again,  in  Wit  in  a  Constable, 

1640  :-^* no  more  wit  than  the  rest  of  the  bMioh ;  what  lies 

in  his  thumb-ring.*  ^ 
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here  was  Sir  John  Bracy  from  your  fadier;  you 
must  to  the  court  iu  the  momiog.  That  same  mad 
fellow  of  the  north,  Percy ;  and  he  of  Wales,  that 
gave  Amaimon  ^  the  bastinado,  and  made  Lucifer 
cuckold,  and  swore  the  devil  his  true  liegeman  upon 
the  cross  of  a  Welsh  hook^^, — What,  a  plague,  call 
you  him  ? 

Pains.  O,  Glendower- 

FaL  Owen,  Owen;  the  same; — and  his  son-ii>- 
law,  Mortimer ;  and  old  Northumberland ;  and  that 
sprightly  Scot  of  Scots,  Douglas,  that  runs  o'horse- 
haek  up  a  hill  perpendicular. 

P.  Hen.  He  that  rides  at  high  speed,  and  with 
Ids  pistol  ^^  kills  a  sparrow  flying. 

FaL  You  have  bat  it 

P.  Hen.  So  did  he  never  the  sparrow. 

Fal.  Well,  that  rascal  hath  good  mettle  in  him ; 
he  will  not  run. 

^  A  demon;  who  is  desqribed  as  one  of  the  four  kings  who 
rule  over  all  the  demons  in  the  world. 

**  The  Welsh  hooh  was  a  kind  of  hedging  bill  made  with  a 
book  at  the  end,  and  a  long  handle  like  the  partisan  or  halbert. 
'  The  Welsh  glaive'  (which  appears  to  be  the  same  thing)  Grose 
sajs  *is  a  kind  of  bill  sometimes  reckoned  among  the  pyle-axes.* 
Mioshew  thus  describes  it : — *  Armorum  genus  est  aere  in  falcis 
modnm  incuiratOj  perticas  longissimse  prefixo.'  And  Florto,  in 
voce  Falcionsy  *  a  bending  forest  biU  or  Welch  hookJ     So  in  the 

old  pla.y  of  Sir  John  Oldcastle ; — * that  no  man  presume  to 

wear  any  weapons,  especially  Welch  hooks  and  forest  bills.'  Its 
loDg  handle  is  hinted  at  in  Westward  Hpe,  1607  :^^'  It  will  be 
as  good  as  a  Welch  hook  for  you,  to  keep  out  the  other  at  stayes- 
en£'     In  The  Insatiate  Countess,  by  Marston,  they  are  called 

'  The  ancient  hooks  of  great  Cadwallader.* 
And  Drayton  says : — 

*  Skeridyaur  at  last 
Caught  up  iiis  country  hook.* 
I  am  surprised  that  Mr.  Nares  has  called  it  a  sword. 

^  Pistols  were  not  in  use  in  the  age  of  Henry  IV.  They  are 
said  to  have  been  much  used  by  the  Scotch  in  Shakspeare's 
time. 
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P.  Hen.  Why,  what  a  rascal  art  thou  then,  to 
praise  him  to  for  nmning? 

Fal.  Oliorseback,  ye  cuckoo !  but,  afoot,  he  will 
not  budge  a  foot. 

P.  Hen.  Yes,  Jack,  upon  instinct. 

Fal,  I  grant  y.e,  upon  instinct.  Well,  he  is  there 
too,  and  one  Mordake,  and  a  thousand  blue-caps  ^ 
more:  Worcester  is  stolen  away  to-night;  thy  fa- 
ther's beard  is  turned  white  with  the  news;  you 
may  buy  land  now  as  cheap  a  stmking  maekarel. 

P.  Hen.  Why  then,  'tis  like,  if  there  come  a  hoi 
June,  and  this  civil  buffeting  hold,  ^e  shall  buy 
maidenheads  as  they  buy  hob-nails,  by  the  hundreds. 

FaL  By  the  mass,  lad,  thou  sayest  true;  it  is 
like,  we  shall  have  good  trading  that  way. — But, 
tell  me,  Hal,  art  thou  not  horribly  afeard?  thou 
being  heir  apparent-,  could  the  world  pick  thee  out 
three  such  enemies  again,  as  that  fiend  Douglas, 
that  spirit  Percy,  and  that  devil  Glendower?  Art 
thou  not  horribly  afraid  ?  doth  not  thy  blood  thrill 
at  it? 

P.  Hen,  Not  a  whit,  i'faith ;  I  lack  some  of  thy 
instinct. 

FaL  Well,  thou  wilt  be  horribly  chid  to-morrow, 
when  thou  comest  to  thy  father:  if  thou  love  me, 
practise  an  answer. 

P.  Hen.  Do  thou  stand  for  my  father,  and  exa- 
mine me  upon  the  particulars  of  my  life. 

FaL  Shall  I?  content: — ^This  chair  shall  be  my 
state  ^,  this  dagger  my  sceptre,  and  this  cushion 
my  crown. 

^  Scotsmen^  on  accoont  of  their  blae  bonnets. 

^  In  the  old  anonymons  play  of  King  Henry  V.  the  same 
strain  of  homonr  is  discoverable : — *  Thon  shalt  be  my  lord  ehief 
jostice,  and  shalt  sit  in  this  chair ;  and  I'll  be  the  yoaag  prioce, 
and  hit  thee  a  box  of  the  ear/  &e.  A  Mtaie  is  a  ehair  witli  a 
canopy  over  it. 
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P.  Hen*  Tby  state  is  tak^  for  a  joint-stool,  thy 
golden  sceptre  for  a  leaden  dagger,  and  thy  pre- 
cious rich  crown,  for  a  pitiful  bald  crown ! 

Fal,  Well,  an  the  fire  of  grace  be  not  quite  out 
of  thee,  now  shalt  thou  be  moved.— -Give  me  a  cup 
of  sack,  to  miJce  mine  eyes  look  red,  (hat  it  may  be 
thought  I  have  wept;  for  I  must  speak  in  passion, 
and  I  will  do  it  in  Kmg  Cambyses'^  vein. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  here  is  my  leg*. 

Fal.  And  here  is  my  speech : — Stand  aside,  no^ 
bility. 

H^st.  This  is  excellent  sport,  i'faith. 

FaL  Weep  not,  sweet  queen,  for  trickling  tears 
are  vain. 

J7os^.  O,  the  fiUiier,  how  he  holds  his  counte- 
nance! 

Fid.  For  God's  sake,  kurds,  convey  my  tristftil 
queen. 
For  tesrs  do  stop  the  flood-gates  of  her  eyes  ^. 

iiotf .  O  rare !  he  dodi  it  as  like  one  of  these 
harlotry  players,  as  I  ever  see. 

FaL  Peace,  good  pint-pot;  peace,  good  tickle- 
brain. — Harry,  I  do  not  only  marvel  where  thou 
spendest  thy  time,  but  also  how  thou  art  accom- 

^  The  banter  is  here  upon  the  play  called  A  Lameotable 
Trag^die  mixed  fall  of  pleasant  Mirthe,  containing  the  Life  of 
Gamhises,  King  of  ^ersia,  bj  Thomas  Preston  [1570].  There  is 
a  marginal  direction  in  this  plaj»  *  At  this  tale  tolde,  let  the 
^neen  weep/  which  is  probably  alluded  to,  though  the  measure 
in  the  parody  is  not  the  same  with  that  of  the  original. 

*  i.  e.  mjf  ofteifoMce.  « 

"  Thus  in  Cambysea: —  ' 

'  Queen,  These  words  to  hear  makes  stilling  tears  issue 
from  ohry  stall  eyes.' 
Ritson  thinks  that  the  following  passage  in  Soliman  and  Perseda 
i»  glanced  at : — 

*  How  ean  mine  eyes  dart  forth  a  pleasant  look. 
When  they  are  Btopp'd  with  fioode  ftfjlomng  Uar»  V 
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panied:  for  though  the  camomile,  the  more  it  is 
trodden  on,  the  faster  it  grows,  yet  youth,  the  more 
it  is  wasted,  the  sooner  it  wears.  That  thou  art  my 
son,  I  have  partly  thy  mother's  word,  partly  my 
own  opinion;  but  chiefly,  a  villanous  trick  of  thine 
eye,  and  a  foolish  hanging  of  thy  nether  lip,  that 
doth  warrant  me.  If  then  thou  be  son  to  me,  here 
lies  the  point; — Why,  being  son  to  me,  art  thou  so 
pointed  at?  Shall  the  blessed  sun  of  heaven  proTe 
a  micher^,  and  eat  blackberries?  a  question  not  to 
be  asked.  Shall  the  son  of  England  prove  a  thief, 
and  take  purses  ?  a  question  to  be  asked.  There  is 
a  thing,  Harry,  which  thou  hast  often  heard  of,  and 
it  is  known  to  many  in  our  land  by  the  name  of 
pitch :  this  pitch,,  as  ancient  writers  do  report,  doth 
defile;  so  doth  the  company  thou  keepest:  for, 
Harry,  now  I  do  not  speak  to  thee  in  drink,  bikt  in 
tears ;  not  in  pleasure,  but  in  passion ;  not  in  words 
only,  but  in  woes  also : — And  yet  there  is  a  virtu- 
ous man,  whom  I  have  often  noted  in  thy  company, 
but  I  know  not  his,name. 

P.  Hen.  What  manner  of  man,  an  it  like  your 
majesty? 

FaL  A  good  portly  man,  i'faith,  and  a  corpulent; 
of  a  cheerful  look,  a  pleasing  eye,  and  a  most  noble 
carriage;  and,  as  I  think,  his  age  some  fifty,  or, 
by'r-lady ,  inclining  to  threescore ;  And  now  I  re- 
member me,  his  name  is  Falstaff :  if  that  man  should 
be  lewdly  given,  he  deceiveth  me;  for,  Harry,  I 
see  virtue  in  his  looks.  If  then  the  tree  may  be 
known  by  the  fruit,  as  the  firuit  by  the  tree,  then, 

^  A  mkker  here  signifies  a  truant.  So  in  an  oTd  phrase  book, 
Hormai^ni  Vnlgaria,  1609 :»'  He  is  a  mychar ;  vagns  est  bod 
discolns/  To  mich  was  to  sknik,  to  hide ;  and  hence  the  word 
sometimes  also  signified  a  sknOnng  thief ^  and  sometimes  a  mser. 
In  Ljly's  Mother  Bombie»1694,  we  have :- — '  How  like  9.  wicker 
he  stands,  as  if  he  \k9A. truanted  from  honesty.' 


,y  Google 


SC.  IV»  KIl^G  HENRY  IV.  181 

peremptorily  I  speak  it,  there  is  virtue  in  that  FaU 
staff:  him  keep  with,  the  rest  banish.  And  tell  me 
now,  thou  naughty  varlet,  tell  me,  where  hast  thou 
been  this  month? 

P.  Hen.  Dost  thou  speak  like  a  king?  Do  thou 
stand  for  me,  and  I'll  play  my  father.     < 

Fal..  Depose  me?  if  thou  dost  it  half  so  gravely, 
so  majestically,  both  in  word  and  matter,  hang  me 
up  by  the  heels  for  a  rabbet-sucker^,  or  a  poulter's 
hare. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  here  I  am  set. 

Fal.  And  here  I  stand : — judge,  my  masters. 

P.  Hen.  Now,  Harry  ?  whence  come  you  ? 

Fal.  My  noble  lord,  from  Eastcheap. 

P.  Hen.  The  complaints  I  hear  of  thee  are  grieV^ 
ous. 

Fal.  'Sblood,  my  lord,  they  are  fabe : — ^nay,  I'll 
tickle  ye  for  a  young  prince,  i'faith. 

P.  Hen.  Swear'st  thou,  ungracious  boy?  hence- 
fordi  ne'er  look  on  me.  Thou  art  violently  carried 
away  from  grace:  there  is  a  devil  haunts  thee,  in 
the  likeness  of  a  fat  old  man:  a  tun  of  man  is  thy 
companion.  Why  dost  thou  converse  with  that 
trunk  of  humours,  that  bolting-hutch^  of  beastli- 
ness, that  swoln  parcel  of  dropsies,  that  huge  bom- 
bard^ of  sack,  that  stuffed  cloak-bag  of  guts,  that 
roasted  Manningtree^  ox  with  the  pudding  in  his 

•  A  young  rabbit. 

^  The  machine  which  separates  flonr  from  bran. 
♦*  A  bombard  was  a  very  large  leathern  ressel  to  hold  drink, 
perhaps  so  called  from  its  similarity  to  a  sort  of  cannon  of  tlie 
same  name.     That  it  was  not  a  barrel,  as  some  have  supposed, 
is  evident  from  the  following  passage: — 

'  His  boots  as  wide  as  the  black  jacks. 
Or  bombards  toss'd  by  the  king's  guards.' 

Shirley's  Martyred  Soldier. 
*•  Manningtree,  in  Essex,  formerly  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
fairs,  by  exhibiting  a  certain  number  of  stage  plays  yearly.     It 
VOL.  v.  R 
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belly»  t^at  Fev^end  vice,  that  gray  inaquily^  that 
father  ruffian,  that  vanity  in  years  ?  Wherein  is  he 
good,  but  to  taste  sack  and  drink  it?  wherein  neat 
and  cleanly,  but  to  carve  a  capcm  and  eat  it? 
vrherein  cunning,  but  in  craft?  wberein  ara%,  but 
in  villany?  wherein  villanous,  but  in  all  thingg? 
wherein  worthy,  but  k  nothing? 

FaL  I  would,  your  grace  would  take  me  witb 
you  ^ ;  Whom  means  your  ^*ace  ? 

P.  Hen.  That  villanous  abominable  mi^eader  of 
youth,  Falstaff,  that  old  white-bearded  Satan. 

FaL  My  lord,  the  man  I  know. 

P.  Hen.  I  know,  thou  dost. 

FaL  But  to  say,  I  know  more  harm  in  iiim  Ihan 
in  myself,  were  to  say  more  thsoi  I  know.  Thi^be 
is  old  (the  more  the  pity),  his  white  hairs  do  witness 
it:  but  that  he  is  (saving  your  reverence)  a  whore- 
master,  that  I  utterly  deny.  If  sack  and  sugar  be 
a  fault,  God  help  the  wicked !  If  to  be  old  and 
merry  be  a  sin«  then  many  an  old  host  that  I  know, 
is  damned :  if  to  be  fat  be  to  be  hated,  then  Pha- 
raoh's lean  kine  are  to  be  loved!  No,  my  goo4 
lord^  banish  Peto,  banish  Bardolph,  bamsh  P^hiis; 
but  for  sweet  Jack  Falstaff,  kind  Jack  Falstaffr 
true  Jack  Faii^ff,  valiant  Jack  Falstaff,  and  there^ 

appears  from  other  intimations  that  there  were  great  festiTitier 
there,  and  much  good  eating  at  Whitsnn  ales,  &c.  "We  maj 
therefore  oonclnde  that  roasting  an  ox  whole  was  not  nncoiiiiBoa 
on  those  occasions.  The  pudding  sometimes  accompanied  the 
ox ;  as  we  find  in  a  ballad  written  in  1658 : — 

'  Just  so  the  people  stare 

At  an  ox  in  the  fair 

Roasted  whole  with  a  pudding  in*s  bellj.' 

NichoWs  CoUection  of  Poems,  vol.  iii.  p.  2W. 
Manningtr^e  oxen  were  doubtless  famous  for, their  sise;  the 
pastures  of  that  neighbourhood  are  remarkable  for  their  excel- 
lence. 
.    ^.  i.  e.  go  no  faster  than  J  can  follow. 
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fere  more  ydittot,  being  as  he  is,  old  Jack  Faktaff, 

banish  not  him  thy  Harry's  company ;  banish  plump 

Jack,  and  banisb  all  1^  woiid. 

jP.  Hen»  I  do,  I  will.  [A  knocking  heard, 

[Exetmt  Hostess,  Francis^  and  Bardolph. 

Re-enter  Bardolph,  running. 
Bard,  O,  my  Icnrd,  my  lord;  the  sheriff,  with  a 

most  monstrous  watch,  is  at  the  door. 
FaL  Out,  you  rogue !  play  out  the  play ;  I  have 

much  to  say  in  the  behalf  of  ihsA  Falstaff. 

Jte-enter  Hostess,  hasHfy, 

Bfogt,  O  Jesu,  my  lord !  my  lord ! 

Fal,  Heigh,  heigh !  the  devil  rides  upon  a  fiddle- 
stick: What's  the  matter? 

Host,  The  sheriff  and  all  the  watch  are  at  tiie 
door :  they  are  cdme  to  search  the  house ;  Shall  I 
let  them  in  ? 

Fal,  Dost  thou  hear,  Hal?  never  call  a  true 
piece  of  gold,  a  counterfeit:  thou  art  essentially 
mad,  without  seeming  so. 

P,  Hen,  And  thou  a  natural  coward,  without 
instinct 

Fal,  I  deny  your  major:  if  you  will  deny  the 
sheriff,  so;  if  not,  let  him  enter:  if  I  become  not  a 
cart  as  well  as  another  man,  a  plague  on  my  bring- 
ing up !  I  hope,  I  shall  as  soon  be  strangled  with  a 
halter  as  ano&er. 

P,  Hen.  Go,  hide  thee  behind  the  arras  ^; — the 

^  When  an-M  waa  first  broaght  iato  Englaod,  it  was  sus- 
pended on  small  hooks  driren  into  the  walls  of  houses  and, 
castles;  bat  this  practice  was  soon  discontinued.  After  the 
dasp  of  the  stone  and  briokwerk  had  been  found  to  rot  the 
tapestry,  it  was  fixed  on  frames  of  wood  at  such  distance  from ; 
the  wall  as  prevented  the  damp  from  being  injurious;  large 
spaces  were  tiius  left  between  the  arras  and  the  walU,  sufficient 
to  contain  even  one  of  FalsiaflTs  bulk.  Our  old  dramatists  avail 
themselves  of  this  convenient  hiding  place  npon  all  occasions. 
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rest  ^alk  up,  above.    Now,  my  masters,  for  a  true 
face,  and  good, conscience. 

FaL   Both  which  I  have  had:  but  their  date  is 
out,  and  therefore  I'll  hide  me. 

[Exeunt  all  hut  the  Prince  and  PoiNS. 

P.  Hen,  Call  in  the  sheriff. 

Enter  Sheriff  and  Carrier. 

Now,  master  Sheriff;  what's  your  will  with  me  ? 

Sher,  First,  pardon  me,  my  lord.    A  hue  and  cry 
Hath  foUow'd  certam  men  unto  this  house. 

P.  Hen.  What  men? 

Sher,  One  of  them  is  well  known,  my  gracious  lord, 
A  gross  fat  man. 

Car,  As  fat  as  butter. 

P.  Hen,  The  man,  I  do  assure  you,  is  not  here; 
For  I  myself  at  this  time  have  employ'd  him. 
And,  Sheriff,  I  will  engage  my  word  to  thee. 
That  I  will,  by  to-morrow  dinner  time, 
Send  him  to  answer  thee,  or  any  man. 
For  any  thing  he  shall  be  charg'd  withal: 
And  so  let  me  entreat  you  leave  the  house. 

Sher,  I  will,  my  lord :  There  are  two  gentlemen 
Have  in  this  robbery  lost  three  hundred  marks. 

P.  Hen,  It  may  be  so :  if  he  have  robb'd  these  meo. 
He  shall  be  answerable ;  and  so,  farewell. 

Sher,  Good  night,  my  noble  lord. 

P.  Hen.,  I  think  it  is  good  morrow :  Is  it  not? 

Sher,  Indeed,  my  lord,  I  think  it  be  two  o'clocL 
[Exeunt  Sheriff  and  Carrier. 

P,Hen,  This  oily  rascal  is  known  as  well  as 
Paul's  ^,     Go  call  him  forth. 

Poins,  Falstaff! — ^fast  asleep  behind  the  arras, 
and  snorting  like  a  horse. 

P,Hen,   Hark,  how  hard  he  fetches  breath: 

*»  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 
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Search  his  pockets.   [PoiNS  Bearches.]   What  hast 
thou  found? 

Poins.  Nothing  but  papers,  my  lord. 

P.  Hen.  Let's  see  what  they  be :  read  them. 

Pcmu »  Hem,  A  capon,  2t.  2c2. 
Item,  Sauce,  4d^ 

Item,  Sack,  two  gallons,  5s.  Sd.  ^ 
Item,  Ani^hovies,  and  sack  after  supper,  28.  6d. 
Item,  Bread,  a  halfpenny. 

P.  Hen.  O  monstrous !  but  one  halfpenny-worth 
of  bread  to  this  gitolerable  deal  of  sack! — ^What 
there  is  else,  keep  close ;  well  read  it  at  more  ad- 
▼antage :  there  let  him  sleep  till  day.  IH  to  the 
court  in  tiie  mommg;  we  must  all  to  the  wars,  and 
thy  place  shall  be  honourable.  I'U  procure  tiiis  fat 
rogue  a  charge  of  foot;  and,  I  know,  his  death  will 
be  a  march  of  twelve-score^^.  The  money  shall  be 
paid  back  again  with  advantage.  Be  wiUi  me  be* 
^es  in  the  morning;  and  so  good  morrow,  Poins. 

Pains.  Gk>od  morrow,  good  my  lord.      [Exeunt* 

^  In  a  Tery  onrions  letter  firom  Thomas  RaiiM^ds,  yice  ohaii* 
«ellor  of  Oxford,  in  1666,  to  Cardinal  Pole,  among  the  Conway 
Papers,  he  entreats  the  suppression  of  some  of  the  wine  tayema 
in  Oxford,  and  states  as  one  of  his  reasons  that  they  sell  Gas.- 
eony  wine  at  I6d.  a  gallon,  sacks  at  2s.  4d.  per  gallon,  and  Mal<^ 
▼oisie  at  2sp  6d!.  to  the  ntter  min  of  the  poor  students.'  In  Florio's 
First  Fmtes,  1678 : — '  Claret  wine,  red  and  white,  is  sold  for  five* 
pence  the  qnarte,  and  sache  for  sixpence ;  moscadel  and  malmsey 
for  eight.'  Twenty  years  afterwards  sack  had  prohahly  risen  to 
eightpence  or  eightpence  halfpenny  a  quart,  which  would  make 
the  computation  of  fiye  shillings  and  eightpence  for  two  gallons 
correct.  To  the  note  on  sack,  at  p.  131,  we  may  add  that  sack 
is  ciUed  Vinum  Hispamcum  hy  Coles,  and  Vin  ffEspagne  by 
Sherwood.    In  Florio's  Second  Frutes  it  is  Vino  ds  Spagna. 

^  A  score,  in  the  language  of  Toxopholites,  was  twenty  yards, 
h  mark  of  twehoe  score  meant  a  mark  at  the  distance  of  two  Ann- 
dred  and  forty  yards. 
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ACT  III. 


SCENE  I.    Bangor.    A  Room  in  the  Arch- 
deacon's House, 

Enter  Hotspur,  Worcester,  Mortimer,  tmd 
Glendower. 

Mort.  These  promises  are  fair,  the  parties  sure, 
And  our  induction^  full  of  prosperous  hope. 

Hot,  Lord  Mortimer, — and  cousin  Glendower,— 
Will  you  sit  down  ? — r- 
And,  uncle  Worcester : — A  plague  upon  it ! 
I  have  forgot  the  map. 

Gknd,  No,  here  it  is. 

Sit,  cousin  Percy;  sit,  good  cousin  Hotspur, 
For  by  that  name  as  oft  as  Lancaster 
Doth  speak  of  you,  his  cheek  looks  pale ;  and,  with 
A  rising  sigh,  he  wbheth  you  in  heaven. 

Hot.  And  you  in  hell,  as  often  as  he  hears 
Owen  Glendower  spoke  of. 

Gknd,  I  cannot  blame  him :  at  my  nativity. 
The  front  of  heaven  was  full  of  fiery  shapes^. 
Of  burning  cressets^;  and,  at  my  birth, 

.  1  Induction  is  used  by  Shakspeare  for  commeficeMefU,  hegii»r- 
ning.  The  introdnctory  part  of  a  play  or  poem  was  called  the 
induction,  Sach  is  the  prelude  of  the  Tinker  to  the  Taming  of 
the  Shrew.  Sackville's  induction  to  the  Mirror  for  Magistrates 
is  another  instance. 

^  Shakspeare  has  amplified  the  hint  of  Holinshed,  who  says* 
*  Strange  wonders  happened  at  the  nativity  of  this  man ;  for  the 
same  night  that  he  was  bom  all  his  father's  horses  in  the  stable 
were  found  to  stand  in  blood  up  to  their  bellies.'  The  poet  bad 
probably  also  heard  that,  in  1402,  a  blazing  star  appeared,  which 
the  Welsh  bards  represented  as  portending  good  fortune  to  Owen 
Glendower. 

'  Cressets  were  open  lamps,  exhibited  on  a  beacon,  carried 
upon  a  pole  or  otherwise  suspended.    Cotgrave  thus  describei 
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The  frame  and  huge  foundation  of  the  earthy 
Shak'd  like  a  coward. 

Hot.  Why,  so  it  would  have  done 

At  the  same  season,  if  your  mother's  cat  had 
But  kitten'd,  though  yourself  had  ne'er  been  bom. 

Glend,  I  say,  the  earth  did  shake  when  I  was  bom. 

Hot,  And  I  say,  the  earth  was  not  of  my  mind. 
If  you  suppose,  as  fearing  you  it  shook. 

Glend.  The  heavens  were  all  on  fire,  the  earth 
.  did  tremble. 

Hot.  O,.  then  the  eurth  shook  to  see  the  heavens 
on  iire, 
And  not  in  fear  of  your  nativity. 
Diseased  nature  oftentimes  breaks  forth 
In  strange  eraptions :  oft  the  teekning  earth 
Is  with  a  kind  of  colick  pinch'd  and  vex'd 
By  the  imprisoning  of  unruly  wind 
Within  her  womb; :  which,  for  enlargement  striving. 
Shakes  the  old  beldame^  earth,  and  topples^  down 
Steeples,  and  moss-groMm  towers.    At  your  birth. 
Our  grandam  earth,  having  this  distemperature. 
In  passion  shook. 

Glend.  Cousin,  of  many  men 

I  do  not  bear  these  crossings.     Give  me  leave 
To  tell  you  once  again, — that,  at  my  birth. 
The  front  of  heaven  was  full  of  fiery  shapes ; 

them  noder  the  word  falot,  *  a  cres- 
set light  (such  as  thej  nse  in  plaj- 
hoQses),  made  of  ropes  wreathed, 
pitched,  and  pat  into  small  open 
cages  of  iron/  Their  form  will  he 
best  understood  by  this  represen- 
tation, taken  from  Mr.  Donee's  Il- 
lustrations of  Shakspeare,  yol.  i. 
p.  431. 

^  BeHdamey  and  belsire,  formerly  sig^fied  grandmother  and 
grandfather. 

*  To  topple,  in  its  active  sense,  is  to  throw  down. 
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The  goat0  ran  from  tile  motuitaiiigy  and  Hie  herds 
Were  strangely  clamorous  to  the  flighted  fields. 
These  signs  have  mark'd  me  extraordinary; 
And  all  the  ooarses  of  my  life  do  show, 
I  am  not  in  the  roll  of  coimnon  men. 
Where  is  he  living, — ctij^'d  in  witii  the  sea 
That   chides  the  banks  of  England^  Scotland, 

Wales, 

Which  calls  tie  pupil,  or  hath  read  to  me? 
And  bring  him  out,  that  is  but  woman's  son. 
Can  trace  me  in  the  tedious  ways  of  art. 
And  hold  me  pace  in  deep  experiments. 

Hot,    I  think,  there  is  no  man  speaks  better 
Welsh:— ^ 
I'll  to  dinner. 

Mart.  P^ee,  cousin  Percy;  you  will  make  him 
mad. 

Glmd,  I  can  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep. 

Hat,  Why,  so  can  I ;  or  so  can  any  man : 
But  will  they  come,  when  you  do  call  for  them  ? 

Glend.  Why,  I  can  teach  you,  cousin,  to  command 
The  devU. 

Hot.  And  I  can  teach  thee,  coz,  to  shame  the 
devil. 
By  telling  truth ;  Tell  truth,  and  shame  the  devil.—- 
If  thou  have  power  to  raise  him,  bring  him  hither, 
And  I'll  be  sworn,  I  have  power  to  shame  him  hence. 
O,  while  you  live,  tell  truth,  and  shame  the  devil. 

Mort.  Come,  come. 
No  more  of  this  unprofitable  chat. 

Glend.  Three  times  hath  Henry  Bolingbroke  made 
head 
Against  my  power :  thrice  from  the  banks  of  Wye, 
And  sandy-bottom'd  Severn,  have  I  sent  him, 
Bootless  ^  home,  and  weather-beaten  back. 

*  Shakspe&re  has  already,  in  Act  ii.  Sc.  1,  quibbled  np6> 
boots  and  boot,  profit 
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Hot  Home  without  boots,  and  in  foul  weather  too ! 
How  'scapes  he  agues,  in  the  devil's  name? 

Glend.  -^Come,  here's  the  map :  ~  Shall  we  divide 
our  right, 
According  to  our  three-fold  order  ta'en  ? 

Mart,  The  archdeacon  hath  divided  it 
Into  three  limits,  very  equally : 
England,  from  Trent  and  SeVern  hitherto '', 
By  south  and  east,  is  to  my  part  assign'd : 
AU  westward,  Wales  beyond  the  Severn  shore. 
And  all  the  fertile  land  within  that  bound. 
To  Owen  Glendower :  and,  dear  coz,  to  you 
The  remnant  northward,  lying  off  from  Trent. 
And  our  indentures  tripartite  are  dravm : 
Which  being  sealed  interchangeably, 
(A  business  that  this  night  may  execute), 
To-morrow,  cousin  Percy,  you,  and  I, 
And  my  good  lord  of  Worcester,  will  set  forth. 
To  meet  your  father,  and  the  Scottish  power, 
As  is  appointed  us  at  Shrewsbury, 
My  father  Glendower  is  not  ready  yet. 
Nor  shall  we  need  his  help  these  fourteen  days:— 
Withm  that  space  [To  Glend.]  you  may  have 

drawn  together  . 
Your  tenants,  friends,  and  neighbouring  gentlemen. 

Glend,  A  shorter  time  shall  send  me  to  you,  lords. 
And  in  my  conduct  shall  your  ladies  come : 
From  whom  you  now  must  steal,  and  take  no  leave; 
For  there  will  be  a  world  of  water  shed. 
Upon  the  parting  of  your  wives  and  you. 

Hot,  Methinks,  my  moiety^,  north  from  Burton 
here, 

^  i.  e.  to  this  spot  (pointing  to  the  map). 

•  A  moiety  was  frequently  used  by  the  writers  of  Shakspeare's 
age  as  a  portion  of  any  thing,  though  not  diyided  into  equal  parts. 
Thus  Heywood,  in  his  History  of  Women,  1624 : — *  I  would  un- 
willingly part  with  the  greatest  moiety  of  my  own  means  and  for- 
tunes.* - 
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In  quantity  equals  not  one  of  yonrs : 

See,  how  this  river  comes  me  enuaddng^  i». 

And  cnits  me,  from  the  best  of  all  my  land, 

A  huge  half  moon,  and  monstrous  eantk^^  out 

I'll  have  the  cnrrent  in  this  place  damm'd  up; 

And  here  the  smug  and  silver  Trent  shall  run, 

In  a  new  channel,  fair  and  evenly: 

It  shall  not  wind  with  such  a  deep  indent. 

To  rob  me  of  so  rich  a  bottom  here. 

Gknd.  Notwind?  it  shall,  itmuiM;  yon  see,  it  do^^ 

Mart,  Yea, 
But  mark,  how  he  bears  hb  cotmie,  and  runs  me  up 
With  like  advantage  oQ  the  other  side; 
Gelding  the  opposed  continent  as  much. 
As  on  the  other  side  it  takes  from  yon. 

War.  Yea,  bnt  a  little  charge  will  trench  him  here, 
And  on  this  noith  side  win  this  cape  of  land; 
And  theh  he  runs  sttaight  and  even. 

Hot  111  have  it  so ;  a  litUe  charge  will  do  it. 

Glend,  I  will  not  have  it  alfer'd. 

Hot.  Wainotyou? 

Gknd.  No,  nor  you  shaN  not 

Hot.  Who  dhall  say  me  nay? 

Glend.  Why,  that  will  I. 

Hot.  Let  me  not  understa&d  you  then, 

Speak  it  in  Welsh. 

Glend,  I  can  speak  Engfish,  lord,  as  wett  as  you; 
For  I  was  train'd  up  in  the  English  c<mrt^^; 

'  To  crank  is  to  crook,  to  turn  in  and  oat.  Cranklhtg'h  lued. 
by  Drajton  in  tbe  same  sense :  speaking  of  a  river,  he  says  Hktt 
Meander 

*  Hath  not  so  many  tarns  and  erankling  nooks  as  she.' 
Shakspeare,  in  his  Venus  and  Adonis,  says  of  a  hare : — 
'  He  cranks  and  crosses  with  a  thousand  doables.' 

'*  A  canth  is  a  portion,  a  part,  a  comer  or  fragment  of  anj 
thing.  The  French  had  chanieau  and  chaniel,  and  the  Italiaas 
canto  and  cantone  in  the  same  sense. 

"  Owen  61endower*8reaI  name  was  Owen  ap-6ryffyth  Vang han. 
He  took  the  name  of  Glendower  from  theiordship  of  which  be  wu 
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Where,  bemg  but  y<>uii^,  I  franad  to  the  luu^ 
Many  an  £i^ish  tfitty,  lovely  well. 
And  gave  tjie  tongue  a  Jidj^ul  (miament^^; 
A  virtue  that  wa9  never  jieeu  in  you. 

Hoi.  Marry,  and  I'm  glad  of  it  with  all  my  heart ; 
I  had  rather  be  a  kitten,  and  cry — mew, 
ThfUi  one  of  these  same  metre  baJbd-mongers : 
I  had  rather  hear  a  brazen  canstick  ^^  tum'd, 
Or  a  dry  whed  fraite  on  9m  ai^le^ee; 
And  that  would  set  my  teeth  notiiing  on  edge, 
K'othing  so  mueh  as  mi»cing  poetry; 
Tis  like  the  forc'd  gait  s(  a  shuffling  91^. 

Glend.  Come,  you  shall  have  Trent  turn'd. 

Hot.  I  do  not  care :  I'll  give  thriee  so  much  land 
To  any  well  deserving  fri^d ; 
But,  in  the  way  of  bai^gain,  mark  ye  me, 
111  cavil  on  the  ninlti  part  of  a  hanr. 
Are  the  indentures  dravm  7  shall  we  be  gone  ? 

C^emL  The  mom  shines  fair,  you  may  away  by 
night : 

the  owner.  He  hated  the  Mortimers  because  Lady  Percj'g  ne- 
f  hew,  Edmiind  Mortimer,  was  rightfnlly  entitled  to  the  principa- 
lity of  Wi^s  (as  well  as  to  the  crown  of  England),  heing  lineally 
descended  from  Gladys,  the  daughter  of  X^hewelyn,  and  sifter  of 
Dayid  prince  of  Wales.  Owen  Glendower  himself  claimed  the 
principality  of  Wales.  He  was  esquire  of  the  body  to  King 
Richard  II.  upon  whom  be  was  in  attendance  when  that  king 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Flint  Castle  by  Bolingbroke.  Owen  Glen- 
dower was  crowned  prince  of  Wales  in  1402,  and  forbear  tw«lye 
years  was  a  foimidable  enemy  to  the  English.  He  died  in  {^reat 
distress  in  1415. 

^*  This  disputed  passage  seems  to  me  to  mean  that  he  gaye  to 
the  language  the  helpful  ornament  of  v^se,  Botspur's  answer 
shows  tiiat  he  took  it  in  that  sense. 

'^  A  vetj  common  contraction  of  candlestick.  The  noise  to 
which  Hotspur  alludes  is  mentioned  in  A  New  Trick  to  Cheat 
tlie  Peril,  1636:-— 

•  As  if  you  we^re  to  lodge  ip  I^thbnry, 
Where  they  turn  brazen  candlesticksj 
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I'll  in  and  haste  the  writer**,  and,  withal, 
Break  with  your  wives  of  your  departure  hence : 
I  am  afraid,  my  daughter  will  run  mad. 
So  much  she  doteth  on  her  Mortimer.  [Exit. 

Mort,  Fye,  cousin  Percy!    how  you  cross  my 
father ! 

Hot,  I  cannot  choose :  sometimes  he  angers  me. 
With  telling  me  of  the  moldwarp^*  and  the  ant. 
Of  the  dreamer  Merlin  and  his  prophecies ; 
And  of  a  dragon  and  a  finless  fish, 
A  clip-wing'd  griffin,  and  a  moulten  raven, 
A  couching  lion,  and  a  ramping  cat. 
And  such  a  deal  of  skimble-skamble  stuff 
As  puts  me  from  my  faith.     I  tell  you  what, — 
He  held  me,  last  night,  at  least  nine  hours. 
In  reckoning  up  the  several  devils'  names. 
That  were  his  lackeys :  I  cried/humph, — and  well, 

— go  to,— 
But  mark'd  him  not  a  word.     O,  he's  as  tedious 
As  is  a  tir'd  horse,  a  railing  wife ; 
Worse  than  a  smoky  house ; — I  had  rather  live 
With  cheese  and  garlick,  in  a  windmill,  far. 
Than  feed  on  cates,  and  have  him  talk  to  me. 
In  any  summer-house  in  Christey^dom. 

Mort,  In  faith,  he  is  a  worthy  gentleman ; 
Exceedingly  well  read,  and  profited 

**  i.  e.  the  writer  of  the  articles.  The  old  copy  reads  '  I'll 
haste  the  writer,  &c.  The  two  necessary  words  (in  and)  were 
suggested  by  Steevens. 

'^  The  tnotdwarp  is  the  moh;  A.  S.  molde  and  toeorpan;  be- 
cause it  warps  or  renders  the  surface  of  the  earth  aneyen  bj  its 
hillocks.  Holinshed  is  here  Shakspeare's  authority : — '  This 
was  done  (as  some  have  sayde)  through  a  foolish  credite  giyen 
to  a  yaine  prophecie,  as  though  King  Henry  was  the  molde  warpe, 
cursed  of  God's  owne  mouthy  and  they  three  were  the  dragom^ 
the  lion,  and  the  wolfe,  which  should  diyide  this  realm  betweea 
them.' 
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In  strange  concealments^^;  valiant  as  a  lion, 
And  wondrous  affable :  and  as  bountiful 
As  mines  of  India.     Shall  I  tell  you,  cousin  ? 
He  holds  your  temper  in  a  high  respect, 
And  curbs  himself  even  of  his  naturaV  scope. 
When  you  do  cross  his  humour;  'faith,  he  does : 
I  warrant  you,  that  man  is  not  alive, 
Mightxso  have  tempted  him  as  yoii  have  done. 
Without  the  taste  of  danger  and  reproof; 
But  do  not  use  it  oft,  let  me  entreat  you. 

Wor,  In  faith,  my  lord,  you  are  too  wilful-blame  ^^ ; 
And  since  your  coming  Mther,  have  done  enough 
To  put  him  quite  beside  his  patience. 
You  must  needs  learn,  lord,  to  amend  this  fault : 
Though   sometimes  it  show  greatness,  courage, 

blood, 
(And  that's  the  dearest  grace  it  renders  you), 
.Yet  oftentimes  it  doth  present  harsh  rage. 
Defect  of  manners,  want  of  government. 
Pride, haughtiness,  opmion^^  and  disdain: 
The  least  of  which,  haunting  a  nobleman, 
Loseth  men's  hearts ;  and  leaves  behind  a  stain 
Upon  the  beauty  of  all  parts  besides. 
Beguiling  them  of  commendation. 

Hat.  Well,  I  am  school'd;  good  manners  be  your 
speed! 
Here  come  our  wives,  and  let  us  take  our  leave. 

Re-enter  Glendower,  with  the  Ladies. 

Mart,  This  is  the  deadly  spite  that  angers  me, — 
Hy  wife  can  speak  no  English,  I  no  Welsh. 

**  Skilled  in  wonderful  secrets. 

^  Shakspeare  has  several  compounds  in  which  the  first  ad- 
jectire  has  the  power  of  an  adverb.  In  King  Richard  III.  we 
meet  with  cAi/iduMoolish,  «eii«e2eM-obstinate,  and  morlo^taring. 

*'  i.  e.  self-opinion  or  conceit. 
VOL.  V.  S 
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Glend.  My  daugbler  weeps;  tiie  wiU  not  pait 
witt  you. 
She'll  be  &  soldier  too«  she'll  to  the  wars. 

Mart.  Good  faJii&e,  tell  ber» — that  she,  aad  my 
aunt  Percy, 
Shall  follow  ift  your  conduct  ^^  speedily. 

[Glbnd.  $peaks  to  his  domgkter  m  Wekh,  md 
the  answers  him  t»  the  smme. 
Gknd.  She's  desperate  here ;  a  peeyish  self-wilTd 
harlotry*^. 
One  that  no  persuasion  mn  do  got^  upon. 

[Ladt  M.  q>eaks  to  MoRTiMSR  IS  Wekh. 

Mart.  I  undeitstiMid  thy  looks :  thai  pretty  Wdet 

Which  thou  powr^  down  from  these  swelhng  faea- 

,    vens*^, 
I  am  too  perfect  in;  and,  but  for  shap^ 
In  such  a  parley  would  I  answer  thee* 

[I^AOT  M.  spmdtt, 
I  understand  thy  kisses,  and  thou  mine. 
And  thaf  s  a  feeling  disputetion ; 
But  I  will  never  be  a  tniawt,  love, 
Till  I  have  leam'd  thy  laognage ;  for  thy  tongue 
Makes  Welsh  as  sweet  as  ditties  highly  pena'd. 
Sung  by  a  fair  queen  in  a  summer's  Ixmer, 
With  ravishing  division,  to  her  lute^. 

'•  Gaard,  escorte. 

^  Gapidet,  in  Romeo  and  Inliet,  reproacheg  his  4«vgbtor  m 
the  same  words : — 

'  A  p4emsh  self-wilTd  harlotry  it  ifl.* 

'1  It  seems  extraordinary  that  Steeyens  conld  for  a  moment 
conceive  that  Mortimer  meant  his  la^*s  U^QprgmmentU^!  It  is 
obyious,  as  Mr.  Douce  has  remarked,  that  her  eyes  swoUem  wiA 
tears  are  meant,  whose  language  he  is  too  perfect  in,  and  ceold 
answer  with  the  like  if  it  were  not  for  shame. 

^  A  compliment  to  Qneen  Elizabeth  was  perhaps  here  iiH 
tended,  who  was  a  performer  on  ^le  Inte  and  virginids.  See 
Kelyirs  Memoirs,  folio,  p.  50.  DivisionSf  which  were  then  ub- 
common  in  yocal  mnsib,  are  fMsriations  of  melody  upon  sewte  gitk» 
fundamental  harmony. 
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Gknd.  Nay^  if  you  meU^  then  will  she  run  mad. 
[Ladt  M.  speakM  again* 

Mart.  O,  I  am  ignorance  itself  in  tins. 

Gknd*  She  bids  you  on  the  wanton  rushes  lay 
you  down^^. 
And  rest  your  gentle  head  upon  her  lap. 
And  she  will  sing  the  song  that  pleaseth  you, 
And  on  your  eyelids  crown  the  god  of  sleep**. 
Charming  your  blood  with  pleasing  heaviness ; 
Making  such  difference  'twixt  wake  and  sleep. 
As  is  the  difference  betwixt  day  and  night. 
The  hour  before  the  hearenly-luumess'd  team 
Begins  his  golden  progress  in  the  east. 

Mart.  With  all  my  heart  I'll  sit,  and  hear  her  sing : 
By  that  time  will  our  book^,  I  think,  be  drawn. 

Glend.  Do  so; 
And  those  musicians  that  shall  play  to  you. 
Hang  in  the  air  a  thousand  leagues  from  hence; 
And  straight  they  shall  be  here :  sit,  and  attend. 

Hot*  Come;  Kate,  thou  art  perfect  in  lying  down : 
Come,  quick,  quick;  that  I  may  lay  my  head  in 
thy  lap. 

Juufy  P.  Go,  ye  giddy  goose. 

[GLfiNDOWER  ipeakg  Mome  Welsh  words,  and 
then  the  Muiick  plays. 

^  It  has  been  already  remarked  that  it  was  long  the  custom 
in  this  country  to  strew  the  floors  with  rashes,  as  we  now  corer 
them  with  cai^ts. 

^  So  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Philaster : — 

' who  shall  take  his  late 

And  toach  it  till  he  crown  a  silent  sleep 
Upon  my  eyelid,* 
The  God  of  Sleep  is  not  only  to  sit  on  Mortimer's  eyelids,  bat  to 
sit  erowned,  that  is,  with  soyereign  dominion. 

*  It  was  nsaal  to  call  any  manuscript  of  balk  a  booh  in  an- 
cient times,  such  as  patents,  grants,  articles,  covenants,  &c.— 
In  a  MS.  letter  from  Sir  Richard  Sackville,  in  1560,  to  Lady 
Throckmorton,  annoancing  a  grant  of  some  land  to  her  hasband. 
Sir  Nicholas,  he  says, '  Ithath  pleased  the  queen's  majesty  to  sign 
Mr.  Frogmorton*s  600I:.' — Comoay  Papers. 
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.   Hat.  Now  I  perceive  the  devil  understands  Welsh; 
And  'tis  no  marvel,  he's  so  humorous. 
By'r-lady,  he's  a  good  musician. 

Lady  P.  Then  should  you  be  nothing  but  musi- 
cal ;  for  you  are  altogether  governed  by  humours.  lie 
still,  ye  thief,  and  hear  the  lady  sing  in  Welsh. 

Hot.  I  had  rather  hear  Lady,  my  brach^,  howl 
in  Irish. 

Ltufy  P.  Would'st  thou  have  thy  head  broken  ? 

Hot.  No. 

Lady  P.  Then  be  still. 

Hot.  Neither;  'tis  a  woman's  fault ^. 

Lady  P.  Now  God  help  thee ! 

Hot.  To  the  Welsh  lady's  bed. 

Lady  P.  What's  that? 

Hot.  Peace !  she  sings. 

[A  Welsh  SONG  sung  by  Lady  M. 

Hot.  Come,  Kate,  I'll  have  your  song  too. 

Lady  P.  Not  mine,  in  good  sooth. 

Hot.  Not  yours,  in  good  sooth !  'Heart,  you  swear 
Uke  a  comfit-maker's  wife !  Not  you,  in  good  sooth : 
and.  As  true  as  I  live ;  and.  As  God  shall  mend 
me ;  and.  As  sure  as  day : 
And  giv'st  such  sarcenet  surety  for  thy  oaths. 
As  if  thou  never  walk'dst  further  than  Finsbury^. 
Swear  me,  Kate,  like  a  lady,  as  thou  art, 
A  good  mouth-filling  oath;  apd  leave  in  sooth. 
And  such  protest  of  pepper-gingerbread. 
To  velvet-guards^,  and  Sunday-citizens. 
Come,  sing. 

«  Hound. 

^  That  this  is  spoken  ironically  is  sufficiently  obyions,  as 
Mr.  Pye  has  observed,  bat  the  strange  attempts  to  miswtdersttmi 
the  passage  made  by  some  commentators,  make  the  obsenratioa 
in  some  measnre  necessary. 

^  Finshuryt  being  tlien  open  walks  and  fields,  was  the  cobuboi 
resort  of  the  citizens,  as  appears  from  many  old  plays. 

^  Velvet-guards,  or  trimmings  of  velvet,  being  Uie  city  fashion 
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Latfy  P.  I  will  not  sing. 

Hot.  TIb  the  next  way  to  turn  tailor,  or  be  red- 
breast teacher^.  An  tbe  indentures  be  drawn,  Til 
away  within  these  two  hours ;  and  so  come  in  when 
ye  will.  [Exit. 

Glend.  Come,  come,  Lord  Mortimer;  you  are  as 
slow. 
As  hot  Lord  Percy  is  on  fire  to  go. 
By  this  our  book's  drawn;  we'll  but  seal,  and  then 
To  horse  immediately. 

Mort.  With  all  my  heart.     [Exemnt. 

SCENE  II.     London.     A  Rwm  in  the  Palace.  *. 

Enter  King  Henry,  Prmce  o^  Wales,  and  J  c    ^^ 

Lords. 

K.  Hen.  Lords,  give  us  leave :  the  Prince  df  Wales 
and  I 
Must  have  some  private  conference:  But  be  near  at 

hand, 
Tor  we  shall  presently  have  need  of  you. 

[Exeunt  Lords. 

tnShak$peare'B  Ume,  tbe  tena  wiis  used  itietipboricilly  to  desi^ 
Bate  8ach  persons.    So  in  Histriomastix,  1610 : — 

*  Nay,  I  myself  will  wear  the  conrtly  grace ; 
Oat  on  these  velvet-guards ,  and  black-lac'd  sleeyes. 
These  siaip'ring  fkshions  simply  followed!' 

Again:— 

*  I  like  this  jewel ;  111  hare  his  fellow 

How  ? — ^you  f — what,  fellow  it  ? — gip,  vehet  guards  P 

Thus  also  Fynes  Morrison  '.-^*  At  public  meetings  the  aldenben 
of  London  weere  skarlet  gownes>  and  their  wioes  a  close  gown  of 
fkarlet  with  gardes  of  black  velvet*— IHmrary,  fol.1617,  p.  179. 
^  Tailors,  like  weayers,  hare  ever  been  remarkable  for  their 
vocal  skill.  Pemy  is  jocular  in  his  mode  of  persuading  his  wife 
to  sing,  and  thb  is  ft  hnmerons  torn  which  he  giyu  to  his  argument, 
'  Come,  sing.'— ^'  I  will  not  sing/--^'  'Tis  tbe  taext(i.e.  readiest, 
nearest)  way  to  turn  tailor,  or  red-breast  teacher.'  The  mean- 
ing is  /  to  smg  it  to  put  yoArself  upon  a  Icyel  with  tailors  and 
teachers  of  birds.' 

s2 
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I  know  not  whether  God  will  have  it  so. 

For  some  displeasing  service^  I  have  done, 

That  in  hb  secret  ^oom,  out  of  my  blood 

He'll  breed  revengement  and  a  scourge  for  me; 

But  thou  dost,  in  thy  passages  of  life. 

Make  me  beUeve, — that  thou  art  only  mark'd 

For  the  hot  vengeance  and  the  rod  of  heaven, 

To  punish  my  mistreadings.    Tell  me  else. 

Could  such  inordinate,  and  low  desires. 

Such  poor, such  bare,such  lewd,such  mean  attempts  ^y 

Such  barren  pleasures,  rude  society. 

As  thou  art  match'd  withal,  and  grafted  to. 

Accompany  the  greatness  of  thy  blood. 

And  hold  their  level  with  thy  princely  heart  ? 

P.  Hen,  So  please  your  majesty,  I  would  I  could 
Quit  all  offences  with  as  clear  excuse. 
As  well  as,  I  am  doubtless,  I  can  purge 
Myself  of  many  I  am  charg'd  withal : 
Yet  such  extenuation  let  me  beg^. 
As,  in  reproof  of  many  tales  devis'd, — 
Which  oft  the  ear  of  greatness  needs  must  hear, — 
By  smiling  pick-thanks^  and  base  newsmongers, 
I  may,  for  some  things  true,  wherein  my  youth 
Hath  faulty  wander'd  and  irregular. 
Find  pardon  on  my  true  submission. 

K*  Hen.  God  pardon  thee ! — ^yet  let  me  wonder, 
Harry, 
At  thy  affections,  which  do  hold  a  wing 

^  Servxce^'ioT  action, 

3  Mean  attempts  are  mean,  unworthy  undertakings.  Lewd,  in 
Ihis  place,  has  its  original  signification  of  idle,  ungracums, 
naughty, 

3  The  constrnction  of  this  passage  is  somewhat  obscure,  John- 
son thus  explains  it: — '  Let. me  beg  so  much  extenuation  that 
upon  confutation  of  many  false  charges,  I  may  be  pardoned  some  thai 
are  true  J    Reproof  means  ^Usproof. 

*  A  sycophfint,  a  flatterer,  one  who  is  studious  to  g^ain  faTOur, 
or  to  pick  occasions  for  obtaining  thanks. 
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Quite  from  the  flight  of  all  th^r-Biicestors^ 

Hiy  place  in  council  thou  hast  ludely  lost^. 

Which  by  thy  younger  brothejr  is  supplied; 

And  art  almost  an  idien  to  the  hearts 

Of  all  the  court  and  princes  of  my  blood : 

The  hope  and  expectation  of,  thy  time 

Is  ruin'd ;  and  the  soul  of  every  man 

Prophetically  does  forethink  thy  fall. 

Had  I  so  lavish  of  my  presence  beep, 

So  common-hackney'd  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

So  stale  and  cheap  to  vulgar  company ; 

Opinion,  that  did  hdp  me  to  the  crown, 

Had  still  kept  loyal  to  possession^ ; 

And  left  me  in  reputeless  banishment, 

A  fellow  of  no  mark,  nor  likelihood. 

By  being  seldom  seen,  I  could  not  stir. 

Bat,  like  a  comet,  I  was  wonder'd  at : 

That  men  would  tell  their  children.  This  is  he: 

Others  would  say, — Where?  which  is  Bolingbroke? 

And  then  I  stole  all  courtesy  from  heaven  7, 

^  This  appears  to  be  an  anachronism.  The  prince's  remoyal 
from  cooncil,  in  conseqaence  of  his  striking  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice Crascoigne,  was  some  years  after  the  battle  of  Shrewsborj 
(1403).  His  brother  the  dake  of  Clarence  Was  appointed  presi- 
dent in  his  room,  and  he  was  not  created  a  duke  till  1411. 
'   '  True  to  him  that  had  then  possession  df  the  crown. 

7  Masiingrer,  in  The  Great  Duke  of  Florence,  has  adopted  this 
expression : — 

*  -  Gioranni, 

A  prince  in  expectation,  when  he  lired  here 
Stole  cowrUsy  from  keaeeH;  and  would  not  to 
The  meanest  serrant  in  mj  father's  house 
Have  kept  sach  distance.' 
Mr.  Giffbrd,  in  the  following  note  on  this  passage,  gires  the  best 
explanation  of  the  phrase,  which  the  commentators  have  alto- 
gether mistaken : — '  the  plain  meaning,  of  the  phrase  is  that  the 
affability  and  sweetness  of  Giovanni  were  of  a  heavenly  kind, 
i.  e.  more  perfect  than  was  usnally  fonnd  among  men,  resembling 
that  divine  condescension  which  exclades  none  from  its  regard, 
and,  therefore,  immediately  derived  or  stolen  from  heaven,  from 
whence  all  good  proceeds.    The  word  eiolen  here  means  little 
else  than  to  wim  by  imperceptible  progression,  by  gentle  violence.* 
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And  dress'd  myself  in  such  humility, 

That  I  did  pluck  allegianoe  from  men's  hearts^ 

Loud  shouts  and  salutations  from  their  mouths. 

Even  in  the  presence  of  the  crowned  king. 

Thus  did  I  keep  my  person  firesh,  and  new ; 

My  presence,  like  a  rohe  pontifical. 

Ne'er  seen,  but  woiider'd  at :  and  so  my  state, 

Seldom,  but  sumptuous,  showed  Uke  a  feast; 

And  won,  by  rareness,  such  solCT^nity. 

The  skipping  king,  he  ambled  up  and  down 

With  shallow  jesters,  and  rash  bavin®  wits. 

Soon  kindled,  and  soon  burtt'd:  carded^  his  state; 

Mingled  his  royalty  with  carping ^^  fools; 

Had  his  great  name  profaned  with  their  scorns ; 

And  gave  his  countenance,  against  his  name^ 

To  laugh  at  gibing  boys,  and  stand  the  push 

Of  every  beardless  vain  comparative^^ : 

Grew  a  companioti  to  the  common  streets, 

^  Bavins  are  brush-wood,  or  small  faggots  ased  for  lighting 
fires.  Thtis  in  Lyly's  Mother  Bombie,  1594 : — *  Bavins  will  hare 
their  flashes,  and  youth  their  fancies,  the  one  as  soon  qneached 
as  the  other  bumt«' 

'  To  card  is  to  mix,  or  debase  by  mixing.  The  metaphor  is 
probably  taken  from  mingling  coarse  wool  with  fine,  and  carding 
them  together,  thereby  diminishing  the  value  of  the  latter.  The 
phrase  is  used  by  other  writers  for  to  mingle  or  mix.  Thus  in 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Tamer  Tamed : —  ' 

'  But  mine  is  such  a  drench  of  balderdash. 
Such  a  strange  carded  ounningness.' 
And  in  Greene's  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier : — *  You  card  your 
beer  (if  you  see  your  guests  begin  to  get  drunk),  half  small,  half 
strong,  &c.'  '  Carded  ale'  is  also  mentioned  by  Nashe^  in '  Have 
with  you  to  Saffron  Walden,'  1506.  Shakspeare  has  a  similar 
thought  ia  All's  Well  that  Ends  Well  :^<  The  Web  of  our  Hfo  ia 
of  a  mmgkd  yam^  good  and  ill  together.' 

>®  The  quarto,  1598,  reads  aqnring.  The  quarto,  1699,  And 
subsequent  old  copies,  read  carpistg,  which  I  am  inclined  to  tkiak 
from  the  context  is  the  word  which  Shakspeare  wrote.  '  A  carping 
momos,'  apd  *  a  carping  fool,'  were  very  common  cxpressitttt  in 
that  age. 

"  i.  e.  every  beardless,  vain,  young  fellow  who  affected  wH^ 
or  was  a  deaUr  tti  compari»on».    Vide.  Act  i.  Sp.  2,  p.  109. 
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EnfeoflPd  ^^  himself  to  popularity : 

That  being  daiily  swallowed  by  men's  eyes, 

They  surfeited  with  honey ;  and  began 

To  loathe  the  taste  of  sweetness,  whereof  a  little 

More  than  a  tittle  is  by  much  too  much. 

So,  when  he  had  occasion  to  be  seen. 

He  was  but  as  the  cuckoo  is  in  June, 

Heard,  not  regarded ;  seen,  but  with  such  eyes. 

As,  sick  and  blunted  with  community. 

Afford  no  extraordinary  gaze. 

Such  as  is  bent  on  sunlike  majesty, 

When  it  shines  seldom  in  adimring  eyes : 

But  rather  drowz'd,  and  hung  their  eyeUds  down^ 

Slept  in  his  face,  and  render'd  such  aspect 

As  cloudy  men  use  to  their  adversaries ; 

Being  with  his  presence  glutted,  gorg'd,  and  full. 

And  in  that  very  line,  Harry,  standest  thou : 

For  thou  hast  lost  thy  princely  privilege, 

With  vile  participation ;  not  an  eye 

But  is  a- weary  of  thy  common  sight. 

Save  mine,  which  hath  desir'd  to  see  thee  more ; 

Which  now  doth  that  I  would  not  have  it  do. 

Make  blind  itself  with  fooUsh  tenderness. 

P.  Hen,  I  shall  hereafter,  my  thrice-gracious  lord. 
Be  more  myself. 

K,  Hen.  For  all  the  world. 

As  thou  art  to  this  hour,  was  Richard  then 
When  I  from  France  set  foot  at  Ravenspurg; 
And  ev^  as  I  was  then,  is  Percy  now. 
Now  by  my  sceptre,  and  my  soul  to  boot, 
He  hatik  more  worthy  interest  to  the  state  ^^, 

'^  L  e.  gwne  himself  up,  absolutely  and  entirely,  to  popularity, 
7o  enfeoff  1%  a  law  term,  signifying  to  gwe  or  grant  any  thing  to 
wother  in  fee  simple. 

"  '  Interest  to  the  state  ;*  we  should  now  write  in  the  state, 
bot  this  was  the  phraseology  of  the  poet's  time.  So  in  The  Win- 
^s  Tale,  '  —  he  is  less  freqaent  to  his  princely  exercises  than 
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Than  tlioa»  Hie  shadow  of  sacceseion : 

For,  of  no  right,  nor  oolour  like  to  rights 

He  doth  fill  fields  with  harness  in  the  reaini; 

Turns  head  against  the  lion's  armed  jaws; 

And,  being  no  iiM>re  in  debt  to  years  than  thou. 

Leads  ancient  lords  and  reverend  lHshop#  on. 

To  bloody  battles,  aftd  to  bruising  arms. 

TVhat  nerer-dying  honora^  hath  he  got 

Against  renowned  Douglas ;  whose  high  deeds. 

Whose  hot  incursions,  and  great  name  in  arms. 

Holds  from  all  soldiers  chief  majority. 

And  military  title  capital. 

Through  all  the  kingdoms  that  acknowledge  Christ? 

Thrice  hath  this  Hotspur  Mars  in  swathing  clothes* 

This  infant  warrior  in  his  enterprises 

Discomfited  great  Douglas ;  ta'en  him  once. 

Enlarged  him,  and  made  a  friend  of  him. 

To  fill  the  mouth  of  deep  defiance  up. 

And  shake  the  peace  and  safety  of  our  ^one^ 

And  what  say  you  to  this  ?  Petcy ,  Northumberiand, 

The  archbishop's  grace  of  Y6rk,  Douglas^  Mortimer, 

Capitulate  ^^  against  us,  and  are  Up. 

But  wherefore  do  I  tell  these  news  to  thee  ? 

Why,  Harry,- do  I  tell  thee  of  my  foes, 

Which  art  my  near'st  and  dearest  ^^  enemy  ? 

Thou  that  art  like  enough, — through  vassfll  fear. 

Base  inclination,  and  the  start;  of  spleen, 

To  fight  against  me  under  Percy's  pay. 

To  dog  his  heels,  and  court'sy  at  his  frowns. 

To  show  how  much  degenerate  thou  art. 

formerly/  *  Thoa  hast  bat  the  shadow  of  sacoession,  compared 
with  the  more  worthy  interest  in  the  state  (i.  e.  great  popnlaritj) 
which  he  possesses.' 

^*  To  ctqntulatef  according  to  the  old  dictionaries,  formeAf 
signified  to  make  articles  of  agreement.  The  nobles  enumerated 
had  entered  ihio  sitch  articles,  or  tdt^derated  against  the  king* 

**  See  rol.  i.  p.  882,  note  5. 
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P.  Ikn.  Do  not  thiBk  go,  you  pbdil  Qoifiniit  so ; 
Aai  God  forgive  them,  Ihat  have  bo  mvch  sway'd 
Your  majesty's  good  thoughts  away  from  me !  . 
I  will  redeem  all  this  on  Percy's  head, 
And^  in  the  closing  of  some  glorious  day, 
Be  bold  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  your  son ; 
TV  hen  I  will  wear  a  garment  all  of  blood. 
And  stain  ay  favours  ^  in  a  bloody  mask, 
Which,  wa^'d  away,  shall  scour  my  shame  with  it. 
And  that  shall  be  the  day,  whene'er  it  lights. 
That  this  same  child  of  honour  and  renown. 
This  gallant  Hotspur,  this  all-praised  knight, 
And  your  unthought-of  Harry,  chance  to  meet : 
For  every  honour  sitting  on  his  helm, 
'Would  Uiey  were  multitudes;  and  on  my  head 
My  shames  redoubled!  for  the  time  will  come. 
That  I  shall  make  this  northern  youth  exchange 
His  glorious  deeds  for  my  indignities. 
Percy  is  but  my  factor,  good  my  lord. 
To  engross  up  glorious  deeds  on  my  behalf; 
And  I  will  call  him  to  so  strict  account. 
That  he  shall  render  every  glory  up. 
Yea,  even  ^le  slightest  worship  of  his  time. 
Or  I  will  tear  the  reckoning  from  his  heart. 
Hus,  in  the  name  of  God,  I  promise  here : 
The  which  if  he  be  pleas'd  I  shall  perform, 
I  do  beseech  your  mi^sty,  may  salve 
The  long-grown  wounds  of  my  intemperance : 
If  not,  tiie  end  of  life  cancels  all  bands  ^"^ ; 
And  I  will  die  a  hundred  thousand  deaths. 
Ere  break  the  smallest  parcel -'^  of  this  vow. 

**  Fmovrs  is  prob^bljr  here  used  for  colours;  the  scarf  hj 
which  a  knight  of  rank  was  distinguished.  In  the  last  scene 
tie  Prince  says  :-^ 

*  But  let  mj  favours  hide  thy  mangled  face/ 

^  Bonds.  »8  Part. 
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JT.  Hen,  A  hundred  thousand  rebels  die  in  this : — 
Thou  shalt  have  charge,  and  sovereign  trust,  herein. 

Enter  Blunt. 

How  now,  good  Blunt  ?  thy  looks  are  full  of  speed. 

Blunt.  So  hath  the  business  that  I  come  to  speak  of. 
Lord  Mortimer  of  Scotland  ^^  hath  sent  word, — 
That  Douglas,  and  the  English  rebels,  met. 
The  eleventh  of  this  month,  at  Shrewsbury : 
A  mighty  and  a  fearful  head  they  are, 
If  promises  be  kept  on  every  hand. 
As  ever  oflfer'd  foul  play  in  a  state. 

K.  Hen.  The  earl  of  Westmoreland  set  forth  to- 
day; 
With  him  my  son.  Lord  John  of  Lancaster ; 
For  this  advertisement^  is  five  days  old : — 
On  Wednesday  next,  Harry,  you  shall  set 
Forward ;  on  Thursday,  we  ourselves  will  march : 
Our  meeting  is  Bridgnorth :  and,  Harry,  you 
Shall  march  through  G  lostershire ;  by  which  account, 
Our  business  valued,  some  twelve  days  hence 
Our  general  forces  at  Bridgnorth  shall  meet. 
Our  hands  are  full  of  business:  let's  away; 
'  Advantage  feeds  him^^  fat,  while  men  delay. 

[Exeunt. 

^^  There  was  no  such  person  as  Lord  Mortimer  of  ScotUmd; 
bat  there  was  a  Lord  March  of  Scotland  (George  Danbar),  who 
haying  quitted  his  own  coontrj  in  disgust,  attached  himself  so 
warmly  to  the  English,  and  did  them  snch  signal  services  in  their 
wars  with  Scotland,  that  the  parliament  petitioned  the  king  to 
bestow  some  reward  on  him.  He  fooght  on  the  side  of  King 
Henrj  in  this  rebeUion,  and  was  the  means  of  saving  his  life  at 
the  battle  of  Shrewsbury.  The  poet  recollected  that  there  was  a 
Scottish  lord  on  the  king's  side,  who  bore  the  same  title  with  the 
English  family  on  the  rebels'  side  (one  being  earl  of  March  in 
England,  the  other  earl  of  March  in  Scotland),  bat  his  memory 
deceived  him  as  to  the  particular  name  which  was  common  to 
both.    He  took  it  to  be  Mortimer  instead  of  March, 

»  InteUigence.  «*  Feeds  *wm«// fat. 
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SCENE  III. 

Eastcheap.     A  Roam  in  the  Boar's  Head  Tavern. 

Enter  Falstaff  and  Bardolph. 

Fal.  Bardolph,  am  1  not  fallen  away  vilely  since 
this  last  action  ?  da  1  not  bate?  do  I  not  dwindle? 
Wby,  my  skin  hangs  about  me  like  an  old  lady's 
loose  gown;  I  am  wither'd  like  an  old  apple- John. 
Well,  I'll  repent,  and  that  suddenly,  while  I  am  in 
some  liking^;  I  shall  be  out  of  heart  shortly,  and 
then  I  shall  have  no  strength  to  repent  An  I  have 
not  forgotten  what  the  inside  of  a  church  is  made  of, 
I  am  a  pepper-corn,*  a  brewer's  horse ^/tjfe  inside 
of  a  church !  Company,  yillanous  company,  hath 
been  the  spoil  of  me. 

Bard.  Sir  John,  you  are  so  fretful,  you  cannot 
Ure  long. 

FaL  Why,  there  is  it : — come,  sing  me  a  bawdy 
song;  make  me  merry.  I  was  as  virtuously  given, 
as  a  gentleman  need  to  be ;  virtuous  enough :  swore 
little;  diced,  not  above  seven  times  a  week;  went 
to  a  bawdy-house,  not  above  once  in  a  quarter — of 
an  hour ;  paid  money  that  I  borrowed,  three  or  four 
times;  lived  well,  and  in  good  compass :  and  now  I 
live  out  of  all  order,  out  of  all  compass. 

Bard.  Why,  you  are  so  fat.  Sir  John,  that  yon 

*  LUnng  is  conditwut  plight  of  body,  'If  one  be  in  better  plight 
of  body,  or  better  Uking.*  Si  qua  habttior  panlo  pngilem  esse 
ainnt.     Baret  L.  435. 

*  That  Falstaff  was  nnlike  a  brewer's  horse  may  be  c^ollected 
from  a  ctmnndrnm  in  The  Devil's  Cabinet  Opened  : — *  What  is 
the  difference  between  a  drunkard  and  a  brewer* s  horse? — Be- 
eanse  one  carries  all  his  liqnor  on  his  back,  and  the  other  in  his 
belly.'  MtUt  horse,  which  is  the  same  thing,  was  a  common  term 
of  reproach,  and  is  ased  elsewhere  by  Shakspeare,  and  by  Ben 
Jonson. 

VOL.  V.  T 
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must  needs  be  out  of  all  compass ;  out  of  all  reason- 
able compass.  Sir  John. 

Fal.  Do  thou  amend  thy  face,  and  I'll  amend  my 
life :  Thou  art  our  admiral  ^,  thou  bearest  the  lantera 
in  the  poop, — but  'tis  in  the  nose  of  thee :  thou  art 
the  knight  of  the  burning  lamp. 

Bard.  Why,  Sir  John,  my  face  does  you  no  harm. 

Fal,  No,  I'll  be  sworn;  I  make  as  good*use  of 
it  as  many  a  man  doth  of  a  death's  head,  or  a 
tnemento  mori:  I  never  see  thy  face,  but  I  diink 
upon  hell-fire,  and  Dives  that  Uved  in  purple;  for 
there  he  is  in  his  robes,  burning,  burning.  If  thou 
Wert  any  way  given  to  virtue,  I  would  swear  by  thy 
face;  my  oath  should  be.  By  this  fire :  but  thou  art 
altogether  given  over ;  and  wert  indeed,  but  for  tiie 
light  in  thy  face,  the  son  of  utter  darkness.  When 
thou  ran'st  up  Gads-hill  in  the  night  to  catch  my 
horse,  tf  I  did  not  think  thou  hadst  been  an  ignu 
fatuus,  or  a  ball  of  wildfire,  there's  no  purchase  in 
money.  O,  thou  art  a  perpetual  triumph,  an  ever- 
lasting bonfire-light  I  Thou  hast  saved  me  a  thousand 
marks  in  links  and  torches,  walking  with  thee  in  the 
night  betwixt  tavern  and  tavern^:  but  die  sack 
that  thou  hast  drunk  me,  would  have  bought  me 
lights  as  good  cheap  ^,  at  ^e  dearest  changer's  in 

'  So  Decker,  in  his  Wonderfal  Year,  1605 : — '  An  antiqnary 
might  hare  pickt  rare  matter  oat  of  his  nose. — ^The  Hambnrghert 
offered  I  know  not  how  many  dollars  for  his  companj  in  an  East 
Indian  yojage,  to  have  a  stood  a  nights  in  the  poope  of  their 
admiral,  only  to  save  the  charges  of  canSlea,*  That  it  was  ap  old 
joke  appears  from  a  passage  in  Bollein's  Dialogne  against  the 
Fever  Pestilence,  1678,  cited  by  Malone. 

*  Steeyens  has  taken  occasion  here  to  mention  that  candles  and 
lanterns  to  let  Were  then  cried  about  London,  the  streets  not  be- 
ing then  lighted. 

^  Cheap  being  derived  from  KAVPON,  Gothic,  is  the  past  par- 
ticiple of  cypan,  ceapan.  Sax.  to  traffic,  to  bargain,  to  bay  and 
sell.  Good  cheap  was  therefore  a  good  bargain,*  Our  ancestors 
not  only  used  good  cheap,  bat  better  cheap,  in  the 
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£urope.  I  haye  maintained  that  salamander  of 
yours  with  fire,  any  time  this  two  and  thirty  years ; 
Heaven  reward  me  for  it ! 

Bard.  'Sbloody  I  would  my  face  were  in  your 
t)eny! 

Fal,  God-a-mercy!  so  should  I  be  sure  to  be 
heart-burned. 

Enter  Hostess. 

How  BOW,  dame  Partlet  the  hen  ?  have  you  inquired 
yet,  who  picked  my  pocket  ? 

Hogi,  Why,  Sir  John !  what  do  you  think.  Sir 
John  ?  Do  you  think  I  keep  tibieres  in  my  house? 
I  hdve  searched,  I  have  inquired,  i^o  has  my  hus- 
band, man  by  man,  boy  by  boy,  servant  by  ser- 
vant :  the  tithe  of  a  hair  was  never  lost  in  my  house 
before. 

Fal.  You  lie,  hostess ;  Bardolph  was  shaved  and 
lost  maay  a  hair :  and  I'll  be  swom^  my  pocket  was 
picked :  Go  to,  you  are  a  woman,  go. 

Hogt.  Who  I  ?  I  defy  thee :  I  was  never  called 
so  in  mine  own  house  before. 

Ftd.  Go  to,  I  know  you  well  enough. 

Host.  No,  Su:  John;  you  do  not  know  me.  Sir 
John :  I  know  you.  Sir  John :  you  owe  me  money. 
Sir  Jolm,  and  now  you  pick  a  quarrel  to  beguile  me 
of  it :  I  bought  you  a  dozen  of  shirts  to  your  back. 

Fal.  Dowlas,  filthy  dowlas :   I  have  given  thena 

which  we  now  use  cheap  and  cheaper.  Tooke  thinks  that  bad- 
eheap  was  also  used,  bjit  has  adddced  no  example.  Baret  trans- 
lates the  ova  vilia  of  Horace  by  good  cheap  egg9 ;  and  the  mvfuiris 
vendere  aliquid,  of  Plantos,  by  to  sell  better-cheap.  Cheap  and 
cheaping  therefore  came  to  signify  a  tnarhet,  which  led  Johnson 
to  suppose  that  good-cheap  was  derived  from  a  bon  march6.  All 
the  northern  dialects  have  the  same  form  of  speech  that  oar  an- 
cestors used ;  thas  yodt-kopf  betre  hop,  in  Swedish ;  got  kiob,  better 
hiobf  in  Panish,  &c.  Florio  has  '  bnon-mercato,  good-cheape,  a 
good  bargaine.^ 
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away  to  bakers'  wives,  and  they  have- made  bolters 
of  them. 

Host,  'Now,  as  I  am  a  true  womao»  hoUand  of 
eight  shillings  an  ell^.  You  owe  money  here  be- 
sides, Sir  John,  for  your  diet,  and  by-drinkings,  and 
money  lent  you,  four  and  twenty  pound. 

Fal.  He  had  his  part  of  it;  let  him  pay. 

Hast.  He?  alas,  he  is  poor;  he  hath  nothmg. 

FaL  How !  poor?  look  upon  his  face ;  What  call 
you  rich  ?  let  them  coin  his  nose,  let  them  coin  his 
cheeks;  111  not  pay  a  denier.  What,  will  you 
make  a  youtfker^  of  me  ?  shall  I  not  take  mine  ease 
in  mine  inn^,  but  I  shall  have  my  pocket  picked?  I 
have  lost  a  seal-ring  of  my  grandfather's  worth  forty  . 
mark. 

Host.  O  Jesu !  I  have  heard  the  prince  tell  him, 
I  know  not  how  oft,  that  that  ring  was  copper. 

Fal.  Howl  the  prince  is  a  Jack,  a  sneak-cup; 
and,  if  he  were  here,  I  would  cudgel  him  like  a  dog, 
if  he  would  say  so. 

^  Eight  shUUngs  an  eU,  for  holland  linen,  appears  a  high  price 
for  the  time,  bat  hear  Stnbbes  in  his  Anatomiedf  Abases  : — *  Id 
so  mach  as  I  have  heard  of  shirtes  that  have  cost  some  ten  shil- 
linges,  some  twentie,  some  fortie,  some  five  pound,  some  twentie 
nobles,  and  (whiche  is  horrible  to  heare)  some  ten  poand  a 
peece,  yea  the  meanest  sfaiirte  that  commonly  is  wome  of  any 
doest  cost  a  crowne  or  a  noble  at  the  least ;  and  yet  that  if 
scarsely  thoogbt  fine  enough  for  the  simplest  person.* 

^  Youifiker  is  here  used  for  a  nonce,  a  dupe,  or  a  person  thought- 
less through  inexperience.    So  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice : — 
*  How  like  a  younker,  and  a  prodigal, 
The  scarfed  bark  puts  from  her  native  bay.' 

®  This  was  a  common  phrase  {or  enjoying  one*s  self  in  qtnet,  at 
if  at  home ;  not  very  different  in  its  application  from  tljat  ma^m. 
Every  man* 9  house  is  his  castle.  Inne  originally  signified  a  house 
or  habitation.  When  the'  word  began  to  change  its  meaning;  and 
to  be  used  for  a  house  of  public  entertainment,  the  proverb  still 
continuing  in  force,  was  applied  in  the  latter  sense.  Falstiff 
puns  upon  the  word  inn,  in  order  to  represent  the  wron^  done 
nim  the  more  strongly.  Old  Hey  wood  has  one  or  two  ejpigrami 
which  turn  upon  this  phrase. 
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Enter  Prince  Henry  and  Poms,  marching. 
Falstaff  meets  the  Prince,  playifig  an  hi$ 
truncheon  like  ajife. 

Fai.  How  now,  lad?  is  tiie  wind  in  tbat  door,  ] 
i'faith?  must  We  all  march  ? 

Bard.  Yea,  two  and  two,  Newgate-flnsluon  ? 

Host*  My  lord,  I  pray  yon,  hear  me. 

P.  Hen.  What  sayest  thou,  mistress  Quickly  T 
How  does  thy  hushand  ?  I  bve  ym  well,  he  is  an 
honest  man. 

Host.  Good  my  lord,  hear  me. 

Fal.  Pr'ythee,  let  her  alone,  and  liit  to  me. 

P.  Sen.  What  sayest  thou,  Jack? 

Fal.  Hie  oihsx  mght  I  f^  asleep  here  behind  the 
arras,  and  had  my  pocket  picked :  tlds  house  is  turned 
bawdy-house,  ^y  pick  pockets. 

P.  Hen.  What  didst  thou  lose.  Jack? 

Fal.  Wilt  thou  believe  me,  Hal?  three  or  four 
bonds  of  forty  pound  a-piece,  and  a  seal-ring  of  my 
grandfather's. 

P.  Hen.  A  trifle,  scMue  eight-penny  matter. 

Host.  80  I  told  hmi,  my  lord ;  and  I  said  I  heuMi 
your  grace  say  so :  And,  my  lord,  he  speaks  most 
vilely  of  you,  like  a  foul-mouthed  man  as  he  is;  and 
said,  he  would  cudgel  you. 

P.  Hen.  What!  he  did  not? 

Host.  There's  neither  faith,  truth,  nor  womanhood 
in  me  else. 

Fal.  There's  no  more  faith  in  thee  than  in  a 
stewed  pruned;  nor  no  more  truth  in  thee,  than  in 

'  Steeveiu  has  been  too  abnndaotly  copioiu  on  the  subject  of 
slewed  prtmes.  They  were  a  refection  particularlj  common  in- 
brothels  in  Shakspeare*s  time,  perhaps  from  raistal^en  notions  of 
tbeir  antisjphilitio  properties.  It  is  not  easy  to  understand  Fal- 
staflTs  similes,  perhaps  he  means  as  faithless  as  a  strumpet  or  a  bawd. 
A  drawn  fox  is  surelj  neither  an  exentertUed  fox !  nor  a  fox  drawn 

T  2 
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a  drawn  fox;  and  for  womanhood,  maid  Marian ^^ 
may  be  the  deputy's  wife  of  the  ward  to  thee.  Go, 
you  thing,  go. 

Host.  Say,  what  thing?  what  thing? 

FaL  What  thing  ?  why  a  thing  to  thank  God  on. 

Host.  I  am  no  thing  to  thank  God  on,  I  would 
thou  ^ould'st  know  it;  I  am  an  honest  man's  wife: 
and,  setting  thy  knighthood  aside,  thou  art  a  knave 
to  call  me  so. 

FaL  Setting  thy  womanhood  aside,  thou  art  a 
beast  to  say  otherwise. 

Host.  Say,  what  beast,  thou  knare  thou  ? 

Fal.  What  beast?  why  an  otter. 

P.  Hen,  Ah  otter,  Sur  John  !  why  an  otter  ? 

FaL  Why  ?  she's  neither  fish,  Aor  flesh ;  a  man 
knows  not  where  to  have  her. 

Host.  Thou  art  an  unjust  man  in  saying  so ;  thou 
or  any  man  knows  where  to  haye  me,  Ihou  knave 
thou. 

P.  Ifeift.  Thou  sayest  true,  hostess ;  and  he  slan* 
ders  thee  most  grossly. 

Host.  So  he  doth  you,  my  loid;  and  said  this 
other  day,  you  ought  him  a  thousand  pound. 

P.  Hen,.  Sirrah,  do  I  owe  you  a  thousand  pound. 

FaL  A  thousand  pound,  Hal?  a  million:  thy  love 
is  worth  a  million ;  thou  owest  me  thy  love. 

oyer  the  gronncU  to  exercise  the  hounds ;  hut  a  hunted  fox,  a  fox 
drmon  from  his  cover,  whose  cunning  in  doubling  and  deceiring 
the  hoonds  makes  the  simile  perfectiy  appropriate.  Beaomont 
and  Fletcher,  in  the  Tamer  Tamed,  call  Moroso,  a  canning  ara- 
ricious  old  man, '.  that  drawn  fox*  '  Drawing  is  a  term  used  in 
hunting,  when  tiiey  beat  the  boshes,  &c.  after  a  fox.' — Comnlry 
J>icM704. 

^  One  of  die  characters  in  the  ancient  morris  dance,  generally 
a  man  dressed  like  a  woman,  sometimes  a  strompet ;  and  there- 
fore forms  anallasion  to  describe  women  of  amascnline  character. 
A  cnrioas  tract  entitled  '  Old  Meg  of  Herefordshire  for  a  Maifd 
Marian,  and  Hereford  Town  for  a  Mprris-dance,  1609,'  was 
reprinted  bj  Mr.  Triphook  in  1816. 
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Hast.\'NeLy,  my  lord,  he  called  you  Jack,  and 
said,  he  would  cudgel  you. 

Fal.  Did  I,  Bardolph? 

Bard.  Indeed,  Sir  John,  you  said  so. 

FiU.  Yea ;  if  he  said,  my  ring  was  copper. 

P.  Hen.  1.  say,  'tis  copper :  Barest  tfiou  be  as 
gdod  as  thy  word  pow? 

Fal.  Why,  Hal,  thou  knowest,,a8  thou  art  but 
man,  I  dare :  but,  as  thou  art  prince,  I  fear  thee,  as 
I  fear  the  roaring  of  the  lion's  whelp. 

P.  Hen.  Apd  why  not,  as  the  lion  ? 

Fal.  The  king  himself  is  to  be  feared  ^s  the  lion : 
Dost  diou  think,  I'll  fear  thee  as  I  fear  thy  father  ? 
nay,  and  I  do,  I  pray  God,  my  girdle  break  ^^  ? 

P.  Hen.  O,  if  it  should,  how  would  thy  guts  fall 
about  diy  knees !  But,  sirrah,  there's  no  room  for 
faith,  truth,  nor  honesty,  in  this  bosom  of  thine;  it 
is  filled  up  with  guts,  and  midriff.  Charge  an  honest 
woman  with  picking  thy  pocket !  Why,  thou  whore* 
son,  impudent,  embossed  ^^  rascal,  if  there  were  any 
thing  in  thy  pocket  but  tavem-reckonings,  memoran^ 
dums  of  bawdy-houses,  and  one  poor  penny-worth 
of  sugar-candy  to  make  thee  long-winded;  if  thy 
pocket  were  enriched  with  any  other  injuries  but 
these,  I  am  a  villain.  And  yet  you  will  stand  to 
it;  you  will  not  pocket  up  wrong;  Art  thou  not 
ashamed? 

Fal.  Dost  thou  heajr,  Hal?  thou  knowest,  in  the 

M  This  imprecaiion  is  supposed  to  haye  reference  to  the  old 
adage, '  Ungirt,  unbkst*  It  appears  to  have  been  aisp  proyerhial* 
In  a  famnoroos  poem,  apparently  from  the  pen  of  Sa^.  Row- 
lands, 'Tis  Merry  when  Gossips  meet,  1609,^  we  also  find  it : — 
'  How  say'st  thou,  Besse^  shall  it  he  so,  girle?  speaker 
If  I  ma|:e  one,  pray  God  my  girdle  hreakV 
Malone  obserres, '  that  as  the  purse  was  worn  hanging  at  the, 
girdle,  its  breaking,  unobserved  by  the  wearer,  was  a  serious 
matter.' 

"  Swolv/  puffy,  blown  tap.    .  .  -    •    ^ 
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state  of  innocency^  Adam  fell;  and  what  should 
poor  Jack  Falstaff  do,  in  the  days  of  villany  ?  Thou 
seest,  I  have  more  flesh  than  another  noan;  and 

therefore  more  fruity. You  confess  then,  you 

picked  my  pocket? 

P.' Hen.  It  appears  so  by  the  story. 

Fal.  Hostess,  I  forgive  thee:  Go,  make  ready 
break^itst ;  love  Ahy  husband,  look  to  Ihy  servants, 
cherB^  thy  guests :  thou  shalt  find  me  tractable  to 
any  honest  reason :  thou  seest,  I  am  pacified. — 
Still? — Nay,  pr'ythefe,  be  gone.  [Exit  Hostess.] 
'"Now,  Hal,  to  the  news  at  court:  for  lite  robbery, 
lad, — How  is  that  answered  ? 

P.  Hen.  O,  my  sweet  beef,  I  must  still  be  good 
angel  to  liiee : — ^Tfae  money  is  paid  back  agiun. 

FaL  O,  I  do  not  like  that  paying  back,  'tis  t 
donl^  labour. 

P.  Hen.  I  am  good  fnends  wkii  my  fi&tiier,  and 
may  do  any  thiiig. 

Fal,  Rdb  me  the  erchecpiciir  ^e  first  thing  thou 
doest,  and  do  it  with  unwashed  hands  too. 

Bard.  Do,  my  lord. 

P.  Hen.  I  have  procured  thee.  Jack,  a  charge  of 
fo€tt. 

Fal.  I  would,  it  had  been  of  horse.  Where  shall 
I  find  otie  that  can  steal  well?  O  for  a  fine  thief,  of 
the  age  of  two  and  twenty,  or  thereabouts !  I  am 
hemou^y  unprovided.  Well,  God  be  thanked  for 
these  rebels,  they  offend  none  but  the  virtuous;  I 
laud  them,  I  praise  them. 

P.  Hen,  Bardolph 

Bard.  My  lord. 

P.  Hen.  Go  bear  Uiis  letter  to  Lord  John  of  Lan- 
<:aster, — my  brother  John; — ^this  to  my  lord  of 
Westmoreland. — Go,  Poins,  to  horse,  to  horse;  for 
thou,  and  I,  have  thirty  miles  to  ride  yet  ere  chnner 
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time.- Jack,  meet  me  to-morrow  i'the  Temple- 
hall  at  two  o'clock  i'the  afternoon :  there  shalt  thou 
know  thy  charge;  and  th^re  receive  money,  and 
order  for  thieir  furniture  ^^.  • 

The  land  b  burning;  Percy  stands  on  high; 
And  either  they,  or  we,  must  lower  lie. 

[Exeunt  Prince,  Poins,  and  Bardolph. 

Fal,  Rare  words !  brave  world ! Hostess,  my 

breakfast;  come: — 
0, 1  could  wish,  this  tavern  were  my  drum.    [Exit. 


ACT  IV. 
SCENE  I.     The  rebel  Camp  near  Shrewsbury. 

Enter  Hotspur,  Worcester,  and  Douglas. 

Hot.  Well  said,  my  noble  Scot :  If  speaking  truth. 
In  this  fine  age,  were  not  thought  flattery. 
Such  attribution  should  the  Douglas  ^  have. 
As  not  a  soldier  of  this  season's  stamp 
Should  go  so  general  current  through  the  world. 
By  heaven,  I  cannot  flatter ;  I  defy  ^ 
The  tongues  of  soothers;  but  a  braver  place 
In  my  hearts  love,  hath  no  man  than  yourself : 
Nay,  task  me  to  the  word ;  approve  me,  lord. 

Doug.  Thou  art  the  king  of  honour : 

No  man  so  potent  breathes  upon  the  ground. 

But  I  will  beard'  him» 

^*  I  have  followed  Mr.  Donee's  suggestion  in  printing  tlins 
mnch  of  this  speech  in  prose.  No  correct  ear  will  erer  receire 
it  as  hlank  rerse,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  hj  omission,  &c. 
to  conrert  it  into  metre. 

*  This  expression  is  frequent  in  Holinshed,  and  is  applied  by 
way  of  preeminence  to  the  head  of  the  Doaglas  family. 

*  Disdain. 

*  To  beard  is  to  oppose  face  to  face,  in  a  daring  and  hostile  man- 
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Hat.  Do  so,  and  'tis  well : — 

Enter  a  Messenger,  with  Letters, 

What  letters  hast  thou  there  ? — I  can  but  thaid^  yoo. 

Mess,  These  letters  come  from  your  father, — 

Hot.  Letters  from  him!  why  comes  he  not  himself? 

Mess.  He  cannot  come,  my  lord ;  h^'s  grievous  sick? 

Hot.  'Zounds!  how  has  he  die  leisure  to  be  sick^ 
In  such  a  justling  time  ?  Who  leads  his  power  ? 
Under  whose  government  c<Hne  they  aloiig? 

Mess.  His  letters  bear  his  mind,  not  I,  my  lord^. 

War.  I  pr'ythee,  tell  me,  doth  he  keep  his  bed? 

Mess.  He  did,  my  lord,  four  days  ere  I  set  forth? 
And  at  the  time  of  my  departure  thence. 
He  was  much  fear'd  by  his  physicians. 

War.  I  would,  the  state  of  time  had  first  been  whole, 
Ere  he  by  sickness  had  been  visited; 
His  health  was  never  better  worth  than  now. 

Hot.  Sick  now  !  droop  now !  this  sickness  doth 
infect 
The  very  life-blood  of  our  enterprise ; 

Tis  catching  hither,  even  to  our  camp. 

He  writes  me  here, — that  inward*  sickness — 
And  that  his  friends  by  deputation  could  not 
So  soon  be  drawn ;  nor  did  he  think  it  meet. 
To  lay  so  dangerous  and  dear  a  trust 

ner,  to  threaten  even  to  his  beard.    Thits  in  Marlowe's  Ring  Ed- 
ward II  :— 

<  ^^-«_*-«_  suffer  nncontrord 
These  barons  thus  to  beard  me  in  mj  land.' 
Again,  in  Macbeth : — 

* met  them  darefol  beard  to  beOrdJ 

*  Epaminondas  beihg  told,  on  the  evening  before  the  battle  of 
Leuctra,  that  an- officer  of  distinction  had  died  in  his  tent,  ex- 
claimed, '  Good  gods !  how  could  any  bodj  find  time  to  die  in 
such  a  conjuncture.' — Xenophtm  HeUenk,  1.  Ti. 

»  The  folio  reads  *  not  I  his  mind.'  The  quarto,  1598, '  not  I 
my  mind.'    The  emendation  is  Capell's. 
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On  any  soul  remjOv'd^  but  on  his  own. 

Yet  doili  he  give  us  bold  advertisement^ — 

That  with  our  small  conjunction*  we  should  on. 

To  see  how  fortune  is  dispos'd  to  us : 

For,  as  he  writes,  there  is  no  quailing^  now; 

Because  the  king  is  certainly  possessed  ^ 

Of  all  our  purposes.     What  say  you  to  it? 

War.  Your  fatber*s  sickness  is  a  maim  to  us. 

Hot.  A  perilous  gash,  a  very  limb  lopp'd  off: — 
And  yet,  in  faith,  'tis  not ;  his  present  want 
Seems  more  than  we  shall  find  it: — ^Were  it  good, 
To  set  the  exact  wealth  of  all  our  states 
All  at  one  cast?  to  set  so  rich  a  main 
On  the  nice  hazaid  of  one  doubtful  hour  ? 
It  were  not  good ;  fpr  therein  should  we  read 
The  very  bottom  and  the  soul  of  hope : 
The  very  list,  the  very  utmost  bound 
Of  all  our  fortunes. 

Doug.  'flaith,  and  so  we  should; 

Where  ^  now  remains  a  sweet  reversion ; 
We  umy  boldjy  spend  upon  the  hope  of  what 
Is  to  come  in : 
A  comfort;  of  retirement*®  lives  in  this. 

Hot,  A  rendezvous,  a  home  to  fly  unto, 
If  that  the  devil  and  mischance  look  big 
Upon  the  maidenhead  of  our  aflRairs. 

•  That  is,  on  anj  less  near  to  himself,  or  whose  interest  is  re- 
mote,   Thos  in  Hunlet : — 

'  It  wafts  yon  to  a  more  removed  groond.' 
And  in  As  Yon  like  It : — *  in  so  removed  a  dwelling.' 

^  QuaUing  is  fainting,  slackening,  flagging ;  or  failing  in  rigoor 
or  resolution ;  going  back.    Cotgrave  renders  it  by  alachisser 
meiU.  So  in  the  Third  Part  of  King  flienry  VI.  Act  ii.  So.  3  :— 
*  This  may  plant  courage  in  their  quaiUng  breasts.' 

•  Informed. 

•  Where,  for  whereas.    As  in  Pericles,  Act  i,  Sc.  1 : — 

'  Where  now  you  are  both  a  fathter  and  a  son.' 
"  i.  e. '  a  support  to  which  we  may  have  recourse.' 
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Wcfr.  But  yet,  I  would  your  father  had  been  here. 
The  quality  and  hair^  of  our  attempt 
Brooks  no  diTision :  It  will  be  thought 
By  some,  that  know  not  why  he  is  away, 
That  wisdom,  loyalty,  and  mere  dislike 
Of  our  proceedings,  kept  Uie  earl  firom  hence ; 
And  thmk,  how  such  an  apprehension 
May  turn  the  tide  of  fearful  faction. 
And  breed  a  kind  of  question  in  our  cause : 
For,  well  you  know,  we  of  the  offering  ^^  side 
Must  keep  aloof  from  strict  arbitrement; 
And  stop  all  sight-holes,  every  loop,  from  whence^ 
The  eye  of  reason  may  pry  in  upon  us : 
This  absence  of  your  facer's  draws  a  curtain^'. 
That  shows  Uie  ignorant  a  kind  of  fear 
Before  not  cbreamt  of. 

Hot*  You  strain  too  far. 

I,  rather,  of  his  absence  make  this  use ; — 
It  lends  a  lustre,  and  more  great  opinion, 
A  larger  dare  to  our  great  enterprise. 
Than  if  the  earl  were  here :  for  men  must  think, 
If  we,  without  his  help,  can  make  a  head, 

"  Umr  was  anciently  used  metaphoricallj  for  the  coJbicr,  cm- 
pUxum,  or  tuOure  of  a  thing.  Pelo  (in  Italian)  is  used  for  tlie 
colour  of  a  hone,  also  for  the  cotmtetumce  of  a  man :'  nnApoUt'n 
French,  has  the  same  significations,  emer  d'um  peh,  estre  fm 
poil.  To  be  of  the  same  hairt  qnalitj,  or  condition.  Thus,  ia 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Nice  Valonr : — 

'  A  ladj  of  mj  hair  cannot  want  pitying.' 
And  in  the  old  comedy  of  The  Family  of  Love : — '  They  saj  I 
am  of  the  right  haire,  and  indeed  they  may  stand  to*t.'  So  ia  die 
Interlude  of  Tom  Tyler  and  his  Wife : — 

•  But  I  bridled  a  colt  of  a  contrary  hare,* 
'  **  The  offering  side  is  the  assailing  side.  Baret  renders  'i4f- 
temiare  pndicitiam  pnellsc,  to  assaile  a  maydens  chastitie :  to  offer* 
^3  To  dram  a  curtain  had  anciently  the  same  meaning  as  to  mi- 
dra»  one  at  present.  Thus  in  the  Second  Part  of  King  Henrj  VI. 
quarto,  1600 : — *  Then  the  curtaine*  being  drawne,  Duke  Hua- 
phrey  is  discovered  in  his  bed.' 
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To  push  against  the  kingdom ;  with  his  help, 
We  shall  o'ertura  it  topsy-turvy  down. — 
Yet  all  goes  well,  yet  all  our  joints  are  whole. 

Doug,  As  heart  can  think :  there  is  not  such  a  word 
Spoke  of  in  Scotland,  as  this  term^^  of  fear. 

Enter  Sir  Richard  Vernon. 

Hot.  My  cousin  Vernon !  welcome,  hy  my  soul. 

Ver,  'Pray  God,  my  news  be  worth  a  welcome,  lord. 
The  earl  of  Westmoreland,  seven  thousand  strong. 
Is  marching  hitherwards ;  with  him.  Prince  John. 

Hot.  No  harm :  What  more  ? 

Ver.  And  further,  I  have  leam'd. 

The  king  himself  in  person  is  set  forth. 
Or  hitherwards  intended  speedily. 
With  strong  and  mighty  preparation. 

Hot.  He  shall  be  welcome  too.  Where  is  his  son. 
The  nimble-footed^^  mad-cap  prince  of  Wales, 
And  his  comrades,  that  dafTd  the  world  aside, 
And  bid  it  pass? 

Ver.  All  fumish'd,  all  in  arms. 

All  plum'd :  Uke  estridges  that  with  the  wind 
Bated,  like  eagles  having  lately  bath'd^^; 

"  The  folio  reads  '  dream  of  fear/ 

*'  Shakspeare  rarely  bestows  his  epithets  at  random.  Stowe 
sajs  of  the  prince : — '  He  was  passing  swift  in  running,  insomnch 
that  he,  with  two  other  of  his  lords,  without  honnds,  bow,  or  other 
eagine,  would  take  a  wilde  bncke,  or  doe,  in  a  large  parke/ 

'*.  This  is  the  reading  of  all  the  old  copies,  which  Hanmernot 
understanding,  altered  to — 

'  All  plam'd  like  estridges,  and  with  the  wind 
Bating  like  eagles,  &c.' 
Then  came  Johnson,  who  supposed  that  there  must  be  necessity 
for  emendation,  as  it  had  already  been  attempted :  he  changed  it 
thai:-. 

'  All  plum'd  like  estndges,  that  totM^  the  wind  ; 
Bated  like  eagles,  &c.'  * 
This  reading  has  been  adopted  by  Malone,  and  by  Steevens,  with 
a  Tolominoos  commentary  to  show  its  necessity.     But  surely,  if 
VOL.  V.  V 
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Glittering  in  golden  coats,  like  images ; 
As  full  of  spirit  as  the  month  of  May, 
And  gorgeous  as  the  sun  at  midsummer; 
Wanton  as  youthful  goats,  wild  as  young  bulls. 
I  saw  young  Harry, — with  his  beaver^''  on. 
His  cuisses  ^®  on  his  thighs,  gallantly  arm'd, — 
Hise  from  the  ground  like  feather'd  Mercury, 

a  clear  sense  can  be  deduced  from  the  passage  as  it  stands,  no 
conjectural  alteration  of  the  text  should  be  admitted.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  passage  is  obviously  this : — '  The  prince  and  his  com- 
rades were  all  fnmish'd,  all  in  arms,  all. plumed*:  like  estridges 
(ostriches)  that  bated  (i.  e.  flutter  or  beat)  the  wind  with  their 
wings;  like  eagles  having  lately  bathed.*  Johnson's  reading  is 
exceptionable,  if  it  was  not  an  unwarrantable  innovation,  because 
to  wing  the  wind  and  to  bate  are  the  same  thing;  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  an  elliptical  construction  are  not  avoided  by  it.  Malone's 
notion,  that  a  line  had  been  omitted,  has  not  my  concurrence. 
Nor  do  I  think  with  Mr.  Douce,  that  by  estridges,  estridge  falcons 
are  here  meant,  though  the  word  may  be  used  in  that  sense  in 
Antony  and  Cleopatra.  The  ostrtdge's  plumage  would  be  more 
likely  to  occur  to  the  poet,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the 
oognieance  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  So  in  Drajrton's  Polyolbion, 
Song  22  :— 

*  Prince  Edward  all  in  gold,  as  he  great  Jove  had  been. 
The  M ountford's  all  in  plumes  like  estridges  were  seen.' 
Bating f  or  to  bate,  in  falconry,  is  thennquiet  fluttering  of  a  hawk. 
To  beat  the  wing,  baiter  VaU,  Ital.  All  birds  &af«,  i.  e.  flutter, 
beat,  or  flap  their  wings  to  dry  their  feathers  after  bathing ;  and 
the  mode  in  which  the  ostrich  uses  its  wings,  to  assist  itself  in 
running  with  the  wind,  is  of  this  character ;  it  is  a  fluttering  or  a 
flapping,  not  a  flight.  The  fluttering  motion  and  flapping  of  the 
plumed  crests  of  the  prince  and  his  associates  naturally  excited 
these  images.  Bated  refers  both  to  the  flapping  of  the  plumes, 
and  of  the  wings  of  the  ostrich  ;  the  plumage  of  that  bird  is  dis- 
played to  more  advantage  when  its  wings  are  in  motion,  than 
when  aA  rest ;  and  hence  tiie  propriety  of  representing  the  feathers 
of  the  helmets  flouting  the  air  to  the  plumage  of  the  ostrich  when 
its  wings  were  in  motion,  or  when  it '  bated  the  air,  like  eagles 
lately  bathed.' 

^7  The  beaoer  of  a  helmet  was  a  moveable  piece,  which  lifted 
up  or  down  to  enable  the  wearer  to  drink  or  to  take  breath  more 
freely.  It  is  frequently,  though  improperly,  used  to  express  the 
helmet  itself. 

*^  Armour  for  the  thighs. 
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And  vaulted  with  such  ease  iuto  his  seat. 
As  if  an  angel  dropp'd  down  from  the  clouds, 
To  turn  and  wind  a  fiery  Pegasus, 
And  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship. 

Hot.  No  more,  no  more ;  worse  than  the  sun  in 
March, 
This  praise  doth  nourish  agues.     Let  them  come ; 
They  come  like  sacrifices  in  their  trim, 
And  to  the  fire-ey'd  maid  of  smoky  war. 
All  hot,  and  bleeding,  will  we  offer  them : 
The  mailed  Mars  shall  on  his  altar  sit. 
Up  to  the  ears  in  blood.     I  am  on  fire, 
To  hear  this  rich  reprisal  is  so  nigh. 
And  yet  not  ours : — Come,  let  me  take  ^^  my  horse. 
Who  is  to  bear  me,  like  a  thunderbolt. 
Against  the  bosom  of  the  prince  of  Wales  ; 
Harry  to  Harry  shall,  hot  horse  to  horse. 
Meet,  and  ne'er  part,  till  one  drop  down  a  corse. — 
O,  that  Glendower  were  come! 

Ver.  There  is  more  news : 

I  leam'd  in  Worcester,  as  I  rode  along. 
He  cannot  draw  his  power  this  fourteen  days. 

Doug.  That's  the  worst  tidings  that  I  hear  of  yet 

TTor.  Ay,  by  my  faith,  that  bears  a  frosty  sound. 

Hot.  What  may  the  king's  whole  battle  reach  unto  ? 

Ver.  To  thirty  thousand. 

Hot.  Forty  let  it  be; 

My  father  and  Glendower  being  both  away. 
The  powers  of  us  may  serve  so.  great  a  day. 
Come,  let  us  make  a  muster  speedily : 
Doomsday  is  near ;  die  all,  die  merrily. 

D<mg.  Talk  not  of  dying;  I  am  out  of  fear 
Of  death,  or  death's  hand,  for  this  one  half  year. 

[Exeunt. 

»  The  quartos  of  1598  and  1699  read  taste. 


,y  Google 


220  FIRST  PART  OF  ACT  IV. 

SCENE  II.     A  Pvhlick  Road  near  Coventry. 

Enter  Falstaff  and  Bardolph. 

FaL  Bardolphy  get  thee  before  to  Coventry;  fill 
me  a  bottle  of  sack ;  our  soldiers  shall  march  through; 
well  to  Sutton-Colfield  to-night. 

Bard,  Will  you  give  me  money,  captain  ? 

FaL  Lay  out,  lay  out 

Bard.  This  bottle  makes  an  angel. 

FaL  An  if  it  do,  take  it  for  thy  labour;  and  if  it 
make  twenty,  take  them  all,  I'll  answer  the  coinage. 
Bid  my  lieutenant  Peto  meet  me  at  the  town's  end. 

Bard,  I  will,  captain :  farewell.  [Exit, 

FaL  If  I  be  not  ashamed  of  my  soldiers,  I  am  a 
souced  gurnet^.  I  have  misused  the  king's  press 
damnably.  I  .have  got,  in  exchange  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  soldiers,  three  hundred  and  odd  pounds. 
I  press  me  none  but  good  householders,  yeomen's 
sons :  inquire  me  out  contracted  bachelors,  such  as 
had  been  asked  twice  on  the  bans ;  such  a  commo- 
dity of  warm  slaves,  as  had  as  lief  hear  the  devil  as 
a  drum ;  such  as  fear  the  report  of  a  caliver  *,  worse 
than  a  struck  fowl,  or  a  hurt  wild-duck.  I  pressed 
me  none  but  such  toasts  and  butter^,  with  hearts  in 
their  belhes  no  bigger  than  pins'  heads,  and  they 
have  bought  out  their  services ;  and  now  my  whole 
charge  consists  of  ancients,  corporals,  lieutenants, 
gentlemen  of  companies,  slaves  as  ragged  as  Laza- 
rus in  the  painted  <iloth,  where  the  glutton's  dogs 

1  The  gurnet,  or  grunard,  was  a  fish  of  the  piper  kind.  It  was 
probablj  deemed  a  volgar  dish  when  soused  or  pickled,  hence 
soused  gurnet  was  a  common  term  of  reproach. 

*  A  gnn. 

'  '  Londoners,  and  all  within  the  sound  of  Bow  bell,  are  in  re- 
proach called  cockneys,  and  eaters  of  buttered  toastsJ-^-Moryson^s 
Jtm.  1617.  So  in  Beanmont  and  Fletcher's  Wit  without 
Money: — 

*  Thej  love  young  toasts  and  butter,  Bow  bell  sackers.' 
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licked  his  sores :  aad  such  as,  indeed,  were  never 
soldiers;  but  discarded  unjust  serving-men,  younger 
sons  to  younger  brothers,  revolted  tapsters,  and 
ostlers  trade-fallen;  the  cankers  of  a  calm  world, 
and  a  long  peace;  ten  times  more  dishonourable 
ragged  than  an  old  faced  ancient^ :  and  such  have 
I,  to  fill  up  the  rooms  of  them  that  have  bought  out 
their  services,  that  you  would  think,  that  I  had  a 
hundred  and  fifty  tattered  prodigals,  lately  come 
from  swine  keeping,  from  eating  draff  and  husks. 
A  mad  fellow  met  me  on  the  way,  and  told  me,  I 
had  unloaded  all  the  gibbets,  and  pressed  the  dead 
bodies.  No  eye  hath  seen  such  scare-crows.  I'll 
not  march  through  Coventry  with  them,  that's  flat: 
—Nay,  and  the  villains  march  wide  betwixt  the 
legs,  as  if  they  had  gives^  on ;  for  indeed,  I  had  the 
most  of  them  out  of  prison.  There's  but  a  shirt  and 
a  half  in  all  my  company :  imd  the  half-shirt  is  two 
napkins,  tacked  together,  and  thrown  over  the 
shoulders  like  a  hendd's  coat  without  sleeves;  and 
the  shirt,  to  say  the  truth,  stolen  from  my  host  at 
Saint  Albans,  or  the  red-nose  inn-keeper  of  Dain- 
try^  But  that's  all  one;  they'll  find  linen  enough 
on  every  hedge. 

Enter  Prince  Henry  and  Westmoreland. 

P.  Hen.  How  now,  blown  Jack  ?  how  now,  quilt? 

FaL  What,  Hal  ?  How  now,  mad  wag  ?  what  a 

devil  dost  thou  in  Warwickshire? — My  good  lord 

*  *  An  old  faced  ancienf  is  an  old  patched  standard.    To  face  a 
garment  was  to  Une  or  trim  it.    Thus  in  the  preseAt  plaj : — 

*  To  face  the  garment  of  rebellion 

With  some  fine  colonr/ 
In  the  Puritan,  a  Comedy,  1607,  we  hare  '  full  of  holes  like  a 
shot  ancient  J  Dishonourdle  for  dishonourably,  is  in  Shakspeare's 
manner,  who  often  uses  adjectives  adverbially. 

*  Fetters.  *  Daventry. 

U  2 
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of  Westmoreland,  I  cry  you  mercy ;  I  thought,  your 
honour  had  already  been  at  Shrewsbury. 

West.  Taith,  Sir  John,  'tis  more  than  time  that  I 
were  there,  and  you  too ;  but  my  powers  are  there 
ahready :  The  king,  I  can  teli  you,  looks  for  us  all: 
we  must  away  all  night. 

FaL  Tut,  never  fear  me;  I  am  as  vigilant  as  a  cat 
to  steal  cream. 

P.  Hen.  I  think,  to  steal  cream  indeed;  for  thy 
theft  hath  already  made  thee  butter.  But  tell  me, 
Jack;  Whose  fellows  are  these  that  come  after? 

Fat.  Mine,  Hal,  mine. 

P.  Hen.  I  did  never  see  such  pitiful  rascals. 

Fal.  Tut,  tut;  good  enough  to  toss;  food  for 
powder,  food  for  powder ;  they'll  fill  a  pit,  as  well 
as  better :  tush,  man,  mortal  men,  mortal  men. 

West.  Ay,  but,  Sir  John,  methinks  they  are  ex- 
ceeding poor  and  bare ;  too  beggarly. 

FaL  Taith,  for  their  poverty, — I  know  not  where 
they  had  that :  and  for  their  bareness, — I  am  sure, 
they  never  learned  that  of  me. 

P»  Hen.  No,  I'll  be  sworn ;  unless  you  call  three 
fingers  on  the  ribs,  bare.  But,  sirrah,  make  haste; 
Percy  is  already  in  the  field. 

Fal.  What,  is  the  king  encamped  ? 

West.  He  is.  Sir  John ;  I  fear,  we  shall  stay  too  long. 

Fal.  Well, 
To  the  latter  end  of  afray,  and  the  beginning  of  a  feast. 
Fits  a  dull  fighter,  and  a  keen  guest.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  III,     J%e  Rebel  Camp  near  Shrewsbury. 

Enter  Hotspur,  Worcester,  Douglas,  and 
Vernon. 
Hot.  We'll  fight  with  him  to-night. 
War.  It  may  not  be. 

Doug.  You  give  him  then  advantage. 
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Ver,  Not  a  whit. 

Hot  Why  say  you  so?  looks  he  not  for  supply? 

Ver,  So  do  we. 

Hot.  His  is  certain,  ours  is  doubtful. 

Wor,  Good  cousin,  be  advis'd ;  stir  not  to-night. 

Ver,  Do  not,  my  lord. 

Doug.  You  do  not  counsel  well ; 

You  speak  it  out  of  fear,  and  cold  heart. 

Ver.  Do  me  no  slander,  Douglas :  by  my  life 
(And  I  dare  well  maintain  it  with  my  life). 
If  well-respected  honour  bid  me  on, 
I  hold  as  little  counsel  with  weak  fear. 
As  you,  my  lord,  or  any  Scot  that  lives ^ : — 
Let  it  be  seen  to-morrow  in  the  battle. 
Which  of  us  fears. 

Doug.  Yea,  or  to-night. 

Ver.  Content. 

Hot.  To-night,  say  I. 

Ver.  Come,  come,  it  may  not  be. 

I  wonder  much,  being  men  of  such  great  leading^. 
That  you  foresee  not  what  impediments 
Drag  back  our  expedition :  Certain  horse 
Of  my  cousin  Vernon's  are  not  yet  come  up : 
Your  uncle  "Worcester's  horse  came  but  to-day; 
And  now  their  pride  and  mettle  is  asleep. 
Their  courage  with  hard  labour  tame  and  dull. 
That  not  a  horse  b  half  the  half  of  himself. 

Hot.  So  are  the  horses  of  the  enemy 
In  general,  joumey-bated>  and  brought  low ; 
The  better  part  of  ours  is  full  of  rest. 

Wor.  The  number  of  the  king  exceedeth  ours : 
For  God's  sake,  cousin,  stay  till  all  come  in. 

[  The  trumpet  sounds  a  parley. 
*  The  old  copies  read  *  that  this  day  lives ;'  but  the  words,  as    / 
Mason  obsenres,  weaken  the  sense  and  destroy  the  measure. 

'  Leading  is  experience  in  the  conduct  of  armies.  The  old 
copies  have  *  such  leading  as  you  are;^  but  the  superfluous  worda 
serve  on!  j  to  destro^  the  metre. 
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p  Enter  Sir  Walter  Blunt. 

BlutU.  I  come  with  gracious  offers  from  the  king. 
If  you  vouchsafe  me  hearing,  and  respect. 

Hot.  Welcome,  Sir  Walter  Blunt;   And  'would 
to  God, 
You  were  of  our  determination ! 
Some  of  us  love  you  well :  and  even  those  some 
Envy  your  great  deserving,  and  good  name ; 
Because  you  are  not  of  our  quahty  ^, 
But  stand  against  us  like  .an  enemy. 

Blunt,  And  God  defend,  but  still  I  should  stand  so, 
So  long  as,  out  of  limit,  and  true  rule. 
You  stand  against  anointed  majesty ! 
But,  to  my  charge. — The  king  hath  sent  to  know 
The  nature  of  youi^iefs^;  and  whereupon 
You  conjure  from  the  breast  of  civil  peace 
Such  bold  hostility,  teaching  his  duteous  land 
Audacious  cruelty :  If  that  the  king 
Have  any  way  your  good  deserts  forgot, — 
Which  he  confesseth  to  be  manifold, — 
He  bids  you  name  your  griefs ;  and,  with  all  speed, 
You  shall  have  your  desires,  with  interest; 
And  pardon  ab^lute  for  yourself,  and  these. 
Herein  misled  by  your  suggestion. 

Hot.  The  king  is  kind ;  and,  well  we  know,  the  king 
Knows  at  what  time  to  promise,  when  to  pay. 
My  father,  and  my  uncle,  and  myself. 
Did  give  him  that  same  royalty  he  wears : 
And, — when  he  was  not  six  and  twenty  strong. 
Sick  in  the  world's  regard,  wretched  and  low, 
A  poor  unminded  outlaw  sneaking  home, — 
My  father  gave  him  welcome  to  the  shore : 

^  QmaKtjff  in  its  general  sense,  ftncientlj  signified  pn^essim^ 
occupation,  Shakspeare  here  gives  it  metaphoricallj  for  one  of 
the  Mone  fraternity  or  fellows^.  Vide  note  on  Hamlet,  Act  ii, 
80.  2.    In  The  Tempest  we  have  '  Ariel  and  all  Ms  qua^J 

*  Grievances. 
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And, — when  he  heard  him  swear,  and  vow  to  God, 

He  came  but  to  be  duke  of  Lancaster, 

To  sue  his  livery^,  and  beg  his  peace; 

With  tears  of  innocency,  and  terms  of  zeal, — 

My  father,  in  kind  heart  and  pity  mov'd. 

Swore  him  assistance,  and  performed  it  too. 

Now,  when  the  lords,  and  barons  of  the  reahn 

Perceived  Northumberland  did  lean  to  him. 

The  more  and  less^  came  in  with  cap  and  knee; 

Met  him  in. boroughs,  cities,  villages; 

Attended  him  on  bridges,  stood  in  lanes. 

Laid  gifts  before  him,  proffer'd  him  their  oaths. 

Gave  him  their  heirs  as  pages ;  followed  him. 

Even  at  the  heels,  in  golden  multitudes. 

He  presently, — as  greatness  knows  itself, — 

Steps  me  a  little  higher  than  his  vow 

Made  to  my  father,  while  his  blood  was  poor. 

Upon  the  naked  shore  at  Ravenspurg^ : 

And  now,  forsooth,  takes  on  him  to  reform 

Some  certain  edicts,  and  some  strait  decrees. 

That  lie  too  heavy  on  the  commonwealth : 

Cries  out  upon  abuses,  seems  to  weep 

Over  his  country's  wrongs ;  and,  by  this  face^ 

This  seeming  brow  of  justice,  did  he  win 

The  hearts  of  all  that  he  did  angle  for. 

Proceeded  further;  cut  me  off  the  heads 

Of  all  the  favourites,  that  the  absent  king 

In  deputation  left  behind  him  here. 

When  he  was  personal  in  the  Irish  war. 

Blunt,  Tut,  I  came  not  to  hear  this. 

Hot.  Then,  to  the  pomt 

*  That  isy'to  soe  out  the  deliTery  or  possession  of  his  lands. 
This  law  term  has  been  already  explained  in  King  Richard  II. 
Act  ii,  Sc.  1,  p.  32. 

'  The  greater  and  the  less. 

^  The  whole  of  this  speech  alludes  to  passages  in  King  Rich- 
ard II. 
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In  short  time  after,  he  depos'd  the  king; 
Soon  after  that,  depriy'd  him  of  his  life; 
And,  in  the  neck  cf  that^,  task'd  the  whole  state : 
To  make  that  worse,  suffer'd  his  kinsman  Mwrch 
(Who  is,  if -every  owner  were  well  plac'd. 
Indeed  his  king)  to  he  engag'd^  in  Wales, 
There  without  ransome  to  lie  forfeited: 
Disgrac'd  me  in  my  happy  victories ; 
Sought  to  entrap  me  by  intelligence  : 
Rated  my  uncle  from  the  council-board; 
In  rage  dismiss'd  my  father  from  the  court ; 
Broke  oath  on  oath,  committed  wrong  on  vnrong : 
And,  in  conclusion,  drove  us  to  seek  out 
This  head  of  safety ;  and,  withal,  to  pry 
Into  his  title,  the  which  we  find 
Too  indirect  for  long  continuance. 

Blunt,  Shall  I  return  this  answer  to  the  king? 

Hot  Not  so.  Sir  Walter;  we'll  withdraw  awhile. 
Go  to  the  king ;  and  let  there  be  impawn'd 
Some  surety  for  a  safe  return  again. 
And  in  the  morning  early  shall  mine  uncle 
Bring  him  our  purposes :  and  so  farewell. 

Blunt.  I  would,y  ou  would  accept  of  grace  and  love. 

Hot,  And,  may  be,  so  we  shidl. 

Blunt.  'Ptay  heaven,  you  do! 

[Exemit. 

^  So  in  Painter's  Palace  of  Pleasure :  *  Great  mischiefes  soe- 
cedjng  one  in  anotker^i  necie,  Toik'd  is  here  used  for  iaxed:M 
wat  common  to  use  these  words  indiscriminate!  j,  says  SteevenSi 
Toshes  were  tributes  or  subsidies,  and  should  not  be  confounded 
with  taxes,  which  are  carefully  distingubhed  bj  Baret.  He  in- 
terprets '  tehnutm,  the  place  where  taskes  or  tribuies  are  paied.' 
Philips,  in  his  World  of  Words,  says  '  Tasck  is  an  old  British 
word,  signifying  tribmte,  from  whence  haply  cometh  our  werd 
taskf  which  is  a  duty  or  labour  imposed  upon  any  one.' 

'  The  old  copies  read  engaged,  which  Theobald  altered  te 
incag'd  without  reason:  to  be  engaged  is  to  be  pledged  as  aa 
hostage.    So  in  Act  v,  So.  2 : — 

*  And  Westmoreland  that  was  engaged  did  bear  it.' 
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SCENE  IV. 

York.     A  Roam  in  the  Archbishop^s  House. 

Enter  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  a  Gentleman. 

Arch.  Hie,  good  Sir  Michael;  bear  this  sealed 
briefs 
With  winged  haste,  to  the  lord  marshal^; 
This  to  my  cousm  Scroop ;  and  all  the  rest 
To  whom  they  are  directed :  if  you  knew 
How  much  they  do  import,  you  would  make  haste. 

Gent.  My  good  lord, 
I  guess  their  tenor. 

Arch.  Like  enough,  you  do. 

To-morrow,  good  Sir  Michael,  is  a  day. 
Wherein  the  fortune  of  ten  thousand  men 
Must  'bide  the  touch :  For,  sir,  at  Shrewsbury, 
As  I  am  truly  given  to  understand. 
The  king,  with  mighty  and  quick-raised  power. 
Meets  with  Lord  Harry :  and  T  fear,  Sir  Michael, — 
What  with  the  sickness  of  Northumberland 
(Whose  power  was  in  the  first  proportion), 
And  what  with  Owen  Glendower's  absence,  thence 
(Who  with  them  was  a  rated  sinew  too  ^, 
And  comes  not  in,  o'er-ruled  by  prophecies), — 
I  fear,  the  power  of  Percy  is  too  weak 
To  wage  an  instant  trial  with  the  king. 

Gent.  Why,  good  my  lord,  you  need  not  fear; 
there's  Douglas, 
And  Lord  Mortimer. 

Arch.  No,  Mortimer's  not  there. 

Gent.  But  there  is  Mordake,  Vernon,  Lord  Harry 
Percy, 

'  A  brief  is  any  short  writing,  as  a  letter,  &c. 
«  Thomas  Lord  Mowbray. 

'  A  strength  on  which  we  reckoned,  a  help  of  which  we  made 
acconnt. 
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And  there's  my  lord  of  Worcester;  and  a  head 
Of  gallant  warriors,  nohle  gentlemen. 

Arch.  And  so  there  is :  hnt  yet  the  king  hath  drawn 
The  special  head  of  all  the  land  together : — 
The  prince  of  Wales,  Lord  John  of  Lancaster, 
The  noble  Westmoreland,  and  warlike  Blunt ; 
And  many  more  cor-riyals,  and  dear  men 
Of  estimation  and  command  in  arms. 

Cr6ft^. Doubt  not,my  lord,they  shall  be  well  opposed. 

Arch.  I  hope  no  less,  yet  needful  'tis  to  fear; 
And,  to  prevent  the  worst.  Sir  Michael,  speed  : 
For,  if  Lord  Percy  thrive  not,  ere  the  king 
Dismiss  his  power,  he  means  to  visit  us, — 

For  he  hath  heard  of  our  confederacy. 

And  'tis  but  wisdom  to  make  strong  against  him; 
Therefore,  make  haste :  I  must  go  write  again 
To  other  friends ;  and  so  fareweU,  Sir  Michael. 

[Exeunt  severdb/. 


ACT  V. 
SCENE  I.     7%€  King's  Camp  near  Shrewsbury. 

Enter  King  Henry,  Prince  Henry,  Prince 
John  o/*  Lancaster,  Sir  Walter  Blunt,  and 
Sir  John  Falstapp. 

K.  Hen.  How  bloodily  the  sun  begins  to  peer 
Above  yon  busky  ^  hill !  the  day  looks  pale 
At  his  distemperature. 

*  <  I  do  not  know  (sajs  Mr.  Blakewaj)  whether  Shakspetre 
ever  snrvejed  the  ground  ot  Battlefield,  bat  he  has  described  tfie 
son's  rising  orer  Hanghmonnd  Hill  from  that  spot  as  accoratislj 
as  if  he  had.  It  still  merits  the  name  of  a  busky  hill.'  Milton 
writes  the  word,  perhaps  more  propeilj,  bosby,  it  is  from  the 
French  boscageux,  woody. 
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P.  Hen.  The  southern  wind 

Doth  play  the  trumpet  to  his  purposes : 
And,  by  his  hollow  whistling  in  the  leaves, 
Foretells  a  tempest,  and  a  blustering  day. 

K.  Hen.  Then  with  the  losers  let  it  sympathize ; 
For  nothing  can  seem  foul  to  those  that  win. — 

Trumpet.    Enter  Worcester  and  Vernon. 

How  now,  my  lord  of  Worcester  ?  'tis  not  well, 
That  you  and  I  should  meet  upon  such  terms 
As  now  we  meet:  You  have  deceived  our  trust; 
And  made  us  doff  our  easy  robes  of  peace. 
To  crush  our  old  limbs  ^  in  ungentle  steel ; 
This  is  not  well,  my  lord,  this  is  not  well. 
What  say  you  to't?  will  you  again  unknit 
This  churlish  knot  of  all-abhorred  war  ? 
And  move  in  that  obedient  orb  again. 
Where  you  did  give  a  fair  and  natural  light ; 
And  be  no  more  an  exhal'd  meteor, 
A  prodigy  of  fear,  and  a  portent 
Of  broached  mischief  to  die  unborn  times? 

Wor.  Hear  me,  my  liege ; 
For  mine  own  part,  I  could  be  well  content 
To  entertain  the  lag-end  of  my  life 
With  quiet  hours ;  for,  I  do  protest, 
I  have  ndt  sought  the  day  of  this  dislike. 

K.  Hen.  You  have  not  sought  for  it !  how  comes 
it  then  ? 

Fal.  Rebellion  lay  in  his  way,  and  he  found  it. 

P.  Hen.  Peace,  chewet',  peace.  . 

*  Sbakspeare  forgot  that  he  was  not  at  this  time  old,  it  was  only 
four  years  since  the  deposition  of  King  Richard. 

'  kehemet  was  (as  Theobald  jastly  observes)  a  noisy  chattel^ 
ing  bird,  a  jns  or  jackdaw ;  called  also  in  French  chouttte.  This 
simple  and  satisfactory  explanation  would  not  do  for  Steevens 
and  Malone,  who  finding  that  chewet$  were  also  little  round  pUa. 

VOL.  y.  X 
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War,  It  pleas'd  yoor  majesty,  to  turn  yoor  looks 
Of  favour,  from  myself,  and  all  our  house; 
And  yet  I  must  remember  you,  my  lord. 
We  were  the  first  and  dearest  of  your  friends. 
For  you,  my  staff  of  ofBce  did  I  break 
In  Richard's  time ;  and  posted  day  and  night 
To  meet  you  on  the  way,  and  kiss  your  hand. 
When  yet  you  were  in  place  and  in  account 
Nothing  so  strong  and  fortunate  as  I. 
It  was  myself,  my  brother,  and  his  son. 
That  brought  you  home,  and  boldly  did  outdare 
The  dangers  of  the  time :  You  swore  to  us, — 
And  you  did  swear  that  oath  at  Doncaster, — 
That  you  did  nothing  purpose  'gainst  the  state; 
Nor  claim  no  further  Uian  your  new-fiedl'n  right. 
The  seat  of  Gaunt,  dukedom  of  Lancaster : 
To  this  we  swore  our  aid.     But,  in  short  space, 
It^rain'd  down  fortune  showering  on  your  head; 
And  such  a  flood  of  greatness  fell  on  yon, — 
What  with  our  help :  what  with  the  absent  king! 
What  with  the  injuries  of  a  wanton  time ; 
The  seeming  sufferances  that  you  had  borne; 
And  the  contrarious  winds,  that  held  the  king 
So  long  in  his  unlucky  Irish  wars. 
That  all  in  England. did  repute  him  dead, — 
And,  from  this  swarm  of  fair  advantages, 
You  took  occasion  to  be  quickly  woo'd 
To  gripe  the  general  sway  into  your  hand : 
Forgot  your  oath  to  us  at  Doncaster; 
And,  being  fed  by  us,  you  us'd  us  so 

made  of  minced  meat,  thought  that  the  prince  compared  FalstalT, 
for  his  unseasonable  chattering,  to  a  minced  pie !  The  word  is  a 
diminative  of  thmgh^  prononnced  ehmik^  from  the  Saxon  ceo. 
Gracnlos  Monedula.  Behm,  in  his  History  of  Birds,  describes 
the  cJtouette  as  the  smallest  kind  of  choagh  or  crow,  and  this  will 
accomt  for  the  diminutive  termination  of  its  name. 
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As  tiiat  uDgentle  gull,  the  cuckoo's  bird^ 
Useth  the  sparrow :  did  oppress  our  nest ; 
Grew  by  our  feediig  to  so  great  a  bulk, 
Hat  even  our  lore  durst  not  come  near  your  sight. 
For  fear  of  swallowing :  but  with  nimble  wing 
We  were  enforced,  for  safety  sake,  to  fly 
Out  of  your  sight,  and  raise  this  present  head : 
Whereby  we  stand  opposed^  by  such  means 
As  you  yourself  have  forg'd  against  yourself; 
By  unkind  usage,  dangerous  countenance. 
And  violation  of  all  faith  and  troth 
Sworn  to  us  in  your  younger  enterprise. 

JT.  Hen.  These  things,  indeed,  you  have  articu^ 
lated^  •   . 

Proclaim'd  at  matket-crosses,  read  in  churches ; 
To  face  tiie  garment  of  rebellion 
With  some  fine  colour,  that  may  please  the  eye 
Of  fickle  changelings,  and  poor  discontents. 
Which  gape,  and  rub  the  elbow,  at  the  news 
Of  hurlyburly  innovation: 
And  never  yet  did  insurrection  want 
Such  water  colours,  to  impaint  his  cause ; 
Nor  moody  beggars,  starving  ^  for  a  time 
Of  pellmeU  havock  and  confusk>n. 

P.  Hen,  In  both  our  armies,  there  is  many  a  soul 
Shall  pay  full  dearly  for  Ihis  encounter, 
If  once  diey  join  in  trial.    Tell  your  nephew, 

.  *  *  The  Titling,  therefore,  that  sitteth,  being  thna  deceived, 
hatcheth  the  egge,  and  bringeth  np  the  chioke  of  another  bird : — 
and  this  she  doth  so  long,  untill  the  young  cuckouo  being  once 
fledge  and  readie  to  flie  abroad,  is  so  bold  as  to  seize  upon  the 
old  titling,  and  eat  np  her  that  hat«hed  her.' — Pliny* t  Nat.  Mi$i. 

*  i.  e.  we  stand  in  opposition  to  you. 

*  The  quartos  read  mrtiadate.    To  articulate  h  to  set  down  in 
articles, 

'  i.  e.  anxious]/  expecting  a  time.    So  in  The  Comedy  of 
Errors : — 

*  And  now  again  clean  starved  for  a  look.' 
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The  prince  of  Wales  doth  join  with  all  the  world 

In  praise  of  Henry  Percy :  By  my  hopes, — 

This  present  enterprise  set  off  his  head^, — 

X  do  not  think,  a  braver  gentleman, 

]Vf  ore  active-yaliant,  or  more  valiant-young, 

More  daring,  or  more  bold,  is  now  alive. 

To  grace  this  latter  age  with  noble  deeds. 

For  my  part,  I  may  speak  it  to  my  shame, 

I  have,  a  truant  been  to  chivalry ; 

And  so,  I  hear,  he  doth  account  me  too : 

Yet  this  before  my  Cetther's  majesty, — 

I  am  content,  that  he  shall  take  the  odds 

Of  his  great  name  and  estimation ; 

And  will,  to  save  the  blood  on  either  side. 

Try  fortune  with  him  in  a  single  fight. 

K,  Hen,  And,  prince  of  Wales,  so  dare  we  vei- 
ture  thee. 
Albeit,  considerations  infinite 
Do  make  against  it: — No,  good  Worcester,  no^, 
We  love  our  people  well :  even  tiiose  we  love, 
That  are  misled  upon  your  cousin's  part : 
And,  will  they  take  the  offer  of  our  grace. 
Both  he,  and  they,  and  you,  yea,  every  man 
Shall  be  my  friend  again,  and  I'll  be  his : 
So  tell  your  cousin,  and  bring  me  word 
What  he  will  do : — But  if  he  will  not  yield. 
Rebuke  and  dread  correction  wait  on  us. 
And  tiiey  shall  do  their  ofBce.     So,  be  gone; 
We  will  not  now  be  troubled  with  reply : 
We  offer  fair,  take  it  advisedly. 

[Exeunt  Worcester  and  Vernon. 

P.  Hen,  It  will  not  be  accepted,  on  my  life; 
The  Douglas  and  the  Hotspur  both  together 
Are  confident  against  the  world  in  arms. 

'  That  is,  taken  from  his  account, 

^  Mason  suggests  that  we  should  read  *  know  good  Woroei ter, 
know,  &c.' 
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K.  Hen,  Hence,  therefore,  every  leader  to  his 
charge ; 
For,  on  their  answer,  will  we  set  on  them : 
And  God  befriend  us,  as  our  cause  is  just ! 

[Exeunt  King,  Blunt,  and  Princb  John. 

FaL  Hal,  if  thou  see  me  down  in  the  battle,  and 
bestride  me  ^^,  so ;  'tis  a  point  of  friendship. 

P.  Hen.  Nothing  but  a  colossus  can  do  thee  that 
friendship.     Say  thy  prayers,  and  ftu-ewell. 

FaL  1  would  it  were  bed-time,  Hal,  and  all  welL 

P.  Hen,  Why,  thou  owest  God  a  death.     [ExU. 

FaL  Tis  not  due  yet ;  I  would  be  loath  to  pay 
him  before  his  day.  What  need  I  be  so  forward  witili 
him  that  calls  not  on  me  ?  Well,  'tis  no  matter ; 
Honour  pricks  me  on.  Yea,  but  how  if  honour 
prick  me  off  when  I  come  on  ?  how  then  ?  Can 
honour  set  to  a  leg?  No.  Or  an  arm?  No.  Or 
take  away  the  grief  of  a  wound?  No.  Honour  hath 
no  skill  in  surgery  then  ?  No.  What  is  honour  ?  A 
word.  What  is  in  that  word^honour  |  What  is  that 
honour?  Air.  A  trim  reckonmgl — ^Who  hath  it? 
He  that  died  o'Wednesday.  Doth  he  feel  it  ?  No. 
Both  he  hear.it?  No.  Is  it  insensible  then?  Yea, 
to  the  dead.  But  will  it  not  live  with  tl^  living? 
No.  Why  ?  Detraction  will  not  suffer  it : — ^there* 
fore  I'll  none  of  it:  Honour  is  a  mere  scutcheon, 
and  so  ends  my  catecl)ism.  ,     [Exit. 

SCENE  II.     The  Rebel  Camp. 

Enter  Worcester  and  Vernon. 

War.  0,no,my  nephew  must  not  know,Sk  Richard, 
The  liberal  kind  offer  of  the  king. 
.   Ver.  Twere  best,  he  did. 

^*  In  the  battle  of  Ag^noonrt  Henry,  when  king,  did  this  act  of 
fritndslup  for  bis  brother  the  dake  of  Gloiicester. 

x2 
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Ww.  Then  we  are  all  undone. 

It  is  not  possible,  it  cannot  be. 
The  king  should  keep  his  word  in  loving  us  ; 
He  will  suspect  us  still,  and  find  a  time 
To  punish  this  offence  in  other  faults : 
Suspicion  all  our  lives  shall  be  stuck  full  of  eyes : 
For  treason  is  but  trusted  like  the  fox; 
Who,  ne'er  so  tame,  so  cherish'd,  and  lock'd  up. 
Will  have  a  wild  trick  of  his  ancestors. 
Look  how  we  can,  or  sad,  or  merrily. 
Interpretation  will  misquote  our  looks ; 
And  we  shall  feed  like  oxen  at  a  stall. 
The  better  cherish'd,  still  the  nearer  death. 
My  nephew's  trespass  may  be  well  forgot. 
It  hath  the  excuse  of  youth,  and  heat  of  blood; 
And  an  adopted  name  of  privilege, — 
A  hare-brain'd  Hotspur,  govem'd  by  a  ^leen : 
All  his  offences  live  upon  my  head. 
And  on  his  father's ; — ^we  did  train  him  on ; 
And,  his  corruption  being  ta'en  from  us. 
We,  as  the  spring  of  all,  shall  pay  for  all. 
Therefore,  good  qousin,  let  not  Harry  know,. 
In  any  case,  the  offer  of  the  king. 

Ver.  Deliver  wh&t  you  will,  I'll  say,  'tis  so. 
Here  comes  your  cousin. 

Bnter  Hotspur  and  Douglas;  and  Officers  ioA 
Soldiers,  beldnd. 

Hot,  My  uncle  is  retum'd: — Deliver  up 
My  lord  of  Westmoreland^. — Uncle,  what  news  ? 
Wot,  The  king  will  bid  you  battle  presently. 
Doug,  Defy  him  by  the  lord  of  Westmoreland. 
Hot.  Lord  Douglas,  go  you  and  tell  him  so. 
Doug.  Marry,  and  shdl,  and  very  willingly.  [Exit. 

*  Westmoreland  was  impawned  as  a  surety  for  the  safe  retun 
of  "Worcester.    See  Act  ir,  Sc.  3. 
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War,  There  is  no  seeming  mercy  in  the  king. 

BoU  Did  you  beg  any?  God  forbid! 

Wor»  I  told  him  gently  of  our  grievances. 
Of  hb  oath-breaking;  which  he  mended  thus, — 
By  now  forswearing  that  he  is  forsworn : 
He  calls  us  rebels,  traitors ;  and  will  scourge 
With  haughty  arms  this  hateful  name  in  us. 

Re-enter  Douglas. 

Dott^.  Arm,gentlemen ;  to  arms  I  for  I  have  thrown 
A  brave  defiance  in  King  Henry's  teeth. 
And  Westmoreland,  that  was  engaged,  did  bear  it ; 
Which  cannot  choose  but  bring  bim  quickly  on. 
.     Wer,  The  prince  of  Wales  stepp'd  forth  before  the 

king. 
And,  nephew,  chaUeng'd  you  to  single  fight. 

Hot.  O,  would  the  quarrel  lay  upon  our  heads ; 
And  that  no  man  might  draw  short  breath  to-day. 
But  I,  and  Harry  Monmouth !  Tell  me,  tell  me. 
How  show'd  his  tasking^?  seem'd  it  in  contempt? 

Ver.  No,  by  my  soul ;  I  never  in  my  life 
Did  hear  a  challenge  urg'd  more  modestly. 
Unless  a  brother  should  a  brother  dare 
To  gentle  exercise  and  proof  of  arms. 
He  gave  you  all  the  duties  of  a  man ; 
Trimm'd  up  your  praises  with  a  princely  tongue ; 
Spoke  your  deservings  like  a  chronicle ; 
Making  you  ever  better  than  his  praise. 
By  still  dispraising  praise,  valued  with  you : 
Aiid,  which  became  him  like  a  prince  indeed. 
He  made  a  blushing  cital^  of  himself; 

*  Ta»}nng  aa  well  as  taxing  was  used  for  refroof.  We  still  saj 
*  he  took  hun  to  task,^ 

'  i.  e.  'fl|«fi<ioii  of  himself.'  To  die  is  to  quote,  allege,  or,  men- 
tion any  passage  or  incident.  The  mistakes  of  Pope  and  others 
have  indaoed  me  to  give  an  explanation  of  this  word,  which  I 
should  otherwise  hare  thought  sufficiently  intelligible. 
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And  chid  his  truant  youth  with  such  a  grace» 
As  if  he  master'd^  there  a  double  s[Hrit, 
Of  teaching,  and  of  learning,  instantly. 
There  did  he  pause  :  But  let  me  tell  the  wcnrld, — 
.  If  he  outlive  the  envy  of  this  day, 
England  did  never  o^e^  so  sweet  a  hope, 
So  much  misconstrued  in  his  wantonness. 

Hot.  Cousin,  I  think  thou  art  enamoured 
Upon  his  folhes ;  never  did  I  hear 
Of  any  prince,  so  wild  at  liberty  ^ : 
But,  be  he  as  he  will,  yet  once  ere  night 
I  will  embrace  him  wiUi  a  soldier's  arm. 

That  he  shall  shrink  under  my  courtesy. 

Arm,  arm,  wilii  speed : And,  fellows,  soldiers, 

friends, 
Better  consider  what  you  have  to  do, 
Than  I,  that  have  not  well  the  gift  of  tongue. 
Can  lift  your  blood  up  with  persuasion. 

Enter  a  Messenger. 

Mess.  My  lord,  here  are  letters  for  you. 

Hot.  I  cannot  read  them  now. — 
O  gentlemen,  the  time  of  life  is  short ; 
To  spend  that  shortness  basely,  were  too  long, 
If  life  did  ride  upon  a  dial's  point. 
Still  ending  at  the  arrival  of  an  hour. 
An  if  we  live,  we  live  to  tread  on  kings ; 
If  die,  brave  death,  when  princes  die  with  us ! 
Now  for  our  consciences, — ^the  arms  are  fair. 
When  the  intent  of  bearing  them  is  just. 

*  Thai  is,  was  matter  of.  ^  Own. 

*  So  wild  at  liberty  may  mean  so  wild  and  licentioas,  or  loose 
in  his  conduct.  Johnson  misunderstood  and  wrong  pointed  this 
passage.  The  qnarto  copies  most  of  them  read  '  so  wild  m 
Ubortie.*  Steevens  suggests  that  perhaps  the  anther  wrote  *  so 
wild  a  libertme;  to  which  reading  I  rery  mnoh  iaaltne.    - 


,y  Google 


SC.  II.  KING  HENRT  IV.  237 

Enter  another  Messenger. 

Mess.  My  lord^  prepare :  tiie  king  comes  on  apace. 

Hot.  I  thank  hun,  that  he  cuts  me  from  my  tale, 
For  I  profess  not  talking;  Only  this — 
Let  each  man  do  his  best :  and  here  draw  I 
A  sword,  whose  temper  I  intend  to  stain 
With  the  best  blood  that  I  can  meet  withal 
In  the  adventure  of  this  perilous  day. 
Now, — Esperance^ ! — Percy! — and  set  on. — 
Sound  all  the  lofty  instruments  of  war. 
And  by  that  musick  let  us  all  embrace : 
For,  heaven  to  earth,  some  of  us  never  shall 
A  second  time  do  such  a  courtesy. 

[The  Trumpets  sound.     They  embrace,  and 
exeunt. 

SCENE  III.     Plain  near  Shrewsbury. 

Excursions,  and  Parties  figMng.     Alarum  to  the 

Battle.      Then  enter  Douglas  and  Blunt, 

meeting. 

Blunt.  What  is  thy  name,  that  in  the  battle  thus 
Thou  crossest  me  ?  what  honour  dost  thou  seek 
Upon  my  head? 

Doug.  Know  then,  my  name  is  Douglas; 

And  I  do  haunt  thee  in  the  battle  thus. 
Because  some  tell  me  that  thou  art  a  king. 

Bhnt.  They  tell  thee  true. 

Doug.  The  lord  of  Stafford  dear  to-day  hath  bought 
Thy  Ukeness :  for,  instead  of  thee.  King  Harry, 
This  sword  hath  ended  him:  so  shall  it  thee. 
Unless  thou  yield  thee  as  my  prisoner. 

'  Eipirance,  or  EsperanzUf  has  always  been  the  motto  of  the 
Percj  family.  Shakspeare  uses  esp^rance  as  a  word  of  four 
syllables,  the  e  final  haviog  the  same  power  as  in  French  Terse. 
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BhmU  I  was  not  bora  a  yieider,  thou  proud  Scot^ ; 
And  thou  shalt  find  a  kmg  that  wiU  revenge 
Lord  StaAnrd's  death. 

[Theif  fight,  tmd  Blunt  is  slam. 

Enter  Hotspur. 

'      Hot.  O  Douglas,  hadst  thou  fought  at  Hofanedon 
thus, 
I  never  had  tri6mph'd  upon  a  Scot. 

Doug.  All's  done,  all's  won ;  here  breathless  Bes 

the  king. 
Hot.  Where? 
Doug.  Here. 

Hot.  This,  Douglas  ?  no,  I  know  this  face  full  well: 
A  gallant  knight  he  was,  his  name  was  Blunt; 
Semblably  ^  furaish'd  Uke  the  king  himself. 

Doug.  A  fool  go  with  thy  soul,  whither^  it  goes! 
A  borrowed  title  hast  thou  bought  too  dear. 
Why  didst  thou  tell  me  that  thou  wert  a  king  ? 
J^t.  The  king  hath  many  marching  in  his  coats. 
Doug.  Now,  by  my  sword,  I  will  kill  all  his  coats : 
I'll  murder  all  his  wardrobe,  piece  by  piece. 
Until  I  meet  the  king. 
Hot.  Up,  and  away; 

\  Our  soldiers  stand  full  fairly  for  the  day.     [Exetmt. 

Other  Alarums.     Enter  Falstaff. 
Fal.  Though  I  could  'scape  shot-free  at  London, 
I  fear  the  shot  here ;  here's  no  scoring,  but  upon  the 
pate.— Soft!  who  art  thou?   Sir  Walter  Blunt;— 

*  The  folio  reads : — 

*  I  was  not  born  to  yield,  thon  hang^hty  Scot.* 

^  That  is  in  seemmg  or  outward  appearance. 

»  Whither  for  whithersoever.  Thus  Baret, '  Whether,  or  to  what 
place  you  wUl.  Qnoyis.  Any^hether  also  signified  to  any  place. 
In  the  last  scene  of  the  second  act.  Hotspur  says  to  his  wife : — 
*  Whither  |  go,  thither  shalt  thon  go  too.^ 
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there's  honour  for  you :  Here's  no  vanity* ! — I  am 
as  hot  as  molten  lead,  and  as  heavy  too  :  God  keep 
lead  out  of  me !  I  need  no  more  weight  than  mine 
own  bowels. — I  have  led  my  raggamuffins  where 
they  are  peppered:  there's  but  three  of  my  hundred 
and  fifty  left  alive ;  and  they  are  for  the  town's  end, 
to  beg  during  life.     But  who  comes  here ! 

Enter  Prince  Henry. 

P.  Hen,  What,  stand'st  thou  idle  here?  lend  me 
thy  sword : 
Many  a  nobleman  lies  stark  and  stiff 
Under  the  hoofs  of  vaunting  enemies. 
Whose  deaths  are  unreveng'd :  Pr'ythee,  lend  me 
thy  sword. 

FaL  O  Hal,  I  pr'ythee  give  me  leave  to  breathe 
awhile. — ^Turk  Gregory*  never  did  such  deeds  in 
arms,  as  I  have  done  this  day.  I  have  paid  Percy, 
i  have  made  him  sure. 

P.  Hen,  He  is,  indeed ;  and  living  to  kill  thee. 
I  pr'ytliee,  lend  me  thy  sword. 

FaL  Nay,  before  God,  Hal,  if  Percy  be  alive, 
thou  get'st  not  my  sword ;  but  take  my  pistol,  if 
thou  wilt. 

*  '  Here's  no  vanity/  the  negative  is  here  used  ironicallj,  to 
designate  the  excess  of  a  thing.  So  in  The  Taming  of  a  Shrew : — 
'  Here's  no  knavery!'  And  in  Ben  Jonson's  Every  Man  in  his 
Homoar: — 

*  O  here's  no  foppery ! 

'Death,  I  can  endure  the  stocks  better.' 

•  *  Turi  Gregory*  means  Gregory  the  Seventh,  called  Hilde- 
hrand.  This  furious  friar  surmounted  almost  invincible  obsta- 
des  to  deprive  the  emperor  of  his  right  of  investiture  of  bishops, 
which  his  predecessors  had  long  attempted  in  vain.  Fox,  in  his 
Martyrology,  has  made  Gregory  so  odious  that  the  Protestants 
would  be  well  pleased  to  hear  him  thus  characterized,  as  uniting 
the  attributes  of  their  two  great  enemies,  the  Turk  and  the  Pope, 
m  one.  There  was  an  old  tragedy  on  the  subject  of  Hildebrand, 
but  not  even  the  title  of  it  has  come  down  to  us. 
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P.  Hen.  Give  it  me :  What,  is  it  in  the  case? 

Fal  Ay,  Hal :  'tis  hot,  'tis  hot ;  there's  that  will 
sack  a  city.     [  The  Prince  draws  out  a  bottle  of  sack. 

P.  Hen.  What,  is't  a  time  to  jiest  and  dally  now? 
[  ITirows  it  at  him,  and  exit. 

Fal.  Well,  if  Percy  be  alive,  I'll  pierce  him  ^.  If 
he  do  come  in  my  way,  so :  if  he  do  not,  if  I  come 
in  his,  willingly,  let  him  make  a  carbonado^  of  me. 
I  like  not  such  grinning  honour  as  Sir  Walter  hath : 
Give  me  life :  which  if  I  can  save,  so ;  if  not,  honour 
comes  unlocked  for,  and  there's  an  end.  [Exit. 

SCENE  IV.     Another  Part  of  the  Field. 

Alarums:  Excursions.  Enter  the  King,  Prince 
Henry,  Prince  John,  and  Westmore- 
land. 

K.  Hen.  I  pr'ythee, 
Harry,  withdraw  thyself;  thou  bleed'st  too  much^ : — 
Lord  John  of  Lancaster,  go  you  with  him. 

P.  John.  Not  I,  my  lord,  unless  I  did  bleed  too. 

P.  Hen.  I  beseech  your  majesty,  make  up. 
Lest  your  retirement  do  amaze  your  friends. 

K.  Hen.  I  will  do  so  : 
My  lord  of  Westmoreland,  lead  him  to  his  tent. 

West.  Come,  my  lord,  I'll  lead  you  to  your  tent 

P.  Hen.  Lead  me,my  lord  ?  I  do  not  need  your  help : 
And  heaven  forbid,  a  shallow  scratch  should  drive 
The  prince  of  Wales  from^  such  a  field  as  this ; 

•  '  Well,  if  Percy  be  alive,  I'll  pierce  him,'  is  addressed  to  the 
priace  as  he  goes  oat;  the  rest  of  the  speech  is  ^  soliloqnj* 
Shakspeare  was  not  aware  that  he  ridiculed  the  serious  etyiiio- 
logy  of  the  Scottish  historian : — '  Piercy  a  penetrando  oeolui 
Regis  Scotonun  at  fabalatar  Boetias.' — Skitmer. 

^  A  rasher  or  coll  op  of  meat  cat  crosswise  for  the  gridinw. 

'  History  says  that  the  prince  was  woanded  in  the  face  by  as 
arrow. 
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Where  stam'd  nobility  lies  trodden  on, 
And  rebels*  arms  triumph  in  massacres ! 

P.  John.  We  breathe  too  long : — Come,  cousin 
Westmoreland, 
Our  duty  this  way  lies ;  for  God's  sake,  come. 

[Exeunt  P.  John  and  Westmoreland. 

P.  Hen.  By  heaven,  thou  hast  deceiv'd  me,  Lan- 
caster, 
I  did  not  think  thee  lord  of  such  a  spirit; 
Before,  I  lov'd  thee  as  a  brother,  John ; 
But  now,  I  do  respect  thee  as  my  soul. 

K.  Hen.  I  saw  him  hold  Lord  Percy  at  the  point. 
With  lustier  maintenance  than  I  did  look  for 
Of  such  an  ungrown  warrior*. 

P.  Hen.  O,  this  boy 

Lends  mettle  to  us  all !  [Exit. 

Alarums,    f^n^er  Douglas. 

Daag.  Another  king!    tiiey  grow  like  Hydra's 
heads ; 
I  am  the  Douglas,  fatal  to  all  those 
That  wear  those  colours  on  them. — What  art  thou. 
That  counterfeit'st  the  person  of  a  king? 

K.  Hen.  The  king  himself;  who,  Douglas,  grieves 
at  heart. 
So  many  of  his  shadows  thou  hast  met, 
And  not  the  very  king.     I  have  two  boys. 
Seek  Percy,  and  thyself,  about  Ihe  field : 
But,  seeing  thou  fall'st  on  me  so  luckily, 
I  will  assay  thee  ;  so  defend  thyself. 

Doug.  I  fear,  thou  art  another  counterfeit; 
And  yet,  in  faith,  thou  bear'st  thee  like  a  king : 

*** the  earle  of  Richmond  withstood  his  violence,  and  kept 

kim  of  the  noord^s  pointf  without  advantag^e,  longer  than  his  com- 
panions either  thought  or  judged.' — Ho&uhedy  p.  759. 

VOL.  V.  Y 
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But  mine,  I  am  sure,  thou  art,  wko^'er  thou  be, 
And  thus  I  win  thee. 

{They  fight;  the  King  being  in  danger y  enter 
Prince  Henry. 

P.  Hen*  Hold  up  thy  head,  vile  Scot,  or  thou 
art  like 
Never  to  hold  it  up  again !  the  spirits 
Of  valiant  Shirley,  Stafford,  Blunt,  are  in  my  arms : 
It  is  the  prince  of  Wales,  that  threatens  thee ; 
Who  never  promiseth,  but  he  means  to  pay. — 

[They fight;  Douglas^Kc*. 
Cheerly,  my  lord :  How  fares  your  grace  ? — 
Sir  Nicholas  Gawsey  hath  for  succour  sent, 
And  so  hath  Clifton ;  I'll  to  Clifton  straight. 

K.  Hen.  Stay,  and  breathe  a  while : — 
Thou  hast  redeem'd  thy  lost  opinion^; 
And  show'd,  thou  mak'st  some  tender  of  my  life. 
In  this  fair  rescue  thou  hast  brought  to  me. 

P.  Hen.  O  heaven !  they  did  me  too  much  injury. 
That  ever  said,  I  hearken'd  for  your  death. 
If  it  were  so,  I  might  have  let  alone 
The  insulting  hand  of  Dou^as  over  you ; 
Which  would  have  been  as  speedy  in  your  end. 
As  all  the  poisonous  potions  in  the  world. 
And  sav'd  the  treacherous  labour  of  your  son. 

K.  Hen.  Make  up  to  Clifton,  I'll  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Gawsey.  [Exit  King  Henry. 

'  Opmion  for  estvmaJtumy  rq^aium,  the  opinion  of  the  worid. 
The  word  was  then  used  in  that  sense.  So  in  Thierry  and  Theo- 
doret : — 

'  What  optmofi  will  the  managing 
Of  this  affair  bring  to  mj  wisdom!  mjiayention 
Tickles  with  approbation  on't.' 
And  in  the  Gramester,  b  j  Shirley :— <  Patience :  I  mean  yon  hare 
the  opistioH  of  a  valiant  gentleman ;  one  that  dares  fight  and  main- 
tain your  honour  against  odds.' 
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Enter  Hotspur. 

Hot.  If  I  mistake  not,  thou  art  Harry  Monmouth. 

P.  Hen.  Thou  speak'st  as  if  I  would  deny  my 
name. 

Hot.  My  name  is  Harry  Percy. 

P.  Hen.  Why,  then  I  see 

A  very  valiant  rebel  of  the  name. 
I  am  the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  think  not,  Percy, 
To  share  with  me  in  glory  any  more : 
Two  stars  keep  not  their  motion  in  one  sphere ; 
Nor  can  one  England  brook  a  double  reign. 
Of  Harry  Percy,  and  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Hot.  Nor  shall  it,  Harry,  for  the  hour  is  come 
To  end  the  one  of  us ;  And  'would  to  God, 
Thy  name  in  arms  were  now  as  great  as  mine ! 

P.  Hen.  Ill  make  it  greater,  ere  I  part  from  thee; 
And  all  the  budding  honours  on  thy  crest 
111  crop,  to  make  a  garland  for  my  head. 

Hot.  I  can  no  longer  brook  thy  vanities. 

[Theyfght. 

Enter  Falstaff. 

Fal.  Wen  said,  Hal!   to  it,  Hal!— Nay,  you 
shall  find  no  boy's  play  here,  I  can  tell  you. 

Buer  Douglas  ;  he  fights  with  Falstaff,  who 
fiHh  down  as  if  he  were  dead,  and  exit  Douglas. 
Hotspur  is  wounded,  andfalls\ 

Hot.  O,  Harry,  thou  hast  robb'd  me  of  my  youth, 
I  better  brook  the  loss  of  brittle  life, 
Than  those  proud  titles  thou  hast  won  of  me ; 

*  Shakspeare  had  no  aatbority  for  making  Hotspar  fall  by  the 
hud  of  the  prince.  Holinshed  says,  '  The  king  slew  that  day 
with  his  own  hand  six  and  thirty  persons  of  his  enemies.  The 
,  other  of  his  party,  enbonraged  by  his  doings,  foaght  valiantly, 
ud  slew  the  Lord  Percy,  called  Henry  Hotspur.'  Speed  says 
that  Percy  was  killed  by  an  anknown  hand. 
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They  wound  my  thoughts,  worse  than  thy  sword  my 

flesh: 

But  thought's  the  slave  of  life,  and  life  time's  fool; 
And  time,  that  takes  survey  of  aU  the  world, 
Must  have  a  stop^.     O,  I  could  prophesy. 
But  that  the  earthy  and  cold  hand  of  death 
Lies  on  my  tongue : — No,  Percy,  thou  art  dust, 

And  food  for [Did. 

P.  Hen.  For  worms,  brave  Percy :  Fai*e  thee  well, 

great  heart ! — 
111  weav'd  ambition,  how  much  art  thou  shrunk ! 
When  tiiat  this  body  did  contain  a  spirit, 
A  kingdom  for  it  was  too  small  a  bound  ^; 
But  now,  two  paces  of  the  vilest  earth 
Is  room  enough : — ^This  earth,  that  bears  thee  dead, 
.  Bears  not  alive  so  stout  a  gentleman. 
If  thou  wert  sensible  of  courtesy, 
I  should  not  make  so  dear  a  show  of  zeal : — 
But  let  my  favours^  hide  thy  mangled  face; 
And,  even  in  thy  behalf,  I'll  thank  myself 
For  doing  these  fair  rites  of  tenderness. 
Adieu,  and  take  thy  praise  with  thee  to  heaven ! 
Thy  ignomy^  sleep  with  thee  in  the  grave, 

^  Hotspar,  in  his  last  moments,  endeayoars  to  console  himself. 
The  glorj  of  the  prince  wonndshis  thoughts;  bat  thoughtf  being 
dependent  on  life,  mast  cease  with  it,  and  will  soon  be  at  an  end. 
Life,  on  which  thought  depends,  is  itself  of  no  great  yalae,  being 
ihe  fool  and  sport  of  time;  of  time  which,  with  all  its  dominion 
oyer  sablonarj  things,  must  itself  at  last  be  stopped. — Johnsw» 
So  in  Shakspeare's  one  hundred  and  sixth  sonnet: — 
*  Love's  not  Timers  fooV    . 

*  '  Carminibas  confide  bonis — jacet  ecce  Tiballas; 
Vix  manet  h  toto  parya  quod  urna  capit' — Ovid, 

'  His  acaitf,  with  which  he  covers  Percy's  face. 

*  Thus  the  folio.    The  quartos  read  ignotmny,    Shakspeare 
writes  the  word  ignomy  in  Troilus  and  Cressida,  Act  v.  Sc  S  i-^ 

'  Hence,  broker  lacquey !  ignomg  and  shame.' 
And  in  Lord  Cromwell,  1602:— 

*  With  scandalous  igmomif  and  slanderona  apeeohes.' 
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•But  not  remember'd  in  thy  epitaph! — 

[He  tea  Falstaff  oh  the  ground. 
What !  old  acquaintaiice !  could  not  all  this  flesh 
Keep  in  a  little  life  ?  Poor  Jack,  farewell ! 
I  could  have  better  spar'd  a  better  man. 
O,  I  should  have  a  heavy  miss  of  thee, 
If  I  were  much  in  love  with  vanity. 
Death  hath  not  struck  so  fat  a  deer  to-day, 
Though  many  dearer,  in  this  bloody  fray: — 
Embowell'd^  will  I  see  thee  by  and  by ; 
Till  then,  in  blood  by  noble  Percy  lie.  [Exit.^ 

FaL  [Rising  slowly  J]  Embowelled !  if  thou  em- 
bowel me  to-day,  I'll  give  you  leave  to  powder  ^*^ 
me,  and  eat  me  too,  to-morrow.  'Sblood,  'twas 
time  to  counterfeit,  or  that  hot  termagant  Scot  had 
paid  me  scot  and  lot  too.  Counterfeit?  I  lie,  I  am 
no  counterfeit :  To  die,  is  to  be  a  oounteifeit,;  for 
he  is  but  the  coimterfeit  of  a  man  who  hath  not 
the  life  of  a  man :  but  to  counterfeit  dying,  when  a 
man  thereby  liveth,  is  to  be  no  counterfeit,  but  the 
true  and  perfect  image  of  life  indeed.  The  better 
part  of  valour  is — discretion;  in  the  which  better 
part,  I  have  saved  my  life.  'Zounds,  I  am  afraid 
of  this  gunpowder  Percy,  though  he  be  dead: 
How,  if  he  should  counterfeit  too,  and  rise  ?  I  am 
afraid,  he  would  prove  the  better  counterfeit  There- 
fore I'll  make  him  sure :  yea,  and  I'U  swear  I  killed 
him.  Why  may  not  he  rise  as  well  as  I?  Nothing 
confutes  me  but  eyes,  and  nobody  sees  me.  There- 

^  To  tmboweU  was  the  old  term  for  embklmng  ^e  bodj,  as 
was  nsofillj  done  by  those  of  persons  of  rank.  Thus  in  Aolioas 
Coqoinariae,  1650 : — '  The  next  day  was  solemnly  appointed  for 
tmbomeVing  the  corps,  in  the  presence  of  some  of  tiie  connsell, 
all  the  phyuciaMychimrgions,  apothecaries,  and  the  Palsgrare's 
physician.' 

»»  Salt. 
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fore,  sirrah  [stabbing  him],  with  a  new  wound  in 
your  thigh,  come  you  along  with  me. 

[  Takes  Hotspur  an  his  back. 

Re-enter  Prince  Henry  and  Prince  John. 

P.  Hen.  Come,  brother  John,  full  bravely  hast 
thou  fiesh'd 
Thy  maiden  sword. 

P.  John,  But,  soft!  whom  have  we  here? 

Did  you  not  tell  me,  this  fat  man  was  dead? 
.    P.  Hen,  I  did;  I  saw  him  dead,  breathless  and 
bleeding 

On  the  ground. 

Art  thou  alive?  or  is  it  phantasy 
That  plays  upon  our  eyesight?  I  pr'ythee,  speak; 
We  will  not  trust  our  eyes,  without  our  ears : — 
Thou  art  not  what  thou  seem'st. 

Fal,  No,  that's  certain;  I  am  not  a  double  man: 
but  if  I  be  not  Jack  Falstaff,  then  am  I  a  Jack. 
There  is  Percy  [thr&mng  the  body  dawn] :  if  your 
father  will  do  me  any  honour,  so ;  if  not,  let  him 
kill  the  next  Percy  himself.  I  look  to  be  either 
earl  or  duke,  I  can  assure  you. 

P.  Hen,  Why,  Percy  I  killed  myself,  and  saw 
thee  dead. 

Fal,  Didst  thou? — Lord,  lord,  how  this  world  is 
given  to  lying ! — I  grant  you,  I  was  down,  and  out 
of  breath ;  and  so  was  he :  but  we  rose  both  in  an 
instant,  and  fought  a  long  hour  by  Shrewsbury 
clock.  If  I  may  be  believed,  so ;  if  not,  let  them, 
that  should  reward  Valour,  bear  the  sin  upon  their 
own  heads.  I'll  take  it  upon  my  death,  I  gave 
him  this  wound  in  the  thigh :  if  the  man  were  aUve, 
and  would  deny  it,  I  would  make  him  eat  a  piece 
of  my  sword. 

P.  John.  This  is  the  strangest  tale  that  e'er  I  heard. 

P.  Hen.  This  b  the  strangest  fellow,  brother  John. 
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Come,  bring  your  luggage  nobly  on  your  back : 
For  my  part,  if  a  lie  may  do  thee  grace, 
111  gild  it  with  the  happiest  terms  I  have. 

[A  Retreat  is  sowukd* 
The  trumpet  sounds  retreat,  the  day*  is  ours. 
Come,  brother,  lef  s  to  the  highest  of  the  field. 
To  see  what  friends  are  living,  who  are  dead. 

[Ihcemt  P.  Hen.  atui  P.  John. 

Fal,  111  follow,  as  they  say,  for  reward.     He 

that  rewards  me,  God  reward  him !    If  I  do  grow 

great.  111  grow  less ;  for  111  purge,  and  leave  sack, 

and  live  cleanly,  as  a  nobleman  should  do. 

[Exit,  bearing  off  the  Body. 

SCENE  V.     Another  Part  of  the  Field. 

The  Trumpetssound.  ^*erKiNGHENRY,PRiNCE 
Henry,  Prince  John,  WESTMORELAND,awd 
others,  with  Worcester,  and  Vernon,  pri- 
soners. 
K.  Hen.  Thus  ever  did  rebellion  find  rebuke. — 

111  spirited  Worcester !  did  we  not  send  grace, 

Pardon,  and  terms  of  love  to  all  of  you  ? 

And  would'st  thou  turn  our  ofiers  contrary  ? 

Mbuse  the  tenor  of  thy  kinsman's  trust? 

Three  knights  upon  our  party  slain  to-day, 

A  noble  earl,  and  many  a  creature  else, 

Had  been  alive  this  hour. 

If,  like  a  christian,  thou  hadst  truly  borne 

Betwixt  our  armies  true  intelligence. 

Wor.  What  I  have  done,  my  safety  urg'd  me  to; 

And  I  embrace  this  fortune  patiently, 

Since  not  to  be  avoided  it  faUs  on  me. 
K.  Hen.  Bear  Worcester  to  the  death,  and  Ver- 
non too : 

Other  offenders  we  will  pause  upon. — 

[Exeunt  Wor.  and  Vernon,  guarded. 

How  goes  the  field? 
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P.  Hen>  The  noble  Scot,  Lord  Douglas,  when  he 
saw 
The  fortune  of  the  day  quite  tum'd  from  hiin» 
The  noble  Percy  slain,  and  all  his  men 
Upon  the  foot  of  fear,  fi^  with  the  rest; 
And,  falling  from  a  hill,  he  was  so  bruis'd. 
That  the  pursuers  took  him.    At  my  tent 
The  Douglas  is ;  and  I  beseech  your  grace, 
I  may  dispose  of  him. 

K.  Hen.  With  aU  my  bewrt. 

P.  Hen.  Then,  brother  John  of  liancaster,  to  yqu 
This  honourable  bounty  shall  belong: 
Go  to  the  Douglas,  and  deliver  him 
Up  to  his  pleasure,  ransomless,  and  free : 
His  valour,  shown  upon  our  crests  to-day. 
Hath  taught^  us  how  to  cherish  such  high  deeds. 
Even  in  the  bosom  of  our  adversaries. 

Lan.  I  thank  your  grace  for  this  high  courtesy. 
Which  I  shall  give  away  immediately. 

K.  Hen.  Then  this  remains, — ^that  we  divide  oiir 
power. — 
You,  son  John,  and  my  cousin  Westmoreland, 
Towards  York  shall  bend  you,  with  your  dearest 


To  meet  Northumberland,  and  the  prelate  Scroop,  | 

Who,  as  we  hear,  are  busily  in  arms :  i 

Myself, — and  you,  son  Harry, — will  towards  Wales, 
To  fight  with  Glendower,  and  the  earl  of  March. 
Rebellion  in  this  land  shaU  lose  his  sway, 
Meeting  the  check  of  such  another  day : 
And  since  this  business  so  fair  is  done. 
Let  us  not  leave  till  all  our  own  be  won.     [Exeunt. 

1  The  quarto  of  1698  reiicls  skoitn. 
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PART  II. 


Pistol  Sir  John,  th  j  tender  lambkin  now  is  king ; 
Harry  the  Fifth's  the  man. 

Act  v.  Sc.  3. 


FROM  THE  CHISWICK  PRESS. 
1826. 
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SECOND  PART  OF 

PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

IHE  transaotions  comprised  in  this  plaj  take  np  aboat  nine 
years.  The  action  commences  with  the  account  of  Hotspur's 
being  defeated  and  killed  [1403] ;  and  closes  with  the  death  of 
King  Henry  IV.  and  the  coronation  of  King  Henry  V.  [1412-13]. 
'  Upton  thinks  these  two  plays  improperly  called  The  First  and 
Second  Parts  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  "  The  first  play  ends  (he 
says)  with  the  peaceful  settlement  of  Henry  in  the  kingdom  by 
the  defeats  of  the  rebels."  This  is  hardly  true ;  for  the  rebels 
are  not  yet  finally  suppressed.  The  second,  he  tells  us,  shows 
Henry  the  Fifth  in  the  yarious  lights  of  a  good-natured  rake, 
till,  on  his  father's  death,  he  assumes  a  more  manly  character. 
This  is  true ;  but  this  representation  giyes  us  no  idea  of  a  dra- 
matic action.  These  two  plays  will  appear  to  eyery  reader,  who 
shall  peruse  them  without  ambition  of  critical  discoyeries,  to  be 
so  connected,  that  the  second  is  merely  a  sequel  to  the  first ;  to 
be  two  only  to  be  one.' — ^JoHNS^N. 

This  play  was  entered  at  Stationers'  Hall,  August  23,  1600. 
There  are  two  copies,  in  quarto,  printed  in  that  year ;  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  they  are  different  editions,  or  the  one  only  a 
corrected  impression  of  the  other. 

Malone  supposes  it  to  haye  been  composed  in  1598. 
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PERSONS  REPRESENTED. 


King  Hbnry  thb  Fourth  : 

Hbnrt,  Prince  (^  Wales,  qfUnwdi  King 

Henry  V. ; 
Thobias,  Duke  qf  Clarence ; 
Prince  John  qf  Lancaster,  qfUrw&rds  (2  Hen*  ^  ku  Sou. 

ry  V.)  Duke  qf  Bedford ; 
Princb  Humphrey   qf  Gloster,   qfierwards 

(2  Henry  V.)  Duke  ({f  Gloster ; 
Earl  <{/' Warwick;  ) 

Earl  qf  Westmoreland ;     >  qftke  King's  Paii^. 
Gower;  Harcourt;        S 
Lord  Chiif  Justice  qf  the  Kvnffe  Bench. 
A  Gentleman  attending  an  the  Chitf  Justice, 
Earl  (^  Northumberland ;  -x 

Scroop,  Archbishop  o^  York ;  f  Enemies  to  ike 

LordMowbrat;  Lord  Hastings  ;         ?        King. 
Lord  Bardolph  ;  tot  John  Colevub;  j 
Travers  and  Morton,  Dcmestieks  qf  Northumberland. 
Falstaff,  Bardolph,  Pistol,  and  Page. 
Poms  and  Peto,  Attendants  on  Prince  Henry. 
Shallow  and  Silence,  ComUry  Justices. 
Davy,  Servant  to  Shallow. 

Mouldy,  Shadow,  Wart,  Fbbblb,  and  Bullcalp,  Rumtt. 
Fang  and  Snare,  Sheriff's  OigUtrs, 
Rumour.    A  Porter. 
A  Dancer,  Speaker  qf  the  Epilogue. 

Lady  Northumrbrland.    Lady  Percy. 
Hostess  Quickly.    Doll  Tear-shbet. 


Lords  and  other  Attendants ;  Officers,  Soldiers,  Messeni^y 
Drawers,  Beadles,  Grooms,  ifc. 

SCENE,  England. 
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INDUCTION. 


Warkwortfa.     Before  Nortitumberland's  Cagtk. 

Enter  Rumour,  pakUedJuU  of  Ttn^^'^K 

Rvm,  Open  your  ears ;  For  which  of  you  will  stop 
The  vent  of  hearing,  when  loud  Rumour  speaks  ? 
I,  from  the  orient  to  the  drooping  ^  west, 
Making  the  wind  my  post-horse,  still  unfold 
The  acts  comnaenced  on  this  ball  of  earth : 
XIpon  my  tongues  continual  slanders  ride ; 
The  which  in  every  language  I  pronounce. 
Stuffing  the  ears  of  men  with  false  reports. 
I  speak  of  peace  while  covert  enmity. 
Under  the  smile  of  safety,  wounds  the  world : 
And  who  but  Rumour,  who  but  only  I, 
Make  fearful  musters,  and  prepared  defence ; 
Whilst  the  big  ear,  swol'n  with  some  other  grief, 
Is  thought  with  child  by  the  stem  tyrant  war. 
And  no  such  matter  ?  Rumour  is  a  pipe 
Blown  by  surmises,  jealousies,  conjectures ; 
And  of  so  easy  and  so  plain  a  stop^, 

*  Tkis  was  the  common  way  of  representing  this  personage, 
no  nnfreqnent  character  in  the  masques  of  the  poet's  time.  In  a 
masque  on  St.  Stephen's  Night,  1614,  by  Thomas  Campion, 
Rumour  comes  on  in  a  skin  coat/u//  of  winged  tongues,  Seyeral 
other  instances  are  cited  in  the  Variorum  Shakspeare. 

'  The  force  of  this  epithet  will  be  best  explained  by  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  Macbeth : — 

'  Good  things  of  day  begin  to  droop  and  drowse. 
And  night's  black  agents  to  their  preys  do  rouse. 

'  The  stops  are  the  holes  in  a  flute  or  pipe.  So  in  Hamlet : — 
'  Gorem  these  ventages  with  your  finger  and  thumb ;  look  you, 
these  are  the  stops/ 
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Thai  the  blunt  monster  with  uncounted  heads. 

The  still-discordant  wavering  multitude. 

Can  play  upon  it.     But  what  need  I  thus 

My  well  known  body  to  anatomize 

Among  my  household?  Why  is  Rumour  here? 

I  run  before  Ring  Harry's  victory ; 

Who,  in  a  bloody  field  by  Shrewsbury, 

Hath  beaten  down  young  Hotspur,  and  his  troops, 

Quenching  the  flame  of  bold  rebellion 

Even  with  the  rebels'  blood.     But  what  mean  I 

To  speak  so  true  at  first?  my  office  is 

To  noise  abroad, — ^that  Harry  Monmouth  fell 

Under  the  wrath  of  noble  Hotspur's  sword; 

And  that  the  king  before  the  Douglas'  rage 

Stoop'd  his  anointed  head  as  low  as  death. 

This  .have  I  rumour'd  through  the  peasant  towns 

Between  that  royal  field  of  Shrewsbury 

And  this  worm-eaten  hold  of  ragged  stone  ^, 

Where  Hotspur's  father,  old  Northumberland, 

Lies  crafty-sick :  the  posts  come  tiring  on, 

And  not  a  man  of  them  brings  other  news 

Than  they  have  leam'd  of  me;    from  Rumour's 

tongues 
They  bring  smooth  comforts  false,  worse  than  true 

wrongs.  [Exit. 

*  Northumberland's  castle. 
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SECOND  PART  OF 

KING  HENRY  IV. 


ACT  I. 


SCENE  I.  Theiome.  TheVotter  before  the  Gate. 

Enter  Lord  Bardolph. 

Bafdolph. 
Who  keeps  the  gate  here,  ho  ? — Where  is  the  earl? 
Port,  What  shall  I  say  you  are? 
Bard,  Tell  thou  the  earl. 

That  the  Lord  Bardolph  doth  attend  him  here. 
Part,  His  lordship  is  walk'd  forth  into  the  or- 
chard; 
Please  it  your  honour,  knock  but  at  the  gate. 
And  he  himself  will  answer. 

Enter  Northumberland. 

Bard,  Here  comes  the  earl. 

North,  What  news,  Lord  Bardolph?  every  mi- 
nute now 
Should  be  the  father  of  some  stratagem ; 
The  times  are  wild;  contention,  like  a  horse 
Full,  of  high  feeding,  madly  hath  b^oke  loose, 
•And  bears  down  all  before  him. 

Bard.  Noble  earl, 

I  bring  you  certain  news  from  Shrewsbury. 

North,  Good,  an  heaven  will ! 
VOL.  V.  z 
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Bard,  As  good  as  heart  can  wish : — 

The  king  is  almost  wounded  to  the  death; 
Andy  in  the  fortune  of  my  lord  your  son, 
Prince  Harry  slain  outright ;  and  both  the  Blunts 
Kill'd  by  the  hand  of  Douglas :  young  prince  John, 
And  Westmoreland,  and  Stafford,  fled  the  field; 
And  Harry  Monmouth's  brawn,  the  hulk  Sir  John, 
Is  prisoner  to  your  son :  O,  such  a  day. 
So  fought,  so  foUow'd,  and  so  fairly  won. 
Came  not,  till  now,  to  dignify  the  times, 
Since  Caesar's  fortunes ! 

North,  How  is  this  deriv'd ! 

Saw  you  the  field?  came  you  from  Shrewsbury? 

Bard.  I  spake  with  one,  my  lord,  that  came  from 
thence; 
A  gentleman  well  bred,  and  of  good  name,  • 
That  freely  render'd  me  these  news  for  true. 

North,  Here  comes  my  servant,  Travers,  whom 
I  sent 
On  Tuesday  last  to  listen  after  news. 

Bard.  My  lord,  I  over-rode  him  on  the  way ; 
And  he  is  fumish'd  with  no  certainties. 
More  than  he  haply  may  retail  from  me. 

Enter  Travers. 

North.  Now,  Travers,  what  good  tidings  come 
with  you  ? 

Tra,  My  lord,  Sir  John  XJmfrevile  tum'd  me  back 
With  joyful  tidings ;  and,  being  better  hors'd. 
Outrode  me.    After  him,  came,  spurring  hard, 
A  gentleman  almost  forspent^  with  speed. 
That  stopp'd  by  me  to  brealhe  his  bloodied  horse : 
He  ask'd  the  way  to  Chester;  and  of  him 
I  did  demand,  what  news  from  Shrewsbury. 
He  told  me,  that  rebellion  had  bad  hick, 
>  ExlMuuted. 
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And  timt  young  Harry  Percy's  spur  was  cold : 
With  that,  he  gave  his  able  horse  the  head. 
And,  bending  forward,  struck  his  armed  heels 
Against  die  panting  sides  of  his  poor  jade  ^ 
Up  to  the  rowel-bead ;  and,  starting  so. 
He  seem'd  in  running  to  devour  the  way^, 
Staying  no  longer  question. 

North.  Ha ! Again. 

Said  he,  young  Harry  Percy's  spur  was  cold  ? 
Of  Hotspur^,  coldspur?  that  rebellion 
Had  met  ill  luck ! 

Bard,  My  lord.  111  tell  you  what; — 

If  my  young  lord  your  son  have  not  the  day. 
Upon  mine  honour,  for  a  silken  point ^ 
I'll  give  my  barony :  never  talk  of  it. 

^  Jade  is  not  used  by  Shakspeare  as  a  term  of  contempt ;  for 
King  Richard  II.  giyes  this  appellation  to  his  fayonrite  horse 
Roan  Barbarj,  which  Henry  IV.  rode  at  his  coronation : — 

*  Thai  jade  hath  eat  bread  from  my  royal  hand.' 
The  commentat<irs  suppose  that  %jade  meant  a  horse  kept  for 
dnidgery,  a  hackney ;  bat  this  is  not  the  fact.    It  was  only  an- 
other name  for  a  horse,  as  nag  since.     Thus  we  have 

*  Hollow  pampered  jeufe^  of  Asia.' 
And  Ford,  in  his  Loyer's  Melancholy,  Act  ii.  Sc.  2: — 
'  Like  high  fed  jades  apon  a  tilting  day.' 
'  So  in  the  book  of  Job,  ch.  xxxix : — He  swalhweth  the  ground 
in  fierceness  and  rage.'     The  same  expression  occurs  in  Ben 
Jonson's  Sejanns : — 

'  Bat  with  that  speed  and  heat  of  appetite 
With  which  they  greedily  devour  the  way 
To  some  great  sports.' 
In  the  Tempest,  Ariel,  to  describe  his  alacrity  in  obeying  Pros- 
pero's  commands,  says,  '  I  drink  the  air  before  me.'     Nemesian 
has  the  same  thought : — 

* latnmque  fuga  consumere  campum,* 

*  Hotspur  seems  to  haye  been  a  yery  common  term  for  a  man 
of  yehemence  and  precipitation.  Stanyhurst  renders  the  following 
line  of  Virgil: —  ^ 

*  Nee  yictoris  heri  tetigit  captiya  cubile.' 
'  To  couch  not  mounting  of  mayster  vanquisher  hoatspur,* 

*  A  tilken  point  is  a  tagged  lace* 
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North.  Why  should  the  gentleman,  thatTode  by 
Travels, 
Give  then  such  instances  of  loss  ? 

Bard.  Who,  he? 

He  was  some  hilding^  fellow,  that  had  stol'n 
The  horse  he  rode  on;  and,  upon  my  life. 
Spoke  at  a  venture.    Look,  here  comes  more  news. 

Enter  Morton. 

North.  Yea,  this  man's  brow,  like  to  a  title-leaf. 
Foretells  the  nature  of  a  tragick  volume : 
So  looks  the  strond,  whereon  the  imperious  flood 

Hath  left  a  witnessed  usurpation^. 

Say,  Morton,  didst  thou  come  from  Shrewsbury  ? 

Mor.  I  ran  from  Shrewsbury,  my  noble  lord ; 
Where  hateful  death  put  on  his  ughest  mask. 
To  fright  our  party. 

North.  How  doth  my  son,  and  brother? 

Thou  tremblest;  and  the  whiteness  in  thy  cheek 
Is  apter  than  thy  tongue  to  tell  thy  errand. 
Even  such  a  man,  so  faint,  so  spiritless. 
So  dull,  so  dead  in  look,  so  woe-begone^. 
Drew  Priam's  curtain  in  the  dead  of  night. 
And  would  have  told  him,  half  his  Troy  was  bum'd : 
But  Priam  found  the  fire,  ere  he  his  tongue. 
And  I  my  Percy's  death,  ere  thou  report'st  it. 
This  thou  would'st  say, — Your  son  did  thus,  and 

thus; 
Your  brother,  thus ;  so  fought  the  noble  Douglas ; 
Stopping  my  greedy  ear  with  their  bold  deeds: 

*  i.  e.  HUderling,  base,  low  fellow. 
7  An  attestation  of  its  rayage. 

*  Dr.  Bentlej  is  said  to  have  thought  this  passage  corrupt ; 
and  therefore  (with  a  greater  degree  of  gravity  than  the  reader 
will  probabl J  express)  proposed  the  following  emendation : — 

*  So  dead,  so  dall  in  look  Ucakgon, 

Drew  Priam's  oortain/  &o. 
The  name  of  Ucalegom  occurs  in  the  third  Iliad,  and  in  the 
.£neid. 
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But  in  the  end,  to  stop  mine  ear  indeed. 
Thou  hast  a  sigh  to  blow  away  this  praise. 
Ending  wilh — brotfier,  son,  and  all  are  dead. 

Mor.  Douglas  b  living,  and  your  brother,  yet : 
But,  for  my  lord  your  son,— — 

North.  Why,  he  is  dead. 

See,  what  a  ready  tongue  suspicion  hath ! 
He,  that  but  fears  the  tiling  he  would  not  know. 
Hath,  by  instinct,  knowledge  from  others'  eyes. 
That  what  he  fear'd  is  chanc'd.  Yet  speak,  Morton ; 
Tell  tiiou  thy  earl,  his  divinatiim  lies ; 
And  I  will  take  it  as  a  sweet  disgrace, 
And  make  thee  rich  for  doing  me  such  wrong. 

Mar.  You  are  too  great  to  be  by  me  gainsaid : 
Your  spirit  is  too  true,  your  fears  too  certain. 

North.  Yet,  for  all  this,  say  not  that  Percy's  dead. 
I  see  a  strange  confession  in  thine  eye : 
Thou  shak'st  thy  head,  and  hold'st  it  fear,  or  sin. 
To  speak  a  truth.     If  he  be  slain,  say  so : 
The  tongue  offends  not,  that  reports  his  death : 
And  he  doth  sin,  that  doth  belie  the  dead; 
Not  he,  which  says  the  dead  b  not  ^ve. 
Yet  the  first  bringer  of  unwelcome  news 
Hath  but  a  losing  office ;  and  his  tongue 
Sounds  ever  after  as  a  sullen  bell, 
Remember'd  knolling  a  departing  friend^. 

*  So  in  Shakspeare's  seyenty-first  Sonnet : — 

' You  shall  hear  the  surly  sullen  bell 

Give  warning  to  the  world  that  I  am  fled/ 
Milton  has  adopted  this  expressive  epithet : — 
*  I  hear  the  far-off  curfew  sound 
Over  some  wide-watered  shore. 
Swinging  slow  with  sullen  roar.* 
The  bell  anciently  was  rung  before  the  dying  person  had  ex- 
pired, and  thence  was  called  the  passing  bell.  Mr.  Douce  thinks 
it  probable  that  uiis  bell  might  haye  been  originally  used  to 
drive  away  demons,  who  were  supposed  to  watch  for  the  parting 
soul. 

Z2 
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Bard.  I  tannpt  think,  my  lord,  your  son  is  dead. 

ilfor.  I  am  sorry,  I  should  force  you  to  believe 
That,  which  I  would  to  heaven  I  had  not  seen : 
But  these  mine  eyes  saw  him  in  bloody  state, 
Kend'ring  faint  quittance  ^^,  wearied  and  outbreath'd. 
To  Harry  Monmouth :  whose  swift  Mrrath  beat  down 
The  never  daunted  Percy  to  the  earth. 
From  whence  with  life  he  never  more  sprung  up. 
In  few,  his  death  (whose  spirit  lent  a  fire 
Even  to  the  dullest  peasant  in  his  camp), 
Being  bruited  ^^  once,  took  fire  and  heat  away 
From  the  best  temper'd  courage  in  his  troops : 
For  from  his  metal  was  his  party  steel'd; 
Which  once  in  him  abated,  all  the  rest 
Tum'd  on  themselves,  like  dull  and  heavy  lead. 
And  as  the  thing  that's  heavy  in  itself. 
Upon  enforcement,  flies  with  greatest  speed; 
So  did  our  men,  heavy  in  Hotspur's  loss. 
Lend  to  this  weight  such  lightness  with  their  fear. 
That  arrows  fled  not  swifter  toward  their  aim. 
Than  did  our  soldiers,  aiming  at  their  safety. 
Fly  from  the  field :  Then  was  that  noble  Worcester 
Too  soon  ta'en  prisoner :  and  that  furious  Scot, 
The  bloody  Douglas,  whose  well  labouring  sword 
Had  three  times  slain  the  appearance  of  the  king, 
'Gan  vail^^  his  stomach,  and  did  grace  the  shame 
Of  those  that  tum'd  their  backs;  and,  in  his  flight, 

10  By/atfU  quUta$ice  a  faint  return  of  blows  is  meant     So  ia 
King  Henrj  V : — 

*  We  shall  forget  the  office  of  oar  hand 
Sooner  than  quittance  of  desert  and  merit.' 
"  i.  e.  reported,  noised  abroad.    Vide  Macbeth,  Act  ▼.  Sc.  7. 
1'  i.  e.  began  to  fall  his  coorage,  to  let  his  spirits  sink  under 
his  fortune.  To  vail  is  to  lower ,  to  cast  down.    So  in  The  Tamiog 
of  the  Shrew,  Act  v : — 

'  Then  vaU  your  stomachs^  for  it  is  no  boot. 

And  place  your  hands  below  your  husband's  foot.* 
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Stumbiing  in  fear,  was  took.     The  sum  of  all 
Is, — that  the  king  hath  won ;  and  hath  sent  out 
A  speedy  power  to  encounter  you,  my  lord. 
Under  the  conduct  of  young  Liwcaster, 
And  Westmoreland :  tiiis  is  the  news  at  full. 

North,  For  this  I  shall  have  time  enough  to  mourn." 
In  poison  there  is  physick ;  and  these  news, 
Having  been  well,  that  would  have  made  me  sick. 
Being  sick,  have  in  some  measure  made  me  well : 
And  as  the  wretch,  whose  fever- weakened  joints, 
like  strengthless  hinges,  buckle  under'^life. 
Impatient  of  his  fit,  breaks  like  a  fire 
Out  of  his  keeper's  arms ;  even  so  my  limbs, 
Weaken'dwith  grief,  being  now  enrag'd  with  grief  ^^ 
Are  thrice  themselves:  hence  therefore,  thou  nice^'^ 

crutch ;  * 
A  scaly  gauntlet  now,  with  joints  of  steel. 
Must  glove  this  hand :  and  hence,  thou  sickly  quoif ; 
^Thou  art  a  guard  too  wanton  for  the  head. 
Which  princes,  flesh'd  with  conquest,  aim  to  hit.   . 
Now  bind  my  brows  with  iron ;  And  approach 
The  ragged'st  hour  that  time  and  spite  dare  bring. 
To  frown  upon  the  enrag'd  Northumberland ! 
Let  heaven  kiss  earth !  Now  let  not  nature's  hand 
Keep  the  wild  flood  confin'd !  let  order  die ! 
And  let  this  world  no  longer  be  a  stage. 
To  feed  contention  in  a  lingering  act; 
But  let  one  spirit  of  the  first-bom  Cain 
Keign  in  all  bosoms,  that,  each  heart  being  set 
On  bloody  courses,  the  rude  scene  may  end. 
And  darkness  be  the  burier  of  the  dead  ^ ! 

^'  Chrief,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  line,  is  nsed,  in  its  present 
sense,  for  sorrow;  in  the  former  part  for  bodily  pain, 

**  Steevens  explains  nice  here  by  tri;fiing ;  bat  Shakspeare, 
like  his  cotemporaries,  uses  it  in  the  sense  of  effeminate,  deUcate, 
tender.     Vide  note  on  As  You  like  It,  Act  iy.  Sc.  1.  p.  182. 

•*  *  The  conclosion  of  this  noble  speech  (sajs  Johnson)  is  ex- 
tremely striking.    There  is  no  need  to  snppose  i^xactly  pbilo- 
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TVo.  This  strained  passion  doth  yon  wrong,  my 

lord^«. 
Bard,  Sweet  earl,  divorce  not  wisdom  from  your 

honour. 
Mor.  The  lives  of  all  yonr  loving  com^^ices 
Lean  on  your  health ;  the  which,  if  yon  give  o'er 
To  stormy  passion;  must  perforce  decay. 
You  cast  the  event  of  war,  my  noble  lord  ^^, 
And  summ'd  the  account  of  chance,  before  you 

said, — 
Let  us  make  head.     It  was  your  presurmise. 
That  in  the  dole^^  of  blows  your  son  might  drop : 
You  knew,  he  walked  o'er  perils,  on  an  edge. 
More  likely  to  fall  in,  than  to  get  o'er^^: 
You  were  advis'd***,  his  flesh  was  capable 
Of  wounds,  and  scars ;  and  that  his  forward  spirit 
Would  lift  him  where  most  trade  of  danger  rang'd; 
Yet  did  you  say, — Go  forth ;  and  none  of  this. 
Though  strongly  apprehended,  could  restrain 
The  stiff-borne  action :  What  hath  then  befalls, 

sophical ;  darkness,  in  poetry,  may  be  absence  of  eyes,  as  well  u 
priTatioD  of  light.  Tet  we  may  remark  that,  by  an  ancient 
opinion,  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  human  race,  for  whom  the 
world  was  made,  were  extirpated,  the  whole  system  of  sobloaaiy 
nature  would  cease  at  once.'  Mr.  Boswell  remarks  that  a  pas- 
sage resembling  this,  but  feeble  in  comparison,  is  found  in  The 
Double  Marriage  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  :— 

< That  we  might  faU, 

And  in  our  ruins  swallow  up  this  kingdom. 
Nay,  the  whole  world,  and  make  a  second  chaos.' 
1^  This  line  in  the  quarto  is  by  mistake  given  to  UmfnmOe, 
who  is  spoken  of  in  this  very  scene  as  absent.     It  is  giyen  to 
Tracers  at  Steevens's  suggestion. 

17  The  fourteen  following  lines,  and  a  number  of  others  in  this 
play,  were  not  in  the  quarto  edition. 
"  Pealing,  or  distribution, 
w  So  in  King  Henry  IV.  Part  i  :— 

*  As  full  of  peril  and  adventurons  spirit. 
As  to  o'erwidk  a  current  roaring  loud. 
On  the  unsteadfast  footing  of  a  spear/ 
*>  That  i8,7on  were  teamed  or  aware,. 
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Or  what  hath  this  bold  enterprise  brought  fdnrth. 
More  than  that  being  which  was  like  to  be  ? 

Bard.  We  all,  that  are  engaged  to  this' loss  ^^^ 
Knew  that  we  ventured  on  such  dangerous  seas> 
That,  if  we  wrought  out  life,  'twas  ten  to  one : 
And  yet  we  ventured,  for  the  gain  proposed 
Chok'd  the  respect  of  likely  peril  fear'd; 
And,  since  we  are  o'erset,  venture  again. 
Come,  we  will  all  put  forth ;  body,  and  goods. 

M€T.  Tis  more  than  time :  And,  my  most  noble 
lord, 

I  hear  for  certain,  and  do  speak  the  truth, 

The  gentle  archbishop  of  York  is  up*^. 

With  well  appointed  powers ;  he  is  a  man. 

Who  with  a  double  surety  binds  his  followers. 

My  lord  your  son  had  only  but  the  corps. 

But  shadows,  and  the  shows  of  men,  to  fight : 

For  that  same  word,  rebellion,  did  divide 

The  action  of  their  bodies  from  their  souls ; 

And  they  did  fight  with  queasiness^,  constrain'd. 

As  men  drink  potions;  that  their  weapons  only 

Seem'd  on  our  side,  but,  for  their  spirits  and  souls^ 

This  word,  rebellion  j  it  had  froze  them  up. 

As  fish  are  in  a  pond :  But  now  the  bishop 

Turns  insurrection  to  religion : 

Suppos'd  sincere  and  holy  in  his  thoughts, 

He's  foUow'd  both  with  body  and  with  mind ; 

And  doth  eftiarge  his  rising  with  the  blood 

Of  fair  King  Richard,  scrap'd  from  Pomfret  stones : 

Derives  from  heaven  his  quarrel,  and  his  cause; 

^  This  mode  of  expression  has  before  been  noticed.     Thiu 
in  the  fiwt  part  of  King  Henry  IV : — 

'  Hath  a  more  worthy  interest  to  this  state.' 

^  This  and  the  following  twenty  lines  are  not  found  in  the 
quarto. 

^  Against  their  stomachs. 
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Tells  them,  he  doth  bestride  a  Ueedmg  land^. 
Gasping  for  life  under  great  Bolingbroke ; 
And  more^y  and  less,  do  flock  to  follow  him. 

N<jrth,  I  knew  of  this  before ;  bat,  to  spesJc  truth, 
This  present  grief  had  wip'd  it  from  my  mind. 
Go  in  with  me ;  and  counsel  every  man 
The  aptest  way  for  safety,  and  revenge : 
Get  posts,  and  letters,  and  make  friends  witii  speed; 
Never  so  few,  and  never  yet  more  need.     [JEscewU. 

SCENE  II.     London.     A  Street. 

Enter  Sir  John  FALSTAFF,ti?i*A  his  Page  bearing 
his  Sword  and  Buckler. 

FaL  Sirrah,  you  giant,  what  says  the  doctor  to 
my  water  ^  ? 

Page.  He  said,  sir,  the  water  itself  was  a  good 
healthy  water:  but  for  the  party  that  owed^  it,  he 
might  have  more  diseases  than  he  knew  for. 

FaL  Men  of  all  sorts  take  a  pride  to  gird^  tt 

^  That  is,  '  stand  oyer  his  coantry,  as  she  lies  bleedings  and 
prostrate,  to  protect  her/  It  was  the  office  of  a  friend  to  protect 
his  fallen  comrade  in  battle  in  this  manner.  Shakspeare  has 
alladed  to  it  in  other  places. 

^  i.  e.  great  and  small,  all  rani:s.    So  in  Macbeth : — 
'  Both  more  and  less  have  given  hint  the  revolt.* 

'  This  quackery  was  once  so  much  in  fashion  that  linacre,  tfc« 
founder  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  formed  a  statute  to  restraia 
apothecaries  from  carrjring  the  waUr  of  their  patients  to  a  doc- 
tor, and  afterwards  giving  medicines  in  conseqaence  of  the  opi* 
nions  pronoonced  concerning  it.  This  statnte  was  followed  by 
another,  which  forbade  the  doctors  themselves  to  prononnoe  ott 
any  disorder  from  sach  an  uncertain  diagnostic.  But  this  did  M»t 
extinguish  the  practice,  which  has  even  its  dupes  in  these  ea- 
lightened  times. 

«  Owned. 

^  '  Gird  (Mr.  GifTord  says)  is  a  mere  metathesis  o{gridet  and 
means  a  thrust,  a  blow ;  the  metaphorical  use  of  the  word  for  a 
smart  stroke  of  wit,  taunt,  reproachful  retort,  &c.  is  justified  b j 
a  similar  application  of  kindred  terms  in  all  languages.' 
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me:  The  brain  of  this  foolish-compounded  clay^ 
man,  is  not  aUe  to  vent  any  thing  that  tends  to 
laughter,  more  than  I  invent,  or  is  invented  on  me : 
I  am  not  only  witty  in  myself^  but  the  cause  that 
wit  is  in  other  men.  I  do  here  walk  before  thee, 
like  a  sow,  that  hath  overwhelmed  all  her  litter  but 
one.  If  the  prince  put  thee  into  my  service  for  any 
other  reason  than  to  set  me  off,  why  then  I  have  no 
judgment  Thou  whoreson  mandrake^,  thou  art 
fitter  to  be  worn  in  my  cap,  than  to  wait  at  my  heels. 
I  was  never  manned  with  an  agate  ^  till  now :  but  I 
will  set  you  neither  in  gold  nor  silver,  but  in  vile 
appard,  and  send  you  back  again  to  your  master, 
for  a  jewel;  the  juvenal^,  the  prince  your  master, 
whose  chin  is  not  yet  fledged.  I  will  sooner  have 
a  beard  grow  in  the  palm  of  my  hand,  tiian  he  shall 
get  one  on  his  cheek;  and  yet  he  will  not  stick  to 
say,  his  face  is  a  face-royal :  God  may  fimsh  it  when 
he  will,  it  is  not  a  hair  amiss  yet :  he  may  keep  it 
still  as  a  face-royal^,  for  a  barber  shall  never  earn 

*  A  root  supposed  to  have  the  shape  of  a  man.  Quacks  aii4 
impostors  counterfeited,  with  the  root  briony,  figures  resembling 
parts  of  the  human  body,  which  were  sold  to  the  credulous  as 
endued  with  specific  yirtuef.  See  Sir  Thomas  Brown's  Vulgar 
Errors,  p.  72,  edit  1686,  for  some  very  curious  particulars. 

^  An  agate  is  used  metaphorically  for  a  very  dindnntiTe  per- 
son, in  allusion  to  the  small  figures  cut  in  agate  for  rings  and 
broaches.  Thus  Florio  explains  '  Formaglio :  ouches,  broaches, 
or  tablets  and  jewels,  that  yet  some  old  men  wear  in  their  bats, 
with  agatk-stones,  out  and  graven  with  some  formes  and  images 
on  them,  namely  of  famous  men's  heads.'  So  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet:-^ 

'  In  shape  no  bigger  than  an  agaie  stone. 

On  the  fore  finger  of  an  alderman.' 

*  Juvenal  occurs  in  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  and  in  Love's 
Labour's  Lost.  It  is  also  used  in  many  places  by  Chaucer  for  a 
ywing  man, 

"^  Johnson  says  that,  by  a  face^oyal,  Falstaff  means  a  face 
exempt  from  the  touch  of  vulgar  hands.  As  a  stag-royal  is  not 
to  be  hunted,  a  mine^rogai  is  not  to  be  dug.    Steevens  imagines 
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^ixpeIlce  out  of  it;  and  yet  he  will  be  crowing,  as 
if  he  had  writ  man  ever  since  his  father  was  a 
bachelor.     He  may  keep  his  own  grace,  but  he  is 

almost  out  of  mine,  I  can  assure  him. What 

said  master  Dumbleton  about  the  satin  for  my  short 
cloak,  and  slops? 

Page.  He  said,  sir,  you  should  procure  him  bet- 
ter assurance  than  Bardolph:  he  would  not  take 
hb  bond  and  yours ;  he  liked  not  the  security. 

Fal,  Let  him  be  damned  like  the  glutton !  may 
his  tongue  be  hotter^ ! — ^A  whoreson  Achitophel !  a 
rascally  yea-forsooth  knaye!  to  bear  a  gentleman 
in  hand^,  and  then  stand  upon  security! — The 
whoreson  smooth-pates  do  now  wear  nothing  but 
high  shoes,  and  bunches  of  keys  at  their  girdles; 
and  if  a  man  is  thorough^^  with  them  in  honest 
taking  up,  then  they  must  stand  upon — security. 
I  had  as  lief  they  would  put  ratsbane  in  my  mouth, 
as  offer  to  stop  it  with  security.  I  looked  he  should 
have  sent  me  two  and  twenty  yards  of  satin,  as  I 
am  a  true  knight,  and  he  sends  me  security.  Well, 
he  may  sleep  in  security;  for  he  hath  the  horn  of 
abundance,  and  the  lightness  of  his  wife  shines 
through  it:  and  yet  cannot  he  see,  though  he  haye 

that  there  may  he  a  qnibhle  intended  on  the  coin  called  a  real, 
or  royal;  that  a  barber  can  no  more  earn  sixpence  by  his  hct, 
than  by  the  face  stamped  on  the  coin,  the  one  requiring  as  little 
shaving  as  the  other.  Mason  thinks  that  FalstaflTs  conceit  is,  *  If 
nothing  be  taken  oat  of  a  royal,  it  will  remain  a  royal  still,  as  it 
was/  The  reader  will  decide  for  himself.  I  have  nothing  bet- 
ter in  the  way  of  conjecture  to  offer. 

*  An  allusion  to  the  fate  of  the  rich  man,  who  had  fared 
snmptaonsly  every  day,  when  he  requested  a  drop  of  water  to 
cool  his  tongae,  being  tormented  with  flames. 

'  To  bear  in  hand  is  to  keep  in  expectation  hy  false  promises. 
So  in  Macbeth : — 

'  How  yon  were  borne  in  hand,  how  crossed.' 
.    '®  i.  e.  in  their  debt,  by  takistg  t^  goods  on  credit. 
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liis  own  lantern  to  light  him. Where's  Bar- 

dolph? 

Page.  He's  gone  into  Smithfield,  to  buy  your 
worship  a  horse. 

FaL  I  bought  hiin  in  Paul's  ^^,  and  hell  buy  me 
a  horse  in  Smithfield :  an  I  could  get  me  but  a  wife 
in  the  stews,  I  were  manned,  horsed,  and  wived. 

Enter  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  ^^,  and  an  Attendant 

Page.  Sir,  here  comes  the  nobleman  that  commitr 
ted  the  prince  for  striking  him  about  Bardolph. 

Fal.  Wait  close,  I  will  not  see  him. 

Ch.  Just.  Whaf  s  he  that  goes  there  ? 

Atten.  Fabtaff,  an't  please  your  lordship. 

Ch.  Just.  He  that  was  in  question  for  the  rob- 
bay? 

Atten.  He,  my  lord:  but  he  hath  since  done 
good  service  at  Shrewsbury ;  and,  as  I  hear,  is  now 
•going  with  some  charge  to  the  lord  John  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Ch.  Just.  What,  to  York?  Call  him  back  again. 

AUen.  Sir  John  Falstaff ! 

FaL  Boy,  tell  him,  I  am  deaf. 

Page.  You  must  speak  louder,  my  master  is  deaf. 

Ch.  Just.  I  am  sure  he  is,  to  the  hearing  of  any 

*^  The  body  of  old  St,  PauTs  Church,  in  London,  was  a  oon- 
stant  place  of  resort  for  bosiness  and  amusement,  and  conse- 
quently frequented  bj  idle  people  of  all  descriptions.  Advertise* 
ments  were  fixed  up  there,  bargains  made,  servants  hired,  &c. 
The  scene  of  the  chief  part  of  the  third  act  of  Ben  Jonson's 
Every  Man  in  his  Humour  is  laid  there.  In  the  Choice  of 
Change,  1698,  quarto,  it  is  said  that  '  A  man  must  not  make 
choyse  of  three  things  in  three  places.  Of  a  wife  in  Westminster ; 
of  a  servant  in  Panic's ;  of  a  horse  in  Smithfield ;  lest  he  chnse 
a  qneane,  a  knave,  or  a  jade.* 

"  This  judge  was  Sir  Wm.  Gascoigne,  chief  justice  of  the 
King's  Bench.    He  died  Dec.  17,  1413,  and  was  buried  in 
Harewood  Church,  in  Yorkshire.  His  effigy  is  on  his  monument, 
and  may  be  seen  in  Gough's  Sepulchral  Monuments,  vol.  ii. 
VOL.  V.  A  A 
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thing  good. — Gro,  pluck  him  by  the  elbow :  I  most 
speak  with  him. 

Atten,  Sir  John, 

FaL  What!  a  young  knave,  and  beg!  Is  there 
not  wars  ?  is  there  not  employment  f  Doth  not  the 
king  lack  subjects?  do  not  the  rebels  need  soldiers  % 
Though  it  be  a  shame  to  be  on  any  side  but  one,  it 
is  worse  shame  to  beg  than  to  be  on  the  worst  side, 
were  it  worse  than  the  name  of  rebellion  can  teU 
how  to  make  it. 

Atten.  You  mistake  me,  sir. 

FaL  Why,  sir^  did  I  say  you  were  an  honest 
man?  setting  my  knighthood  and  my  soldiership 
aside,  I  had  lied  in  my  throat  if  I  had  said  so. 

Atten,  I  pray  you,  sir,  ^en  set  your  knighthood 
and  your  soldiership  aside;  and  give  me  leare  to 
tell  you,  yoii  lie  in  your  throat,  if  you  say  I  am  any 
other  than  an  honest  man. 

Fal,  I  give  thee  leave  to  tell  me  so !  I  lay  aside 
that  which  grows  to  me !  If  thou  get'st  any  leave 
of  me,  himg  me;  if  thou  takest  leave,  thou  wert 
better  be  hanged;  You  hunt  counter ^^,  hence! 
avaunt! 

Atten.  Sir,  my  lord  would  speak  witii  you. 

Ch.  Jwt.  Shr  John  Falstaff,  a  word  with  you. 

FaL  My  good  lord! — God  give  your  lordship 
good  time  of  day.     I  am  glad  to  see  your  lordslup 

'^  To  hunt  cotmier  was  to  hont  the  wrong  waj,  ta  trmoe  th« 
scent  backwards  ;  to  hmU  ithy  the  heel  is  the  technioal  phrase. 
Falstaff  means  to  tell  the  man  that  he  is  on  a  wrong  scent.  The 
folio  and  the  modem  editions  print  himi-comUer  with  a  bjphen, 
so  as  to  make  it  appear  like  a  name ;  but  in  the  quartos  the 
words  are  disjoined — hunt  counter.  Cotgrare  ei4»lains  '  cenfrs- 
pied,  that  which  we  call  counter  in  hunthtg;*  and  '  fenar  comtf' 
pied,  to  set  or  hold  his  foot  against  another  man's,  therebjr  to 
stop  him  from  going  anj  further ;  to  cross  or  impeach  the  de- 
signes  or  enterprises  of  another.'  There  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  allosion  to  the  connter-prisoa  here ;  though  mob  allnslons 
were  yerjr  common  in  the  poet's  age. 
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abroad:  I  heard  say,  your  lordsh^  was  sick:  I 
tiope,  your  lordship  goes  abroad  by  adrioe.  Your 
lordshipy  though  not  clean  past  your  youth,  hath 
yet  some  smack  of  age  in  you,  some  rdish  of  tiie 
saltaess  of  time;  and  I  most  humbly  beseech  your 
lordship,  to  have  a  reverend  care  of  your  health. 

Ch.  Ju9t.  Sir  John,  I  sent  for  you  before  your 
expedition  to  Shrewsbury. 

Fal.  An't  please  your  lordship,  I  hear,  his  ma- 
jesty is  returned  with  some  discomfort  from  Wales. 

Ch.  Just.  I  talk  not  of  his  majesty : — You  would 
not  come  when  I  sent'  for  you. 

FaL  And  I  hear  mcnreoyer,  his  highness  is  fallen 
into  this  same  whoreson  apoplexy. 

Ch,  Jugt.  Well,  heayen  m^id  him !  I  pray,  let 
me  speak  with  you. 

FaL  This  apoplexy  is,  as  I  take  it,  a  kind  of 
lethargy,  an't  please  your  lordshqp ;  a  kind  of  sleep- 
ing in  die  blood,  a  whoreson  tingling. 

Ck.  JuiL  What  tell  you  me  of  it?  be  it  as  it  b. 

Fal,  It  hath  its  original  from  much  grief;  from 
study,  and  perturbation  of  the  brain :  I  have  read 
the  cause  of  his  effects  in  Galen ;  it  is  a  kind  of 
deafness. 

Ch.  Jtut,  I  think,  you  are  fallen  into  the  disease ; 
f<Hr  you  hear  not  what  I  say  to  you. 

Fai,^^  Very  well,  my  lord,  very  well:  rather, 
an't  please  yon,  ft  is  the  disease  c^  not  listening,  the 
malady  of  not  marking,  that  I  am  troubled  withal. 

Ch.  Jusi.  To  punish  you  by  the  heels,  would 
amoid  the  attention  of  your  ears ;  and  I  care  not, 
if  I  do  become  your  physician. 

^*  In  the  qaarto  edition  this  speech  stands  thus: — 
Old.  Very  well,  my  lord,  very  well.' 
This  is  a  strong  corroboration  of  the  tradition  that  Falstaff  was 
first  called  Oldeastle.    See  the  First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV. 
p.  126,  pote  6. 
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FaL  I  am  as  poor  as  Job,  my  lord;  but  not  so 
patient :  your  lordship  may  minister  the  potion  of 
imprisonment  to  me,  in  respect  of  poverty ;  but  how 
I  should  be  your  patient  to  follow  your  prescrip- 
tions, the  wise  may  make  some  dram  of  a  scruple, 
or,  indeed,  a  scruple  itself. 

Ch.Just,  I  sent  for  you,  when  there  were  matters 
a^inst  you  for  your  life,  to  come  speak  with  me. 

FaL  As  I  was  then  advised  by  my  learned  coun- 
sel in  the  laws  of  this  land-service,  I  did  not  come.. 

Ch.  Jttst.  Well,  the  truth  is,  Sir  John,  you  live 
in  great  infamy. 

FaL  He  that  buckles  him  in  my  belt,  cannot  live 
in  less. 

Ch.  Just\  Your  means  are  very  slender,  and  your 
waste  is  great. 

FaL  I-  would  it  were  otherwise;  I  would  my 
means  were  greater,  and  my  waist  slenderer. 

Ch.  Just.  You  have  misled  the  youthful  prince. 

FaL  The  young  prince  hath  misled  me:  I  am 
the  fellow  with  the  great  belly,  and  he  my  dog. 

Ch.Just.  Well,  I  am  loath  to  gall  a  new-h^ed 
wound;  your  day's  service  at  Shrewsbury  hath  a 
little  gilded  over  your  night's  exploit  on  Gad's-hill: 
you  may  thank  the  unquiet  time  for  your  quiet  o'er- 
posting  that  action. 

FaL  My  lord? 

Ch.  Just.  But  since  all  is  well,  keep  it  so :  wake 
not  a  sleeping  wolf. 

FaL  To  wake  a  wolf,  is  as  bad  as  to  smell  a  fox. 

CA.  Just.  What !  you  are  as  a  candle,  the  better 
part  burnt  out. 

FaL  A  wassel  ^*  candle,  my  lord ;  all  tallow :  if 

'^  A  wassel  candle  is  a  large  candle  lighted  up  at  a  feast. 
There  is  a  poor  quibble  upon  the  word  wax,  which  signifies  in- 
crease as  well  as  the  matter  of  the  honeycomb.    We  hare  the 
^ame  quibble  in  Love's  Labour's  Lost,  Act  v.  8c.  2 : — 
'  That  was  the  way  to  make  his  godhead  wa9*  , 
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I  did  say  of  wax,  my  growth  would  approve  the 
truth. 

Ch,  Jmt,  There  is  not  a  white  hair  on  your  face, 
but  should  have  his  effect  of  gravity. 

Fai.  His  effect  of  gravy,  gravy,  gravy. 

Cb.Just,  You  follow  the  young  prince  up  and 
down,  like  his  ill  angel. 

Fal.  Not  so,  my  lord;  your  ill  angeP^  is  light; 
but,  I  hope,  he  that  looks  upon  nae,  will  take  me 
without  weighing:  and  yet,  in  some  respects,  I 
grant,  I  cannot  go,  I  cannot  tell  ^'' :  Virtue  is  of  so 
little  regard  in  these  coster^monger  times  ^^,  that 
true  valour  b  turned  bear-herd:  Pregnancy ^^  is 
made  a  tapster,  and  hath  his  quick  wit  wasted  in 
giving  reckonings :  all  the  other  gifts  appertinent  to 
man,  as  the  malice  of  this  age  shapes  them,  are  not 
worth  a  gooseberry.  You,  that  are  old,  consider 
not  the  capacities  of  us  that  are  young :  you  mea- 
sure the  heat  of  our  livers  with  the  bitterness  of 
your  galls :  and  we  that  are  in  the  vaward  of  our 
youth,  I  must  confer,  are  wags  too. 

Ch^Just,  Do  you  set  down  your  name  in  the 
icndl  of  youth,  that  are  written  down  old  with  all 

>^  '  As  light  as  a  dipt  angel*  is  a  comparison  freqnent  in  the 
old  comedies.     So  in  Ram  Alley,  or  Merry  Tricks,  1611 : — 

* The  law  speaks  profit,  does  it  not  ? — 

Faith,  some  had  angels  haont  as  now  and  then.' 
17  /  cannot  tell,  Johnson  explains,  *  I  cannot  be  taken  in  a  reck- 
oning, I  cannot  pass  current.'  Mr.  Gifford  objects  to  this 
explanation,  and  says  that  it  merely  means  '  I  cannot  tell  what 
to  think  of  it.'  The  phrase,  with  that  signification,  was  certainly 
common  (says  Mr.  Boswell) ;  but  as  it  will  also  bear  the  sense 
Which  Dr.  Johnson  assigned  to  it,  his  interpretation  appears  to 
me  to  snit  the  context  better.     Let  the  reader  judge. 

'•  Coster-monger  times  are  petty  peddling  times;  when  the  pre- 
valence of  trade  has  produced  that  meanness  that  rates  the  merit 
of  every  thing  by  money. 

*®  Pregnancy  is  readiness.    So  in  Hamlet : — 
<  How  pregnant  his  replies  are.' 
A  A2 
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the  characters  of  age?  Have  you  not  a  moist  eye? 
a  dry  hand?  a  yellow ^heek?  a  white  beard?  a  de- 
creasing leg?  an  increasing  belly  ?  Is  not  your  voice 
broken  ?  your  wind  short  ?  your  chin  double  ?  your 
wit  single  ^^?  and  every  part  about  you  blasted 
with  antiquity?  and  will  you  yet  call  yourself 
young  ?  Fye,  fye,  fye.  Sir  John !  ^ 

FaL  My  lo^d,  I  was  bom  about  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  white  head,  and  some- 
thing a  round  belly.  For  my  voice, — I  have  lost  it 
with  hollaing,  and  singing  of  anthems.  To  approve 
my  youth  further,  I  will  not:  the  truth  is,  I  am 
only  old  in  judgment  and^  understanding :  and  he 
that  will  caper  with  me  for  a  thousand  marks,  let 
him  lend  me  the  money,  and  have  at  him.  For  the 
box  o'the  ear  that  the  prince  gave  you, — ^he  gave  it 
like  a  rude  prince,  and  you  took  it  like  a  sensible 
lord.  I  have  checked  him  for  it;  and  the  young 
lion  repents;  marry,  not  in  ashes,  and  sackcloth; 
but  in  new  silk  and  old  sack. 

CA.  Just.  Well,  heaven  send  the  prince  a  better 
companion ! 

Fal,  Heaven  send  the  companion  a  better  prince  I 
I  cannot  rid  my  hands  of  him. 

Ch.  Just,  Well,  the  king  hath  severed  you  and 
Prince  Harry:  I  hear,  you  are  going  with  lord 
John  of  Lancaster,  against  the  archbishop,  and  the 
earl  of  Northumberland. 

FaL  Yea ;  I  thank  your  pretty  sweet  ¥nt  for  it. 
But  look  you  pray,  all  you  that  kiss  my  lady  peace 
at  home,  that  our  armies  join  not  in  a  hot  day !  for, 
by  the  Lord,  I  take  but  two  shirts  out  with  me,  and 

^  Single  is  simpU,  silly.  How  much  has  been  written  about 
this  phrase,  and  to  how  little  purpose !  SistgU-mtted  and  autgie- 
souFd  were  common  epithets  with  our  ancestors,  to  designate 
simple  persons.    Vide  note  on  Romeo  and  Juliet,  Act  ii.  So.  4* 
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I  mean  not  to  sweat  extraordinarily :  if  it  be  a  hot 
day,  an  I  brandish  any  thing  but  my  bottle,  I  would 
I  might  never  spit  white  again.  There  is  not  a  dan- 
gerous action  can  peep  out  his  head,  but  I  am  thrust 
upon  it:  Well,  I  cannot  last  ever*^:  But  it  was 
always  yet  the  trick  of  our  English  nation,  if  they 
have  a  good  thing,  to  make  it  too  common.  If  you 
will  needs  say,  I  am  an  old  man,  you  should  give 
me  rest.  I  would  to  God,  my  name  were  not  so 
terrible  to  the  enemy  as  it  is.  I  were  better  to  be 
eaten  to  death  with  rust,  than  to  be  scoured  to  no- 
thing with  perpetual  motion. 

Ch,Just,  Well,  be  honest,  be  honest;  And  God 
bless  your  expedition ! 

FaL  Will  your  lordship  lend  me  a  thousand 
pound,  to  furnish  me  forth? 

Ch.Ju8t,  Not  a  penny,  not  a  penny;  you  are 
too  impatient  to  bear  crosses^.  Fare  you  well: 
Commend  me  to  my  cousin  Westmoreland. 

{Exeunt  Chief  Justice  and  Attendant. 

FaL  If  I  do,  fillip  me  with  a  three-man  beetle^. 
— A  man  can  no  more  separate  age  and  covetous- 
ness,  than  he  can  part  young  limbs  and  lechery: 
but  the  gout  galls  the  one,  and  the  pox  pinches  the 

^  The  rest  of  this  speech,  which  is  not  in  the  folio,  is  restored 
from  the  qaarto  copy. 

^  A  quibble  is  here  intended  between  crosses,  contraryings, 
and  the  sort  of  money  so  called.  In  As  Yon  like  It  we  have  it 
again: — 

'  If  I  should  bear  you,  I  shoold  bear  no  cross.' 

^  This  alludes  to  a  common  but  cruel  diversion  of  boys,  called 
fittipmg  the  toad.  They  lay  a  board,  two  or  three  feet  long,  at 
right  angles,  over  a  transverse  piece,  two  or  three  inches  thick; 
then  placing  the  toad  at  one  end  of  the  board,  the  other  end  is 
struck  by  a  bat  or  large  stick,  which  throws  the  poor  toad  forty 
or  fifty  feet  perpendicular  from  the  earth ;  and  the  fall  generally 
kills  it  A  three^man  beetle  is  a  heavy  beetle,  with  three  handles^ 
nsed  in  driving  piles,  &c. 
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.  other;  and  so  botii  tlie  degrees  prerent^  my  cvnes. 
—Boy! 

Page.  Sir? 

Fal.  Wln^  money  is  in  my  purse  ? 

Page.  Seven  groats  and  two-pence« 

Fal.  I  can  get  no  remedy  against  this  conswnp- 
lion  of  the  purse:  borrowing  only  lingers  and  ling^s 
it  out,  but  tbe  disease  is  incurable. — Go  bear  dus 
letter  to  my  lord  of  Lancaster;  this  to  tbe  prince; 
tins  to  the  earl  of  Westmoreland;  and  this  to  old 
mistress  Ursula,  whom  I  have  weekly  sworn  to 
marry  since  I  perceived  the  first  white  hair  on  my 
chin :  About  it;  you  know  where  to  find  me.  [Exit 
Page.]  A  pox  of  this  gout !  or,  a  gout  of  this  pox  I 
for  the  one,  or  the  other,  plays  the  rogue  with  my 
great  toe.  It  is  no  matter,  if  I  do. halt;  I  have  the 
wars  for  my  colour,  and  my  pension  shsdl  seem  die 
more  reasonable :  A  good  wit  will  make  use  of  any 
thing;  I  will  turn  diseases  to  commodity^.   [ExU. 

SCENE  III. 

York.     A  Room  in  the  Archbishop's, Po/occ. 

Enter  the  Archbishop  of  Yoiic,  the  Lords  Hast- 
ings, Mowbray,  and  Bardolph. 

Arch.  Thus  have  you  heard  our  cause,  and  known 
Qur  means ; 
And,  my  most  noble  friends,  I  pray  you  all. 
Speak  plainly  your  opmions  of  our  hopes : — 
And  first,  lord  marshal,  what  say  you  to  it  ? 

^  To  prevent  is  to  anticipate. 

'  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night  watches.'— P«.  cxix. 
One  of  oar  old  translators  renders  the  '  Noctem  qnae  instabtt 
interpnecapere ;  to  prevent  the  night  that  was  at  hand.' 

^  Commodity  is  proJU,  interest.  Vide  note  on  King  John,  Act  ii. 
Sc.2,  p.366. 
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Mawb,  I  well  allow  the  occasion  of  our  arms ; 
But  gladly  would  be  better  satisfied. 
How,  in  our  means,  we  should  advance  ourselves 
To  look  with  forehead  bold  and  big  enough 
Upon  the  power  and  puissance  of  the  king. 

Host.  Our  present  musters  grow  upon  the  file 
To  five  and  twenty  thousand  men  of  choice ; 
And  our  supplies  live  largely  in  the  hope 
Of  great  Northumberland,  whose  bosom  bums 
WiUi  an  incensed  fire  of  injuries. 

Bard.  The  question  then,  Lord  Hastings,  standeth 
thus: — 
Whether  our  present  five  and  twenty  thousand 
May  hold  up  head  without  Northumberland. 

Htut,  With  him,  we  may. 

Bard.  Ay,  marry,  there's  the  poipt: 

But  if  without  him  we  be  thought  too  feeble. 
My  judgment  is,  we  should  not  step  too  far 
Till  we  had  his  assistance  by  the  hand : 
For,  in  a  theme  so  bloody-fac'd  as  this. 
Conjecture,  expectation,  and  surmise 
Of  aids  uncertain,  should  not  be  admitted. 

Arch.  Tis  very  true.  Lord  Bardolph ;  for,  indeed. 
It  was  young  Hotspur's  case  at  Shrewsbury. 

Bard.  It  was,  my  lord ;  who  lin'd  himself  with  hope^ 
Eating  the  air  on  promise  of  supply. 
Flattering  himself  with  project  of  a  power 
Much  smaller  than  the  smallest  of  bis  thoughts  ^ : 
And  so,  with  great  imagination. 
Proper  to  madmen,  led  his  powers  to  death. 
And,  winking,  leap'd  into  destruction. 

Hast.  But,  by  your  leave,  it  never  yet  did  hurt. 
To  lay  down  Ukelihoods,  and  forms  of  hope. 

Bard.  Yes,  in  this  present  quality  of  war; — 

*  That  is,  which  htrned  out  to  be  much  smaller  thast,  &o. 
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Indeed  the  instant  action  ^^  (a  caiise  on  foot). 

Lives  so  in  hope,  as  in  an  early  sjuring 

We  itoe  the  a^^pearing  buds ;  which,  to  prove  fruit, 

Hope  gives  not  so  much  warrant,  as  despair. 

That  frosts  will  bite  them.  When  we  mean  to  build, 

We  first  survey  the  plot,  then  draw  the  model ; 

And  when  we  see  tlu^  figure  of  the  house. 

Then  inust  we  rate  the  cost  of  the  erection : 

Which  if  we  find  outweighs  ability. 

What  do  we  then,  but  draw  anew  the  model 

In  fewer  offices ;  or,  at  least,  desist 

To  build  at  all  ?  Much  more,  in  this  great  work 

(Which  is,  almost,  to  pluck  a  kingdom  down. 

And  set  anothier  up),  should  we  survey 

The  plot  of  situation,  and  the  model ; 

Consent'  upon  a  sure  foundation ; 

Question  surveyors;  know  our  own  estate. 

How  able  such  a  work  to  undergo. 

To  weigh  against  his  opposite ;  or  else. 

We  fortify  i^  paper,  and  in  figures. 

Using  the  names  of  men  instead  of  men : 

Like  one,  that  draws  the  model  of  a  house 

3eyond  his  power  to  build  it ;  who,  half  through, 

'  The  first  twenty  lines  of  this  speech  were  first  inserted  in 
the  folio,  1623.  This  passage  has  perplexed  the  editors.  The 
old  copies  read : — 

*  Yes,  if  this  present  qnality  of  w4r, 
Indeed  the  instant  action :  a  canse  on  foot, 
Liyes  so  in  hope :  As  in/  &c. ' 

It  has  heen  proposed  to  read  :•— 

*  Yes,  if  this  present  qnality  of  war ; — 
Induced  the  instant  action :  a  cause  on  foot 
liyes  so  in  hope,  as  in/  &c. 

The  reading  adopted  hy  Steerens  and  Malone,  fVom  Johnson's 
snggestioo,  is  that  which  1  hare  giren ;  it  affords  a  clear  tense, 
and  agrees  with  the  whole  tenor  of  Bardolph's  argument;  at  the 
same  time  little  violence  is  done  to  the  text,  two  letters  oolj 
being  changed. 
*  Agree* 
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Gives  o'er^  and  leaves  his  part-cteated  cost 
A  naked  subject  to  the  weepmg  clouds^ 
And  waste  for  churlish  winter's  tyranny. 

Hast.  Grant,  that  our  hopes  (yetlikely  of  fairbirth). 
Should  be  still-bom,  and  that  we  now  possess'd 
The  utmost  man  of  expectatioo; 
I  think,  we  are  a  body  strong  enough, 
Even  as  we  are,  to  equal  widi  the  king. 

BarcL  What!  is  the  king  but  five  and  twenty 
thousand  ? 

Hatt,  To  us,  no  more ;  nay,  not  so  much.  Lord 
Bardolph. 
For  his  divisions,  as  the  times  do  brawl. 
Are  in  tiiree  beads :  one  power  against  the  French  ^ 
And  one  against  Glendower ;  perforce,  a  third 
Must  take  up  us :  So  is  the  uii^rm  king 
In  three  divided;  and  his  coffers  sound 
With  hollow  poverty  and  emptiness. 

Arch.  That  he  should  draw  his  several  strengths 
together. 
And  come  against  us  in  full  pnissanoe. 
Need  not  be  dreaded. 

Htut.  If  he  should  do  so, 

He  leaves  his  back  unarm'd,  ^be  Frendi  and  Welsh 
Baying  him  at  the  heels :  never  fear  that. 

Bard.  Who,  is  it  like,  should  lead  his  forces  hither  ? 

Hast,  The  duke  of  Lancaster^,  and  Westmoreluid : 

*  Daring  this  rebellion  of  Northomberland  and  the  Archbishop 
a  French  army  of  twelve  thousand  men  landed  at  Milford  Haven 
in  aid  of  Owen  Glendower.    See  Holinshed,  p.  631. 

*  This  is  an  anachronism.  Prince  John  of  Lancaster  was  not 
created  a  dnke  till  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  his  brother, 
Kii^  Henrj  V.  At  this  time  Prince  Henry  was  actually  duke 
of  Lancaster.  Shakspeare  was  misled  by  Stowe,  who,  speaking 
of  the  first  parliament  of  King  Henry  IV.  says,  '  Then  the  king 
rose,  and  made  hit  eldest  sonne  prince  of  Wales,  &c. ;  his  second 
«NMe  was  there  made  dnke  of  Lancaster.'  Annates,  1631. — 
He  seems  to  have  consulted  Stowe  (p.  323)  between  the  times 
of  finishing  the  last  play  and  beginning  of  the  present. 
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Against  the  Wekh,  himself,  and  Harry  Monmouth: 
But  who  is  substituted  'gainst  the  French, 
I  have  no  certain  notice. 

Arch,  Letuson^; 

And  publish  the  occasion  of  our  arms. 
The  commonwealth  b  sick  of  their  own  choice. 
Their  over  greedy  love  hath  surfeited : — 
An  habitation  giddy  and  unsure 
Hath  he,  that  buildeth  on  the  vulgar  heart 
O  thou  f6nd  many^  I  with  what  loud  applause 
Didst  thou  beat  heaven  with  blessing  Bolingbroke, 
Before  he  was  what  thou  would'st  have  him  be  ? 
And  being  now  trimm'd^  in  thine  own  desires, 
Hiou,  beastly  feeder,  art  so  full  of  him. 
That  thou  provok'st  thyself  to  cast  him  up. 
So,  so,  thou  common  dog,  didst  thou  disgorge 
Thy  glutton  bosom  of  the  royal  Richard; 
And  now  thou  would'st  eat  thy  dead  vomit  up. 
And  howl'st  to  find  it.  What  trust  is  in  these  times  ? 
They  that,  when  Richard  liv'd,  would  have  him  die, 
Are  now  become  enamour'd  on  his  grave : 
Thou,  that  threw'st  dust  upon  his  goodly  head. 
When  through  proud  London  he  came  sighing  on 
After  the  admired  heels  of  Bolingbroke, 
Cry 'st  now,  O  earth,  yield  ns  that  king  again. 
And  take  thou  this!  O  thoughts  of  men  accurst! 
Past,  and  to  come,  seem  best;  things  present,  worst 

Mowb,  Shall  we  go  draw  our  numbers,  and  set  on  ? 

Hast.  We  are  time's  subjects,  and  time  bids  be 
gone.  [Exemt^ 

'  This  speech  first  appeared  in  the  folio. 
7  Many  or  meyny ;  from  the  French  mesme,  a  muitiimie,   J^rj- 
den  uses  the  word : — 

*  The  many  rend  the  skies  with  loud  applause.' 
^  Dressed. 
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ACT  II. 

SCENE  I.     London.    A  Street. 

Enter  Hostess ;  Fang,  and  his  Boy,  with  her;  and 
Snare  following. 

Host,  Master  Fang,  have  you  entered  the  action  ? 
«  Fang.  It  is  entered. 

Host.  Where  is  your  yeoman  ^  ?  Is  it  a  lusty  yeo- 
man? will  a'  stand  to't? 

Fang,  Sirrah,  where's  Snare  ? 

Host.  O  lord,  ay :  good  master  Snare. 

Snare.  Here,  here. 

Fang.  Snare,  we  must  arrest  Sir  John  Falstaff. 

Host.  Yea,,  good  master  Snare ;  I  have  entered 
him  and  all. 

Snare*  It  may  chance  cost  some  of  us  our  lives, 
for  he  will  stab. 

Host,  Alas  the  day !  take  heed  of  him ;  he  stab- 
bed me  in  mine  own  house,  and  that  most  beastly : 
in  good  faith,  a'  cares  not  what  mischief  he  doth,  if 
his  weapon  be  out:  he  will  foin^  like  any  devil;  he 
will  spare  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child. 

Fang.  If  I  can  close  widi  him,  I  care  not  for  his 
thrust. 

Host.  No,  nor  I  neither :  111  be  at  your  elbow. 

Fang.  An  I  but  fist  him  once ;  an  a'  come  but 
within  my  vice'; — 

Host.  I  am  undone  by  his  going;  I  warrant « you, 
he's  an  infinitive  thing  upon  my  score : — Good  mas- 

*  A  bailiff's  follower  was  formerij  called  a  Serjeant's  yeoman., 

*  Thnut. 

'  The  qaarto  reads  view.     Vice  is  used  for  grasp  or  clntck. 
The  jb#  is  Tulgarly  called  the  vice  in  the  west  of  England. 
VOL.  V.  B  B 
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ter  Fang,  hold  him  sure; — good  master  Snare,  let 
him  not  'scape.  He  comes  continually  to  Pie- 
comer  (saving  your  manhoods),  to  buy  a  saddle; 
and  he's  indited  to  dinner  to  the  lubbar's  head  in 
Lumbert-street,  to  master  Smooth's  the  silkman :  I 
pray  ye,  since  my  exion  is  entered,  and  my  case  so 
openly  known  to  the  world,  let  him  be  brought  in 
to  his  answer.  A  hundred  mark  is  a  long  loan^ 
for  a  poor  lone  woman  to  bear :  and  I  haye  borne, 
and  borne,  and  borne;  and  haye  been  fubbed  off, 
and  fubbed  off,  and  fubbed  off,  from  this  day  to 
that  day,  that  it  is  a  shame  to  be  thought  on.  There 
is  no  honesty  in  such  dealing;  unless  a  woman 
should  be  made  an  ass,  and  a,  beast,  to  bear  eyery 
knaye's  wrong. 

Enter  Sir  John  Falstafp,  Page,  and 
Bardolph. 

Yonder  he  comes;  and  that  ai^rant  malmsey-nose 
knave,  Bardolph,  with  him.  Do  your  offices,  do 
your  offices,  master  Fang,  and  master  Snare;  do 
me,  do  me,  do  me  your  offices. 

FaL  How  now  ?  whose  mare's  dead  ?  what's  the 
matter? 

Fang.  Sir  John,  I  arrest  you  at  the  suit  of  Mis- 
tress Quickly. 

Fal,  Away,  varlets! — Draw,  Bardolph;  cut  me 
off  the  villain's  head ;  throw  the  quean  in  the  chan- 
nel. 

Host.  Throw  me  in  the  channel?  I'll  throw  thee 
in  the  channel.  Wilt  thou  ?  wilt  thou  ?  thou  bas- 
tardly rogue! — Murder,  murder!    O  thou  honey- 

*  The  old  oopiea  read  *  long  oim;*  which  Theobald  supposed 
was  a  comiptioii  of  fene,  or  loan,  Mr.  Donee  thinks  the  altera- 
tion nnnecessarj ;  and  that  the  hostess  means  to  saj  that  a  hun- 
dred mari  is  a  long  score,  or  ttcibotttn^  for  her  to  bear. 
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suckle^  Tillain!  wilt  thoo  kill  God's  officers,  and 
the  king's?  O  thou  honey-seed^  rogue  I  thou  art  a 
honey-seed;  a  man-queller^,  snd  a  woman-queller. 

Fal,  Keep  tiiem  off,  Bardolph. 

Fang.  A  rescue !  a  rescue ! 

Host.  Good  people,  bring  a  rescue  or  two. — 
Thou  wo't,  wo't  thou  ?  tiiou  wo't,  wo't  thou  ?  do, 
do,  thou  rogue !  do,  thou  hemp-seed ! 

FaL  Away,  you  scullion  I  you  rampaliian !  you 
fustilarian !  I'll  tickle  your  catastrophe. 

Enter  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  attended. 

Ch.Just.  What's  the  matter?  keep  the  peace 
here,  ho ! 

Host.  Good  my  lord,  be  good  to  me !  I  beseech 
you,  stand  to  me ! 

Ch.  Just.   How  now.  Sir  John  ?  what,  are  you 
brawling  here  ? 
Doth  this  become  your  place,  your  time,  and  busi- 
ness? 
You  should  have  been  well  on  your  way  to  York. — 
Stand  from  him,  fellow ;  wherefore  hang'st  thou  on 
him? 

Host.  O  my  most  worshipful  lord,  an't  please 
your  grace,  I  am  a  poor  widow  of  Eastcheap,  and 
he  b  arrested  at  my  suit. 

Ch.  Just.  For  what  sum  ? 

Host.  It  is  more  than  for  some,  my  lord :  it  is  for 
all,  all  I  have :  he  hath  eaten  me  out  of  house  and 
home ;  he  hath  put  all  my  substance  into  that  fat 
belly  of  his : — ^but  I  will  have  some  of  it  out  again, 
or  I'll  ride  thee  o'nights,  like  die  mare. 

Fa/.  I  think  I  am  as  like  to  ride  the  inare,  if  I 
have  any  vantage  of  ground  to  get  up. 

*  It  is  scarce  necessary  to  remark  that  honeysttckk  Bxsdhoney^ 
9Md  are  ]>ame  Quickly's  corruptions  of  honaadtd  and  homicide, 

«  To  quell  was  anciently  nsed  for  to  hiU.  *  A  manquetlery  a 
mojulaifer,  or  murderer;  komidda,' — Junimi*3 Nomendator, 1 5S5. 
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Ch.Jugt,  How  comes  this.  Sir  John  ?  Fye !  what 
man  of  good  temper  would  endure  this  tempest  of 
exclamation?  Are  you  not  ashamed  to  enforce  a 
poor  widow  to  so  rough  a  course  to  come  by  her 
own? 

FaL  What  is  the  gross  sum  that  I  owe  thee  ? 

Host.  Marry,  if  thou  wert  an  honest  man,  thyself, 
and  the -money  too.  Thou  didst  swear  to  me  upon 
a  parcel-gilt^  goblet,  sitting  in  my  Dolphin-chamber, 
at  the  round  table,  by  a  sea-coal  fire,  upon  Wednes- 
day in  Wheeson-week®,  when  the  prince  broke  thy 
head  for  liking  his  father^  to  a  singing-man  of 
Windsor;  thou  didst  swear  to  me  then,  as  I  was 
washing  thy  wound,  to  marry  me,  and  make  me 
my  lady  thy  wife.  Canst  thou  deny  it?  Did  not 
goodwife  Keech,  the  butcher's  wife,  come  in  then, 
and  call  me  gossip  Quickly  ?  coming  in  to  borrow 
a  mess  of  vinegar ;  telling  us,  she  had  a  good  dish 
of  prawns ;  whereby  thou  didst  desire  to  eat  some; 
whereby  I  told  thee,  they  were  ill  for  a  green  wound? 
And  didst  thou  not,  when  she  was  gone  down  stairs, 
desire  me  to  be  no  more  so  familiarity  with  such 
poor  people ;  saying  that  ere  long  they  should  call 
me  madam  ?  And  didst  thou  not  kiss  me,  and  bid 
me  fetch  thee  thirty  shillings  ?  I  put  thee  now  to 
thy  book-oath ;  deny  it  if  thou  canst. 

Fal,  My  lord,  this  is  a  poor  mad  soul ;  and  she 
says,  up  and  down  the  town,  that  her  eldest  son  is 
like  you:  she  hath  been  in  good  case,  and,  the 
truth  is,  poverty  hath  distradted  her.    But  for  these 

7  Parcel-giU  is  partly  gilt,  or  gilt  only  in  parts.  Laneham,  ia 
his  Letter  from  Kenil worth,  describing  fa  bride-cnp,  says,  *  It 
was  formed  of  a  sweet  socket  barrel,  a  faire  tnrn'd  foot  set  to  it, 
all  seemly  be-sylyered  and  parcel  gUt,*  The  expression  is  too 
common  in  old  writers  to  need  fnrUier  illustration. 

*  The  folio  reads  WhUsun-^oeds :  bat  the  corraption  ia  in  the 
hostess's  manner. 

*  The  folio  baa  '  for  Ukemng  ftw  to/  &c. 
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foolish  officers,  I  beseech  you,  I  may  haye  redress 
against  them. 

Ch.  Jm^*  Sir  John,  Sir  John,  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  your  manner  of  wrenching  the  true  cause  the 
false  way.  It  is  not  a  confident  brow,  nor  tiie 
throng  of  words  that  come  with  sudi  more  than 
impudent  sauciness  from  you,  can  thrust  me  from  a 
lein^  c<msideration :  you  have,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
practised  upon  the  easy-yielding  spirit  of  this  wo- 
man, and  made  her  serve  your  uses  both  in  purse 
and  person. 

Hast.  Yea,  in  troth,  my  lord. 

Ch.  Jwt.  'Pr'ythee,  peace : — Pay  her  the  debt 
you  owe  her,  and  unpay  the  vilkmy  you  have  done 
with  her;  the  one  you  may  do  with  sterling  money, 
and  the  oth^  with  current  repentance. 

FaL  My  Icnxl,  I  will  not  undergo  this  sneap^^ 
without  r^ly.  You  call  honourable  boldness,  im- 
pudent sauciness :  if  a  man  will  make  court'sy,  and 
say  nothing,  he  is  virtuous:  No,  my  lord,  my 
humble  duty  remembered,  I  will  not  be  your  suitor ; 
I  say  to  you,  I  do  desire  deliverance  from  these 
officers,  being  upon  hasty  employment  in  the  king's 
affairs. 

Ck.  Just.  You  speak  as  having  power  to  do 
wrong :  but  aiiswer  in  the  effect  of  your  reputation  ^^ , 
and  satisfy  the  poor  woman. 

Fal.  C3ome  hither,  hostess.       {Taking  her  aside. 

*®  Sneap  is  reproofs  rehuke.    Thus  in  Brome's  Antipodes : — 
'  Do  you  snetqt  me,  my  lord  V 
And  again : —        . 

' No  need  to  come  hither  to  be  snMpdJ 

* even  as  now  I  was  not, 

When  yon  9neap*d  me,  my  lord.' 
Snip,  snib,  sneb,  and  snnb,  are  different  forms  of  the  same  word. 
To  sneap  was  originally  to  check  or  pinch  by  frost.     Shakspeare 
has  sneapmg  frost  and  sneapmg  winds  in  other  places. 
''  Suitably  to  yonr  character. 

B  B  2 


,y  Google 


282  SECOND  PART  OF  ACT  II. 

Enter  Gower« 

Ch,  Just,  Now,  master  Gower;  What  news? 

Crotr.The  king,  my  lord,  and  Harry  prince  of  Wales 
^re  near  at  hand :  the  rest  die  paper  tells. 

FaL  As  I  am  a  gentleman: 

Host.  Nay,  you  said  so  before. 

FaL  As  I  am  a  gentleman; Come,  no  more 

words  of  it. 

Host.  By  this  heayenly  ground  I  tread  on,  I  must 
be  fain  to  pawn  both  my  plate,  and  the  tapestry  of 
my  dining-chambers. 

Fal.  Glasses,  glasses,  is  the  only  drinking :  and 
for  thy  walls, — ^a  pretty  slight  drollery,  or  the  story 
of  the  prodigal,  or  the  German  hunting  in  water- 
work^^,  is  worth  a  diousand  of  these  bed>hangings, 
and  these  fly-bitten  tapestries.  Let  it  be  ten  poun^, 
if  thou  canst.  Come,  and  it  were  not  for  diy  hu- 
mours, there  is  not  a  better  wench  in  England.  Gro 
wash  thy  face,  and  'draw  ^  thy  action :  Come,  diou 
must  not  be  in  this  humour  widi  me  ?  dost  not  know 
me  ?  Come,  come,  I  know  thou  wast  set  on  to  this  ? 

Host.  'Pray  thee.  Sir  John,  let  it  be  but  twenty 
nobles ;  i'faith  I  am  loath  to  paw^  my  plate,  in  good 
earnest,  la. 

Fal.  Let  it  alone;  Til  make  other  shift :  you'll  be 
a  fool  still. 

Host.  Well,  you  shall  have  it,  though  I  pawn  my 
gown.  I  hope  you'll  come  to  supper;  youll  pay 
me  all  together. 

13  Water  worh  is  water  colour  j>amlni^«  or  hangings.  The 
painted  cloth  was  generally  oil  colour ;  hnt  a  cheaper  sort,  pro- 
bably resembling  in  their  execntion  some  modem  paper-hang- 
ings, was  brought  from  Holland  or  Grermany,  executed  in  water 
colour,  or  distemper.  The  German  hunting,  or  wild  boar  hunt, 
would  conseqnendy  be  a  preralent  subject. 

»»  Withdraw. 
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Fal.  Wm  I  live?— Go,  with  her,  with  her;  [To 
Bardolph.]  hook  on,  hook  on. 

Hott.  Will  you  have  Doll  Tear-sheet  meet  you 
at  supper  ? 

FaL  No  more  words ;  let's  have  her. 

[Exemt  Hostess,  Bardolph,  Officers^ 
and  Page. 

Ch,  Just.  I  have  heard  better  news. 

FaL  Whafs  the  news,  my  good  lord  ? 

Ch.Jugt.  Where  lay  the  king  la3t  night? 

Gaw,  At  Basingstoke,  my  lord. 

FaL  I  hope,  my  lord,  all's  well :  Whaf  s  the  news, 
my  lord  ? 

Ch.  Just.  Come  all  his  forces  back  ? 

Croto.  No ;  fifteen  hundred  foot,  five  hundred  horse, 
Are  march'd  up  to  my  lord  of  Lancaster, 
Against  Northumberland,  and  the  ardibishop. 

Fal.  Comes  the  king  back  from  Wales,  my  noble 
lord? 

Ch.  Just.  You  shall  have  letters  of  me  presently : 
"Come,  go  along  widi  iqe,  good  master  Gower. 

FaL  My  lord! 

Ch.  Just.  What's  the  matter? 

FaL  Master  Gower,  shall  I  entreat  you  with  me 
to  dinner? 

Gow.  I  must  wait  upon  my  good  lord  here :  I 
thank  you,  good  Sir  Johp. 

Ch.  Just.  Sir  John,  you  loiter  here  too  long,  being 
you  are  to  take  soldiers  up  in  counties  as  you  go. 

FaL  Will  you  sup  with  me,  master  Gower  ? 

Ch.  Just.  What  foolish  master  taught  you  these 
manners.  Sir  John  ? 

Fal.  Master  Gower,  if  they  become  me  not,  he 
was  a  fool  that  taught  them  me. — ^This  is  the  right 
fencing  grace,  my  lord ;  tap  for  tap,  and  so  part  fair. 

Ch.  Just.  Now  the  lord  lighten  thee  1  thou  art  a 
great  fool.  [Exeunt. 
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SCENE  II.     The  same.    Another  Street. 

Enter  Prince  Henry  and  Poins. 

P.  Hen.  Trust  me,  I  am  exceeding  weary. 

Poins.  Is  it  come  to  that?  I  had  thought,  weari- 
ness durst  not  have  attached  one  of  so  high  blood. 

P.  Hen.  Taith,  it  does  me ;  though  it  discolours 
the  complexion  of  my  greatness  to  acknowledge  it. 
'Doth  it  not  show  vilely  in  me  to  desire  small  beer  ? 

Poins.  Why,  a  prince  should  not  be  so  loosely 
studied,  as  to  remember  so  weak  a  composition. 

P.  Hen.  Belike  then,  my  appetite  was  not  princely 
got;  for,  by  my  troth,  I  do  now  remember  the  poor 
creature,  small  beer.  But,  indeed,  these  humble 
considerations  make  me  out  of  love  with  my  great- 
ness. Wfiat  a  disgrace  is  it  to  me,  to  remember  thy 
name  ?  or  to  know  thy  face  to-morrow  ?  or  to  take 
note  how  many  pair  of  silk  stockings  thou  hast;  viz. 
these  and  those  that  were  the  peach-colour'd  ones  ? 
or  to  bear  the  inventory  of  thy  shirts ;  as,  one  for 
superfluity,  and  one  other  for  use? — but  that  the 
tennis-court-keeper  knows  better  than  I ;  for  it  is  a 
low  ebb  of  linen  with  thee,  when  diou  keepest  not 
racket  there ;  as  thou  hast  not  done  a  great  while, 
because  the  rest  of  thy  low-countries  have  made  a 
shift  to  eat  up  thy  hoUand :  and  God  knows,  whether 
those  that  bawl  out  the  ruins  of  thy  linen  ^,  shall  in- 
herit his  kingdom  :  but  the  midwives  say,  the  chil- 
dren are  not  in  the  fault;  whereupon  the  world  in- 
creases, and  kindreds  are  mightily  strengthened. 

Poins.  How  ill  it  follows,  after  you  have  laboured 
so  hard,  you  should  talk  so  idiely  ?  Tell  me,  how  many 
good  young  princes  would  do  so,  their  fadiers  being 
so  sick  as  yours  at  this  time  is  ? 

*  His  hastard  chUdren,  wrapt  tip  in  his  old  shirts.  The  ellipsis 
out  for  out  off  Steevens  says,  is  sometimes  used. 
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P.  Hm.  Shall  I  tell  thee  one  thing,  Poins  ? 

Poin»,  Yes ;  and  let  it  be  an  excellent  good  tl^ng. 

P.  Hen.  It  shall  senre  among  wits  of  no  higher 
breeding  than  thine. 

Poins.  Go  to ;  I  stand  the  push  of  your  one  thing 
that  you  will  tell. 

P.  Hen.  Why,  I  tell  thee,^ — it  is  not  meet  that  I 
should  be  sad,  now  my  father  is  sick :  albeit  I  could 
tell  to  thee  (as  to  one  it  pleases  me,  for  fault  of  a 
better,  to  call  my  friend),  I  could  be  sad,  and  sad 
indeed  too. 

Poins.  Very  hardly,  upon  such  a  subject. 

P.  Hen.  By  this  hand,  thou  think'st  me  as  far  in 
the  devil's  book,  as  thou,  and  Falstaff,  for  obduracy 
and  persistency  :  Let  the  end  try  the  man.  But  I 
tell  Uiee, — my  heart  bleeds  inwardly,  that  my  father 
is  so  sick :  and  keeping  such  vile  company  as  thou 
art, hath  in  reason  taken  from  me  all  ostentation^  of 
sorrow. 

Poins.  The  reason  ? 

P.  Hen.  What  would'st  th9u  think  of  me,  if  I 
should  weep  ? 

Poins.  I  would  think  thee  a  most  princely  hypo- 
crite. 

P.  Hen.  It  would  be  every  man's  thought :  and 
thou  art  a  blessed  fellow,  to  think  as  every  man 
thinks ;  never  a  man's  thoughts  in  the  world  keeps 
^e  road-way  better  than  thine :  every  man  would 
think  me  a  hypocrite  indeed.  And  what  accites 
your  most  worshipful  thought  to  think  so  ? 

Poins.  Why,  because  you  have  been  so  lewd,  and 
so  much  engraffed  to  Falstaff. 

P.  Hen.  And  to  thee. 

^  Oitentation  is  not  here  nsed  for  boastful  sliow,  bat  for  mere 
-tmtward  show : — 

*  Like  one  well  studied  in  a  sad  osterU 

To  please  his  grandam.' — Merchant  of  Venice. 
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Pains.  By  this  light,  I  am  well  spoken  of,  I  can 
he^  it  with  my  own  ears  :  the  worst  that  they  can 
say  of  me  is,  that  I  am  a  second  brother,  and  that  I 
am  a  proper  fellow  of  my  hands  ^ ;  and  those  two 
things,  I  confess,  I  cannot  help.  By  the  mass,  here 
comes  Bardolph. 

P.  Hen.  And  the  boy  that  I  gaye  Falstaff :  he 
had  him  from  me  christian ;  and  look,  if  the  fat 
yillain  have  not  transformed  him  ape. 

Enter  Bardolph  and  Page. 

Bard.  'Save  your  grace ! 

P.  Hen.  And  yours,  most  noble  Bardolph ! 

Bard.  Come,  you  virtuous  ass  [7b  the  Page}, 
you  bashful  fool,  mast  you  be  blushing?  wherefore 
blush  you  now?  What  a  maidenly  man  at  arms  are 
you  become !  Is  it  such  a  matter,  to  get  a  pottle- 
pot*s  maidenhead  ? 

Page.  He  called  me  even  now,  my  lord,  through 
a  red-lattice^,  and  I  could  discern  no  part  of  hb  face 
from  the  window :  at  last,  I  spied  his  eyes ;  and, 
methought,  he  had  made  two  holes  in  the  ale-wife's 
new  petticoat,  and  peeped  through. 

P.  Hen.  Hath  not  the  boy  profited  ? 

Bard.  Away, you  whdreson  upright  rablnt,  away! 

Page.  Away,  yon  rascally  Altiiea's  dream,  away ! 

P.  Hen.  Instruct  us,  boy :  What  dream,  boy? 

Page.  Maurry,  my  lord,  Althea  dreamed  she  was 

3  A  proper  feUow  ofimf  hands  is  the  same  as  a  taUfeUaiD  of  his 
hands,  which  has  been  already  explained  in  a  note  on  The  Meirj 
Wires  of  Windsor,  Act  i.  Sc.  4,  p.  202.  That  a  tall  or  a  proper 
fellow  w|is  sometimes  nsedin  an  eqniyocal  sense  for  a  thief,  Hheart 
can  be  no  doabt.  Cotgraye  has  a  prorerb,  *  Les  beaux  faommes 
an  gibet :  The  gibbet  makes  an  end  of  proper  men,*  A  striker  is 
one  of  its  meanings,  according  to  Cotgrare,  *  who  taking  Siproper 
joath  to  be  his  apprentice,  to  teach  him  the  order  of  strikimg  mad 
foisting.'— Grreene'«  Art  of  Cony  Catching. 

*  An  alehouse  window. 
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detivered  of  a  fire-brand ;  and  therefore  I  call  him 
her  dream. 

P.  Hen,  A  crown's  worth  of  good  interpretation. 
— ^There  it  is,  boy.  [Givei  him  money. 

Pdins.  O,  that  this  good  blossom  could  be  kept 
from  cankers !  — Well,  there  is  sixpence  to  preserve 
thee. 

Bard.  An  you  do  not  make  him  be  hanged  among 
you,  the  gallows  shall  have  wrong. 

P.  Hen.  And  how  doth  thy  master,  Bardolph  ? 

Bard.  Well,  my  lord.  He  heard  of  your  grace's 
coming  to  town ;  there's  a  letter  for  you. 

Poins.  Delivered  with  good  respect. — And  how 
doth  the  martlemas  ^,  your  master  ? 

Bard.  In  bodily  health,  sir. 

Poins.  Marry,  liie  immortal  part  needs  a  physi- 
cian :  but  that  moves  not  him ;  though  that  be  sick, 
it  dies  not. 

P.  Hen.  I  do  allow  this  wen^  to  be  as  familiar 
with  me  as  my  dog  :  and  he  holds  his  place ;  fpr, 
look  you,  how  he  writes. 

Pains.  [Reads.]  John  Falstaff,  knigkt, Every 

man  must  know  that,  as  oft  as  he  has  occasion  to 
nsune  himself.  Even  like  those  that  are  kin  to  the 
king ;  for  they  never  prick  their  finder,  but  they  say. 
There  is  some  of  the  hinges  blood  spilt :  How  comes 
that?  says  he,  that  takes  upon  him  not  to  conceive : 
the  answer  is  as  ready  as  a  borrower's '^  cap ;  lam 
the  king's  poor  cousin,  sir. 

^  Falstaff  is  before  called  thou  latter  spring,  alUhallown  sum- 
mer, and  Poins  now  calls  him  martlemasy  a  corraption  of  tnartinr' 
mas,  which  means  the  same  thing.  The  feast  of  St.  Martin 
being  considered  the  latter  end  of  autumn.  Este  de  St,  Martin 
is  a  French  proverb  for  a  late  summer.  It  means  therefore  an 
old  fellow  with  juTenile  passions. 

•  Swoln  excrescence. 

^  The  old  copy  reads  a  horrowed  cap.  The  emendation  is 
"Warburton's. 
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P.  Hen.  Nay,  they  will  be  kin  to  us,  or  they  will 
fetch  it  from  Japhet.     But  the  letter : — 

Poins.  Sir  John  Falstaff,  knigkt,  to  the  mm  of  the 
king,  nearest  his  father,  Harry,  Prince  of  Wales, 
greeting. — ^Why,  this  is  a  certificate. 

P.  Hen.  Peace ! 

Poins^  /  tDill  imitate  the  honourable  Roman  ^  in 
brevity: — he  sure  means  brevity  in  breath;  short- 
winded. — /  commend  me  to  thee,  I  commend  thee, 
and  I  leave  thee.  Be  not  too  familiar  with  Poins : 
for  he  misuses  thy  favours  so  much,  that  he  swears, 
thou  art  to  marry  his  sister  Nell.  Repent  at  idle 
times  as  thou  may^st,  and  so  farewell. 

Thine,  by  yea  and  no  (which  is  as 
much  as  to  say,  as  thou  usest  him). 
Jack  Falstaff,  with  my  familiars : 
John,  with  my  brothers  and  sisters; 
and  Sir  John,  with  all  Europe. 
My  lord,  I  will  steep  this  letter  in  sack,  and  make 
him  eat  it. 

P.  Hen.  That's  to  make  him  eat  twenty  of  his 
words.  But  do  you  use  me  thus,  Ned  ?  must  I  marry 
your  sister  ? 

Poins.  May  the  wench  have  no  worse  fortune! 
but  I  never  said  so. 

P.  Hen.  Well,  thus  we  play  the  fools  with  the 
time :  and  the  spirits  of  the  wise  sit  id  the  clouds, 
and  mock  us. — Is  your  master  here  in  London  ? 

Bard.  Yes,  my  lord. 

P.  Hen.  Where  sups  he?  doth  the  old  boar  feed 
in  the  old  frank  9? 

Bard.  At  the  old  plaoe,  my  lord ;  in  Eastcbei^. 

P.  Hen.  What  company  ? 

"  That  is  /tt/tti5  Citsar.  F^lstaff  allades  to  the  t>eiit,  viS,  vici, 
which  he  afterwards  quotes. 

'  A  sty,  a  place  to  fatten  a  boar  in. 
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Page,  Ephesians,  my  lord ;  of  the  old  charch  ^^. 

P.  Hen,  Sup  any  women  with  him  ? 

Page,  None,  my  lord,  but  old  mistress  Quickly, 
and  mistress  Doll  Tear-sheet 

P,  Hen.  What  pagan ^^  may  that  be? 

Page,  A  proper  gentlewoman,  sir,  and  a  kins- 
woman of  my  master's. 

P,  Hen,  Even  such  kin  as  the  parish  heifers  are 
to  the  town  bull.— Shall  we  steal  upon  them,  Ned, 
at  supper  ? 

Pains,  I  am  your  shadow,  my  lord ;  I'll  follow 
yon. 

P.  Hen,  Sirrah,  you  boy, — and  Bardolph ; — no 
word  to  your  master,  that  I  am  yet  come  to  town : 
There's  for  your  silence. 

Bard,  I  have  no  tongue,  sir. 

Page,  And  for  mine,  sir, — I  will  govern  it. 

P,  Hen,  Fare  ye  well;  go.  [Exeunt  Bardolph 
and  Page.] — This  Doll  Tear-sheet  should  be  some 
road. 

Poms,  I  warrant  you,  as  common  as  the  way  be- 
tween Saint  Albans  and  London. 

P.  Hen,  How  might  we  see  Falstaff  bestow  ^ 
himself  to-night  in  his  true  colours,  and  not  our- 
selves be  seen  ? 

'^  A  cant  phrase  probably  signifying  topers^  or  joUy  compamona 
qftke  old  sort.  The  host  in  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor  says, 
'It  is  thine  host,  thine  Ephesiaiif  calls.' 

"  Massinger,  in  The  City  Madam,  has  osed  this  phrase  for  a 
wench : — 

• in  all  these  places 

I've  had  my  several  pagans  billeted.* 
1^  i.  e.  act.    In  a  MS.  letter  from  Secretary  Conway  to  Bnck- 
ingham,  at  the  Isle  of  Ree, '  also  what  the  lords  have  advanced 
for  the  expedition  towards  yon,  since  Saturday  that  they  returned 
from  Windsor  with  charge  to  hestowe  titemselves  serionsly  in  it.' 
•^Comoajf  Papers,    In  As  Yon  Like  It,  Act  iv.  Sc.  3  :— 
'  The  boy  bestows  Umself  like  a  ripe  sister.' 
VOL.  V.  CO 
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Pains.  Put  on  two  leather  jerkins,  and  afHrons, 
and  wait  upon  him  at  his  table  as  drawers. 

P,  Hen.  From  a  god  to  a  bull  ?  a  heavy  descen- 
sion^^!  it  was  Jove's  case.  From  a  piince  to  a 
prentice  ?  a  low  transformation !  that  shall  be  mine : 
for,  in  every  thing,  the  purpose  must  weigh  with  the 
folly.     Follow  me,  Ned.  [Examt. 

SCENE  III.    WarkworOi.     Before  the  Castle. 

Enter  Northumberland,  Lady  Northum- 
berland, and  Lady  Percy. 

North.    I   pray  thee,   loving  wife,    and   gentle 
daughter. 
Give  even  way  unto  my  rough  affairs; 
Put  not  you  on  the  visage  of  the  times, 
And  be,  Uke  them,  to  Percy  troublesome. 

Lady  N.  I  have  given  over,  I  will  speak  no  more : 
Do  what  you  will ;  your  wisdom  be  your  guide. 

North.  Alas,  sweet  wife,  my  honour  is  at  pawn; 
And,  but  my  going,  nothing  can  redeem  it. 

Lady  P.  O,  yet,  for  God's  sake,  go  not  to  these 
wars! 
The  time  was,  father,  that  you  broke  your  word. 
When  you  were  more  endear'd  to  it  than  now; 
When  your  own  Percy,  when  my  heart's  dear  Hany, 
Threw  many  a  northward  look,  to  see  his  father 
Bring  up  his  powers :  but  he  did  long  in  vain. 
Who  th6n  persuaded  you  to  stay  at  home? 
There  were  two  honours  lost ;  yours,  and  your  son's. 
For  yours,— may  heavenly  glory  brighten  it ! 
For  his, — it  stuck  upon  him,  as  the  sun 
In  the  grey  vault  of  heaven :  and,  by  his  light, 
Did  all  the  chivalry  of  England  ooove 

''  The  folio  reads  decktuion. 
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To  do  bcaye  acts ;  he  wm,  indeed,  the  glass 

Wherein  the  noble  youth  did  dress  themselyes. 

fie  had  no  legs,  that  praetis'd  not  his  gait  ^ : 

And  speaking  thick ^,  which  nature  made  his  blemish, 

Became  the  accents  of  the  raliant ; 

For  those  that  could  speak  low,  and  tardily. 

Would  turn  their  own  perfection  to  abuse. 

To  seem  like  him :  So  that,  in  speech,  in  gait. 

In  diet,  in  affections  of  deUght, 

In  military  rules,  humours  of  blood. 

He  was  Ihe  mark  and  glass,  copy  and  book  ^, 

That  fashion'd  others.  And  him, — O  wondrous  him ! 

O  miracle  of  men ! — ^him  did  you  leave 

(Second  to  none,  unseconded  by  you). 

To  look  upon  the  hideous  god  of  war 

In  disadvantage;  to  abide  a  field. 

Where  nothing  but  the  sound  of  Hotspur's  name 

Did  seem  defensible*: — ^so  you  left  him  : 

Never,  O  never,  do  his  ghost  the  wrong. 

To  hold  your  honour  more  precise  and  nice 

With  others,  than  with  him;  let  them  alone ; 

The  marshal,  and  the  archbishop,  are  strong: 

Had  my  sweet  Harry  had  but  half  their  numbers, 

'  The  twentj-two  following  lines  were  first  given  in  the  folio. 
'  Speaking  thick  is   speaking  quicky  rapidity  of  utterance. 
Baret  translates  the  anhtlitus  creber  of  Virgil  thicke^eathing.  So 
in  Cjmbeline  : — - 

' say  and  apeak  thick. 

Love's  coonsellor  shonld  fill  the  hores  of  hearing.' 
See  note  on  Macbeth,  Act  i.  Sc.  3,  p.  221.    Became  the  accents  of 
the  valiant,  that  is,  came  to  be  affected  by  them, 
'  Thus  in  the  Rape  of  Lucrece : — 

'  For  princes  are  the  glass,  the  school,  the  book 
"Where  subjects'  eyes  do  learn,  do  read,  do  look.' 
*  Defensible  does  not  in  this  place  mean  capable  ofd^ence,  bnt 
bearing  strength,  furnishing  the  means  of  defence;  the  passive  for 
the  active  participle. 
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To-day  might  I,  hanging  on  Hotspur's  neck. 
Have  talk'd  of  Monmouth's  grave. 

North.  Beshrew^  your  heart, 

Fair  daughter !  you  do  draw  my  spirits  from  me. 
With  new  lamenting  ancient  oversights. 
But  I  must  go,  and  meet  with  danger  there; 
Or  it  will  seek  me  in  another  place. 
And  find  me  worse  provided. 

Lady  N.  O,  fly  to  Scotland, 

Till  that  the  nobles,  and  the  armed  commons. 
Have  of  their  puissance  made  a  little  taste. 

Lady  P.  If  they  get  ground  and  vantage  of  the 
king, 
Then  join  you  with  them,  like  a  rib  of  steel,  ' 
To  make  strength  stronger;  but,  for  all  our  loves, 
First  let  them  try  themselves :  So  did  your  son; 
He  was  so  suffered ;  so  came  I  a  widow ; 
And  never  shall  have  length  of  life  enough. 
To  rain  upon  remembrance  ^  with  mine  eyes. 
That  it  may  grow  and  sprout  as  high  as  heaven. 
For  recordation  to  my  noble  husband. 

North,  Come,  come,  go  in  with  me :  'tis  with  my 
mind. 
As  with  the  tide  swell'd  up  unto  its  height. 
That  makes  a  still>stand,  running  neither  way. 
Fain  would  I  go  to  meet  the  archbishop. 

But  many  thousand  reasons  hold  me  back: 

I  will  resolve  for  Scotland ;  there  am  I, 

Till  time  and  vantage  crave  my  company.  [Exeunt. 

»  ni-betide. 

^  Allnding  to  the  plant  rosemary,  so  called  because  it  was  the 
sjmbol  of  remembrance,  and  therefore  ased  at  weddiag*  umI 
fonerals.     Thus  Ophelia  says : — 

*  There's  rosemary,  that's  for  remembramce,' 
And  Perdita  gives  it  the  same  attribute. 
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SCENE  IV.    London. 
A  Room  in  the  Boar's  Head  Tavern  in  Eastcheap. 

Enter  Two  Drawers. 

1  Draw*  What  the  devil  hast  thou  brought  there  ? 
apple- Johns  ?  thou  knoVsty  Sir  John  cannot  endure 
an  apple-John  \ 

2  Draw.  Mass,  thou  sayest  true :  The  prince  once 
set  a  dish  of  apple-Johns  before  him,  and  told  him, 
there  were  five  more  Sir  Johns :  and,  putting  off  his 
hat,  said,  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of  these  six  dry, 
roiund,*old,  withered  knights.  It  angered  him  to  the 
heart ;  but  he  hath  forgot  that. 

1  Draw.  Why  then,  cover,  and  set  them  down : 
And  see  if  thou  canst  find  out  Sneak's  noise  ^; 
mistress  Tear-sheet  would  fain  hear  some  musick. 
Despatch : — ^The  room  where  they  supped  is  too  hot ; 
they'll  come  iit  straight. 

2  Draw.  Sirrah,  here  will  be  the  prince,  and  master 
Poins  anon :  and  they  will  put  on  two  of  our  jerkins, 

1  This  apple,  which  was  said  to  keep  two  years,  is  well  de- 
Mffihed  hj  Philips : — 

'  "SoT^Johnrtqiple,  whose  withered  rind  entrench'd 

Bj  many  a  ^rrow,  aptly  represents 

Decrepid  age.' 
Falsttff  has  idready  said  of  himself, '  I  am  withered  like  an  old 
apph  John.*  In  Ben  Jonson's  Bartholomew  Fair,  where  Little- 
wit  encoarages  Qnarloas  to  kiss  his  wife,  he  says,  *  She  may  call 
yon  an  apple-John  if  yon  use  this.'  Aot  i.  Sc.  3.  Here  appU-John 
eridently  means  a  pimp,  or  pander,  then  called  an  appU-squire, 

'  A  noise,  or  a  consort,  was  used  iot  a  set  or  company  of  must- 
ckms.  Sneak  was  a  street  minstrel,  and  therefore  the  drawer 
goes  oat  to  listen  for  his  band.  Falstaff  addresses  them  as  a 
company  in  another  scene.  In  the  old  play  of  King  Henry  IV. 
*  There  came  the  yonng  prince,  and  two  or  three  more  of  his 
•onpanions,  and  cdled  for  wine  good  store,  and  then  sent  for  a 
»w»«e  of  wnuiUans,'  &c.    Vide  Macbeth,  Act  iy.  Sc.  i, 

c  c2 
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and  aprons;  andSirJohnmustnotknowof  it:  Bar- 
dolph  hath  brought  word. 

1  Draw.  By  the  mass,  here  will  be  old  utis^:  It 
will  be  an  excellent  stratagem. 

2  Draw.  I'll  see  if  I  can  find  out  Sneak.    [ExU. 

Enter  Hostess  and  Doll  Tbar-shbet. 

Host.  I'faith,  sweet  heart,  methinks  now  you  are 
in  an  excellent  good  temperality :  your  pulsidge 
beats  as  extraordinarily  as  heart  would  desire ;  and 
your  colour,  I  warrant  you,  is  as  red  as  any  rose; 
But,  i'faith,  you  have  drunk  too  much  canaries ;  and 
that^s  a  marvellous  searching  wine,  and  it  perfumes 
the  blood  ere  one  can  say, — What's  this?  How  do 
you  now? 

DoL  Better  than  I  was.     Hem. 

Host.  Why,  that's  well  said ;  a  good  heart's  worth 
gold.     Look,  here  comes  Sir  John. 

Enter  Falstaff,  singmg. 

Fal.  When  Arthur  first  in  court  ^. — Empty  flie 
Jordan. — And  was  a  worthy  king :  [Exit  Drawer.] 
How  now,  mistress  Doll  ? 

3  Old  utis  is  old  festivity,  or  merry  doings,  Utis,  or  utas,  be- 
ing the  eighth  day  after  any  festival ;  any  day  between  the  feast 
and  the  eighth  day  was  said  to  be  within  the  mtas.  So  Sir 
Thomas  More,  in  the  last  letter  he  wrote  to  his  4aoghter  the  day 
before  his  execution,  desires  to  die  on  the  morrow,  '  For  it  is 
Saint  Thomas'  even,  and  the  utas  of  Saint  Peter/  In  A  Conten- 
tion between  Liberality  and  Prodigality,  1602 : — 

'  Then,  if  yon  please,  with  sbme  roysting  harmony 

Let  ns  begin  the  utas  of  oar  jollity.' 
Utis  is  said  to  be  still  nsed  for  what  is  called  a  row,  a  scene  of 
noisy  turbulence,  in  Warwickshire.  Oldw&B  a  common  augmen- 
tative for  abundant f  or  <u;  of  old  time ;  it  can  hardly  yet  be  con- 
sidered as  obsolete.  So  in  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor : — 
*  Here  will  be  an  old  abasing  of  God's  patience  and  the  king's 
English.'  See  Macbeth,  Act  ii.  Sc.  3  ;  and  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
Act  iii.  Sc.  2,  p.  348. 

*  The  entire  ballad  is  in  the  first  volume  of.  Dr.  Percy's 
Reli<)ues  of  Antient  Poetry. 
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Host.  Sick  of  a  calm :  yea,  good  sooth. 

FtU,  So  b  all  her  sect^;  an  they  be  once  in  a 
calm,  they  are  sick. 

Dot.  You  muddy  rascal,  is  that  all  the  comfort 
you  give  me? 

FtU,  You  make  fat  rascals^,  mistress  Doll. 

Dol,  I  make  them  !  gluttony  and  diseases  make 
them;  I  make  them  not. 

FaL  If  the  cook  help  to  make  the  gluttony,  you 
help  to  make  the  diseases,  Doll :  we  catch  of  you, 
Doll,  we  catch  of  you ;  grant  that,  my  poor  virtue, 
grant  that. 

DoL  Ay,  marry ;  our  chains,  and  our  jewels. 

Fal.  Your  brooches,  pearls,  and  owckes"^ ; — ^for  to 
serve  bravely,  is  to  come  halting  off,  you  know :  To 
come  off  the  breach  with  his  pike  bent  bravely,  and 
to  surgery  bravdy;  to  venture  upon  the  charged 
chambers^  bravely: 

Dol,  Hang  yourself,  you  muddy  conger,  hang 
yourself! 

Host,  By  my  troth,  this  is  the  old  fashion ;  you 
two  never  meet,  but  you  fall  to  some  discord :  you 
are  both,  in  good  tru^,  as  rheumatick^  as  two  dry 

^  Steerens  is  right  in  his  assertion  that  sect  and  sex  were  an- 
ciently synonymons ;  the  instances  of  the  nse  of  the  one  for  the 
other  are  too  nomerons  for  it  to  have  been  a  mere  vulgar  cor- 
mption. 

^  FalstaflT  alludes  to  a  phrase  of  the  forest.  BascaU  (says 
Puttenham,  p.  160)  is  properly  the  hunting  term  given  to  young 
deer  ieane  and  out  of  season,  and  not  to  people.' 

^  Falstaff  gives  these  splendid  names  to  something  very  diffe- 
rent from  gems  and  ornaments,  as  we  still  use  carbuncle.  The 
passage,  as  Johnson  observed,  is  not  deserving  of  further  illus- 
tration. 

*  To  understand  this  quibble  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that 
a  chamber  signifies  not  only  an  apartment,  but  a  swudl  piece  of 
ordnance, 

^  Mrs.  Quickly  means  splenetic.  It  should  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  rhemn  seems  to  have  been  a  cant  word  for  spleen.    In 
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toasts ;  yoa  caonot  ooe  bear  with  aaother's  coBfirmi- 
ties.  What  the  good-year !  one  must  bear,  and  that 
must  be  you:  [To  Doll.]  you  are  the  weaker  ves- 
sel, as  they  say,  the  emptier  vessel. 

Dot.  Can  a  weak  empty  vessel  bear  such  a  huge 
full  hogshead  ?  there's  a  whole  merchant's  venture 
of  Bourdeaux  stuff  in  him :  you  have  not  seen  a  hulk 
better  stuffed  in  the  hold. — Come,  I'll  be  firieods 
with  thee.  Jack :  thou  art  gcnng  to  the  wars ;  and 
whether  I  shall  ever  see  thee  again,  or  no,  thore  b 
nobody  cares. 

Re-enter  Drawer. 

Draw.  Sir,  ancient  ^^  Pistol's  below,  and  would 
speak  with  you. 

Dol.  Hang  him,  svra^ering  rascal !  let  him  not 
come  hither :  it  is  the  foul-mouth'dst  rogue  in  Eng- 
land. 

Hast.  If  he  swagger,  let  him  not  come  here ;  no, 
by  my  faith ;  I  must  live  amongst  my  neighbours; 
I'll  no  swaggerers :  I  am  in  good  name  and  fame 
with  the  very  best : — Shut  the  door ; — there  comes 
no  swaggerers  here :  I  have  not  lived  all^  this  while 
to  have  swaggering  now : — shut  the  door,  I  pray  you. 

FaL  Dost  thou  hear,  hostess  ? — 

Host.  'Pray  you,  pacify  yourself.  Sir  John ;  there 
comes  no  swaggerers  here. 

Every  Man  in  bis  Homonr,  Cob  says,  ^  Nay,  I  hare  my  rAMm 
and  I  can  be  angry  as  well  as  another.*  To  which  Cash  replies, 
'  Thy  rheumy  Cob!  thy  hamoar,  thy  humour;  thou  mistak'st' 
But  Daniel,  in  the  Queen's  Arcadia,  Act  ill.  Sc.  1,  usea  it  also 
for  spken : — 

'  But  now,  in  faith,  I  hare  found  out  a  trick 

That  will  perpetually  so  feed  their  rhemM.* 

1^  That  is, '  he  that  oarrieth  the  colours  to  a  company  of  foot 

soldiers,  an  ensign  bearer/ — Phiiips.     Falstafi*  was  c^>tain, 

Peto  lieutenant,  and  Pistol  ensi^,    I  hsTe  met  with  the  word 

in  old  MSS.  tnritten  i 
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FaL  Dost  thou  hear?  it  is  mine  ancient 

Hoit.  Tilly^fally,  Sir  Jolm^  never  tell  me ;  your 
ancient  swaggerer  comes  not  in  my  doors.  I  was 
before  master  Tisick^^,  liie  deputy,  tiie  other  day; 
and,  as  he  said  to  me, — it  was  no  longer  ago  than 
Wednesday  last, — Neighbour  Quickly,  says  he ; — 
master  Dumb,  our  minister,  was  by  then ; — Neigh- 
bour Quickly,  says  he,  receive  those  that  are  civil; 
for,  saith  he,  you  are  in  an  iU  name; — now  he  said 
so,  I  can  tell  whereupon ;  for,  says  he,  you  are  an 
honest  woman,  and  well  thought  on;  therefore  take 
heed  what  guests  you  receive:  Receive,  says  he,  no 

suiaggering companions, There  comes  none  here; 

you  would  bless  you  to  hear  what  he  said  :— 

no,  I'll  no  swaggerers. 

FaL  He's  no  swaggerer,  hostess ;  a  tame  cheater^^, 
he ;  you  may  stroke  him  as  gently  as  a  puppy  grey- 
houmi  :  he  will  not  swagger  with  a  Barbary  hen,  if 
her  feathers  turn  back  in  any  show  of  resistan(5e. — 
Call  him  up,  drawer. 

Host,  Cheater,  call  you  him?  I  will  bar  no  honest 
man  my  house,  nor  no  cheater  ^^ :  But  I  do  not  love 

11  The  names  of  Master  Tisick  and  Master  Bufob  are  Indi- 
cronslj  intended  to  denote  that  the  depnty  was  pnrsj  and  short- 
winded  ;  the  minister  one  of  those  who  preached  only  the  homi- 
lies set  forth  hy  authority.  The  puritans  nicknamed  tb6m 
Dnmb-dogs,  and  Uie  opprohrions  epithet  continued  in  ose  as  late 
as  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  See  Bwme€s  Own  TimM,  Tol.  i. 
p.  395. 

'^  A  cheater  sometimes  meant  an  unfair  gamester.  Bat  tame 
cheater  seems  to  have  meant  a  rogue  in  general  here,  as  well  as 
in  The  Fair  Maid  of  the  Inn,  hy  Beaumont  and  Fletcher : — 

* and  will  he  drawn  into  the  net 

By  this  decoy  duck,  this  tame  cheater* 
It  is  there  applied  to  the  cheating  monntehank  Forhesoo.  Florio 
interprets  farbo  *  a  cheater,  a  cunnie-catcher,  a  setter,  a  cross 
biter.' 

^  The  humour  consists  in  Mrs.  Quickly*s  mistaking  a  cheater 
for  an  escheator,  or  officer  of  the  exchequer.    Greene,  in  his 
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swaggering ;  by  my  troth,  I  am  tlie  worse,  when  one 
says — swagger:  feel,  masters,  how  I  shake;  look 
you,  I  warrant  you. 

Dol.  So  you  do,  hostess. 

Boit.  Do  I  ?  yea,  in  very  truth,  do  I,  an  'twere 
an  aspen  leaf:  I  cannot  abide  swaggerers. 

Enter  Pistol,  Bardolpu,  and  Page. 

Pitt.  'Save  you.  Sir  John ! 

Fal,  Welcome,  ancient  Pistol.  Here,  Pistol,  I 
charge  you  with  a  cup  of  sack:  do  you  disdiarge 
upon  mine  hostess. 

Pist.  I  will  discharge  upon  her.  Sir  John,  with 
two  bullets. 

FaL  She  is  pistol-proof,  sir;  you  shall  hardly 
offend  her. 

Host.  Come,  I'll  drink  no  proofs,  nor  no  bullets : 
I'll  drink  no  more  than  will  do  me  good,  for  no  man's 
pleasure,  I. 

Pigt,  Then  to  you,  mistress  Dorothy;  I  will 
charge  you. 

Dol.  Charge  me?  I  scorn  you,  scurvy  companioii. 
What!  you  poor,  base,  rascally,  cheating,  lack- 
linen  mate !  Away,  you  mouldy  rogue ;  away !  I 
am  meat  for  your  master. 

Piit.  I  know  you,  mistress  Dorothy. 

Mihil  Mnnohaaiice,  has  the  following  passage,  which  gires  the 
origin  of  the  phrase: — *  Thej  call  their  art  bj  a  new  foond 
name  as  cheaHng,  themselves  cheeaorSf  and  the  dice  cheters :  bor- 
rowing the  term  from  among  oar  lawyers,  with  whom  all  sach 
casaals  as  fall  to  the  lord,  at  the  holding  of  his  leets,  aswtifes, 
straies,  and  such  like,  be  called  cheUSf  and  are  accnstomtblj  to 
be  escheated  to  the  lord's  ose/  Lord  Coke,  in  his  Charge  at  N<»*- 
wioh,  1607,  pons  upon  the  eqaivoqae : — *  Bntif  joa  wUl  beeoi- 
tent  to  let  the  escheaior  alone,  and  not  look  into  his  aetions,  he 
will  be  contented  by  deceiving  yon  to  change  his  name,  taking 
onto  himself  the  two  last  syllables  only»with  the  u  left  oat,  and 
so  torn  cheater. 
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Dol,  AwBy,  you  cut-puree  rascal!  you  filtfay 
bung  ^*9  away !  by  this  wine,  I'll  thrust  my  knife  is 
your  mouldy  chaps,  an  you  play  the  saucy  cuttle 
with  me.  Away,  you  bottle-ale  rascal !  you  basket* 
hilt  stale  juggler,  you !-— Since  when,  I  pray  you, 
sir? — ^What,  with  two  points^  on  your  shoulder? 
much*^! 

Pist.  I  will  murd^  your  ruff  for  this. 

FaL  No  more.  Pistol ;  I  would  not  have  you  go 
off  here :  discharge  yourself  of  our  company.  Pistol. 

Hoit.  No,  good  captain  Pistol ;  not  here,  sweet 
captain. 

DoL  Captain !  thou  abcuninable  damned  cheater, 
art  thou  not  ashamed  to  be  called — captain?  If 
captains  were  of  my  mind,  they  would  truncheon 
you  out,  for  taking  tiieir  names  upon  you  before  you 
hav6  earned  them.  You  a  captain,  you  slave  !*for 
what?  for  tearing  a  poor  whore's  ruff  in  a  bawdy- 
house? — He  a  captain!  Hang  him,  rogue!  He  lives 
upon  mouldy  stewed  [Hrunes,  and  dried  cakes  ^^.    A 

^*  To  n^  a  bung,  in  the  cant  of  thierery,  was  to  etU  a  purse. 
*  Bung  is  now  used  for  a  pocket,  heretofore  for  b  purse.* — Belman 
of  London,  1610.  Doll  means  to  call  him  pick  pocket.  Cuttie, 
and  cuttte-bung,  were  also  cant  terms  for  the  knife  used  by  cnV 
purses.  These  terms  are  therefore  used  bj  metonymy  for  a 
thief. 

'^  Laces,  marks  of  his  commission. 
1^  An  expression  of  disdain. 

'7  There  is  a  personage  of  the  same  stamp  with  Pistol  in  A 
Woman^s  a  Weathercock,  by  Nat.  Field,  1612,  who  is  thus  de- 
scribed : — 

'  Thou  unspeakable  rascal,  thou  a  soldier ! 
That  with  thy  slops  and  oat-a-moontain  face, 
Thy  blather-chaps,  and  thy  robmstions  words, 
Fright'st  the  poor  whore,  and  terribly  dost  exact 
A  weekly  subsidy,  tweWe  pence  a  piece, 
Whereon  thon  livest ;  and  on  my  conscience 
Thon  snap'st  besides  with  cheats  and  cntpvrses/ 
'  MomUkf  sUmed  prunes  and  dried  cakes*  are  pat  for  the  refuse  of 
brothels. 
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captain !  these  viUains  will  make  the  word  cfkptain 
as  odious  as  the  word  occupy  ^^;  which  was  an  ex- 
cellent good  word  before  it  was  ill-sorted ;  therefore 
captains  had  need  look  to  it 

Bard.  'Pray  thee,  go  down,  good  ancient 
Fat,  Hark  thee  hither,  mistress  DolL 
Piii,  Not  I:  tell  thee  what,  corporal  Bardolph; 
— I  could  tear  her : — I'll  be  revenged  on  her. 

Page.  'Pray  thee,  go  down. 
.,  Pist.  HI  see  her  damned  first ; — ^to  Pluto's  damned 
lake,  to  the  infernal  d^p,  with  Erebus  and  tortures 
▼ile  also.  Hold  hook  and  Une,  say  I.  Down !  down, 
dogs !  down,  faitors  *^ !  Have  we  not  Hiren  here^? 
Hott.  Good  captain  Peesel;  be  quiet;  it  is  very 
late,  i'faith :  I  beseek.  you  now,  aggravate  your 
choler. 

Put.  These  be  good  humours,  indeed!    Shall 
packhorses, 
And  hollow  pamper'd  jades  of  Asia, 
Which  cannot  go  but  thirty  miles  a  day^^, 

^  This  word  had  been  perverted  to  an  obscene  meaning.  Ai 
occ¥pimt  was  also  a  term  for  a  woman  of  the  town,  and  an  ocaifieT 
meant  a  wtncktr.  Ben  Jonson,  in  his  DiscoTeries,  says : — *  Mvaj, 
oat  of  their  own  obscene  apprehensions,  refuse  proper  and  fit 
words,  as  occiipy,  nature,'  &c. 

*•  Traitors,  rascals. 

^  Shakspeare  has  pat  into  the  month  of  Pistol  a  tissae  of  tb- 
sard  and  fustian  passages  from  many  ridiculous  old  plajs.  Part 
of  this  speech  is  parodied  from  The  Battle  of  Alcazar,  1591. 
Move  we  not  Hiren  here,  is  probably  a  line  from  a  play  of  George 
Peelers,  called  The  Turkish  Mahomet  and  Hiren  the  fair  Greek. 
It  is  often  used  ludicrously  by  subsequent  dramatists.  Hiren, 
from  its  resemblance  to  siren,  was  used  for  a  seducing  woman, 
and  consequently  for  a  courtesan.  Pistol,  in  his  rants,  twice 
brings  in  the  same  words,  but  apparently  meaning  to  gire  his 
sword  the  name  of  Hirers  Mrs.  Quickly,  with  admirable  sin- 
plicity,  supposes  faiim  to  ask  for  a  woman. 

3*  This  is  a  parody  of  the  lines  addressed  by  Tamberlane  to 
the  captive  princes  who  draw  his  chariot,  in  Marlowe's  Tambnr- 
laine,  1590. 
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Compare  with  Caesars,  and  with  Cannibals  ^, 
And  Trojan  Greeks  ?  nay,  rather  damn  them  with 
King  Ccarbenis ;  and  let  the  welkin  roar. 
Shidl  we  fall  foul  for  toys  ? 

Host.  By  my  troth,  captain,  these  are  very  bitter 
words. 

.   Bard*  Be  gone,  good  ancient :  this  will  grow  to 
A  brawl  anon. 

Pist.  Die  men,  like  dogs ;  give  crowns  like  pins ; 
Have  we  not  Hiren  here? 

Host.  C  my  word,  captain,  there's  none  such  here. 
[What  the  good-year !  do  you  think,  I  would  deny 
her?  for  God's  sake,  be  quiet. 

Pigt.  Then,  feed  and  be  fat,  my  fair  Calipolis^: 
Come,  give's  some.  sack. 

Sifortuna  me  tormeata,  sperato  me  content a^^, — 

Fear  we  broadsides  ?  no,  let  the  fiend  give  fire : 

.Give  me  some  sack; — and,  sweetheart,  lie  thou 

there.  [Lmfing  down  his  sword. 

.Come  we  to  full  points  here;  and  are  et  ceteras 

nothing  «5? 

FaL  Pistol,  I  would  be  quiet. 

^  A  blunder  for  Hannibal. 

^  Tbis  is  again  a  borlesqae  npon  a  line  in  The  Battle  of  Alca- 
zar, in  which  Molej  Mahomet  enters  to  his  wife  with  lion's  flesh 
on  bis  sword : —   ^ 

*  Feed  then  and  faint  not,  my  faire  Calljpolis.' 
And  again  in  the  same  plaj ; — 

'  Hold  thee,  Calipolis ;  feed  and  faint  no  more.' 
'  Feed  and  hefai,  that  we  may  meet  the  foe/ 
The  line  u  burlesqued  in  several  old  plays. 

^  Pistol  is  supposed  to  read  this  motto  on  bis  sword ;  by  sin- 
.gular  chance  Mr.  Douce  picked  up  an  old  rapier  with  the  same 
motto  in  French : — 

Si  fortune  me  Umrmente,  Vesp^ance  me  contente. 
A  representation  is  given  of  it  in  his  Illustrations,  vol.  i.  p.  453. 
^  That  is,  ^all  we  stop  here,  and  have  no  further  entertain- 
ment? 

VOL.  v.  D  D  - 
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Pisi.  Sweet  knight,  I  kiss  thy  neif^  I  What !  ^e 
have  seen  the  seren  stars. 

DoL  Thrast  him  down  stairs;  I  cannot  endure 
such  a  fustian  rascal. 

Pist.  Thrust  him  down  staurs !  know  we  not  Gral- 
loway  nags  ^  ? 

Fal.  Quoit^  him  down,  Bardolph,  like  a  shove- 
groat  shilling :  nay,  if  he  do  nothing  but  speak  no* 
thmg,  he  shall  be  nothing  here. 

Bard.  Come,  get  you  down  stairs. 

Pigt.  What!   shall  we  have  incision?  shall  we 

imbrue  ? [Snatching  up  his  sword. 

Then  death  rock  me  asleep,  abridge  my  doleful  day»! 
Why,  then,  let  grievous,  ghastly,  gaping  wounds 
Untwine  the  sisters  three !  Come,  Atropos,  I  say  ^ ! 

Host.  Here's  goodly  stuff  toward ! 

Fal.  Give  me  my  rapier,  boy. 

Dol.  I  pray  thee.  Jack,  I  pray  thee,  do  not  cfaraw. 

Fai.  Get  you  down  stairs. 

[Drawing,  and  driving  Pistol  omi. 

^  Neif  is  used  by  Shakspeare  for  fist.  It  is  a  north  conntrf 
word,  to  be  found  in  Raj's  Collection.  Thus  in  A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream,  Bottom  says, '  Give  me  thy  neif,  Monsieur  Mus- 
tard-seed.' And  Ben  Jonson,  in  his  Poetaster,  *  Reach  me  thy 
neif: 

27  Common  hackneys. 

^  i.  e.  pitch  him  down.  The  shov&^roai  sJuUUtgs  were  snch 
broad  shillings  of  King  Edward  VI.  as  Slender  calls  Edward 
shovelrboards,  in  The  Merry  "Wives  of  "Windsor,  Act  i.  So.  I, 

^  Pistol  makes  use  of  fragments  of  old  ballads  as  well  as  oM 
plays  :— 

'  O  death,  rook  me  on  slope. 
Bring  me  on  quiet  rest, 
is  an  ancient  song,  attributed  to  Anne  Boleyn.    There  is  anodier 
in  the  Gorgioas  Gallery  of  Gallant  Inrentions,  1678,  which  has 
famished  him  with  some  of  his  rhodomontade  c-— 
'  I  hate  this  loathsome  life, 
O  Atropos,  draw  nie, 
Untwist  the  thred  of  mortall  strife. 
Send  death,  and  let  me  die.' 
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ttoU.  Here's  a  goodly  toBuilt !  Ill  forawear  keep- 
kg  bottse^  afore  FU  be  in  these  tirrits  and  frightg. 

So;  murder,  I  warrant  you. Alas,  alas!  put  up 

your  naked  weapons,  put  up  your  naked  weapons. 
[Exeunt  Pistol  and  Bardolph. 

DoL  I  pray  thee.  Jack,  be  quiet;  the  rascal  is 
gpoiie.    Ah,  you  whoreson  little  yaliant  yUlain,  you. 

Host.  Are  you  not  hurt  i'the  groin  ?  metfaought, 
he  made  a  shrewd  thrust  at  your  belly. 

Re-enter  Bardolph. 

Fal.  Haye  you  turned  him  out  of  doors  ? 

Bard.  Yes,  sir.  The  rascal's  drunk :  you  have 
hurt  him,  sir,  in  the  shoulder. 

FaL  A  rascal !  to  brave  me ! 

DoL  Ah,  you  sweet  little  rogue,  you !  Alas»  poor, 
ape,  how  thou  sweat'st  I  Come,  let  me  wipe  thy  face ; 
— come  on,  you  whoreson  chops: — Ah,  rogue! 
i'faith,  I  love  thee.  Thou  art  as  Valorous  as  Heo- 
tot  of  Troy,  worth  five  of  Agamemnon,  and  ten  times 
better  than  the  nine  worthks.    Ah,  villain ! 

Fal.  A  rascally  slave !  I  will  toss  the  rogue  in  a 
Uaaket 

DoL  Do,  if  thou  darest  for  thy  heart :  if  thou  dost, 
m  canyass  thee  between  a  pair  of  sheets. 

Enter  Musick. 

Page*  The  musick  is  come,  sir. 

Fal.  Let  them  play; — ^Play,  sirs; — Sit  on  my 
knee,  Doll.  A  rascal  bragging  slave!  the  rogue 
fled  from  me  like  quicksilver. 

DoL  I'£euth,  and  thou  foUowedst  him  like  a  church. 
Thou  whoreson  little  tidy  Bartholomew  boar-pig*®, 

^  Doll  says  this  in  coaxing^  playful  ridicale  of  FalstafiTs  enor- 
mous balk.  Roasted  pigs  were  formerly  among  the  chief  attrac- 
tions of  Bartholomew  fair ;  they  were  sold,  piping  hot,  in  booths 
Md  00  stalls,  and  were  ostentatiously  displayed  to  excite  the  ap- 
petite of  passengers.    It  was  a  common  subject  of  allnsioB. 
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when  wilt  thou  leave  fig;fatiiig  o'days,  and  fomng 
o'nightg,  and  begin  to  patch  up  thine  old  body  for 
heaven  ? 

Ehier  behind  Prince  Henry  and  Poins,  du- 
guiied  like  Drawers, 

FaL  Peace,  good  Doll !  do  not  speak  like  a  death's 
head :  do  not  bid  me  remember  mine  end. 

DoL  Sirrah,  what  humour  is  the  prince  of  T 

FaL  A  good  shallow  young  feUow:  he  would 
have  made  a  good  pantler,  he  would  have  chi{^ 
bread  well. 

DoL  They  say,  Poins  has  a  good  wit. 

Fal.  He  a  good  wit?  hang  him,  baboon !  his  wit 
is  as-  thick  as  Tewksbury  mustard ;  there  is  no  more 
conceit  in  him,  than  is  in  a  mallet 

Dol.  Why  does  die  prince  lore  him  so  then  ? 

FaL  Because  their  legs  are  bodi  of  a  bigness: 
and  he  plays  at  quoits  well ;  and  eata  conger  and 
lenneP^;  and  drinks  off  candles'  ends  for  flap-drft- 
gons'^:  and  rides  the  wild  mare  with  the  boys^; 
and  jumps  upon  joint-stoob;  and  swears  with  a 
good  grace ;  and  wears  his  boot  very  smoodi,  like 
unto  the  sign  of  the  leg:  and  breeds  no  bate  with 
telling  of  discreet  stories  ^ ;  and  such  other  gambol 
faculties  he  hath,  that  show  a  weak  mind  and  an 

^  Fetmel  was  genendlj  esteemed  an  inflammatorj  herb,  aad 
therefore  to  eat  conger  and  fennel  was  to  eat  two  high  and  hot 
things  together.  Femul  was  also  regarded  as  an  emhleni  of 
/crftery. 

^  The  flap-dragon  was  some  small  combastible  material  swaP 
lowed  alight  in  a  glass  of  liquor :  a  candle's  end  formed  a  verf 
formidable  and  disagreeable  flap-dragon,  and  to  swallow  it  was 
conseqaentlj  among  the  gallants  considered  an  act  of  merit,  ot' 
of  gallantry,  when  done  in  honour  of  the  toper*s  mistress. 

^  Riding  the  wild  nuare  is  another  name  for  the  childish  sport 
of  see-saw,  or  what  the  French  call  bascule  and  baiaitfoire, 

^  Mr.  Donee  thinks  FalstaflTs  meaning  to  be  that  Poins  ex- 
cites no  oensore  bj  telling  his  companions  modest  stories,  or,  in 
plain  English,  that  he  tells  than  nothing  bot  i 
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Me  body,  for  the  w^ich  the  prince  admits  him: 
for  the  prince  himself  is  such  another;  the  weight 
of  a  hair  will  turn  the  scdes  between  their  aYoir- 
dupois. 

P.  Hen,  Would  not  this  nave  of  a  wheel  ^  have 
his  ears  cut  off? 

Poms.  Let's  beat  him  b^bre  his  whore. 

P.  Hen.  Look,  if  the  withered  elder  hath  not  his 
poll  clawed  like  a  parrot. 

Poms,  Is  it  not  strange,  that  desire  should  so  many 
years  outlive  performance  ?     , 

Fal.  Kiss  me,  Doll. 

P.  Hen.  Saturn  and  Venus  this  year  in  conjunc- 
tion^! what  says  the  almanack  to  that? 

Poms.  And,  look,  whether  the  fiery  Trigon^,  his 
man,  be  not  lisping  to  his  master's  old  tables,  his 
Qote^book,  his  counsel-keeper. 

Fal.  Thou  dost  give  me  flattering  busses. 

Dol.  Nay,  truly:  I  kiss  thee  with  a  most  con- 
stant heart. 

Fal.  I  am  old,  I  am  old. 

Bol.  I  love  thee  better  tlian  I  love  e'er  a  scurvy 
young  boy  of  them  all. 

Fal.  What  stuff  wilt  have  a  kirtle^  of?  I  shall 

^  Falstaff  is  humoronslj  called  nave  of  a  wheel,  from  his  ro- 
tanditj  of  figare.  The  equiyoqae  between  nave  and  knave  is 
obyions. 

*  This  was  indeed  a  prodigy.  The  astrologers,  sajs  Ficinus, 
remark  that  Saturn  and  Venus  are  never  conjoined. 

^  Trigon  or  triangle,  a  term  in  the  old  judicial  astrology. 
Hiey  called  it  a  fiery  trigon  when  the  three  npper  planets  met  in 
1  fiery  sign ;  which  was  thought  to  denote  rage  and  contention. 

*  Few  words,  as  Mr.  Gifford  observes,  have  occasioned  such 
controversy  among  the  commentators  as  kirtk.  These  familiar 
terms  frequently  are  the  most  bafiBing  to  the  antiquary,  for  being 
in  general  use  they  were  clearly  understood  by  our  ancestors, 
»nd  are  not  therefore  accurately  defined  in  the  dictionaries.  A 
Hrtle,  from  the  Saxon  cyjitel,  to  gird,  was  undoubtedly  a  petti- 
coai,  which  sometimes  had  a  body  without  sleeves  attached  to  it. 
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receive  money  on  Thursday  :  thou  sbalt  have  a  cap> 
to-morrow.  A  merry  song,  come:  it  grows  late, 
we'll  to  bed.    Thoult  forget  me,  when  I  am  gone. 

Bol,  By  my  troth  thou'lt  set  me  a  weeping,  an 
thou  say  est  so :  prove  thai  ever  I  dress  myself  hand- 
some till  thy  return. Well,  hearken  the  end* 

FaL  Some  sack,  Francis. 

P.  Hen.  Poms,  Anon,  anon,  sir.       [Advancmg. 

FaL  Ha !  a  bastard  son  of  the  king's  ? — And  art 
not  thou  Poins  his  brother  ? 

P.  Hen.  Why,  thgu  globe  of  sinful  continents/ 
what  a  life  dost  thou  lead  ? 

FaL  A  better  than  thou ;  I  am  a  gentleman,  thou 
art  a  drawer.  • 

P.  Hen.  Very  true,  sir :  and  I  come  to  draw  you 
out  by  the  ears. 

Host.  O,  the  Lord  preserve  thy  good  grace !  by 
my  troth,  welcome  to  London. — Now  the  Lord  bless 
that  sweet  face  of  thine !  O  Jesu,  are  you  come  firom 
Wales  ? 

FaL  Thou  whoreson  mad  compound  of  majesty, 
— by  this  Ught  flesh  and  corrupt  blood,  thou  art 
welcome.  [Leaning  his  hand  upon  Doll. 

'  Vasquine  (says  Coigrave),  a  hrtU  or  petticoat*  *  Surcot,  aa 
upper  hirtle  or  garment  worn  oyer  a  hirtUJ  Also  *  cotte  defetmme, 
a  kirtle,*  And  Chancer,  describing  young  dancing  girls,  trans- 
lates from  his  original.  The  Romant  de  la  Rose,  '  Qni  estoient 
en  pure  cottes,* 

*  In  kirtles  and  none  other  weed.* 
Chancer  also  uses  kirtk  for  a  tunic  or  sleeveless  coat  for  m 
man.  Florio  explains  Tonaca,  *  a  ooate  or  jacket,  cm:  a  sleeve- 
less  coate.  Also  a  woman*s  petticoat  or  kirtle,  an  upper  saTe> 
guard ;'  and  <  senacitUOf  haife  girt,  a  hdlfe  hirth,*  and  *greminaU, 
an  aprotiy  a  safeguard,  a  halfe-HrthJ  Cotgrave  also  tranalatea 
'  UH  devant  de  robe,  a  hirtle  or  apron.*  Minsheu  renders  the 
Spanish  word  <  Vasquina .a  womafCs  petticoat  or  hrtle*  And 
finally,  Torriano  defines  grembiale,  an  apron,  9i  fore-kirtle.  All 
this  dictionary  learning  may  appear  very  ridiculous,  but  at  least 
it  has  put  an  end  to  doubt,  and  I  trust  to  disquisition  also,  upon 
the  subject. 
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DoL  How !  you  fat  fool,  I  scorn  you. 

Poins.  My  lord,  he  will  drive  you  out  of  your 
revenge,  and  turn  all  to  a  merriment,  if  you  take  not 
the  heat 

P.  Hen.  You  whoreson  candle-mine,  you,  how 
vilely  did  you  speak  of  me  even  now,  before  thb 
honest,  virtuous,  civil  gentlewoman  ? 

Host.  'Blessing  o'your  good  heart !  and  so  she  is, 
by  my  troth. 

FaL  Didst  thou  hear  me? 

P.  Hen,  Yes ;  and  you  knew  me,  as  you  did  when 
you  ran  away  by  Gads-hill :  you  knew,  I  was  at  your 
^ck ;  and  spoke  it  on  purpose,  to  try  my  patience. 

Fal.  No,  no,  no ;  not  so ;  I  did  not  think  thou 
wast  vrithin  hearing. 

P.  Hen,  I  shall  drive  you  then  to  confess  the  wil-* 
ful  abuse ;  and  then  I  know  how  to  handle  you. 

FaL  No  abuse,  Hal,  on  mine  honour;  no  abuse. 

P.  Hen.  Not !  to  disprabe  me ;  and  call  me — 
pantler,  and  bread-chipper,  and  I  know  not  what  ? 
'    Fal.  No  abuse,  Hal. 

Poins.  No^abuse! 

Fal.  No  abuse,  Ned,  in  the  world ;  honest  Ned, 
none.  I  dbpraised  him  before  the  wicked,  that  the 
wicked  might  not  fall  in  love  with  him : — ^in  which 
doing,  I  have  done  the  part  of  a  careful  friend,  and 
a  true  subject,  and  thy  father  is  to  give  me  thanks 
for  it.  ,  No  abuse,  Hal ; — none,  Ned,  none ; — no, 
boys,  none. 

P.  Hen*  See  now,  whether  pure  fear,  and  entire 
cowardice,  doth  not  make  thee  wrong  this  virtuous 
gentlewoman  to  close  with  us  ?  Is  she  of  the  wicked  ? 
Is  thine  hostess  here  of  the  wicked  ?  Or  is  the  boy 
of  the  wicked?  Or  honest  Bardolph,  whose  zeal 
burns  in  his  nose,  of  the  wicked  ? 

Poins,  Answer,  thou  dead  elm,  answer. 

Fal.  The  fiend  hath  pricked  down  Bardolph  irre- 
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coverable ;  and  his  face  is  Lucifer's  priTy-kitelien, 
where  he  doth  nothing  but  roast  malt-worms.  For 
the  boy, — there  is  a  good  angel  about  him;  but  the 
devil  outbids  him  too  ^. 

P.  Hen.  For  the  women, 

Fal,  For  one  of  them, — she  is  in  heU  already,  and 
bums,  poor  soul !  For  the  o^er, — I  owe  her  money  ; 
and  whether  she  be  damned  for  tbast,  I  know  not 

Host,  No,  I  warrant  you. 

Fal,  No,  I  think  thou  art  not;  I  think,  thou  art 
quit  for  that:  Marry,  there  is  another  indictment 
upon  thee,  for  suffering  flesh  to  be  eaten  m  thy 
house,  contrary  to  the  law^ ;  for  the  which,  I  thinks 
thou  wilt  howl. 

Hast,  AU  victuallers  do  so :  Whaf  s  a  joint  of 
mutton  or  two  in  a  whole  Lent? 

P.  Hen.  You,  gentlewoman,—- 

DoL  What  says  your  grace  ? 

Fal.  His  grace  says  that  which  his  flesh  rebels 
against. 

Host.  Who  knocks  so  loud  at  door?  look  to  the 
door  there,  Francis. 

Enter  Pkto. 

P.  Hen.  Peto,  how  now  ?  what  news  ? 

Peto.  The  king  your  father  is  at  Westminst^ ; 
And  there  are  twenty  weak  and  wearied  posts. 
Come  from  the  north :  and,  as  I  came  along, 
I  met,  and  overtook,  a  dozen  captains. 
Bare-headed,  sweating,  knocking  at  ^e  tavems. 
And  asking  every  one  for  Sir  John  Fabtaff. 

*  The  qaarto  reads  *'  and  the  devil  blinds  him  too.' 
^  Baret  defines  a  '  viehtailing  house,  a  tayern  where  meate  is 
eaten  out  of  due  season.*  Bj  several  statutes  made  in  the  raigfts 
of  Qaeen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I.  for  the  regnlatioq  and 
observance  of  fish  days,  victuallers  were  expressly  forbidden  to 
utter  Jlesh  m  Lent,  The  brothels  were  formerly  screened  under 
tli0  pretenoe  of  being  victaaUiog  honses  and  tavenif. 
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PMen.  By  heaven,  Poins,  I  feelme  much  to  blame, 
So  idly  to  profane  ^e  precious  time ; 
When  tempest  of  commotion,  like  the  south 
Borne  with  black  vapour,  doth  begin  to  melt. 
And  drop  upon  our  bare  unarmed  heads. 
Give  me  my  sword,  and  cloak : — Falstaff,  good  night 
[Exeimt  Prince  Henry,  Poins,  Peto, 
and  Bardolph. 

Fal.  Now  comes  in  the  sweetest  morsel  of  the 
night,  and  we  must  hence,  and  leave  it  unpick'd« 
[Knocking  heard,'\  More  knocking  at  the  door? 

Es-enter  Bardolph. 

How  now?  what's  the  matter? 

Bard,  You  must  away  to  court,  sir,  presently;  a 
dozen  captains  stay  at  door  for  you. 

Fdl,  Pay  the  musicians,  sirrah.  [To^AePage.] — 
Farewell,  hostess ; — farewell,  Doll. — You  see,  my 
good  benches,  how  men  of  merit  are  sought  after : 
the  undeserver  may  sleep,  when  the  man  of  action  is 
called  on.  Farewell,  good  wenches :  If  I  be  not 
sent  aw^y  post,  I  will  see  you  again  ere  I  go. 

Bol.  I  cannot  speak ; — if  my  heart  be  not  ready 
to  burst; — Well,  sweet  Jack,  have  a  care  of  thyself. 

Fal,  Farewell,  farewell. 

[Exeunt  Falstaff  and  Bardolph. 

Host,  Well,  fare  thee  well:  I  have  known  thee 
these  twenty-nine  years,  come  peascod-time ;  but  an 
honester,  and  truer-hearted  man, — Well,  fare  thee 
well. 

Bard,  [Within,']  Mistress  Tear-sheet, 

Host.  What's  the  matter? 

Bard,  [Within,']  Bid  mistress  Tear-sheet  come 
to  my  master. 

Eo$t,  O  run,  Doll,  run ;  rim,  good  Doll. 

[Exeunt. 
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ACT  in. 

SCENE  I.     A  Room  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  King  Henry  m  his  Nigkig&wn,  with  a  Page. 

K,  Hen,  Go,  call  the  earls  of  Surrey  and  of  War- 
wick ; 
But,  ere  they  come,  bid  them  o'er-read  these  letters. 

And  well  consider  of  them :  Make  good  speed. 

[.Eri^Page. 
How  many  thousand  of  my  poorest  subjects 
Are  at  this  hour  asleep ! — O  sleep,  O  gentle  slecy, 
Nature's  soft  nurse,  how  have  I  frighted  thee, 
That  thou  no  more  wilt  weigh  my  eyelids  down, 
And  steep  my  senses  in  forgetfuhiess  ? 
Why  rather,  sleep,  liest  thou  in  smoky  cribs, 
Upon  uneasy  pallets  stretching  thee. 
And  hush'd  with  buzzing  night-flies  to  thy  slumber; 
Than  in  the  perfum'd  chambers  of  the  great. 
Under  the  canopies  of  costly  state. 
And  luird  with  sounds  of  sweetest  melody? 
O  thou  dull  god,  why  liest  thou  with  the  vile. 
In  loathsome  beds;  and  leav'st  the  kingly  couch, 
A  watch-case  ^,  or  a  common  larum  bell  ? 
Wilt  thou  upon  the  high  and  giddy  mast 
Seal  up  the  ship-boy's  eyes,  and  rock  his  brains 
In  cradle  of  the  rude  imperious  surge ; 
And  in  the  visitation  of  the  winds. 
Who  take  the  ruffian  billows  by  the  top, 

1 A  watch^<ue  here  may  mean  the  case  of  a  watob4ight;  bit  the 
following  article,  cited  by  Stratt  in  his  Manners  and  Castovs, 
Tol.  iii.  p.  70,  from  an  old  inrentory,  may  throw  some  light  npos 
it : — '  Item,  a  laame  (larum)  or  WATCHE  of  iron,  m  am  kon  CASE, 
with  two  leaden  plumets.' 
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Curling  their  monstrous  heads,  and  hanging  them 
With  deaTnmg  clamours  in  the  slippery  clouds  ^^ 
That,  with  the  hurly^,  death  itself  awakes  ? 
Canst  thou,  O  partial  sleep !  give  thy  repose 
To  the  wet  sea-boy  in  an  hour  so  rude; 
And,  in  the  calmest  and  most  stillest  night. 
With  all  i^pliances  and  means  to  boot. 
Deny  it  to  a  king?  Then,  happy  low^,  lie  down! 
Fneasy  lies  the  head  that  wears  a  crown. « 

Enter  Warwick  and  Surrey. 

War.  Many  good  morrows  to  your  majesty  I 
jr.  Hen,  Is  it  good  morrow,  lords  ? 
War.  Tis  one  o'clock,  and  past. 
K.  Hen.  Why  then,  good  morrow  to  you  all  *,  my 
lords, 
Ha^e  you  read  o'er  thie  letters  that  I  sent  you? 
War.  We  haye,  my  liege. 
K.  Hen.  Then  you  perceive,  the  body  of  our 
kingdom 

'  Some  of  the  officious  modern  editors  altered  clouds  to  shrowdt, 
meaning  the  rope  ladders  of  a  ship,  thas  marring  the  pott's  noble 
image.  Sieeirens  jiidici(Hnlj  opposed  himself  to  this  i^teration, 
hot  was  wrong  in  asserting  that '  skrowda  had  anciently  the  same 
meamng  as  clouds,'  Shrowdes  were  covertures,  hiding  places  of 
anj  kind,  aerial  or  otherwise.  This  will  be  found  the  meaning 
of  the  word  in  all  the  passages  cited  hy  Steerens.  That  ckmds 
WIS  the  poet's  word  ^ere  can  be  no  doubt.  Thus  in  Julias 
Ctjsar:— 

* I  hare  seen 

The  ambitioas  ocean  swell,  and  rage,  and  foam, 
To  be  exalted  with  the  threatening  clouds,* 

*  Hwrly  is  a  noise  or  tumult.  As  hurly-burly  in  the  first  scene 
•f  Macbeth.     See  note  tibere. 

*  Warburton's  conjecture,  that  this  is  a  corrupt  reading  for 
Atftpy  lowhf  clown,  deserves  attention. 

*  This  mode  of  phraseology,  where  only  two  persons  are  adr 
dressed,  is  not  rery  correct ;  but  Shakspeare  has  used  it  again  in 
King  Henry  VI.  Part  ii.  where  York  addresses  his  two  friends 
Salisbury  and  Warwick. 
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How  foul  it  is ;  what  rank  diseases  grow. 
And  with  what  danger,  near  the  heart  of  it. 

War*  It  is  but  as  a  body,  yet^  distemper'd  ^ , 
Which  to  his  former  strength  may  be  restor'd,       « 

With  good  advice,  and  little  medicine : 

My  Lord  Northumberland  will  soon  be  cool'd.^ 

K.  Hen.  O  heaven !  that  one  might  read  the  book 
of  fate; 
And  se^  the  revolution  of  the  times 
Make  mountains  level,  and  the  continent 
(Weary  of  solid  firmness)  melt  itself 
Into  the  sea!  and,  other  times,  to  see 
The  beachy  girdle  of  the  ocean 
Too  wide  for  Neptune's  hips^ ;  how  chances  mock, 
And  changes  fill  the  cup  of  alteration 
With  divers  liquors !  O,  if  this  were  seen®. 
The  happiest  youth, — viewing  his  progress  through. 
What  perils  past,  what  crosses  to  ensue, — 
Woul(Lshut  the  book,  and  sit  him  down  and  die. 
'TIS  not  ten  years  gone. 

Since  Richard,  and  Northumberland,  great  friends. 
Did  feast  together,  and,  in  two  years  after. 
Were  they  at  wars :  It  is  but^eight  years  since 
This  Percy  was  the  man  nearest  my  soul ; 

^  IHstemperedm%%sifi  disordered,  skk;  being  only  in  that  state 
which  foreruns  or  produces  diseases. 
^        '  When  I  hare  seen  the  hongpry  ocean  gain 
Adyantage  on  the  kingdom  of  the  shore, 
And  the  firm  soil  win  of  the  wat'ry  main. 
Increasing  store  with  loss,  and  loss  with  store. 
When  I  have  seen  sach  interchange  of  state,*  &c. 

Shakspeare's  sixtff-foiirtk  Somnei, 
^  This  and  the  three  following  lines  are  from  the  quarto  copy. 
Johnson  having  misunderstood  the  line : — 

'  What  perils  past,  what  crosses  to  ensue ;' 
it  may  be  necessary  to  remark  that  the  perils  are  spoken  of  pro- 
spectively^  as  seen  by  the  youth  in  the  book  of  fate.     The  oo»- 
Btruction  b  *  What  perils  haomg  been  past,  what  orotaet  mn  to 
ensue.' 
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Who  like  a  broiler  toil'd  in  my  affairs. 
And  laid  his  loye  and  life  under  my  foot ; 
Yea,  for  my  sake,  even  to  the  eyes  of  Richard, 
Gave  him  defiance.     But  which  of  you  was  by  ^, 
(You,  cousin  Nevil^®,  as  I  may  remember,) 

[To  Warwick. 
When  Richard, — with  his  eye  brimfull  of  tears, 
Then  check'd  and  rated  by  Northumberland, — 
Did  speak  these  words,  now  prov'd  a  prophecy  ? 
NortkumberUmd,  thou  ladder,  by  the  which 
My  cousin  Bolingbrohe  ascends  my  throne ; — 
Though  then,  heaven  knows,  I  had  no  such  intent; 
But  that  necessity  so  bow'd  the  state. 

That  I  and  greatness  were  compell'd  to  kiss : 

The  time  shall  come,  thus  did  he  follow  it, 
7%e  time  will  come,  that  foul  sin,  gathering  Itead, 
Shall  break  into  corruption  .'-^ so  went  on, 
Fortelling  this  same  time's  condition. 
And  the  division  of  our  amity. 

War.  There  is  a  history  in  all  men's  lives. 
Figuring  the  nature  6f  the  time's  deceas'd : 
The  which  observ'd,  a  man  may  prophesy, 
With  a  near  aim,  of  the  main  chance  of  tilings 
As  yet  not  come  to  life ;  which  in  their  seeds. 
And  weak  beginnings,  lie  intreasured. 
Such  things  become  the  hatch  and  brood  of  time ; 
And,  by  tiie  necessary  form  of  this. 
King  Richard  might  create  a  perfect  guess, 

*  The  reference  is  to  King  Richard  II.  Act  ir.  Sc.  2 :  bat 
neither  Warwick  nor  the  king  were  present  at  that  conversation. 
Henrj  bad  then  ascended  the  throne;  either  the  king's  or  the 
poet's  memorj  failed  him. 

^®  The  earldom  of  Warwick  was  at  this  time  in  the  family  of 
Beauekan^,  and  did  not  come  into  that  of  the  Nevils  till  many 
years  after:  when  Anne,  the  daughter  of  this  earl,  married 
Bichard  NevU,  son  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  who  makes  a  con- 
Bpicaons  figure  in  the  Third  Part  of  Kbg  Henry  VI.  under  the 
tide  of  Earl  of  Warmci. 

VOL.  V.  *  E  E 
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That  great  Northumberland,  then  false  to  hhn, 
Would,  of  that  seed,  grow  to  a  greater  Mseness ; 
Which  should  not  find  a  ground  to  root  upon. 
Unless  on  you. 

K.  Hen.  Are  these  tlungs  then  necessities? 

Then  let  us  meet  them  like  necessities  : — 
And  that  same  word  even  now  cries  out  on  us ; 
They  say,  the  bishop  and  Northumberland 
Are  fifty  thousand  strong. 

War.  It  cannot  be,  my  lord ; 

Rumour  doth  double,  like  the  voice  and  echo. 
The  numbers  of  the  fear'd ; — Please  it  your  grace 
To  go  to  bed  j  upon  my  life,  my  lord. 
The  powers  that  you  already  have  sent  forth. 
Shall  bring  this  prize  in  very  easily. 
To  comfort  you  the  more,  I  have  receiv'd 
A  certain  instance,  that  Glendower  is  dead  ". 
Your  majesty  hath  been  this  fortnight  ill ; 
And  these  unseason'd  hours,  perforce,  must  add 
Unto  your  sickness. 

K.  Hen.  I  will  take  your  counsel : 

And,  were  these  inward  wars  once  out  of  hand. 
We  would,  dear  lords,  unto  the  Holy  Land. 

[ExemU. 

SCENE  II.     Court  before  Justice  Shallow's  House 
in  Gloucestershire. 

Enter  Shallow  oTid  Silence,  meeting:  Mouldy, 
Shadow,  Wart,  Feeble,  Bull-calf,  and 
Servants^  behind, 

ShaL  Come  on,  come  on,  come  on;  give  me  year 
hand,  sir,  give  me  your  hand,  sir :  an  early  stirrer,  by 
the  rood^.  And  how  doth  my  good  cousin  Silence? 

"  Glendower  did  not  die  till  after  King  Henry  IV.  Shak- 
speare  was  led  into  this  error  by  Holinshed.  Vide  note  on  the 
First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.  Act  iii.  Sc.  1,  p.  190. 

'  The  rood  is  the  cross  or  crucifix.    Bode,  Sax. 
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SiL  Oood  morrow,  good  cousin  ShaUow. 

ShaL  And  how  doth  my  cousin,  your  bedfellow? 
and  your  fairest  daughter,  and  mine,  my  god-daugh* 
terEUen? 

Sil.  Alas,  a  black  ouzel,  coum  Shallow. 

Shal.  By  yea  and  nay,  sir,  I  dare  say,  my  cousin 
WiUiam  is  become  a  good  scholar :  He  u  at  Oxford, 
still,  is  he  not? 

SiL  Indeed,  sir;  to  my  oost. 

SluU.  He  must  then  to  Ihe  inns  of  court  shortly : 
I  was  once  of  Cleinent's-inn ;  where,  I  tlunk,  they 
will  talk  of  mad  Shallow  yet. 

SiL  You  were  called — lusty  Shallow,  then,  cousin. 

ShaL  By  the  mass,  I  was  called  any  thing;  and 
I  would  have  done  any  thing,  indeed,  and  roundly 
too.  There  was  I,  and  little  John  Doit  of  StalSbrd- 
shire,  and  black  George  Bare,  and  Francis  Pick- 
bone,  and  Will  Squele  a  Cotswold  man^, — you  had 
not  four  such  swinge-bucklers^  in  all  the  inns  of 
court  again :  and,  I  may  say  to  you,  we  knew  where 
the  bona-robas^  were;  and  had  the  best  of  them  all 

^  ^  The  Cotswold  HiUs  in  Gloncestershire  -were  famous  for 
roraJ  sports  of  all  kinds ;  hj  distinguishing  Will  Sqaele  as  a 
Cotswc^d  man.  Shallow  meant  to  have  it  understood  that  he  was 
welWersed  in  manly  exercises,  and  consequently  of  a  daring  spirit 
and  athletic  constitution.  In  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert DoTer,  a  public  spirited  attorney  of  Barton  on  the  Heath, 
Warwickshire,  estaUished  there  annual  sports,  which  he  super- 
intended in  person.  They  were  celebrated  in  a  scarce  poetical 
tract,  entitled  Annalia  Dubrensia,  16S6,  4to.  The  games  in- 
cluded wrestling,  leaping,  pitching  the  bar,  handling  the  pike, 
dancing,  and  hunting.  Slender  tells  Page  that  he  has  heard  say 
that  his  fallow  greyhound  was  outran  upon  CotsaU,  See  Merry 
Wives  of  Windsor,  Sc.  1. 

'  Swmge-buchlers  and  awashAntchlera  were  terms  implying  rakea 
and  riotera  in  the  time  of  Shakspeare.  See  a  note  on  sword  and 
buckler  men  in  the  First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.  Act  i.  Sc.  3, 
p.  121. 

^  '  Buonorroba,  as  we  say,  good  staff  j  a  good  wholesome 
plump  cheeked  wench.'     Fhrio, 
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at  commaiidment.  Then  was  Jack  Falstoff,  now 
Sir  John,  a  boy :  and  page  to  Thomas  Mowbray, 
duke  of  Norfolk. 

Sil,  This  Sir  John,  cousin,  that  comes  hither 
anon  about  soldiers  ? 

Shal.  The  same  Sir  John,  the  very  same.  I  saw 
him  break  Skogan's^  head  at  the  court  gate,  when 
he  was  a  crack ^,  not  thus  high:  and  the  very  same 
day  did  I  fight  with  one  Sampson  StocK^sh,  a 
fruiterer,  behind  Gray's  Inn.  O,  the  mad  days  that 
I  have  spent  I  and  to  see  how  many  of  mine  old 
acquaintance  are  dead ! 

Sii.  We  shall  all  follow,  cousin. 

^  There  has  been  a  doaghtj  dispute  between  Messievrs  Ritsoi 
and  Malone  whether  there  were  two  Scogans,  Henry  and  John^ 
or  only  one.  Shakspeare  probably  got  his  idea  of  Scogan  from 
his  jests,  which  were  published  by  Andrew  Borde  in  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  VIII.  Holinshed,  speaking  of  the  distinguished 
persons  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  time,  mentions  '  Scogan^  a 
learned  gentleman,  and  student  for  a  time  in  Oxford,  of  a  plea- 
f  aunte  witte,  and  bent  to  mery  devises,  in  respecte  whereof  he 
was  called  into  the  courte,  where  giving  himself  to  his  natural 
inclination  of  mirthe  and  pleasaunt  pastime,  he  plaied  many 
sporting  parts,  althonshe  not  in  suche  uncivil  manner  as  hath 
bene  of  hym  reported.  The  uncivil  reports  have  relation  to  the 
above  jests.  Ben  Johnson  introduces  Scogan  with  Skelton  ia 
his  Masque  of  The  Fortunate  Isles,  and  describes  him  thus: — 

' Skogan,  what  was  he  ? 

O,  a  fine  gentleman,  and  master  of  arts 

Of  Henry 'the  Fourth's  time,  that  made  disg^es 

For  the  king's  sons,  and  writ  in  ballad  royid 

Daintily  weU. 

In  rhyme,  fine  tinkling  rhyme,  and  flowing  verse. 
With  now  and  then  some  sense!  and  he  was  paid  for't. 
Regarded,  and  rewarded ;  which  few  poets 
Are  nowadays.' 
Among  the  miscellaneous  pieces  appended  to  Speght's  Chaucer 
is  a  Moral  Balade,  sent  to  our  Prince  Henry  and  his  brothers 
'  at  a  supper  among  the  marchants  in  the  vintry,  by  Henry 
Scogan,*  One  of  Chaucer's  poems  is  entitled '  L'Envoy  of  Chaucer 
to  Scogan.' 
'  A  crack  is  a  bog. 
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ShaL  Ceitab,  'tis  certain;  very  sure,  yery  sure: 
death,  as  the  Psaimist  saith,  is  certain  to  all :  all 
shall  die.  How  a  good  yoke  of  bullocks  at  Stam- 
ford fair? 

SiL  Truly,  cousin,  I  was  not  there. 

ShaL  Death  is  certain.— Is  old  Double  of  your 
town  living  yet? 

Sil.  Dc^,  sir. 

SluJ.  Dead ! — See,  see ! — he  drew  a  good  bow ; — 
And  dead ! — he  shot  a  fine  shoot: — John  <^  Graunt 
loved  him  well,  and  betted  much  money  on  his  head. 
Dead ! — he  would  have  clapped  i'the  clout  at  twelve 
score  ^ ;  and  carried  you  a  forehand  shaft  a  fourteen 
and  fourteen  and  a  balf,  that  it  would  have  done  a 

man's  heart  good  to  see. How  a  score  of  ewes 

now? 

Sil.  Thereaft^  as  they  be :  a  score  of  good  ewes 
may  be  worth  ten  pounds. 

ShaL  And  is  old  Double  dead ! 

Enter  Bardolph,  and  one  with  him. 

SiL  Here  come  two  of  Sir  John  Falstafifs  men^ 
as  I  think. 

Bard.  Good  morrow,  honest  gentlemen:  I  be- 
seech you,  which  is  Justice  Shallow? 

ShaL  I  am  Robert  Shallow,  sir;  a  poor  esquire 
of  this  county,  and  one  of  the  king's  justices  of  the 
peace:  What  is  your  good  pleasure  with  me? 

Bard.  My  captain,  sir,  commends  him  to  you; 
my  captain,  Sir  John  FalstaiF;  a  tall  gentleman,  by 
heaven,  and  a  most  gallant  leader. 

ShaL  He  greets  me  well,  sir ;  I  knew  him  a  good 

'  Hit  the  white  mark  at  twelve  score  yards.  By  the  statute 
33  Hen.  VIII.  c.  9,  every  person  tamed  of  seventeen  years  of 
age,  who  shoots  at  a  less  distance  than  twelve  score,  is  to  forfeit 
six  sJuUings  and  eight  peaoe. 

E  E2 
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foi^ckswordmaii:  How  doth  the  good  knight?  may 
I  ask,  how  my  lady  his  wife  doth? 

Bard,  Sir,  pardon ;  a  soldier  is  better  accommo- 
dated, than  with  a  wife. 

SImL  It  is  well  said,  in  faith,  sir ;  and  it  is  well 
said  indeed  too.  Better  accommodated! — it  is 
good :  yea,  indeed,  it  is  :  good  phrases  are  surely, 
and  ever  were,  very  commendable.  Accommo-* 
dated! — it  comes  from  accomniodo :  y^tj  good;  a 
good  phrased 

.  Bard,  Pardon  me,  sir;  I  have  heard  the  word. 
Phrase,  call  you  it  ?  By  this  good  day,  I  know  not 
the  phrase ;  but  I  will  maintain  the  word  with  my 
sword,  to  be  a  soldierlike  word,  and  a  word  of  ex- 
ceeding good  command.  Accommodated ;  That  is, 
when  a  man  is,  as  they  say,  accommodated;  or, 
when  a  man  is, — ^being, — whereby, — he  may  be 
thought  to  be  accommodated;  which  is  an  excel- 
lent thing. 

Enter  Falstaff. 

Shah  It  is  very  just: — Look,  here  comes  good 
Sir  John. — Give  me  your  good  hand,  give  me  your 
worship's  good  hand :  By  my  troth,  you  look  well, 
and  bear  your  years  very  well :  welcome,  good  Sir 
John. 

FaL  I  am  glad  to  see  you  well,  good  master  Ro- 
bert Shallow : — Master  Sure-card,  as  I  think. 

®  It  appears  that  it  was  fashionable  in  the  poet's  time  to  in- 
trodace  this  yior A, accommodate  apon  all  occasions.  Ben  Jonson, 
in  his  Discoveries,  calls  it  one  of  the  perfumed  terms  of  the  time. 
The  indefinite  nse  of  it  is  well  ridicaled  by  Bardolph*8  vain 
attempt, to  define  it.  In  Every  Man  in  his  Hnmoor,  Ben  John- 
son calls  it  one  of  the  words  of  action : — 

'  Hostess,  ac^mmodate  us  with  another  bedstaff — 
The  woman  does  not  understand  the  words  of  action.* 
He  has  another  fling  at  its  improper  use  in  the  Poetaster :— 
'  Will  yon  present  and  accommodate  it  to  the  gentle 
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Shal.  No,  Sir  John ;  it  is  my  cousin  Silence,  in 
commission  with  me. 

Fal.  Good  master  Silence,  it  well  befits  you  should 
be  of  the  peace. 

Sil.  Your  good  worship  is  welcome. 

Fid,  Fye !  diis  is  hot  weather. — Qentlemen,  have 
you  provided  me  here  half  a  dozen  sufficient  men? 

Shal.  Marry,  have  we,  sir.     Will  you  sit  ? 

FaL  Let  me  see  them,  "I  beseech  you. 

Shal,  Where's  the  roll?  where's  the  roll?  where's 
the  roll? — Let  me  see,  let  me  see.  So,  so,  so,  so: 
Yea,  marry,  sir: — Ralph  Mouldy: — let  them  ap- 
pear as  I  call;  let  them  do  so,  let  them  do  so. 

Let  me  see ;  Where  is  Mouldy  ? 

Moul,  Here,*  an't  please  you. 

ShaL  What  think  you.  Sir  John  ?  a  good  limbed 
fellow :  young,  strong,  and  of  good  friends. 

FaL  Is  thy  name  Mouldy  ? 

Moul.  Yea,  an't  please  you. 

FaL  Tis  the  more  time  thou  wert  used. 

ShaL  Ha,  ha, ha!  most  excellent,  i'faith!  things, 
that  are  mouldy,  lack  use :  Very  singular  good ! — 
In  faith,  well  said.  Sir  John ;  very  well  said. 

faL  Prick  him.  [To  Shallow. 

MouL  I  was  pricked  well  enough  before,  an  you 
could  have  let  me  alone :  my  old  dame  will  be  un- 
done now,  for  one  to  do  her  husbandry,  and  her 
drudgery :  you  need  not  to  have  pricked  me ;  there 
are  other  men  fitter  to  go  out  than  I. 

FaL  Go  to ;  peace.  Mouldy,  you  shall  go.  Mouldy, 
it  is  time  you  were  spent 

Mould.  Spent! 

ShaL  Peace,  fellow,  peace ;  stand  aside ;  Know 
you  where  you  are  ? — For  the  other,  Sir  John : — let , 
me  see ; — Simon  Shadow ! 

FaL  Ay  marry,  let  me  have  him  to  sit  under: 
he's  like  to  be  a  cold  soldier. 
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Sfea/.  Where's  Shadow? 

Shad,  Here,  sir. 

Fal.  Shadow,  whose  son  art  thou  '^ 

Shad,  My  mother's  son,  sir? 

FaL  Thy  mother's  son!  like  enou^;  and  thy 
father's  shadow :  so  the  son  of  the  female  is  the 
shadow  of  the  male :  It  is  often  so,  indeed ;  but  nol 
much  of  the  father's  substance. 

ShaL  Do  you  like  htm,  Sir  3cAm1 

FaL  Shadow  will  serve  for  summer, — prick  bim; 
— for  we  have  a  number  of  shadows  to  fill  up  the 
muster-book. 

ShaL  Thomas  Wart! 

FaL  Where's  he? 

Wart,  Here,  sir. 

FaL  Is  thy  name  Wart  ? 

Wart,  Yea,  sir. 

Fai,  Tliou  art  a  very  ragged  wart 

ShaL  Shall  I  prick  him.  Sir  John? 

FaL  It  were  superfluous;  for  hb  apparel  is  built 
upon  his  back,  and  the  whole  frame  stands  upon 
pins :  prick  him  no  more. 

ShaL  Ha,  ha,  ha! — you  can  do  it,  sir;  you  can 
do  it :  I  commend  you  well. — Francis  Feeble ! , 

Fee,  Here,  sir. 

FaL  What  trade  art  thou,  Feeble? 

Fee,  A  woman's  tailor,  sir. 

ShaL  Shall  I  prick  him,  sir  ? 

FaL  You  may :  but  if  he  had  been  a  man's  tailor, 
he  would  have  pricked  you. — Wilt  thou  make  as 
many  holes  in  an  enemy's  battle,  as  thou  hast  done 
in  a  woman's  petticoat? 

Fee.  I  will  do  my  good  will,  sir ;  you  can  have 
no  more. 

FaL  Well  said,  good  woman's  tailor!  well  said, 
courageous  Feeble  I  Thou  wilt  be  as  valknt  as  the 
wrathful  dove,  or  most  magnanimovs  nioos^. — 
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Prick  the  woman's  tailor  well,  nmster  Shallow ;  deep, 
master  Shallow. 

Fee.  I  would.  Wart  might  have  gone,  sir.  * 

Fal.  I  would,  thou  wert  a  man*s  tailor;  that  thou 
might'st  mend  him,  and  make  him  fit  to  go.  I  can- 
not put  him  to  a  private  soldier,  that  is  the  leader  of 
so  many  thousands :  Let  that  suffice,  most  forcible 
Feeble. 

Fee.  It  shall  suffice,  sir. 

Fal.  I  am  bound  to  thee,  reverend  Feeble. — 
Who  is  next? 

Shal.  Peter  Bull-calf  of  the  green ! 

Fal.  Yea,  marry,  let  us  see  Bull-calf. 

Bull.  Here,  sir. 

Fal.  Tore  God,  a  likely  fellow  ! — Come,  prick 
me  Bull-calf  till  he  roar  again. 

Bull.  O  lord !  good  my  lord  captain, — 

Fal.  What,  dost  thou  roar  before  thou  art  pricked  ? 

BuU.  O  lord,  sir !  I  am  a  diseased  man. 

Fal.  What  dbease  hast  thou  ? 

BuU.  A  i^horeson  cold,  sir ;  a  cough,  sir ;  which 
I  caught  with  ringing  in  the  king's  affairs,  upon  his 
coronation-day,  sir. 

Fal.  Come,  thou  shalt  go  to  the  wars  in  a  gown; 
we  will  have  away  thy  cold ;  and  I  will  take  such 
order,  that  thy  friends  shall  ring  for  thee. — >Is  here 
all? 

Shal.  Here  is  two^  more  called  than  your  num- 
ber ;  you  inust  have  but  four  here,  sir ; — and  so,  I 
pray  you,  go  in  with  me  to  dinner. 

Fal.  Come,  I  will  go  drink  with  you,  but  I  cannot 
tarry  dinner.  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  in  good  troth, 
master  Shallow. 

/SAa/.  O,  Sir  John,  do  you  remember  since  we 

'  There  is  in  fact  bat  one  more  called  than  Falstaft*  requires), 
perhaps  we  might  with  Mr.  Capel  omit  the  word  ^oo." 


,y  Google 


Stt  9BCOND  PART  OF  ACT  in. 

lay  aU  nigiit  in  the  wu^bull  ia  Saial  Oeofge't 
Fields. 

Fal,  No  more  of  that,  goo^  master  Shallow,  no 
■KMreof  that 

Shal.  Ha,  it  was  a  merry  mglit.  And  is  Jane 
Nigfat-work  alive. 

Fal.  She  lives,  master  Shallow. 
•    SkaL  She  never  could  away  with  me  ^^. 

Fal,  Never,  never:  she  would  always  say,  die 
could  not  ahide  master  Shallow. 

ShaL  By  the  mass,  I  could  anger  her  to  the 
heart.  She  was  then  a  bona-4roha.  Doth  she  hdd 
her  own  well  ? 

Fal.  Old,  old,  master  Shallow. 

ShaL  'Say,  she  must  be  old;  she  cannot  dioose 
but  be  old;  certain,  she's  old;  and  had  Robin 
Night-work  by  old  Night-work,  before  I  came  to 
Qem^f  s  Inn. 

Sil.  That's  fiffcy-five  years  ago. 

ShaL  Ha,  cousin  Silence,  that  thou  hadst  seen 
tiiat  ^t  this  knight  and  I  have  se^n ! — Ha,  Sir 
John,  said  I  well? 

Fal.  We  have  heard  the  chimes  at  midnight, 
master  Shallow. 

SSkaL  That  we  have,  that  we  have,  that  we  have; 
in  faith.  Sir  John,  we  have;  our  watdi-word  was, 
Hetn,boys! — Come,  let's  to  dinner;  come,  lefs  to 
dinner: — O,  the  days  that  we  have  seen! — Come, 
come.  [Exeunt  Tajl.  Shal.  and  Silencs. 

Bull.  Good  master  corporate  Bardolph,  stand 

'^  This  was  a  common  expression  of  dislike ;  which  is  eyes 
tised  at  a  later  period  by  Locke  in  his  Condnct  of  the  Under- 
standing. It  is  of  some  antiquity  also ;  for  I  find  it  freqseiidy 
in  Horman's  Vnlgaria,  1519 : — '  He  ca$mot  awojf  to  marry  Thetis, 
or  to  lie  with  her :  Thetidis  connabia  vitat.  I  conmot  away  to 
be  gnilty  of  dissembling :  Non  sastineo  esser  conscioa  mihl 
dissimnlanti.  I  catmot  aaomf  with,  or  agree  with,  so  many  i 
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my  friend ;  and  here  is  four  Harry  ten  shilMngs^^  in 
French  crowns  for  you.  In  very  truth,  sir,  I  had 
as  Uef  be  hanged,  sir,  as  go :  and  yet,  for  mine  own 
part,  sir,  I  do  not  care ;  but  rather,  because  I  am 
unwilling,  and,  fcHr  mme  own  part,  ha^e  a  desire  to 
stay  with  my  friends ;  else^  sir,  I  did  not  care,  for 
mine  own  part,  so  much. 

Bard,  Go  to;  stand  aside. 

MauL  And,  good  master  corporal  captain,  for  my 
old  dame's  sake,  stand  my  friend :  she  has  nobody 
to  do  any  thing  about  her,  when  I  am  gone :  and 
she  is  old,  and  cannot  help  herself:  you  shall  have 
forty,  sir. 

Bard.  Go  to ;  stand  aside. 

Fee.  By  my  troth,  I  care  not; — a  man  can  die 
bat  once; — we  owe  God  a  death; — I'll  ne'er  bear 
ft  base  mind : — an't  be  my  destiny,  so ;  an't  be  not^ 
so:  No  man's  too  good  to  serve  his  prince;  and, 
let  it  go  which  way  it  will,  he  that  dies  this  year, 
b  quit  for  the  next. 

Bard,  Well  said ;  thou'rt  a  good  fellow. 

Fee.  'Faith,  I'll  bear  no  base  mind. 

J^e-enter  Falstaff,  and  Justices. 

Fal.  Come,  sir,  which  men  shall  I  have  ? 
Shall.  Four,  of  which  you  please. 
Bard.  Sir,   a  word  with  you: — I  have  three 
pound  ^*  to  free  Mouldy  and  Bull-calf. 
FaL  Go  to;  well. 
Shal.  Come,  Sir  John,  which  four  will  you  have  ? 

"  There  were  no  coins  of  ten  shillings  valne  in  Henry  the 
Fourth's  time.  Shakspeare's  Harry  ten  shillings  were  those  of 
Henry  VII.  or  VIII.  He  thonght  that  those  might  do  for  any 
other  Henry. 

^  Bardolph  was  to  have  four  pound :  perhaps  he  means  to 
conbeal-part  of  his  profit. 


,y  Google 


824  SJSCOND  PART  OF  ACT  III.. 

FaL  Do  you  choose  for  me. 

Shal.  Marry  then, — ^Mouldy,  Bull-calf,  Feeble, 
and  Shadow. 

FaL  Mouldy,  and  Bull-calf: — For  you.  Mouldy, 
stay  at  home  till  you  are  past  service: — and,  for 
your  part,  Bull-calf, — grow  till  you  come  unto  it; 
I  will  none  of  you. 

ShaL  Sir  John,  Sir  John,  do  not  yourself  wrong: 
they  are  your  likeliest  men,  and  I  would  have  you 
served  with  the  best. 

Fal.  Will  you  tell  me,  master  Shallow,  how  to 
choose  a  man?  Care  T  for  the  limb,  the  thewes^^, 
the  stature,  bulk,  and  big  assemblance  of  a  man! 
Give  me  the  spirit,  master  Shallow. — -Here^s  Wart; 
— you  see  what  a  ragged  appearance  it  is :  he  shall 
charge  you,  and  discharge  you,  with  the  motion  of 
a  pewterer's  hammer;  come  off,  and  on,  swifter 
than  he  that  gibbets-on  the  brewer's  bucket  And 
this  same  half-fac'd  fellow,  Shadow, — give  me  this 
man ;  he  presents  no  mark  to  the  enemy ;  the  foe- 
man  may  with  as  great  aim  level  at  the  edge  of  a 
penknife :  And,  for  a  retreat, — how  swiftly  will  this 
Feeble,  the  woman's  tailor,  run  off?  O,  give  me  the 

>'  Shakspeare  uses  themes  in  a  sense  almost  pecoliar  to  kim- 
se]  f,  for  mmaadar  strength  or  sinews.  Thus  in  J  olios  Caesar,  Act  i. 
Sc.3:- 

* Romans  now 

Have  thewes  and  limbs  like  to  their  ancestors.' 
And  in  Hamlet,  Act  i.  Sc.  3 : — <  For  natore,  crescent,  does  not 
grow  alone  in  thewes  and  bolk.'  In  ancient  writers  <Aeice«  gene- 
rally signify  nuumerSf  behaviour,  or  qualities  of  the  mind  or  dispo- 
sition: in  which  sense  it  is  used  by  Chancer,  Spenser,  Ben 
Jonson,  and  others.  Johnson  derives  the  word,  in  this  latter 
sense,  from  theaw^  Sax. ;  and  in  the  former  from  tkeow,  a  thigh. 
Philips,  in  his  World  of  Words,  has  <  thiyht,  well  compacted,  or 
knit;'  which  he  dbtingnishes  as  an  old  word.  I 'do  not  find  it 
elsewhere. 
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Spare  men,  and  spare  me  the  great  ones. — Put  me 
a  caliver^^  into  Wart's  hand,  Bardolph. 

fiord.  Hold,  Wart,  traverse ^^:  thus,  thus,  thus. 

FaL  Come,  manage  me  your  caliver.  So : — ^very 
well : — go  to : — ^very  good :— exceeding  good. — O, 
give  me  always  a  little,  lean,  old,  chapped,  bald 
shot^^ — ^Well  said,  i'faith  Wart;  thou'rt  a  good 
scab :  hold,  there's  a  tester  for  thee. 

ShaL  He  is  not  his  craft's-master,  he  doth  not  do 
it  right.  I  remember  at  Mile-end  green  ^^  (when  I 
lay  at  Clement's  Inn, — I  was  then  Sir  Dagonet  in 
Ajthur's  show^®),  there  was  a  little' quiver  ^^  fellow, 

*^  A  calwer  was  less  and  lighter  than  (f  mnsket ;  and  was  fired 
withoat  a  rest.  FalstafiTs  meaning  is  that  thoagh  Wart  is  unfit 
for  a  mtiBqaeteer,  jet,  if  armed  with  a  lighter  piece,  he  may  do 
good  service. 

^^  Traverse  was  an  ancient  military  term  for  fuarch !  Thus,  in 
Othello,  lago  says  to  Roderigo: — '  Traverse;  go;  provide  thy 
money*' ,  '  Traverse  (says  Bollokar),  to  march  np  and  down,  or 
to  move  the  feet  with  proportion,  as  in  dancing.' 

^^  Shot,  for  shooter.  So  in  The  Exercise  of  Arms,  1609  :— 
'  First  of  all  is  in  this  figure  showed  to  every  shot  how  he  shall 
stand  and  march,  and  carry  his  caliver,*  &c. 

'7  Mile  End  Oreem  was  the  place  for  public  sports  and  exer- 
cise*. Stowe  mentions  that,  in  1585,  4()00  citizens  were  trained 
and  exercised  there.  And  again,  that  30,000  citizens  shewed  on 
the  27th  of  Angnst,  1599,  on  the  MUes-end;  where  they  trained 
all  that  day  and  other  dayes  nnder  their  captaines  (also  citizens) 
nntil  the  4th  of  September.  The  papils  of  this  nulitary  school 
were  thought  but  slightly  of.  Shakspeare  has  already  referred 
to  MiU  End  and  its  military  exercises  rather  contemptuously  in 
Airs  Well  that  Ends  Well,  Act  iv.  Sc.  8. 

'^  Arthur* s  show  was  not,,  as  some  have  supposed,  a  masque  or 
pageant,  in  which  an  exact  representation  of  Arthur  and  his 
knights  was  made,  but  an  exhibition  of  Toxopholites,  styling 
themselves  '  The  Auncient  Order,'  Society,  and  Unitie  laudab!e 
of  Prince  Arthure  and  his  Knightly  Armory  of  the  Round  Table.' 
The  associates  of  which  were  fifty-eight  in  number,  taking  the 

>'  Quiver  is  nimble,  active,  *  There  is  a  maner  of  fishe  that 
hyght  mugill  which  is  full  quiver  and  a'wifie,* ^Sartholomeus, 
1535. 

VOL.  V.  F  F 
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and  a'  would  mani^  you  his  piece  t^us :  and  'a 
would  about,  and  about,  and  come  you  in,  and 
come  you  in :  r«A,  tah,  tahy  would  'a  say ;  bounce, 
would  'a  say;  and  away  again  would  'a  go,  and 
again  would  'a  come:-^!  shall  never  see  such  a 
f^ow. 

FaL  These  fellows  will  do  well,  master  Shallow. 
— God  keep  you,  master  Silence;  I  will  not  use 
many  words  witii  you : — Fare  you  well,  gentlemen 
bodi :  I  thank  you :  I  must  a  dozen  mile  to-night-^ 
Bardolph,  gire  the  soldiers  coats* 

^mL  Sir  John,  heaven  bless  you^  and  prosper 
your  affairs,  and  send  us  peace !  As  you  return,  visit 
my  house ;  let  our  old  acquaii^nee  be  renewed : 
peradventure,  I  will  with  you  to  the  court 

FaL  I  would  you  would,  master  Shallow. 

ShaL  €ro  to;  I  have  spoke,  at  a  word.  Fare  you 
WelL  [Exeunt  Shallow  and  Silence. 

FaL  Fare  you  well,  genUe  gentlemen.  On,  Bar- 
dolph; lead  the  men  away.  [Exeunt  Bardolph,. 
!feecruits,^c.]  As  I  return,  I  wHl  fetch  off  these 
jusdctes  :  I  do  see  the  bottoM  of  Justice  Shallow. 

names  of  the  knights  in  the  romantic  history  of  that  chirakic 
worthy.    According  to  their  historian  and  poet,  Richard  Robin- 
son, this  society  was  estaUished  by  charter  under  King  fienry 
the  Eighth,  who,  'when  he  sawe  a  good  archer  indeede,  he  chose 
him  and  ordained  such  a  one  for  a  knight  of  this  order.'  Robin- 
son's book  was  printed  in  1583,  and  in  a  MS.  list  of  his  own 
works,  now  in  the  British  Museum,  He  says, '  Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 
her  majestie's  customer,  representing  himself  Prince  Arthur, 
gave  me  fbr  his  booke  ir*.    His  56  knightes  gave  me  every  one 
for  his  xviij*,  and  every  Esq"*  for  his  booke  viij***,  when  they 
6hott  under  the  same  Prince  Arthure  at  Myles  end  green.' 
Shakspeare  has  admirabhr  heightened  the  ridicule  of  Shallow's 
vanity  and  folly,  by  making  him  boast  in  this  parenthesis  that 
he  wa»  Sir  DagoAetf  who,  though  one  of  the  knights,  is  also  repre- 
"".nted  in  the  romance  as  King  Arthur's  fool.    This  society  is< 
'>*ndtioed  by  Richard  Muloaster  ^ho  was  a  member)  in  his 
^  Gonoeming  the  training  up  of  Children,  1681,  in  a  passage 
Bunicated  to  Malone  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowie. 
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Lord,  lord,  how  subject  we  old  men  are  to  this  vice 
of  lying !  This  same  starred  justice  hath  done  no* 
tiling  but  fNrate  to  me  of  the  wildness  of  his  youth, 
and  the  feats  he  hath  done  about  Tumbull  Street^ ; 
md  every  thkd  word  a  lie,  duer  paid  to  the  hearer 
than  the  Turk's  tribute.  I  do  remembar  him  at 
Clement's  Inn,  like  a  man  made  after  supper  of  a 
dieese-paring :  when  he  was  naked,  he  was,  for  all 
Ae  w<»rld,  like  a  forked  radish,  with  a  head  fantas- 
tically carved  upon  it  with  a  knife :  he  was  so  for- 
lorn, that  his  dimensions  to  any  thick  sight  were 
invincible^:  he  was  the  very  Genius  of  famine; 
yet  lecherous  as  a  monk^,  and  the  whores  called 
him — ^mandrake  ^:  he  came  ever  in  the  rear-ward 
of  the  fashion ;  and  sung  those  tunes  to  the  over- 
scutched^  huswives  that  he  heard  the  carmen  whis- 
tle, and  sware — they  were  his  fancies,  or  his  good- 
nights  ^.  And  now  is  this  Vice's  dagger^  become 
a  squire;  and  talks  as  familiarly  of  John  of  Gaunt, 

**  Turwbulhtreei,  or  Turnbail^trtet,  is  »  corro^tion  of  7tin»- 
miUstreetf  near  Clerkenwell;  anciently  the  resort  of  bullies, 
rogues,  and  other  dissolute  perisons.  The  reader  will  remember 
its  vicinity  to  Ruffians*  HaU,  now  Smithfield  Market.  Pickt 
Hatch,  a  celebrated  brothelry,  is  supposed  to  have  been  situate 
in  or  near  Tumbull-street. 

^  Steevens  has  adopted  Rowe's  alteration  of  this  word  itwim- 
eUtle  to  itwisibk  without  necessity.  The  word  is  metaphorically 
used  for  not  to  be  mastered  or  taken  in, 

»  See  Sir  Thomas  Brown's  Vulgiur  Brrors,  1686,  p.  72;  and 
note  on  Act  i.  Sc.  2,  p.  263,  of  this  play. 

^  i.  e.  whipped,  carted,  says  Pope ;  and  notwithstanding  John- 
son's doubts,  Pope  is  right.  A  scutcher  was  a  whip  or  riding 
rod,  according  to  Cotgrave,  And  for  a  further  illustration  of 
this  passage  the  reader,  curious  in  such  matters,  may  turn  to 
Torriano's  Italian  Dictionary,  1669,  in  y.  Trentuno. 

^  Titles  of  little  poems. 

^  For  some  account  of  the  Vice  and  his  dagger  of  lath  the 
reader  may  see  Twelfth  Night,  Act  iv.  Sc.  2,  note  16,  p.  377. 
There  is  something  excessively  ludicrous  in  the  comparison  of 
ftfaallow  to  this  powerless  weapon  of  that  droll  personage  the 
Old  Vice  or  fool. 
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as  if  he  had  been  sworn  brother  to  him :  and  111  be 
sworn  he  never  saw  him  but  once  in  the  Tilt-yard; 
and  then  he  burst  ^^  his  head,  for  crowding  among 
the  marshal's  men.  I  saw  it;  and  told  John  of 
Gaunt,  he  beat  his  own  name^;  for  you  might 
have  truss'd  him,  and  all  his  apparel,  into  an  eel- 
skin  ;  the  case  of  a  treble  haut-boy  was  a  mansion 
for  him,  a  court;  and  now  has  he  land  and  beeves. 
Well ;  I  will  be  acquainted  with  him,  if  I  return : 
and  it  shall  go  hard,  but  I  will  make  him  a  philo- 
sopher's two  stones^  to  me:  If  the  young  dace  be 
a  bait  for  the  old  pike,  I  see  no  reason,  in  the  law 
of  nature,  but  I  may  snap  at  him.  Let  time  shape, 
and  there  an  end.  [£2rt/. 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  I.     A  Faregt  in  Yorkshire. 

Enter  the  Archbishop  of  York,  Mowbray, 
Hastings,  and  Others. 

Arch.  What  is  this  forest  call'd? 

Bast.  Tis  Gualtree  forest,  an't  shall  please  your 

grace. 
Arch.  Here  stand,  my  lords;  and  send  discoverers 

forth, 
To  know  the  numbers  of  our  enemies. 

^  Burst,  brtut,  and  broheHf  were  formerly  sjnonjmoiis;  as  maj 
be  seen  onder  the  words  break  and  broken,  in  Baret.  The  Hostesa 
sajg  to  SI  J,  in  the  Induction  to  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  *  Yo« 
will  not  pay  for  the  glasses  you  have  burst.* 

^  Gaunt  is  thin,  slender. 

^  This  is  only  a  humorous  exaggerative  way  of  expreaaing, 
'  He  shall  be  more  than  the  philosopher's  stone  to  me,  or  twie^ 
as  good.    I  will  make  gold  out  of  him.' 
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Ekgt.  We  have  sent  forth  already. 

Arch.  Tis  well  done. 

My  friends,  and  brethren  in  these  great  aflyrs, 
I  must  acquaint  you  that  I  haye  receiy'd 
New-dated  letters  from  Northumberland; 
Their  cold  intent,  tenour,  and  substance,  thus : — 
Here  doth  he  wish  his  person,  with  such  powers 
As  might  hdd  sortance  ^  with  his  quality. 
The  which  he  could  not  levy ;  whereupon 
He  is  retir'd,  to  ripe  his  growing  fortunes. 
To  Scotland :  and  concludes  in  hearty  prayers. 
That  yonr  attonpts  may  oyerliye  the  hazard, 
And  f^urful  meting  of  their  opposite. 

Mowh.  Thus  do  the  hopes  we  haye  in  him  touch 
ground. 
And  dash  themselyes  to  pieces. 

Emter  a  Messenger. 

Hast,  Now,  what  news  ? 

Mess,  West  of  this  forest,  scarcely  off  a  mile. 
In  goodly  form  comes  on  the  enemy : 
And,  by  the  ground  they  hide,  I  judge  their  number 
Upon,  or  near,  the  rate  of  thirty  thousand. 

Mowh.  The  just  proportion  that  we  gaye  them  out, 
{iet  us  sway^  on,  and  face  them  in  the  field. 

Ewter  Westmoreland. 
Arch.  What  well  appointed'  leader  fronts  us  here  ? 
Mowh.  I  think,  it  is  my  lord  of  Westmoreland. 

'  Be  suitable. 

'  That  is,  Ut  us  pass  on  toith  our  armameni.  To  stoay  was 
Mmetimes  used  for  a  rushing  hasty  moyement.  Thas  Holinshed, 
p. ^86: — 'The  left  side  of  die  enemy  was  compelled  to  sway  a 
good  way  back  and  gire  gcoand.'  So  in  King  Henry  VI.  Part  III. 
Actii.  So.  5: — 

'  Now  sways  it  this  way  like  a  mighty  sea, 
Forc'd  by  the  tide  to  combat  with  the  wind ; 
Now  sways  it  that  way/  &c. 
^  Completely  accoatred. 

'  F  f2 
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Wett.  Health  and  fair  greeting  from  our  g«[ieral> 
The  prince.  Lord  John  and  duke  of  Lancaster. 

Arch.  Say  on,  my  lord  of  Westmoreland,  in  peace; 
What  doth  concern  your  coming? 

West.  Then,  my  lord, 

Unto  your  grace  do  I  in  chief  address 
The  substance  of  my  speech.     If  that  rebellion 
Came  like  itself,  in  base  and  abject  routs. 
Led  on  by  bloody^  youth,  guarded^  with  rage. 
And  countenanc'd  by  boys,  and  beggary ; 
I  say,  if  damn'd  commotion  so  appear'd. 
In  his  true,  native,  and  most  proper  shape. 
You,  reverend  father,  and  these  noble  lords. 
Had  not  been  here,  to  dress  the  ugly  form 
Of  base  and  bloody  insurrection 
With  your  fair  honours.     You,  lord  archbishop, — 
Whose  see  is  by  a  civil  peace  maintain'd ; 
Whose  beard  the  silver  hand  of  peace  hath  touch'd; 
Whose  learning  and  good  letters  peace  hath  tutor'd; 
Whose  white  investments^  figure  innocence. 
The  dove  and  very  blessed  spirit  of  peace, — 
Wherefore  do  you  so  ill  translate  yourself. 
Out  of  the  speech  of  peace,  that  bears  such  grace, 
Into  the  harsh  and  boistVous  tongue  of  war  ? 

*  Baret  earefallj  distinguishes  between  bloody,  full  of  blood, 
sanguineous,  aod  bloody,  desiroas  of  blood,  sangumarims.  In  this 
speech  Shakspeare  uses  the  word  in  both  senses. 
*  ^  Guarded  is  a  metaphor  taken  from  dress ;  to  guard  being  to 
ornament  with  gaards  or  facings.  Thus  in  The  Merchant  of 
Venice: — 

* give  him  a  livery 

More  guarded  than  his  fellows.' 
We  have  the  same  allnsion  in  the  former  part  of  this  play : — 
'  To  face  the  garment  of  rebellion 
With  some  fine  coloar,  that  may  please  the  eye 
Of  fickle  changelings,' 
^  '  Formerly  all  bishops  wore  white,  even  when  they  travd- 
led/ — Hodyls  History  of  Convocations,  p.  141.     This  white  in- 
vestment was  the  episcopal  rochet. 
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Tumiog  your  books  to  graves'^,  your  ink  to  blood. 
Your  pets  to  lances ;  and  your  tongue  divine 
To  a  loud  trumpet,  and  a  point  of  war? 
Arch.   Wherefore  do  I  this? — so  the  questiop 
stands. 
Briefly  to  this  end : — We  are  all  diseas'd ; 
And,  with  our  surfeiting,  and  wanton  hours, 
Have  brought  ourselves  into  a  burning  fever, 
And  we  must  bleed  for  it:  of  which  disease 
Our  late  king,  Richard,  being  infected,  died. 
But,  my  most  noble  lord  of  Westmoreland, 
I  take  not  on  me  here  as  a  physician ; 
Nor  do  I,  as  an  enemy  to  peace, 
Troop  in  the  throngs  of  military  men : 
But,  rather,  show  a  while  Uke  fearful  war. 
To  diet  rank  minds,  sick  of  happiness; 
And  purge  the  obstructions,  which  begin  to  stop 
Our  very  veins  of  life.     Hear  me  more  plainly. 
I  have  in  equal  balance  justly  weigh'd 
What  wrongs  our  arms  may  do,  what  wrongs  we 

suffer. 
And  find  our  griefs^  heavier  than  our  offences. 
We  see  which  way  the  stream  of  time  doth  run. 
And  are  enfort'd  firom  our  most  quiet  sphere^ 
By  the  rough  torrent  of  occasion : 
And  have  the  sunmiary  of  all  our  griefs, 
When  time  shall  serve,  to  show  in  articles ; 
Which,  long  ere  this,  we  offer'd  to  the  king, 
And  might  by  no  suit  gain  our  audience : 
When  we  are  wrong'd,  ahd  would  unfold  our  griefs, 

^  Warbarton  very  plausibly  reads  glaives,  Steevens  proposed 
greaves  ;  and  this  emendation  has  my  full  concnrrence.  It  should 
be  remarked  that  greanes,  or  leg-armour^  is  sometimes  spelt 
graves, 

®  Grievances. 

^  The  old  copies  read  *  from  our  most  quiet  <We.'  Warburton 
made  the  alteration ;  I  am  not  quite  persuaded  that  it  was  necea- 
.sary. 
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We  are  denied  Access  unto  his  pefsoo  ^ 

Even  by  tliose  men  that  most  have  done  us  wrong. 

The  dangers  of  the  days  but  newly  gone, 

(Whose  memory  is  written  on  the  earth 

With  yet-appearing  blood),  and  the  examples 

Of  every  minute's  instance  ^^  (present  now). 

Have  put  us  in  these  ill  beseeming  arms : 

Not  tp  break  peace,  or  any  branch  of  it; 

But  to  establish  here  a  peace  indeed, 

Concuning  bo&  in  name  and  quality. 

West.  When  erer  yet  was  your  appeal  denied? 
Wherein  have  you  been  galled  by  the  king  ? 
What  peer  hath  been  subom'd  to  grate  on  you  ? 
That  you  should  seal  this  lawless  bloody  book 
Of  forg'd  rebellion  with  a  seal  divine. 
And  consecrate  commotion's  bitter  edge  ^  ? 

Arek.  My  brother  general,  the  commonwealth,^ 
To  brother  bom  an  housdiold  cruelty, 
I  make  my  quarrd  in  particular^'. 

'^  In  Holinshed  the  Archbishop  nljs,  *  Wher«  he  and  hU 
companie  were  in  armes,  it  was  for  feare  of  the  king,  to  whov 
he  could  hare  no  free  acoease,  bj  reason  of  such  a  nraltitude  of 
flatterers  as  were  abont  him/ 

11  <  Examples  of  eyerj  nunnte's  instance'  are  '  Examplea 
which  erery  minnte  i$at<mce9  or  sapplies/  Which  eren  the 
present  minnte  presses  on  their  notioe. 

13  Commotion's  UtUr  edge  ?  that  is,  the  9dge  of  bitter  strife 
and  conmotum;  the  sword  of  rebellion.  This  line  is  omitted  i« 
the  folio. 

1'  The  second  line  of  this  very  obsonre  speech  is  omitted  in 
the  folio.    As  the  passage  stands  X  can  make  nothing  of  it ;  nar 
do  any  of  the  explanations  which  hare  been  offered  appear  to  me 
satisfactory.     I  think  with  Malone  that  a  line  has  been  lost, 
though  I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  the  sense  he  would  me  to  it. 
It  is  with  all  proper  humility  I  offer  the  following  reading : — 
'  My  quarrel  general,  the  commonwealth. 
Whose  wrongs  do  louiSy  call  out  for  redress; 
To  brother  bom  an  honsehold  cruelty, 
I  make  my  quarrel  in  particular.' 
L  e.  my  general  cause  of  discontent  is  public  wroags,  my  parii- 
rular  cause  the  death  of  my  own  brother,  who  was  beheaded  by 
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West.  There  is  no  need  of  any  such  redress ; 
Or,  if  there  were,  it  not  belongs  to  you. 

Mowh.  Why  not  to  him,  in  part;  and  to  us  all. 
That  feel  the  bruises  of  the  days  before ; 
And  suffer  the  condition  of  these  times 
To  lay  a  heavy  and  unequal  hand 
Upon  our  honours  ? 

Weft.  O  my  good  lord  Mowbray  ", 

Construe  the  times  to  their  necessities, 
And  you  shall  say  indeed, — ^it  is  the  time. 
And  not  the  king,  that  doth  you  injuries. 
Yet,  for  your  part,  it  not  appears  to  me. 
Either  from  the  king,  or  in  the  present  time. 
That  you  should  have  an  inch  of  any  ground 
To  build  a  grief  on :  Were  you  not  restored 
To  all  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  signiories. 
Your  noble  and  right  well  remember'd  father^s  ? 

Mowh.  What  thing  in  honour  had  my  father  lost. 
That  need  to  be  reviv'd  and  breathed  in  me  ? 
The  king,  that  lov'd  hiin,  as  the  state  stood  then. 
Was,  force  perforce,  compell'd  to  banish  him : 
And  then,  when  Harry  Bolingbrojke,  and  he, — 
Being  mounted,  and  both  roused  in  their  seats. 
Their  neighing  coursers  daring  of  the  spur. 
Their  armed  staves  ^  in  charge,  their  beavers  ^^  down, 

the  king's  order.    This  circamstance  is  referred  to  in  the  first 
part  of  this  plaj: — 

'  The  archbishop — who  bears  hard 
His  brother's  death  at  Bristol,  the  Lord  Scroop.' 
The  answer  of  Westmoreland  makes  it  obrioas  that  something 
about  redress  of  public  wrongs  shoold  haye  fallen  from  the  arch- 
bishop. Johnson  proposed  to  read  quarrel  instead  of  brother  in 
the  first  line,  and  explained  the  passage  mach  as  I  have  done. 
I  have  merely  superadded  the  line,  which  seems  to  me  necessary  to 
complete  the  sense,  and  make  Westmoreland's  reply  intelligible. 

^*  The  thirty-seyen  following  lines  are  not  in  the  qnarto. 

^  i.  e.  their  lances  fixed  in  the  rest  for  the  encounter. 

^  It  has  been  already  obsenred  that  the  heaver  was  a  moyeable 
piece  of  the  helmet,  which  lifted  up  or  down,  to  enable  the 
bearer  to  drink  or  breathe  more  freely. 
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Their  ayes  of  fire  sparlding  through  »gfa(s  ^^  of  steel. 
And  the  loud  trumpet  blowing  them  toget^r ; 
Then,  then,  when  there  was  nothing  could  have  staid 
My  father  from  the  breast  of  Bolingbroke, 
O,  when  the  king  did  throw  his  wanl^r^^  down. 
His  own  life  hung  upon  the  staff  he  threw : 
Then  threw  he  down  himself;  and  all  their  lives. 
That  by  indictment,  and  by  dint  of  sword, 
Have  since  miscarried  under  BoMBgluroke. , 

West.  ITou  speak,  Lord  Mowbray,  now  you  know 
not  what : 
The  earl  of  Hereford  ^^  was  routed  then 
In  England  the  most  valiant  gentleman ; 
Who  knows,on  whom  fortune  would  then  have  smil'd? 
But,  if  your  father  had  been  victor  there. 
He  ne'er  had  borne  it  out  of  Coventry : 
For  all  the  country,  in  a  general  voice. 
Cried  hate  upon  him ;  and  all  their  prayers,  and  love, 
Were  set  on  Hereford,  whom  they  doted  on. 
And  bless'd,  and  grac'd  indeed,  more  than  the  king. 
But  this  is  mere  digression  from  my  purpose. — 
Here  come  I  from  our  princely  general. 
To  know  your  griefs ;  to  tell  you  from  his  grace. 
That  he  will  give  you  audience :  and  wherein 
It  shall  appear  that  your  demands  are  just. 
You  shall  enjoy  them ;  every  thing  set  off. 
That  might  so  much  as  think  you  enemies. 

Mowb,  But  he  hath  forced  us  to  compel  this  offer; 
And  it  proceeds  from  policy,  not  love. 

We$t,  Mowbray,  you  overween,  to  take  it  so; 
This  offer  comes  from  mercy,  not  from  fear ; 
'  For,  lo !  within  a  ken,  our  army  lies ; 
Upon  mine  honour,  all  too  confident 

"  Th«  perforated  part  of  the  helmets,  through  which  tbej 
eoald  see  to  direot  their  aim.     Viaiere,  Fr. 
^^  Tmneheon. 
'^  This  is  a  mistake:  he  w^s  dtiks  of  Hereford, 
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To  give  adudttuice  to  a  thon^t  of  fear* 
Our  battle  is  more  full  of  names  than  yours^ 
Our  men  more  perfect  in  the  me  of  arms. 
Our  armour  all  as  strong,  our  cause  the  best; 
Then  reason  wills,  our  hearts  should  be  as  good  :— 
Say  you  not  then,  our  offer  is  compell'd.  • 

Mowb.  Well,  by  my  will,. we  shall  admit  no  parley, 

IFest  That  argues  but  the  shame  of  your  offence : 
A  rotten  case  abides  no  handling. 

Hast.  Hath  ihe  Prince  John  a  full  commission. 
In  very  ample  virtue  of  hisr  father, 
To  hear^  and  absc^vtely  to  determine 
Of  what  conditioBs  We  shall  stand  upon? 

We$t.  That  is  intended^  m  the  generaFs  naone : 
I  mus&,-you  make  so  sHgfat  a  question. 

Arch.  Then  take,  my  lord  of  WestMorel«ukl,  ^s 
schedule; 
For  this  contams  our  general  grieyances  ;^^ 
Each  several  article  herein  redress'd  > 
All  metnbers  of  our  caui^,  bc»<h  here  and  hence. 
That  are  insinewM  to  this  action, 
Acquitted  by  a  true  si^tantial  form ; 
And  present  execution  of  our  wiUs 
To  us,  and  to  our  purposes^  consign'd^^ ; 
We  come  within  our  awful  banks  ^  again,^ 
And  knit  out  powers  to  the  arm  of  peace. 

**  Intended  is  nnd^rsfood,  i.  e.  meant  without  exprefisiug  it. 
Mniendu,  Fr.;  stdmitditwt,  Lat. 

^  The  old  copy  reads  confined:  JofansoB  proposed  to  read 
amsign'd;  which  must  be  understood  in  the  I^ttin  sense,  constg- 
natus,  signed,  sealed,  ratified,  confirmed;  which  was  indeed  the 
old  meaning  according  to  the  dictionaries.  Shakspeare  ases 
ttmsign  and  ecmsigning  in  other  places  in  this  sense. 

*>  Awful  for  haoful;  of  under  the  due  awe  of  antborkj.  Thus 
m  The  Two  Gentlettea  of  Verona : — 

'  From  the  society  of  aufid  men,* 
It  is  also  used  in  the  same  sense  in  Pericles :— ^ 
'  A  better  prince  and  benign  lordl — 
Prove  awful  both  in  deed  and  word.' 
Awful  seems  peculiar  to  Shakspeare  in  this  acceptation. 


,y  Google 


99&  SECOND  PART  OF  ACT  IV. 

Weit.  This  will  I  show  the  general.  Please  yoa/ 
lords. 
In  sight  of  both  our  batUes  we  may  meet : 
And  either  end  in  peace,  which  heaven  so  frame! 
Or  to  the  place  of  difference  call  the  swords 
Which  must  decide  it. 

Arch.  My  lord,  we  will  do  so. 

[Exit  West. 

Mawb.  There  is  a  thing  within  my  bosom,  tells  me. 
That  no  conditions  of  our  peace  can  stand. 

Hast.  Fear  you  not  that :  if  we  can  make  our  peace ' 
Upon  such  large  terms,  and  so  absolute^ 
As  our  conditions  shall  consist^^  upon. 
Our  peace  shall  stand  as  firm  as  rocky  mountains. 

Mowh.  Ay,  but  our  valuation  shall  be  such. 
That  every  slight  ^d  false-derived  cause. 
Yea,  every  idle,  nice^,  and  wanton  reason. 
Shall,  to  the  king,  taste  of  this  action : 
That,  were  our  royal  faiths^  martyrs  in  love. 
We  shall  be  winnow'd  with  so  rough  a  wind. 
That  even  our  com  shall  seem  as  light  as  chaff. 
And  good  from  bad  find  no  partition. 

Arch.  No,  no,  my  lord ;  Note  this, — the  king  is 
weary 
Of  dainty  and  such  picking^  grievances : 
For  he  hath  found, — to  end  one  doubt  by  death. 
Revives  two  greater  in  the  heirs  of  life. 
And  therefore  will  he  wipe  his  tables^  clean ; 
And  keep  no  tell-tale  to  his  memory, 

^  To  consist,  to  rest ;  consisto. — Baret.     So  in  Pericles : — 
'  Then  welcome  peace,  if  he  on  peace  comsistJ 

>*  Trivial. 

»  The  faith  due  to  a  king.  So  in  King  Henry  VIII. :— *  The 
citizens  hare  shown  at  fall  their  royai  minds/  i.  e.,  their  minds 
well  affected  to  the  king. 

*  Piddling,  insignificant. 

"  AUnding  to  the  table  books  of  slate,  irory,  &c.  nsedbjow 
ancestors. 
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That  may  repeat  and  history  his  loss 

To  new  remembrance :  For  full  well  be  knows> 

He  cannot  so  precisely  weed  this  land. 

As  his  misdoubts  present  occasion : 

His  foes  are  so  enrooted  with  his  friends, 

That,  plucking  to  unfix  an  enemy. 

He  doth  unfasten  so,  and  shake  a  friend. 

So  that  this  land,  like  an  offensive  wife. 

That  hath  enrag'd  him  on  to  offer  strokes ; 

As  he  is  striking,  holds  his  infant  up. 

And  hangs  resolv'd  correction  in  the  arm 

That  was  uprear'd  to  execution. 

Hast.  Besides,  th^  king  hath  wasted  all  his  rods 
On  late  offenders,  that  he  now  doth  lack 
The  very  instruments  of  chastisement : 
So  that  his  power,  like  to  a  fangless  lion. 
May  offer,  but  not  hold. 

Arch.  'Tis  very  true ; — 

And  therefore  be  assur'd,  my  good  lord  marshal. 
If  we  do  now  make  our  atonement  well. 
Our  peace  will,  like  a  broken  limb  united. 
Grow  stronger  for  the  breaking. 

Mowh.  Be  it  so. 

Here  is  returned  my  lord  of  Westmoreland. 

Re-enter  Wi^stmoreland. 

West.  The  prince  is  here  at  hand :  Pleaseth  your 

lordship. 
To  meet  his  grace  just  distance  'tween  our  armies  ? 
Mowb.  Your  grace  of  York,  in  God's  name  then 

set  forward. 
Arch.  Before,  and  greet  his  grace :    my  lord,  we 

come.  [Exeunt. 
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SCENE  II.    AiMtker  P^rt  aftAe  ForeH. 

Enter,  frmn  one  side,  Mowbrat,  the  Archbishop, 
'     Hastings,  and  Others:  from  the  other  side. 

Prince  John  of  Lancaster,  Westmoreland, 

Officers,  and  Attendants. 

P.  John,    Yoa  are  well  encountet'd  here,  my 
coiisiA  Mowbray :—  . 
Good  day  to  you,  gentle  lord  archbishop;--^ 
And  so  to  you.  Lord  Hastings, — and  to  all. — 
My  lord  of  York,  it  better  showed  with  you, 
TV^hen  that  yomr  flock,  assembled  by  the  bell^ 
Encircled  you,  to  hear  with  reverence 
Your  exposition  ob  the  holy  text; 
Than  now  to  see  you  here  an  iton  man^. 
Cheering  a  rout  of  rebels  with  your  drum. 
Turning  the  word  to  sword,  and  life  to  death* 
That  man>  that  sits  within  a  monarches  hearty 
And  ripens  in  the  sunshine  of  hb  fayour, 
Would  he  abuse  the  countenance  of  the  khig. 
Alack,  what  mischiefs  might  he  set  abroach^ 
In  shadow  of  such  greatness !  With  you,  lord  bidiop^ 
It  is  even  so: — ^Who  hath  not  heard  it  spoken. 
How  deep  you  were  within  the  books  of  God? 
To  us,  the  speaker  in  his  parliament; 
To  us,  the  imagined  voice  of  God  hims^; 
The  very  opener,  and  inteUigencer, 
Between  the  grace,  the  sanctities  ^  of  beaten, 
And  our  dull  workings  ' :/  O^  who  shall  beUeye, 

*  Holinshed  says  of  the  Archbishop,  that,  '  coming  foortir 
iniOBgst  them  clad  ttt  ahMar,  he  enctoHged  mid  (Adoked  tlies^ 
foorth  to  take  ihe  enterprize  in  hand.' 

>  This  expression  has  been  adopted  by  Milton : — 
*  Aroond  him  all  the  samctities  ofheaxfem 
Stood  thick  as  stars.' 

*  Dull  workings  are  labottrs  of  thought.    So  in  King  Henij  V. : 

* The  forge  and  ujorking-house  of  thoaght.' 
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But  you  misuse  the  rey^ence  of  your  place ; 
Employ  the  countenance  and  grace  of  heayen^ 
As  a  false  favourite  doth  his  prince's  name, 
In  deeds  dishonourable?  You  have  taken  up"^; 
Under  the  counterfeited  veal  of  God, 
The  subjects  of  his  substitute,  my  father ; 
And,  both  against  the  peace  of  heaven  and  him. 
Have  here  up-swarm'd  them. 

Areh.  Good  my  lord  of  Lancaster, 

I  am  not  here  against  your  father's  peace : 
But,  as  I  told  my  lord  of  Westmoreland, 
The  time  misorder'd  doth,  in  common  sense  ^, 
Crowd  us,  and  crush  us,  to  this  monstrous  form. 
To  hold  our  safety  up.     I  sent  your  grace 
The  parcels  and  particulars  of  our  grief; 
The  which  hath  been  with  scorn  shov'd  from  the  court. 
Whereon  this  Hydra  son  of  war  is  b<»rn: 
Whose  dangerous  eyes  may  well  be  charm'd  asleep^. 
With  grant  of  our  most  Just  and  right  desires : 
And  true  obedience  of  this  madness  cur'd. 
Stoop  tamely  to  the  foot  of  majesty. 

'  Mowb.  If  not,  we  ready  are  to  try  our  fortunes 
To  the  last  man. 

Hasi.  And  though  we  here  fall  down. 

We  have  supplies  to  second  our  attempt; 
If  they  miscarry,  theirs  shall  second  them : 
And  so,  success^  of  mischief  shall  be  bom ; 
And  heir  from  heir  shall  hold  this  quarrel  up. 
Whiles  England  shall  have  generation. 

P.  John,  You  are  too  shallow,  Hastings,  much 
too  shallow. 
To  sound  the  bottom  of  the  after-times. 

*  Hailed  up  in  arms. 

*  Commam  Mnse  is  the  §mend  aense  (^genertd  dtmger. 

*  Allvding  to  the  dragoa  okarmed  to  rest  by  the  spells  of 
Ke4«8. 

^  Saccession. 
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Weti.  Pleaseth  your  grace>  to  answer  them  di- 
rectly. 
How  far-forth  do  you  like  their  articles  ? 

P.  John.  I  like  Ihem  all,  and  do  allow  ^  them  well : 
And  swear  here  by  the  honour  of  my  blood. 
My  father's  purposes  have  be^  mistook; 
And  some  about  him  have  too  lavishly 
Wrested  his  meaning,  and  authority. — 
My  lord,  these  griefs  shall  be  with  speed  redress'd ; 
Upon  my  soul,  they  shall.   If  this  may  please  you, 
Discharge  your  powers^  unto  their  several  counties. 
As  we  will  ours :  and  here,  between  the  armies. 
Let's  drink  together  friendly,  and  embrace ; 
That  all  their  eyes  may  bear  those  tokens  home, 
Of  our  restored  love,  and  amity. 

Arch.  I  take  your  princely  word  for  these  redresses. 

P.  John,  I  give  it  you,  and  will  maintain  my  word : 
And  thereupon  I  dnnk  unto  your  grace. 

Hast.  Go,  captain  [To  an  Officer],  and  deliver  to 
the  army 
This  news  of  p^ace;  let  them  have  pay,  and  part: 
I  know,  it  will  well  please  them;  Hie  thee,  captain. 

[Exit  Officer. 

Arch.  To  you,  my  noble  lord  of  Westmoreland. 

West.  I  pledge  your  grace :   And,  if  you  knew 
what  pains 
I  have  bestoVd,  to  breed  this  present  peace. 
You  would  drink  freely :  but  my  love  to  you 
Shall  show  itself  more  openly  hereafter. 
.    Arch.  I  do  not  doubt  you, 

•  ApproTe. 

'  It  was  Westmoreland  who  made  this  deceitful  proposal,  as 
appears  from  Holinshed : — *  The  earl  of  Westmoreland,  nsiafr 
more  policie  than  the  rest,  said,  whereas  our  people  have  heeo 
long  in  armonr,  let  them  depart  home  to  their  woonted  trades : 
In  the  mean  time  let  ns  dnnk  togither  in  signe  of  agreemei^ 
that  the  people  on  hoth  sides  may  see  it,  and  know  that  it  is 
trae,  that  we  be  light  at  a  point' 
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West,  I  am  glad  of  it. — 

Health  to  my  lord,  and  gentle  cousin,  Mowbray. 

Mowb.  You  with  me  heiJth  in  very  happy  geason ; 
For  I  am,  on  the  sudden,  something  ill. 

Arch.  Against  ill  chances,  men  are  eyer  merry ; 
But  heaviness  foreruns  the  good  event. 

West.  Therefore  be  m^ry,  coz:    since  sudden 
sorrow 
Serves  to  say  thus,<*^Some  good  thing  comes  to* 
morrow. 
Arch.  Believe  me,  I  am  passing  light  in  spirit 
Mowh.  So  much  tiie  worse,  if  your  own  rule  be 
true.  [Shouts  within. 

P.  John,.  The  word  of  peace  is  rend^d;  Hark, 

how  they  shout! 
Mawb.  Ttiis  had  been  cheerful,  after  victoiy. 
Arch.  A  peace  is  of  the  nature  of  a  conquest; 
For  then  bodi  parties  nobly  are  subdued. 
And  neither  party  loser. 

P.  John.  Go,  my  lord. 

And  let  our  army  be  discharged  too.-*-^ 

[Exit  Westmoreland. 
Aad,  good  my  lord,  so  please  you,  let  our  trains 
Mar<^  by  us ;  that  we  may  peruse  the  men 
W«  should  have  cc^'d  widial. 

Arch.  Go,  good  Lord  Hastings, 

And,  ere  they  be  dismiss'd,  let  them  march  by. 

[Exit  Hastings. 
P.  John.  I  trust,  my  lords,  we  shall  Ue  to-night 
together.— 

Re-enter  Westmoreland. 

Now,  cousin^  wherefore  stands  our  army  still? 

West.  The  leaders,  having  charge  from  you  to  stand. 
Will  not  go  off  until  they  hear  you  speak. 

P.  John.  They  know  their  duties. 

G  G  2 
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Re-enter  Hastings. 

HaH,  My  lord,  our  army  is  dispersed  already : 
Like  youthful  steers  unyok'd,  they  take  their  courses 
East,  west,  north,  sou^;  or,  like  a  school  broke  up. 
Each  hurries  toward  his  home,  and  sporting-place. 

West*  Good  tidings,  my  Lord  Hastings ;  for  the 
which 
I  do  arrest  thee,  traitor,  of  high  treason : — 
And  you,  lord  archbishop, — and  you.  Lord  Mow- 
bray, 
Of  capital  treason  I  attach  you  both. 

Mcwh.  Is  this  proceeding  just  and  honourable? 

West^  Is  your  assembly  so  ? 

Arch.  WUl  you  thus  break  your  faith  ? 

P.  John.  I  pawn'd  thee  none: 

I  promised  you  redress  of  these  same  grievances. 
Whereof  you  did  complain ;  which,  by  mine  honour, 
I  will  peifoitn  with  a  most  christian  care. 
But,  for  you,  rebels, — ^look  to  taste  the  due 
Meet  for  rebellion,  and  such  acts  as  yours. 
Most  shallowly  did  you  these  arms  commence. 
Fondly  ^^  brought  here,  and  foolishly  sent  hence. — 
Strike  up  our  drums,  pursue  the  scatter'd  stray; 
Heaven,  and  not  we,  have  safely  fought  to-day. — 
Some  guard  these  traitors  to  the  block  of  death; 
Treason's  true  bed,  and  yielder  up  of  breath. 

[ExewU^\ 

"  i.  e.  foolishly. 

1 1  <  It  cannot  bat  raise  some  indignation  to  find  this  horrid  rioU- 
tion  of  faith  passed  oyer  thos  slightly  by  the  poet  without  any  note 
of  censnre  or  detestation.'  Johnson.  That  Shakq>eare  followed 
the  historians  is  no  excnse ;  for  it  is  the  daty  of  a  poet  always 
to  take  the  side  of  yirtae. — I  had  some  doabt  whether  I  shodd 
retain  this  reflection  npon  the  poetical  justice  of  Shakspeare ; 
bat  I  hare  been  determined  to  do  so  by  the  hope  that  it  may 
lead  to  the  discassion  of  the  passage.  I  woald  not  willingly  be> 
lievethat  the  poet  approved  this  abominable  piece  of  treachery. 
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SCENE  III.    Another  Part  of  the  Forest. 

Alarums:  Excursions.     Enter  Falstaff  and 
CoLEViLE^  meeting. 

Fal.  What's  your  Damey  sir?  of  what. condition 
are  you :  and  of  what  place,  JL  pray  ? 

Cole.  I  am  a  knight,  sir;  and  my  name  is — Cole^ 
yile  of  the  dale. 

Fal.  Well  then,  Coleyile  is  your  name ;  a  knight 
is  your  degree ;  and  your  place,  the  dale :  Coleyile 
shall  still  be  your  name ;  a  traitor  your  degree ;  and 
the  dungeon  your  place, — a  place  deep  enough :  so 
shall  you  still  be  Coleyile  of  the  dale. 

Cole.  Are  not  you  Sir  John  Falstaff? 

Fal.  As  good  a  man  as  he,  sir,  whoe'er  I  am. 
Do  ye  yield,  sir?  or  shall  I  sweat  for  you?  If  I  do 
sweat,  they  are  drops  of  thy  loyers,  and  they  weep 
for  thy  death :  therefore  rouse  up  fear  and  trem*- 
bling,  and  do  obseryance  to  my  mercy. 

Oole.  I  think,  you  are  -Sir  John  Falstaff;  and  in 
that  thought,  yield  me. 

Fal.  I  haye  a  whole  school  of  tongues  in  thia 
belly  of  mine;  and  not  a  tongue  of  them  all  speaks 
any  other  word  but  my  name.  An  I  had  but  a  belly 
of  any  indifferency,  I  were  simply  the  most  actiye 
fellow  in  Europe :  My  womb,  my  womb,  my  womb 
.undoes  me. — Here  comes  our  general. 

Enter  Prince  John  of  Lancaster,  Westmore- 
land, and  Others. 

P.  John.  The  heat  is  past,  follow  no  further  now; — 
CaU  in  the  powers,  good  cousin  Westmoreland. — 

[Exit  West. 
Now,  Falstaff,  where  haye  you  been  dl  this  while? 
When  eyery  thing  is  ended,  then  yon  come : 
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These  tardy  tricks  of  yours  will,  on  my  life. 
One  time  or  other  break  some  gallows'  back. 

FaL  I  would  be  sorry,  my  lord,  but  it  should  be 
thus ;  I  never  knew  yet,  but  rebuke  and  check  was 
the  reward  of  valour.  Do  you  think  me  a  swallow, 
an  arrow,  or  a  bullet?  have  I,  in  my  poor  and  old 
motion,  the  expedition  of  thought?  I  have  speeded 
hither  vnth  the  very  extr^nest  indi  of  possibiltty ; 
I  have  foundered  nine  score  and  odd  posts :  and 
here,  travels-tainted  as  I  am,  have,  in  my  pure  and 
immaculate  valour,  taken  Sir  J<^  Colevile  of  the 
dale,  a  most  furious  knight,  and  valorous  enemy: 
But  what  of  tiiat?  he  saw  me>  and  yielded;  that  I 
may  justly  say  with  the  hook-^osed  fellow  of  Rome  ^, 
^I  came,  saw,  and  overcame. 

P.  John,  It  was  more  of  his  courtesy  than  your 
deserving. 

FaL  I  know  not;  here  he  is,  and  here  I  yield 
him:  and  I  beseech  your  grace,  let  it  be  booked 
with  the  rest  of  this  day's  deeds ;  or,  by  the  Lord, 
I  will  have  it  in  a  particular  ballad  dse,  wil^  nune 
own  picture  on  the  top  of  it,  Colevile  kissing  my 
foot :  To  the  which  course,  if  I  be  enforced,  if  you 
do  not  all  show  like  gilt  two*pences  to  me;  and  I, 
in  the  clear  sky  oi  fame,  o'eri^ine  you  as  much  at 
the  full  moon  doth  the  cinders  of  the  dement  ^,  which 
show  like  pins'  heads  to  her;  believe  not  the  word 
of  the  noble :  Therefore  let  me  have  right,  and  let 
desert  mount 

P,  John.  Thine's  too  heavy  to  mount. 

FaL  Let  it  shine  then. 

P.  John.  Thine'g  too  t^ck  to  sfame. 

FaL  Let  it  do  something,  my  good  lord,  that  nay 
do  me  good,  and  call  it  what  you  will. 

'  CsBsar.  ^  A  lodiorons  tem  for  the  stmrt. 
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P.John.  Is  tiiy  name  Colevile  *? 

Cole.  It  is,  my  lord. 

P.  John.  A  famous  rebel  art  thou,  Colevile. 

Fal.  And  a  famous  true  subject  took  him. 
•   Cole.  I  am,  my  lord,  but  as  my  betters  are, 
That  led  me  hither :  had  they  been  rul'd  by  me. 
You  should  have  won  them  dearer  than  you  have. 

Fal.  I  know  not  how  they  sold  themselves :  but 
thou,  like  a  kind  fellow,  gavest  thyself  away;  and 
I  thank  thee  for  thee. 

Re-enter  Westmoreland. 

P.  John.  Now,  have  you  left  pursuit  ? 
.    West.  Retreat  is  made,  and  execution  stay'd. 

P.  John.  Send  Colevile,  with  his  confederates. 
To  York,  to  present  execution^: — 
Blunt,  lead  him  hence;  and  see  you  guard  him  sure. 
[Exeunt  some  with  Colevile. 
Aadnow  despatch  we  toward  the  court,  my  lords ; 
I  hear,  the  king  my  father  is  sore  sick : 
Our  news  shall  go  before  us  to  his  majesty,-^- 
Which,  cousin,  you  shall  bear, — ^to  comfort  him ; 
And  we  with  sober  speed  will  follow  you. 

'  It  appears  that  Colevile  was  designed  to  be  pronounced  as 
a  trisyllable :  it  is  often  spelt  CoUeviUe  in  the  old  copies. 

^ '  At  the  king's  coming  to  Durham  the  Lord  Hastings,  Sir  John 
Coknle  of  the  dale,'  &c.  being  convicted  of  the  .conspiracy,  were 
there  beheaded.' — HoUnshed,  p.  630.  It  is  to  be  observed  that 
Uiere  are  two  accounts  of  the  termination  of  the  archbishop  of 
York's  conapiracy,  both  of  which  are  given  by  Holinshed.  He 
states  that  on  the  archbishop  and  earl  marshal  submitting  to  the 
king  and  to  his  son  Prince  John,  there  present,  '  their  tropes 
fkaled  and  fledde  their  wayes ;  but  being  pursued,  many  were 
taken,  many  slain,  &c. ;  the  archbishop  and  earl  marshall  were 
brought  to  Pomfret  to  the  king,  who  from  thence  went  to  Vorke, 
wkyther  the  prisoners  were  also  broughtf  and  there  beheaded.*  It  is 
this  last  account  that  Shakspeare  haa  followed,  but  with  some 
variation ;  for  the  names  of  Cplevile  and  Hastings  are  not  men- 
tioned among  those  who  were  beheadpd  at  York. 
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FaL  My  lord,  I  beseeoh  you,  give  me  leave  to 
go  Uirough  Glostershire :  and,  when  you  come  to 
court,  stand  my  good  lord^,  'p^y»  ^  y^^'  S^^ 
report 

P.  John.  Fare  you  well,  Falstaff :  I,  in  my  con- 
dition ^ 
Shall  better  speak  of  you  than  you  deserve.  [ExiL 
.  FaL  I  would  you  had  but  the  wit;  'twere  better 
than  your  dukedom. — Good  faith,  this  sanie  young 
sober-blooded  boy  doth  not  love  me;  nor  a  man 
cannot  make  him  laugh ; — ^but  that's  no  marvel,  he 
drinks  no  wine.  There's  never  any  of  these  demure 
boys  come  to  any  proof:  for  thin  drink  doth  so 
over-cool  their  blood,  and  making  many  fish*meab, 
that  they  flEdl  into  a  kind  of  male  green^sickness ; 
and  then,  when  they  marry,  they  get  wendies: 
they  are  generally  fools  and  cowards  ;-*-*whioh  soma 
of  us  should  be  too,  but  for  inflammation.  A  good 
sherris  sack^  hath  a  two-fold  operation  in  it.  It 
ascends  me  into  the  brain;  dries -me  there  all  the 
foolish,  and  duU,  and  cmdy  vapours  which  environ 
it:  makes  it  apprehensive,  quick,  forgetive^,  full  of 
nimble,  fiery,  and  delectable  shapes;  which  deli- 
vered o'er  to  the  voice  (the  tongue),  which  is  the 
birth,  becomes  excellent  wit.  The  second  property 
of  your  excellent  sherris  is, — ^the  warming  of  the 
blood;  which,  before  cold  and  settled,  left  the  liver 
white  and  pale,  which  is  the  badge  of  pusillanimity 

*  JohDson  was  so  much  nmoqiiitinted  with  uicieDt  phraseologj 
u  to  make  difficolties  aboat  this  phrase,  irhieh  is  one  of  the  Biost 
oonmiQii  petitionary  forms  of  our  ancestors.  SUmd  wtygoodimrd, 
orhewHf  0ood  hrd,  means  tUmd  my  friend,  be  wtypairou  or  heme- 
fmeUnr,  report  well  oi  me. 

'  CandUioH  is  most  frequently  osed  by  Shakspeare  for  umhtre, 
diepositiem.  The  prince  may  therefore  mean, '  I  shall  in  my  pt9d 
nature  speak  better  of  yoa  than  yoa  deserve.' 

f  Vide  note  on  King  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  Act  I.  Sc.  li.  p.  l»l. 

*  Inventive,  imaginative. 
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and  cowardice :  but  the  sherris  iirttrms  it^  and  makes 
it  course  from  the  inwards  to  the  parts  extreme.  It 
illamineth  the  face :  which,  as  a  beacon>  gives  warn-' 
ing  to  all  the  rest  of  this  little  kingdom,  man,  to 
arm:  and  then  the  vital  commoners,  and  inland 
petty  spirits,  muster  me  all  to  their  captain,  the 
heart;  who,  great,  and  puffed  up  with  this  retinue, 
dotk  Any  deed  of  courage ;  and  this  valour  comes 
of  sherris :  So  that  skill  in  the  weapon  is  nothing, 
without  sack;  for  that  sets  it  a-work;  and  learning, 
a  mere  hoard  of  gold  kept  by  a  devil  ^;  till  sack 
commences  it^^,  and  sets  it  in  act  and  use.  Herec^ 
comes  it,  Uiat  Prince  Harry  is  valiant :  for  the  cold 
blood  he  did  naturally  inherit  of  his  father,  he  hath, 
like  lean,  steril,  and  bare  land,  manured,  husbanded, 
and  tilled,  with  excellent  endeavour  of  drinking  good, 
and  good  store  of  fertile  sherris ;  that  he  is  become 
very  hot,  and  valiant.  If  I  had  a  thousand  sons, 
the  first  human  principle  I  would  teach  them,  should 
be, — ^to  forswear  thin  potations^  and  addict  them- 
selves to  sack. 

Enter  Bardolph. 

How  now,  Bardolph  ? 

Bard.  The  army  is  discharged  all,  and  gone. 

Fal.  Let  them  go.  Ill  through  Glostershire ;  and 
there  will  I  Visit  mastw  Robert  Shallow,  esquire : 

'  It  was  anciently  supposed  that  all  the  mines  of  gold,  &o. 
were  guarded  bj  evil  spirits.  See  the  Secret  Wonders  of  Natire 
and  Art,  by  Edw.  Fenton,  1569,  p.  91. 

^^  Commmota  it,  that  is  brings  it  into  acHm.  Tyrwhitt  thinks 
it  is  probable  that  there  is  an  allssion  to  th<  oowtmencement  and 
act  of  the  luiTersities,  which  gire  to  students  a  coaiplete  autho- 
rity to  use  those  hoards  of  horning  which  have  entitled  them  to 
their  degrees.  As  the  dictionaries  of  the  poet's  tim^  explain 
this  matter,  the  conjecture  seems  probable. 
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I  have  him  already  tempering  ^^  betwe^i  my  finger 
and  my  thumbs  and  shortly  will  I  seal  with  him. 
Come  away.  [Exemit. 

SCENE  IV. 

Westminster.     A  Room  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  King  Henry,  Clarence,  Prince  Hum- 
phrey, Warwick,  and  Others. 

K.  Hen.  Now,  lords,  if  heaven  doth  give  suc- 
cessful end 
To  this  debate  that  bleedeth  at  our  doors. 
We  will  our  youth  lead  on  to  higher  fields. 
And  draw  no  swords  but  what  are  sanctified. 
Our  navy  is  addressed  ^,  our  power  collected. 
Our  substitutes  in  absence  well  invested. 
And  every  thing  lies  level  to  our  wish : 
Only,  we  want  a  little  personal  strength ; 
And  pawe  us,  till  these  rebels,  now  afoot. 
Come  underneath  the  yoke  of  government. 

War.  Both  which,  we  doubt  not  but  your  majesty 
Shall  soon  enjoy. 

K.  Hen.  Humphrey,  my  son  of  Gloster, 

Where  is  the  prince  your  brother? 

P.  Humph.  I  think,  he's  gone  to  hunt,  my  lord, 
at  Windsor. 

K.  Hen.  And  how  accompanied  ? 

P.  Humph.  I  do  not  know,  my  lord. 

11  A  pleasant  allasion  to  the  old  use  of  soft  wax  for  sealiag. 
Shakspeare  again  allades  to  it  in  Venus  and  Adonis  :— 

'  What  wax  so  frozen  but  dissolyes  with  ten^pering* 
So  in  Middleton's  Any  Thing  for  a  42iiiet  Life : — 

'  Yon  must  temper  Ami  Uke  wue,  or  he'll  not  seal.'  • 
*  j^adj,  prepared. 

<  To^dorrow  for  oar  march  are  we  addressed** 

KtHgHemr^V. 
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K.  Heh^  Is  not  his  brother,  Thomas  of  Clarence, 
with  him? 

P.  Humph.  No,  my  good  lord ;  he  is  in  presence 
here. 

Cla.  What  would  my  lord  and  father? 

K.  Hen.    Nothing  but  well  to  tiiee,  Thomas  of 
Clarence. 
How  chance,  thou  art  not  with  the  prince  thy  brother  ? 
He  loves  thee,  and  thou  dost  neglect  him,  Thomas ; 
Thou  hast  a  better  place  in  his  affection, 
Than  all  thy  brothers:  cherish  it,  my  boy; 
And  noble  offices  thou  may'st  effect 
Of  mediation,  after  I  am  dead. 
Between  his  greatness  and  thy  other  brethren : — 
Therefore,  omit  him  not :  blunt  not  his  love : 
Nor  lose  the  good  advantage  of  his  grace, 
By  seeming  cold  or  careless  of  his  will. 
For  he  is  gracious,  if  he  be  observed*; 
He  hath  a  tear  for  pity,  and  a  hand 
Open  as  day  for  melting  charity : 
Yet,  notwithstanding,  being  incens'd,  he's  flint ; 
As  humorous  ^  as  winter,  and  as  sudden 
As  flaws  congealed  in  the  spring  of  day  *. 

'  i.  e.  if  he  has  respectful  attention  shown  hkn.   So  in  The  Merrjr 
"Wives  of  "Windsor : — 

'  Follow'd  her  with  doting  observance.* 
'     '  His  qualities  were  beauteous  as  his  form, 

For  maiden-tonga'd  he  was,iincl  therefore  free ;   , 

Yet  if  men  movi'd  him,  was  he  such  a  storm 

As  oft  'twixt  May  and  April  is  to  see. 

When  winds  breathe  sweet,  nnraly  though  they  be.' 

Shdkspeare's  Lover's  Complaint. 
HmnoroHS  was  used  for  capricious,  as  homowrsome  now  is. 

^  A  fiaw  n  a  sadden  gust  of  violent  wind ;  allading  to  the 
opinion  of  some  philosophers,  that  the  yapoors  being  congealed 
in  the  air  by  cold  (which  is  the  most  intense  in  th6  morning), 
and. being  afterwards  rarefied  and  let  loose  by  the  warmth  of  the 
sun,  occasion  those  sudden  and  impetuous  gusts  of  wind  which  are 
called  fiaws.  Shakspeare  uses  the  word  again  in  King  Henry  VI. 
VOL.  V.  H  H 
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His  temper^  therefore,  must  be  well  observ'd : 
Chide  hun  for  faults,  and  do  it  reverently. 
When  you  perceive  his  blood  inclined  to  mirth: 
But,  being  moody,  give  him  line  and  scope; 
Till  that  his  passions,  like  a  whale  on  ground, 
Confound  themselves  with  working.    Learn  this, 

Thomas, 
And  thou  shalt  prove  a  shelter  to  thy  friends ; 
A  hoop  of  gold,  to  bind  thy  brothers  in; 
That  the  united  vessel  of  their  blood, 
Mingled  with  venom  of  suggestion^, 
(As,  force  perforce,  the  age  will  pour  it  in). 
Shall  never  leak,  though  it  do  work  ds  strong 
As  aconitum^,  or  rash  gunpowder. 

Cla.  I  shall  observe  him  vrith  all  care  and  love. 

K.Hm.  Why  art  thou  not  at  Windsor  with  him, 
Thomas? 

Ckt.  He  is  not  there  to-day;  he  dines  in Londoiu 

K,  Ben,  And  how  accompanied?  canst  thou  tdl 
that? 

ddt.  With  Poins,  and  other  his  continual  followers. 

K,  Hen,  Most  subject  is  the  fattest  soil  to  weeds ; 
And  he,  the  noble,  image  of  my  youth. 
Is  overspread  with  them :  Therefore  my  grief 
Stretches  itself  beyond  the  hour  of  death : 
The  blood  weeps  from  my  heart,  when  I  do  shape. 
In  forms  imaginary,  the  unguided  days. 
And  rotten  times,  that  you  shall  look  upon, 

and  in  his  Vemu  and  Adonu.    Thns  also  Beaumont  and  Fbtoher 
in  The  Pilgrim:— 

*  What  Jfoiot  and  whirles  of  waatber. 
Or  rather  storms  haye  been  aloft  these  three  dajs.' 

*  Though  their  blood  be  inflamed  by  the  tmpinHm§  to  which 
jonth  is  peculiarly  subject. 

*  Aeomiumt  or  aconite,  wd^b^oM^  a  poisenoui  herb.    BmA  is 
sudden,  haaty,  Tiolent.    In  OtheUo  we  hare : — 

*  — ^-  as  rtuk  as  fire.' 


,y  Google 


$C.  IV.  KIKG  HENRY  IV.  361 

When  I  am  sleeping  with  my  aneestors. 
For  when  his  headstrong  riot  hath  no  cnrb. 
When  rage  and  hot  blood  are  his  counsellorB, 
When  means  and  lavish  manners  meet  together, 
O,  with  what  wings  shall  his  affections^  fly 
Towards  fronting  peril  and  oppos'd  decay ! 

Wcer.  My  gracious  lord,  you  look  beyond  him  quite: 
Hie  prince  butstndies  his  companions, 
like  a  strange  tongue :  wherein,  to  gain  the  language, 
Tis  needful,  that  ^e  most  immodest  word 
Be  look'd  upon,  and  learn'd:  which  on^e  attain'd> 
Your  highness  knows,  comes  to  no  further  use. 
But  to  be  known,  and  hated  ^.  So,  like  gross  terms. 
The  prince  will,  in  the  perfectness  of  time. 
Cast  off  bis  followers :  and  their  memory 
Shall  as  a  pattern  or  a  measure  live. 
By  which  his  grace  must  mete  the  lives  of  others ; 
Turning  past  evils  to  advantages. 
K,  Hen.  Tis  seldom — ^when  the  bee  doth  leav^e 
her  comb 
InHietleadcarrion^."— Who'shere?  Westmoreland? 

Enter  Westmoreland. 

West.  Healthrto  my  sovereign !  and  new  happiness 
Added  to  that  that  I  am  to  deliver ! 
Prince  John,  your  son,  doth  kiss  your  grace's  hand : 
Mowbray,  the  bishop  Scroop,  Hastings,  and  all> 
Are  brought  to  the  correction  of  your  law ; 

7  Affections f  in  the  language  of  Shakgpeare'a  time,  vtepatwnu, 
desires.     Apetitos  animi. 
*  A  parallel  passage  occurs  in  Terence : — 
*  — —  qno  modo  adolescentnlns 
Meretricum  ingeaia  et  mores  posset  noscere 
Matnre  at  com  cognovit,  perpetno  oderit.' 
^  As  the  bee,  having  once  placed  her  comb  in  a  carcass,  s^js 
by  her  honey,  so  he  that  has  once  tak6n  pleasure  in  bad  company 
will  coDtinne  to  associate  with  those  thathaye  the  art  of  pleasing 
him. 
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There  is  not  aow  a  rebel's  sword  unsheath'd* 
But  peace  pots  forth  her  olive  every  where. 
The  manner  how  this  action  hath  been  bome^ 
Here  at  more  lebure  may  your  highness  read; 
With  every  course,  in  his  particulars^. 

K.  Hen.  O  Westmoreland,  thou  art  a  summer  Inrd, 
Which  ever  in  the  haunch  of  winter  sings 
The  lifting  up  of  day.     Look !  here's  more  news. 

Enter  Harcourt. 

'Hot.  From  enemies  heaven  keep  your  majesty; 
And,  when  they  stand  against  you,  may  they  fall 
As  those  that  I  am  come  to  tell  you  of! 
The  Earl  Northumberland,  and  Uie  Lord  Bardolph, 
With  a  great  power  of  English,  and  of  Scots, 
Are  by  the  sheriff  of  Yorkshire  overthrown : 
The  manner  and  true  order  of  the  fight. 
This  packet,  please  it  you,  contains  at  large. 

K,  Hen,  And  wherefore  should  these  good  news 
make  me  sick  ? 
Will  fortune  never  come  with  both  hands  full. 
But  write  her  fair  words  still  in  foulest  letters  ? 
She  either  gives  a  stomach,  and  no  food, — 
Such  are  the  poor,  in  health;  or  else  a  feast. 
And  takes  away  the  stomach, — such  are  the  rich. 
That  have  abundance,  and  enjoy  it  not 
I  should  rejoice  taow  at  this  happy  news ; 
And  now  my  sight  fails,  and  my  brain  is  giddy : — 
O  me !  come  near  me,  now  I  am  much  ill.    [^Swocm. 

P.  Humph.  Comfort,  your  majesty ! 

Cla.  O  my  royal  father! 

West,    My  sovereign    ord,  cheer  up  yourself, 
look  up! 

War,  Be  patient,  princes ;  you  do  know,  these  fits 

'^  The  detail  eoataioed  in  Prince  John^s  letter. 
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Are  with  bis  higfaness  very  cirdiiiary. 

Stand  from  him,  give  him  air ;  he'll  straight  be  well. 

Cla.  No,  no;  he  cannot  long  hold  out  these  pangs ; 
The  incessant  care  and  labour  of  his  mind 
Hath  wrought  the  mure^^,  that  should  confine  it  in. 
So  thin,  that  life  looks  through,  and  will  break  out. 

P»  Humph.  The  people  feax  me^^;  for  they  do 
observe 
Un£ftdier'd  h^rs^,  and  loathly  birds  of  nature : 
The  seasons  change  their  manners,  as  the  year^^ 
Had  found  some  months  asleep,  and  leap'd  them  over. 

Cla,  The  river  hath  thrice  flow'd,  no  ebb  between  ^* : 
And  the  old  folk,  time's  doting  chronicles. 
Say,  it  did  so,  a  little  time  before 
Hurt;  our  great  graadsire,  Edward,  sick'd  and  died. 

War.  Speak  lower,  princes,  for  the  king  recovers. 

P.  Humph.  This  apc^)]ex  ymXL,  certain,  be  Ins  end. 

K.  Hen.  I  pray  you,  take  me  up,  and  bear  me  hence 
Into  some  oUier  diamber :  soMy,  'pray. 

IThey  convey  the  King  into  an  inner  part  of 
the  room,  and  place  him  on  a  Bed. 
Let  there  be  no  noise  made,  my  gentle  friends ; 

"  Mure  for  1000  is  another  of  Shakspeare's  Ijatuusmt.  It  wac 
not  in  freqnest  use  by  hig  ootemporarieB.  Wrought  it  thin  is 
wiade  it  thin  by  gradual  detrivuiU:  wrwght  being  tbe  preterite  of 
work.  The  same  thought  is  in  Daniel's  Ciyil  Wajrs,  159>,  book  it* 
Daniel  is  also  speaking  of  the  sickness  of  King  Henry  IV.  :^ — 
'  Wearing  the  wall  so  thin  that  now  the  mind 
Might  well  look  throngh,  and  all  his  frailty  find.* 

Shakspeare  is  here  therefore  the  imitator.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  he  would  vead  DanieFs  poem  when  composing  his  historical 
dramas. 

^  To /ear  anciently  signified  to  make  afraid,  as  well  as  to  dread. 
'  A  rengeannce  light  on  thee  that  so  doth/eore  me,  or  makest  me 
M  feared.' — Baret. 

^  That  is,  eqaiyocal  births,  monsters. 

>*  i.  e.  as  if  the  year. 

*'  An  bistMical  f%cU    On  Oct.  12, 1411,  thisliappened. 
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Unless  some  dull  ^^  and  favourable  hand 
Will  whisper  musick  to  my  weary  spirit. 

War,  Call  for  the  musick  in  the  other  room. 

K.  Him.  Set  me  the  crown  upon  my  pillow  here. 

da.  His  eye  is  hollow,  and  he  changes  much. 

TF«r.  Less  noise,  less  noise. 

Enter  Prince  Henry. 

P.  jSem.  Who  saw  the  duke  of  Clarence? 

Cla,  I  am  here,  brother,  full  of  heaviness. 

P.  Hen.  How  now !  rain  within  doors,  and  none 
abroad ! 
How  doth  the  king? 

P.  Humph.  Exceeding  ill. 

P.  Hen.  Heard  he  the  good  news  yet? 

Tell  it  him. 

P.  Humph.  He  altered  much  upon  the  hearing  it 

P.  Hen.  If  be  be  sick 
With  joy,  he  will  recover  without  physick. 

^  Johnson  asserts  that  duU  here  signifies  *  melancholy,  gentle, 
soothing.'  Malone  says  that  it  means  *  producing  dullness  or 
heaviness.'  The  fact  is  that  dnU  and  slow  were  synonymons. 
<  Ihdlness,  slowness;  tarditas,  tardlvet6.  Somewhat  d»iU  or 
skwe ',  tardioscnlns,  tardelet ;'  says  Bwret.  But  Shakspeare  uses 
dubtess  for  drowsiness  in  the  Tempest  And  Baret  has  also  this 
sense : — *  Slow,  dttU,  asleepe,  droosie,  astonied,  hearie ;  torf^ 
dus*  It  has  alwajTs  been  thought  that  slow  music  induces  sleep. 
Ariel  enters  playing  soknm  mime  to  produce  this  effect,  in  the 
Tempest.  The  notion  is  not  peculiar  to  our  great  poet,  as  the 
following  exquisite  lines,  almost  worthy  of  his  hand,  may  wit- 
ness : — 

*  Oh^  lull  me,  lull  me,  charming  air. 

My  senses  rock'd  with  wonder  sweet ; 
Like  snow  on  wool  thy  fallings  are. 
Soft  like  a  spirit  are  thy  feet 
Grief  who  need  fear 
That  hath  an  ear? 
Down  let  him  lie. 
And  slumbering  die. 
And  change  his  soul  for  harmony.' 
(from  Wit  Restored,  1658.>    They  are  attribuUd  toDr.  Strode, 
who  died  in  1644. 
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War.    Not  so  much  noise,   my  lords; — sweet 
prince,  speak  low; 
The  king  your  father  b  dispos'd  to  sleep. 

Cla,  Let  us  withdraw  into  the  other  room. 

War,  Will't  please  your  grace  to  go  along  with  us? 

P.  Hen.  No;  I  will  sit  and  watch  here  by  the 
king  ^'^.  [Exeunt  all  Imt  P.  Henry. 

Why  doth  the  crown  lie  there  upon  his  pillow. 
Being  so  troublesome  a  bedfellow  ? 
O  polish'd  perturbation !  gotden  care ! 
That  keeps  the  ports  ^^  of  slumber  open  wide 
To  many  a  watchful  night! — sleep  with  it  now ! 
Yet  not  so  sound,  and  half  so  deeply  sweet, 
As  he,  whose  brow,  with  homely  biggin  ^^  bound. 
Snores  out  the  watch  of  night.     O  majesty  I 
When  thou  dost  pinch  thy  bearer,  thou  dost  sit 
like  a  rich  armour  worn  in  heat  of  day. 
That  scalds  with  safety.     By  his  gates  of  breath 
There  lies  a  downy  feather,  which  stirs  not : 
Did  he  suspire,  that  light  and  weightless  down 
Perforce  must  move. — My  gracious  lord ! — my  fa- 
ther!— 
This  sleep  is  sound  indeed ;  this  is  a  sleep. 
That  from  this  golden  rigol  ^  hath  divorc'd 

17  The  hint  only  of  this  beantifiil  scene  is  taken  from  Holins- 
hed,  p.  541.  The  poet  has  wrought  np  the  bare  bald  narrmtioii 
of  the  chronicler  in  the  most  pathetic  and  poetical  manner. 

«  Gates. 

^  A  fti^^  was  a  headrband  of  coarse  cloth  ;  so  called  because 
sach  a  forehead-cloth  was  worn  by  the  Regies,  an  order  of 
nuns.  '  Upon  his  he^d  he  wore  a  ^thj  coarse  higgin,  and  next 
it  a  garnish  of  night-caps.'  Naskf  Speaking  of  a  miser  in  his 
Pierce  Pemukss. 

^  i.e.  circle;  probably  from  the  old  Italian  rigolo,  a  small 
wheel.     The  word  has  not  hitherto  been  foond  in  any  other  au- 
thor.    Shakspeare  has  it  again  in  his  Itiq>e  of  Lucrece : — 
*  About  the  mourning  and  congealed  face 
Of  that  black  blood,  a  wat*ry  rigol  goes. 
Ringol  is  used  by  Nash  in  the  same  sense,  in  his  Lenten  Stuffe ; 
and  it  may  also  hare  been  Shakspeare's  word,  when  we  recollect 
that  it  would  have  been  thus  written  in  the  poet's  age— ^o^ 
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So  many  English  kings.    Thy  due^  from  me. 
Is  tears,  and  heavy  sorrows  of  the  bh>od ; 
Which  nature.  We,  and  filial  tenderness. 
Shall,  O  dear  father,  pay  thee  f^nleously : 
My  due,  from  thee,  is  this  impmal  crown; 
Which,  as  immediate  from  thy  place  and  blood. 
Derives  itself  to  me.    Lo,  here  it  sits, — 

[Prntimg  it  om  his  head. 
Which  heaven  shall  guard :  And  put  the  world's 

whole  strength 
Into  one  giant  arm,  it  shall  not  force 
This  lineal  honour  from  me :  This  from  thee 
Will  I  to  mine  leave,  as  'tis  left  to  me.  [Exit. 

K.Hen.  Warwick!  Gloster!  Clarence! 

Re-ejUer  Warwick,  and  the  rest. 

Cla.  Doth  the  king  call  t 

War.  What  would  your  majesty?   How  fares 

your  grace? 
K.  Ben.  Why  did  you  leave  me  here  alone,  n^ 

lords? 
Cla.  We  left  the  prince  my  brother  here,  my  liege. 
Who  undertook  to  sit  and  watch  by  you. 

K.  Hen.  The  prince  of  Wales?  Where  is  he?  let 
me  see  hun : 
He  is  not  here. 

War.  This  door  b  open ;  he  is  gone  this  way. 
P.  Humph.  He  came  noi  through  the  chamber 

where  we  stay'd. 
K.  Hen.  Where  b  the  crown?  who  took  it  from 

my  pillow? 
War.  When  we  withdrew,  my  liege,  we  left  it  here. 
K.  Hen.  The  prince  hath  ta'en  it  hence  :-^go,  seek 
him  out; 
Is  he  so  hasty,  that  he  doth  suppose 
My  sleep  my  death  ? 
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Find  hiniy  my  lord  of  Warwick;  chide  him  hither. 

[Exit  Warwick. 
This  part  of  his  conjoins  with  my  disease, 
And  helps  to  end  me. — See,  sons^what  thii^  you  are ! 
How  quickly  nature  fiedls  into  revolt. 
When  gold  becomes  her  object ! 
For.  this  the  foolish  over-^arefid  fathers 
Have  broke  their  sleep  with  thoughts,  theic  brains 

with  care. 
Their  bones  with  industry; 
For  this  they  have  engrossed  and  pil'd  up 
l^e  canker'd  heaps  of  strange-achieved  gold ; 
For  this  they  have  been  thoughtfol  to  invest 
Their  sons  widi  arts,  and  martial  exercises : 
When,  like  the  bee,  tolling  ^^  from  every  iower 
The  virtuous  sweets; 

Our  thighs  pack*d  with  wax,  our  mouths  with  hcmey. 
We  bring  it  to  the  hive;  and,  like  the  bees. 
Are  inurder'd  for  our  pains.    Thb  bitter  taste 
Yield  his  engrossments^^  to  the  ending  father. — 

Re-enter  Warwick. 

Now,  whelre  is  he  that  will  not  stay  so  long 
Till  his  friend  sickness  hath  determin'd^^  me? 

War,  My  lord,  I  found  the  prince  in  the  next  room. 
Washing  with  kindly  tears  his  gentle  cheeks ; 
With  such  a  deep  demeanour  in  great  sorrow. 
That  tyranny,  which  never  quaflTd  but  blood. 
Would,  by  beholding  him,  have  wash'd  his  knife 
With  gentle  eye-drops.     He  is  coming  hither. 

K.  Hen.  But  wherefore  did  he  take  away  the  crown? 

^»  Taking  toll.  **  AccomiilatioDs. 

^  i.  e.  ended.    It  is  still  used  in  that  sense  in  legal  oonvej- 
auices.     So  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  speaking  of  a  hailstone: — 
*      ■         as  it  delerwunes,  so 
Dissolves  my  life.' 
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Re-enier  Prince  Henry. 

Lo,  where  he  comes. — Come  hither  to  me,  Harry : — 
Depart  the  chamber,  leave  us  here  akme. 

[Exeunt  Clarence,  Prince  Humphrey, 
Lords,  Sfv. 

P.  Hen.  I  never  thought  to  hear  you  speak  again. 

K.Hen.  Thy  wbh  was  father,  Harry,  to  that 
thought : 
I  stay  too  long  by  thee,  I  weary  thee. 
Dost  thou  so  hunger  fw  my  empty  chair. 
That  thou  wilt  needs  invest  thee  with  mine  honours 
Before  iky  hour  be  ripe?  O  foolish  youth ! 
Thou  seek'st  the  greatness  that  will  overwhelm  thee. 
Stay  but  a  little;  for  my  cloud  of  dignity 
Is  held  from  falling  with  so  weak  a  wind. 
That  it  wiU  quickfy  drop :  my  day  is  dim. 
Thou  hast  stoFn  tiAt,  which,  after  some  few  hours. 
Were  thine  without  offence;  and,  at  my  deaths 
Thou  hast  seal'd  up  my  expectation^ : 
Thy  life  did  manifest,  thou  lov'dst  me  not. 
And  thou  wilt  have  me  diie  assured  of  it. 
Thou  hid'st  a  thousand  daggers  in  thy  thoughts; 
Which  thou  hast  whetted  on  thy  stony  heart. 
To  stab  at  half  an  hour^  of  my  life. 
What!  canst  thou  not  forbear  me  half  an  hour? 
Then  get  thee  gone,  and  dig  my  grave  thyself; 
And  bid  the  merry  bells  ring  to  thine  ear. 
That  thou  art  crowned,  not  that  I  am  dead. 
Let  all  the  tears  that  should  bedew  my  hearse. 
Be  drops  of  balm,  to  sanctify  thy  head: 

^  i.  e.  confirmed  mj  opiDion. 

^  Hour,  ancientlj  written  homer,  is  nsed  sometimes  as  a  dis- 
sTlIable,  as  well  by  Shakspeare  as  others.  So  Ben  Joosoa  in 
The  Case  is  Altered:— 

<  Bj  twice  so  many  howeirs  as  would  ill 
The  circle  of  a  year.' 


,y  Google 


S€.  IV.  KINO  HENRY  IV.  860 

Only  compoimd  me  with  forgotten  dust; 

Give  that,  whick  gave  thee  life,  unto  the  worms. 

Pluck  down  my  officers,  break  my  decrees ; 

For  now  a  time  is  come  to  mock  at  form, 

Harry  the  fifth  is  crown'd; — Up,  vanity  I 

Down,  royal  state !  all  you  sage  counsellors,  hence ! 

And  to  the  English  court  assemble  now. 

From  every  region,  apes  of  idleness ! 

Now,  neighbour  confines,  purge  you  of  your  scum: 

Have  you  a  ruffian,  that  will  swear,  drink,  dance, 

Revel  the  night;  rob,  murder,  and  commit 

The  oldest  sins  the  newest  kind  of  ways? 

Be  happy,  he  will  trouble  you  no  more : 

England  shall  double  gild  his  treble  guilt  ^; 

England  shall  give  him  office,  honour,  might : 

For  the  fifth  Harry  from  curb'd  licence  plucks 

The  muzzle  of  restraint,  and  the  wild  dog 

Shall  flesh  lus  tooth  in  every  innocent. 

0  my  poor  kingdom,  sick  with  civil  blows ! 
When  that  my  care  could  not  withhold  thy  riots. 
What  wilt  thou  do,  whmi  riot  is  thy  care  ? 

O,  thou  wilt  be  a  wilderness  again. 
Peopled  with  wolves,  thy  cdd  inhabitants ! 

P.  Hetu  O,  pardon  me,  my  liege !   but  for  my 
tears,  [KneeHng. 

The  moist  impediments  unto  my  speech, 

1  had  forestall'd  this  dear  and  deep  rebuke, 

^  Tbis  playing  upon  words  seemfi  to  have  beeo  highly  admired 
IB  the  age  of  ShaJtspeare.  Thus  Marlowe,  in  bis  Hero  and 
Iteander: — 

'  And  aA  amidst  the  enamoured  waves  he  swims. 
The  god  of  gold  a  purpose  gilt  his  limbs, 
That  this  word  guiU  including  doable  sense. 
The  doable  gvUt  of  his  incontinence. 
Might  be  expressed.' 
Again,  in  Acolastos  his  Afterwit,  a  poem,  by  S.  Nicholson,  1600 : 
O  sacred  thirst  of  goUs,  what  canst  thoa  not  1 — 
SMie  term  thee  pyft,  that  every  soole  might  read,      » 
Even  in  thy  name,  thy  gwUt  is  great  indeed.' 
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£re  you  with  grief  had  spoke,  and  I  had  heard 

The  course  of  it  so  far.     There  is  your  crown ; 

And  He  that  wears  the  crown  immortally. 

Long  guard  it  yours !  If  I  affect  it  more, 

Than  as  your  honour,  and  as  your  renown. 

Let  me  no  more  from  this  obedience  rise. 

Which  my  most  true  and  inward-duteous  spirit 

Teacheth  this  prostrate  and  exterior  bending^ ! 

Heaven  witness  with  me,  when  I  here  came  in. 

And  found  no  course  of  breath  within  your  majesty. 

How  cold  it  struck  my  heart!  tf  I  do  feign, 

O,  let  me  in  my  present  wildness  die ; 

And  never  live  to  show  the  incredulous  world 

The  noble  change  that  I  have  purposed ! 

Coming  to  look  on  you,  thinking  you  dead 

(And  dead  almost,  my  liege,  to  think  you  were), 

I  spake  unto  the  crown  as  having  sense. 

And  thus  upbraided  it :  The  care  on  ikee  depemdmg. 

Hath  fed  upon  the  body  of  my  father; 

Therefore^  thou,  best  of  gold,  art  worst  ofgoUL 

Other,  less  fine  in  carat,  is  more  precious. 

Preserving  life  in  medicine  potable^ : 

But  thou,  most  fine,  most  honour' d,  most  renowned. 

Hast  eat  thy  bearer  up.   Thus,  my  most  royal  li^e. 

Accusing  it,  I  put  it  on  my  head ; 

^  The  Variomin  S&akspeare  reads: — 

'  Let  me  no  more  from  this  obedience  rise 
(Which  mj  most  true  and  inward-dateons  spirit 
Teacheth),  this  prostrate  and  exterior  bending !' 
Johnson  and  others  haye  considered  this  passage  as  obscnre  ifl 
the  eonstmction ;  but  it  was  only  made  so  by  their  wrong  point- 
ing.   The  obrions  sense  is,  '  Let  me  no  more  rise  from  this 
obeisastce,  which  my  most  hytd  and  inwardly  dateons  spirit  teaok- 
eth  this  prostrate  and  exterior  bending/  Oheisatue  and  obeJ&emem 
were  formerly  nsed  indiscriminately  the  one  for  the  other.   TnOh 
is  always  nsed  for  loyalty. 

^  It  was  long  a  prevailing  opinion  that  a  solotion  of  gold  had 
great  medicinal  rirtaes ;  •  and  that  the  inoorroptibilitj  of  the 
metal  might  be  communicated  to  the  body  impregnated  with  it. 
Potable  gold  was  one  of  the  panacea  of  ancient  qnaoks. 
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To  try  with  it^ — as  with  an  enemy, 

That  had  before  my  face  murder'd  my  father, — 

The  quarrel  of  a  true  inheritor. 

But  if  it  did  infect  my  blood  with  joy, 

Or  swell  my  thoughts  to  any  strain  of  pride; 

If  any  rebel  or  vain  spirit  of  mine     ^ 

Did,  with  the  least  affection  of  a  welcome, 

Give  entertainment  to  the  might  of  it. 

Let  God  for  ever  keep  it  from  my  head ! 

And  make  me  as  the  poorest  vassal  is, 

That  doth  with  awe  and  terror  kneel  to  it! 

K.  Hen.  O  my  son ! 
Heaven  put  it  in  thy  mind,  to  take  it  hence. 
That  thou  might'st  win  the  more  thy  father's  love, 
Pleading  so  wisely  in  excuse  of  it. 
Come  hither,  Harry,  sit  thou  by  my  bed ; 
And  hear,  I  think,  the  very  latest  counsel 
That  ever  I  shall  breathe.   Heaven  knows,  my  son. 
By  what  by-paths,  and  indirect  crook'd  ways, 
I  met  this  crown ;  and  T  myself  know  well. 
How  troublesome  it  sat  upon  my  head : 
To  thee  it  shall  descend  with  better  quiet. 
Better  opinion,  better  confirmation ; 
For  all  tiie  soil^  of  the  achievement  goes 
With  me  into  the  earth.     It  seem'd  in  me. 
But  as  an  honour  snatch'd  with  boisterous  hand ; 
And  I  had  many  living,  to  upbraid 
My  gain  of  it  by  their  assistances ; 
Which  daily  grew  to  quarrel  and  to  bloodshed. 
Wounding  supposed^  peace :  all  these  bold  fears *^ 
Thou  see'st  with  peril  I  have  answer'd : 
For  all  my  reign  hath  been  but  as  a  scene 
Acting  that  argument ;  and  now  my  death 

^  Soil  is  stainf  spot,  blemish. 

^  Supposed  peace  is  imagined  peace,  eoonterfeit,  not  real. 
'*  Fears  are  objects  of  fear ;  terrors. 
VOL.  v.  II. 
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Changes  the  mode^ :  for  whatin  me  was  puarehas'd  ^, 
Falls  upon  thee  in  a  more  fairer  sort ; 
So  thou  the  garland  wear'st  successively^. 
Yet,  though  thou  stand'st  more  sure  than  I  could  do. 
Thou  art  not  firm  enough,  since  griefs  are  green : 
And  all  thy  friends,  which  thou  must  make  thy  friends, 
Haye  hut  their  stings  and  teeUi  newly  tft'en  out; 
By  whose  fell  working  I  was  first  adyanc'd. 
And  hy  whose  power  I  well  might  lodge  a  fear 
To  be  again  displac'd :  which  to  ayoid, 
I  cut  them^  off;  and  had  a  purpose  now 
To  lead  out  many  to  the  Holy  Land; 
Lest  rest,  and  lying  still,  might  make  them  look 
Too  near  unto  my  state.    Ttorefore,  lAj  Hairy, 
Be  it  thy  course,  to  busy  giddy  minds 
With  foreign  ^spiarrels ;  that  action,  hence  bomeout; 
May  waste  the  memory  of  the  former  days. 
More  would  I,  but  my  lungs  are  wasted  so. 
That  strength  of  speech  is  utterly  denied  me. 
How  I  c$ime  by  the  crown,  O  God,  forgire*^ ! 
And  grant  it  may  with  thee  in  true  peace  liye ! 
P.  Hen.  My  gracious  liege, 

^  The  mode  is  the  state  or  form  of  things. 

^  Purchased  heM  si^fiss  obUUMd  fy  eager  pwramt.  It  is 
from  the  French  pourckas,  and  was  sometimes  so  spelled  when 
used  to  signify  the  obtaining  of  lands  or  honoiirs  bj  any  other 
means  than  by  title  or  descent.  See  Spelman's  Glossary,  in 
jmrckacia ;  and  MinsheVs  Guide  to  the  Tongnes,  in  pomrchas, 

^  i.e.  hy  order  of  succession.  Johnson  obserres  that  '  cYerj 
usurper  snatches  a  claim  of  hereditary  right  as  soon  as  he  can.' 
So  did  Richard  Cromwell  in  his  first  speech  to  parliament: — 
*  For  my  own  part  being,  by  the  providence  of  God,  and  the 
disposition  of  the  law,  my  father's  successory  and  beariag  the 
place  in  the  goTemment  that  I  do/  &c. — Harleum  MiKdUaKfff 
yol.  i.  p.  21. 

^  Mason  proposes  to  read  '  I  ont  some  of,  which  seems  indeed 
necessary.  The  sense  would  then  be,  *  Some  I  hare  cut  off,  and 
many  I  intended  to  lead  to  the  Holy  Land.' 

^  This  is  a  troe  picture  of  a  mind  dirided  between  heaven 
and  earth.  He  prays  for  the  prosperity  of  guilt;  while  he  de- 
precates its  pumshmelit. 
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You  woB  it,  wore  it,  kept  it,  gave  it  me ; 
Tlien  plain,  and  right,  must  my  possession  be : 
Which  I,  with  more  than  with  a  common  pain, 
'Gainst  all  the  world  will  rightfully  maintain. 

Enter  Prince  John  o/* Lancaster,  Warwick, 
Lords,  and  Others, 

K.  Hen,   Look,  look,  here  comes  my  John  of 

Lancaster. 
P.  John.  Health,  peace,*  and  happiness,  to  my 

royal  father ! 
K.  Hen,  Thou  bring'st  me  happiness,  and  peace, 
son  John ; 
But  health,  alack,  with  youthful  wings  is  flown 
From  this  bare,  wither'd  trunk :  upon  thy  sight. 

My  worldly  business  makes  a  period. 

Where  is  my  lord  of  Warwick? 

P.  Hen,  My  lord  of  Warwick ! 

K,  Hen,  Doth  any  name  particular  belong 
Unto  the  lodging  where  I  first  did  swoon  ? 
War,  Tis  called  Jerusalem,  my  noble  lord. 
K,  Hen,  Laud  be  to  God ! — even  there  my  life 
must  end  ^. 

^  *  At  length  he  recorered  his  speech  and  understanding,  and 
perceiying  himselfe  in  a  strange  place,  which  he  knew  not,  he 
willed  to  know  if  the  chamher  had  anie  particular  name,  where- 
onto  answer  was  made,  that  it  was  called  Jerusalem,  Then  said 
the  king.  Lands  be  giren  to  the  Father  of  Heaven,  for  now  I 
know  that  I  shall  die  here  in  this  chamber,  according  to  the  pro- 
phesie  of  me  declared,  that  I  should  depart  this  life  in  Jernsa- 
lemJ—HoUnshedy  p.  541. 

The  late  Dr.  Vincent  pointed  oat  a  remarkable  coincidence  in 
a  passage  of  Anna  Cemnena  (Alexias',  lib.  yi.  p.  162,  ed.  Paris, 
1658),  relating  to  the  death  of  Robert  Goiscard,  king  of  Sicily, 
in  a  place  called  Jerusalem,  at  Cephalonia.  In  Lodge's  Devils 
Conjnred  is  a  similar  story  of  Pope  Sylvester;  bnt  the  Pope 
outwitted  the  DevU.  And  Fuller,  in  his  Church  History,  bl  v. 
p.  178,  r^ates  something  of  the  same  kind  about  Cardinal  Wol* 
sey,  of  whom  it  had  been  predicted  that  he  should  have  his  end  at 
Kingston.  Which  was  thought  to  be  fulfilled  by  his  dying  in 
the  custody  of  Sir  William  Kingston. 
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It  hath  been  prophesied  to  me  many  years,     . 

I  should  not  die  but  in  Jerusalem; 

Which  vainly  I  suppos'd,  the  Holy  Land: — 

But,  bear  me  to  that  chamber;  there  111  lie ; 

In  that  Jerusalem  shall  Harry  die.  [Exempt. 


ACT  V. 

SCENE  I.     Glostershke.    A  Hall  in  Shallow's 
House, 

Enter  Shallow,  Falstaff,  Bardolph, 
oiu^Page. 

Shai.  By  cock  and  pyeS  sir,  you  shall  not  away 
to-night What,  Davy,  I  say ! 

Fal.  You  must  excuse  me,  master  Robert  Shal- 
low. 

ShaL  I  wiU  not  excuse  you;  you  shall  not  be 
excused;  excuses  shall  not  be  admitted;  there  b 

*  This  adjuration,  which  seems  to  hare  been  a  popular  sob- 
stitnte  for  profane  swearing,  occurs  in  sereral  old  plajs.  Thas 
in  Soliman  and  Perseda,  1599 : — *  By  cock  and  pie  and  monse-^ 
foot'  In  Wilj  Beguiled,  1606: — '  Now  6^  cock  and  pie,  joa 
neTer  spake  a  tmer  word  in  joor  life/  In  The  Two  Angry 
Women  of  Abingdon,  1599 : — 

'  Merry  go  sorry,  cock  and  pie,  my  hearts.' 
By  cock  is  supposed  to  be  a  corraption  or  disguise  of  the  nane 
of  God  in  faronr  of  pions  ears :  bat  the  addition  of  pie  has  not 
yet  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  It  has  been  conjectared 
that  it  Viay  be  only  a  ludicrous  oath  by  the  common  sign  of  aa 
alehouse,  The  Cock  and  Magpie,  or  Cock  and  Pie,  being  a  most 
ancient  and  favourite,  sign.  It -should  appear  from  the  following 
passage,  in  A  Catechisme  containing  the  Snmme  of  Religion,  by 
George  Giffard,  1583,  that  it  was  not  considered  as  a  corroptioa 
of  the  sacred  name.  '  Men  suppose  that  they  do  not  offende 
when  they  do  not  sweare  falsely ;  and  because  they  will  not  take 
the  name  of  God  to  abuse  it,  they  sware  by  twudl  things;  as  ly 
eock  and  pie,  by  the  monsefoot,  and  many  such  like.' 
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no  excuse  shall  serve;  you  shall  not  be  excused. — 
Why,  Davy! 

Enter  Davy. 

Doty.  Here,  sir. 

ShaL  Davy,  Davy,  Davy, — let  me  see,  Davy; 
let  me  see: — yea,  marry,  William  cook,  bid  him 
come  hither. — Sir  John»  you  shall  not  be  excused. 

Davy.  Marry,  sir,  thus; — ^Uiose  precepts^  cannot 
be  served :  and,  again,  sir, — Shall  we  sow  the  head- 
land with  wheat? 

ShaL  With  red  wheat,  Davy.  But  for  William 
cook : Are  there  no  young  pigeons? 

Davy.   Yes,  sir. Here  is  now  the  smithes 

note,  for  shoeing,  and  plough-iroas. 

;SS^.  Let  it  be  caat^,  and  paid : — Sir  John,  you 
shall  not  be  excused. 

Davy.  Now,  sir,  a  new  link  to  the  bucket  must 
needs  be  had; — And,  sir,  do  you  mean  to  stop  any 
of  William's  wages,  about  the  sack  he  lost  the  olher 
day  at  Hinckley  fair? 

Shal.    He  shall  answer  it: Some  pigeons, 

Davy;  a  couple  of  short-legged  hens;  a  joint  of 
mutton ;  and  any  pretty  little  tiny  kickshaws,  tell 
William  cook. 

Davy.  Doth  the  man  of  war  stay  all  night,  sir  ? 

Shal.  Yes,  Davy.  I  will  use  him  well;  A  friend 
i'the  court  b  better  than  a  penny  in  purse  ^.     Use 

'  Precepts  are  warrants.    Dayy  has  almost  as  many  emplpy- 
ments  as  Scrub  in  The  Beaux  Stratagem. 
'  i.  e.  cast  up,  computed. 

*  '  A  friend  in  court  is  worth  a  penny  in  purse'  is  one  of  Cam- 
den's proverbial  sentences.    See  his  Bemaines,  4to.  1606.    So 
Chaucer,  in  his  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  ver.  6640 : — 
'  Friendship  is  more  than  cattel ; 
For  friend  in  cmrte  me  better  is 
Than  femf  is  in  purse,  certis.' 

I  I2 
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his  men  well,  Dayy;  for  they  are  arrant  knaves, 
and  will  backbite. 

Davy.  No  worse  than  they  are  back-bitten,  sir; 
for  they  have  marvellous  foul  linen. 

Shal.  Well  conceited,  Davy.  About  thy  busi- 
ness, Davy. 

Davy.  I  beseech  you,  sir,  to  countenance  Wil- 
liam Visor  of  Wincot^  against  Clement  Perkes  of 
the  hill. 

Shal,  There  are  many  complaints,  Davy,  against 
that  Visor;  that  Visor  is  an  arrant  knave  on  my 
knowledge. 

Davy.  I  grant  your  worship,  that  he  is  a  knave,, 
sir:  but  yet,  God  forbid,  sir,  but  a  knave  should 
hav^  some  countenance  at  hb  friend's  request.  An 
honest  man,  sir,  is  able  to  speak  for  himself,  when  a 
knave  is  not.  I  have  served  your  worship  truly,  sir, 
this  eight  years ;  and  if  I  cannot  once  or  twice  in  a 
quarter  bear  out  a  knave  against  an  honest  man,  I 
have  but  a  very  little  credit  with  your  worship  ^ 
The  knave  is  mine  honest  Mend,  sir ;  therefore,  I 
beseech  your  worship,  let  him  be  countenanced. 

Shal.  Go  to;  I  say,  he  shall  have  no  wrong. 
Look  about,  Davy.  [Exit  Davy.]  Where  are  you^ 
Sir  Johh  ?  Come,  off  with  your  boots. — Give  me 
your  hand,  master  Bardolph. 

^  Wihecote,  or  Wincot,  is  a  Tillage  in  Warwickshire,  near 
Stratford.     The  old  copies  read  Woncot. 

'  This  is  no  exaggerated  picture  of  the  coarse  of  justice  ia 
Shakspeare's  time.  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  in  a  speech  to  parlia- 
ment,  1659,  says,  '  Is  it  not  a  monstrous  disguising  to  hare  a 
justice  a  maintainor,  acquitting  some  for  gain,  enditing  others 
for  malice,  hearing  with  him  as  his  servant,  orerthrowing  the 
ether  as  his  enemy.'  If  Ewes,  p.  34.  He  repeats  the  same  words 
again  in  1571.  Jb.  153.  A  memher  of  the  house  of  commons, 
in  1601,  says,  '  A  justice  of  peace  is  a  living  creature,  that  for 
half  a  dozen  chickens  will  dispense  with  a  dozen  of  penal  sta- 
tutes,' &c. 
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Bard.  I  am  glad  to  see  your  worship. 

ShaL  I  thank  thee  with  all  my  heart,  kmd  master 
Bardolph: — and  welcome,  my  tall  fellow.  [To  the 
Page.]    Come,  Sir  John.  [Exit  Shallow. 

Fal.  Ill  follow  you,  good  master  Robert  Shallow. 
Bardolph,  look  to  our  horses.  [Exeunt  Bajldolvk 
and  Page.]  If  I  were  sawed  into  quantities,  I 
should  make  four  dozen  of  such  bearded  hermit's- 
stayes  as  master  Shallow.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing, 
to  see  the  semblable  coherence  of  his  men's  spirits 
and  his:  They,  by  observing  him,  do  bear  them- 
selves like  foolish  justices ;  he,  by  conversing  with 
them,  is  turned  into  a  justicelike  serving-man;  their 
spirits  are  so  married  in  conjunction  with  the  parti- 
cipation of  society,  that  they  flock  together  in  con- 
sent 7,  like  so  many  wild  geese.  If  I  had  a  suit  to 
master  Shallow,  I  would  humour  his  men,  with  the 
imputation  of  being  near  their  master^:  if  to  his 
men,  I  would  curry  with  master  Shallow,  that  no 
man  could  better  command  his  servants.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  either  wise  bearing,  or  ignorant  carriage, 
is  caught,  as  men  take  diseases,  one  of  another: 
therefore,  let  men  take  heed  of  their  company.  I 
will  devbe  matter  enough  out  of  this  Shallow,  to 
keep  Prince  Harry  in  continual  laughter,  the  wear- 
ing-out of  six  fashions  (which  is  four  terns,  or  two 
actions^),  and  he  shall  lau^  without  intervallums. 
O,  it  is  much,  that  a  lie,  with  a  slight  oath,  and  a 
jest,  with  a  sad  brow^^,  will  do  with  a  fellow  that 

7  Coiuent  is  accord,  agreement ;  a  combinatioD  for  any  parti- 
cular purpose.  Baret  cenders  '  secta,  a  dirers  consenie  in  sundry 
wilful  opinions.'     See  note  on  Macbeth,  Act  ii.  So.  1,  p.  240. 

^  i.  e.  admitted  to  their  master's  confidence. 

'  There  is  something  homoroos  in  making  a  spendthrift  com-» 
pate  time  bj  the  operation  of  an  action  for  debt. 

*<>  i.  e.  a  serious  face.     So  in  The  Winter's  Tale : — 
'  Mj  father  and  the  gentlemen  are  in  sad  talk.' 
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never  had  the  ache  in  his  shoulders !  O,  you  shall 
see  him  laugh,  till  his  face  be  like  a  wet  cloak  ill 
laid  up. 

Shal.  [Within.]  Sir  John! 

FaL  I  come,  mast^  Shallow;  I  come,  master 
Shallow.  [Exit  Falstaff. 

SCENE  II. 
Westminster.     A  Room  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  Warwick,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice. 
War.  How  bow,  my  lord  duef  justice?  whither 

away? 
€h.Just.  How  doth  the  king? 
War,  Exceeding  well;  his  cares  are  now  all  ended. 
Ch.  Just.  I  hope,  not  dead. 
War.  He's  walk'd  the  way  of  nature ; 

And,  to  our  purposes,  he  lives  no  more. 

Ch.  Just.  I  would,  his  majesty  had  call'd  me  with 
him: 
The  service  that  I  truly  did  his  life. 
Hath  left  me  open  to  all  injuries. 

War.  Indeed,  I  think,  the  young  king  loves  you  not. 
Ch.  Just.  I  know,  he  doth  not ;  and  do  arm  myself. 
To  welcome  the  condition  of  the  time ; 
Which  cannot  look  more  hideously  upon  me 
Than  I  have  drawn  it  in  my  fantasy. 

Enter  Prince  Joitn,  Prince  Humphrey, 
Clarence,  Westmoreland,  and  Others. 

War.  Here  come  the  heavy  issue  of  dead  Harry: 
O,  that  the  living  Harry  had  the  temper 
Of  him,  the  worst  of  these  three  gentlemen ! 
How  many  nohles  then  should  hold  their  places. 
That  must  strike  sail  to  spirits  of  vile  sort ! 

Ch.  Just.  Alas !  I  fear,  all  will  be  overturned. 
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P.  John.  Good  morrow,  cousin  Warwick. 

P.  Humph,  Cla,  Good  morrow,  cousin. 

P^  John.  We  meet  like  men  that  had  forgot  to 

speak. 
War.  We  do  remember ;  but  our  argument 
Is  all  too  heavy  to  admit  much  talk. 
P.  John.  Well,  peace  be  with  him  that  hath  made 

us  heavy ! 
Ch,  Just.  Peace  be  with  us,  lest  we  be  heavier ! 
P*  Humph.  O,  good  my  lord,  you  have  lost  a 
friend,  indeed : 
And  I.  dare  swear,  you  borrow  not  that  face 
Of  seeming  sorrow ;  it  is,  sure,  your  own. 
P.  John.  Though  no  man  be  assured  what  grace 
to  find. 
You  stand  in  coldest  expectation : 
I  am  the  sorrier;  Vould,  'twere  otherwise. 

Cla.  Well,  you  must  now  speak  Sir  John  Falstaff 
fair; 
Which  swims  against  your  stream  of  quality. 
Ch.Just.  Sweet  princes,  what  I  did,  I  did  in  ho- 
nour, ' 
Led  by  the  impartial  conduct  of  my  soul ; 
And  never  shall  you  see,  that  I  will  beg 
A  ragged  and  forestalled  remission^. — 
If  truth  and  upright  innocency  fail  me, 
I'll  to  the  king  my  master  that  is  dead. 
And  tell  him  who  hath  sent  me  after  him. 
War.  Here  comes  the  prince. 

*  '  A  ragged  and  forestalled  remission'  is  a  remission  or  par- 
don obtained  bj  beggarly  supplication.  Forestalling  is  prevention. 
In  a  former  scene  the  prince  says  to  his  father : — 

*  But  for  my  tears,  &c. 

I  had  forestaWd  this  dear  and  deep  rebake.' 
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Enter  King  Henry  V. 

Ch.  Jmt,  Good  morrow ;  and  heav^i  save  your 
majesty ! 

King.  This  new  and  gorgeous  garment,  miyesty. 
Sits  not  so  easy  on  me  as  you  think. — 
Brothers,  you  mix  your  sadness  with  some  fear; 
This  is  the  English,  not  the  Turkish  court; 
Not  Amurath  an  Amurath^  succeeds. 
But  Harry  Harry :  Yet  be  sad,  good  brothers^ 
For,  to  speak  truth,  it  yery  well  becomes  you ; 
Sorrow  so  royally  in  you  appears. 
That  I  will  deeply  put  the  fashion  on. 
And  wear  it  in  my  heart     Why  then,  be  sad : 
But  entertain  no  more  of  it,  good  brothers. 
Than  a  joint  burden  laid  upon  us  all. 
For  me,  by  heaven,  I  bid  you  be  assur'd, 
I'll  be  your  father  and  your  brother  too ; 
Let  me  but  bear  your  love,  I'll  bear  your  cares. 
Yet  weep,  that  Harry's  dead ;  and  so  will  I : 
But  Harry  lives,  that  shall  convert  those  tears. 
By  number,  mto  hours  of  happiness. 

P.  John,6fc.  We  hope  no  other  from  your  majesty. 

King,  You  all  look  strangely  on  me;-r-and  you 
most ;  [  To  the  Chief  Justice. 

You  are,  I  think,  assur'd  I  love  you  not 

Ch.  Jmt.  I  am  assured,  if  I  be  measur'd  rightly. 
Your  majesty  hath  no  just  cause  to  hate  me. 

King.  No! 
How  might  a  prince  of  my  great  hopes  forget 

•  Amarath  IV.  emperor  of  the  Turks,  died  in  1696;  his 
second  son,  Amurath,  who  succeeded  him,  had  all  his  brothers 
strangled  at  a  feast,  to  which  he  invited  them,  while  jet  ignorant 
of  their  father's  death.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Shakspesre 
alludes  to  this  transaction.  The  play  may  have  been  writtea 
while  the  fact  was  still  recent. 
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So  great  indignities  you  laid  upon  me?^ 
What!  rate,  rebuke,  and  roughly  send  to  prison 
The  immediate  heir  of  England?  Was  this  easy^? 
May  this  be  wash'd  in  Lethe,  and  forgotten  ? 

Ch,  Just,  I  then  did  use  the  person  of  your  father; 
The  image  of  his  power  lay  then  in  me : 
And,  in  the  administration  of  his  law, 
Whiles  I  was  busy  for  the  commonwealth. 
Your  highness  pleased  to  forget  my  place, 
The  majesty  and  power  of  law  and  justice. 
The  image  of  the  king  whom  I  presented, 
And  struck  me  in  my  very  seat  of  judgment^; 
!Whereon,  as  an  offender  to  your  father, 
I  gave  bold  way  to  my  authority. 
And  did  commit  you.     If  die  deed  were  ill. 
Be  you  contented,  wearing  now  tiie  garland. 
To  have  a  son  set  your  decrees  at  nought; 
To  pluck  down  justice  from  your  awful  bench; 
To  trip  the  course  of  law,  and  blunt  the  sword 
That  guards  thiB  peace  and  safety  of  your  person ; 
Nay,  more ;  to  spurn  at  your  most  royal  image, 

'  Was  this  easy?  was  this  a  light  offence?  Thus  in  King 
Henry  VI.  Part  il.  Act  iii.  Sc.  1  :— 

' These  faults  are  easy,  qoioklj  answer'd.' 

And  Lord  Surrey  has : — 

*  Easy  sighes,  sach  as  folks  draw  in  loye.' 
Baret  has :  '  very  easily  or  Ughtly ;  perfacile ;  legierement.' 

^  It  has  already  been  remarked  that  Sir  William  Grascoigne, 
the  chief  jnstice  in  this  play,  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. ; 
and  consequently  this  scene  has  no  foundation  in  fact.  Shak- 
speare  was  misled  by  Stowe,  or  probably  was  careless  about  the 
matter.  While  Gascoigne  was  at  the  bar  Henry  of  Bolingbroke 
was  his  client,  who  appointed  him  bis  attorney  to  sue  out  his 
iJTery  in  the  Court  of  Wards ;  but  Richard  II.  defeated  his  pur- 
pose. When  Bolingbroke  became  Henry  IV.  he  appointed  Gas- 
eoigne  chief  justice.  In  that  station  he  acquired  the  character 
of  a  learned,  upright,  wise,  and  intrepid  judge.  The  story  of 
bis  committing  the  prince  is  told  by  Sir  Thomas  El  jot,  in  his 
book  entitled  The  Gorernor  -,  but  Shakspeare  followed  the  Chro- 
nicles. 
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And  mock  your  workings  in  a  second  body^. 
Question  your  royal  thoughts,  make  the  case  yours; 
Be  now  the  father,  and  propose  a  son  ^ : 
Hear  your  own  dignity  so  much  profan'd. 
See  your  most  dreadful  laws  so  loosely  slighted. 
Behold  yourself  so  by  a  son  disdained ; 
And  then  imagine  me  taking  your  part. 
And,  in  your  power,  soft  silencing  your  son : 
After  this  cold  considerance,  sentence  me ; 
And,  as  you  are  a  king,  speak  in  your  state  ^, 
What  I  have  done,  that  misbecame  my  place. 
My  person,  or  my  liege's  sovereignty. 

King.  You  are  right,  justice,  and  you  weigh  this 
well; 
Therefore  still  bear  the  balance  and  the  sword : 
And  I  do  wish  your  honours  may  mcrease. 
Till  you  do  live  to  see  a  son  of  mine 
Offend  you,  and  obey  you,  as  I  did. 
So  shall  I  live  to  speak  my  father's  words ; — 
Happy  am  /,  that  have  a  num  90  bold. 
That  daret  do  justice  an  my  proper  wn  : 
And  not  less  happy,  having  such  a  son. 
That  would  deUver  up  his  greatness  so 
Into  the  hands  of  justice. — You  did  commit  me: 
For  which,  I  do  commit  into  your  hand 
The  unstain'd  sword  that  you  have  us'd  to  bear; 
!With  this  remembrance^, — That  you  use  the  same 
With  the  like  bold,  just,  and  imfmrtial  spirit. 
As  you  have  done  'gainst  me.    There  is  my  hand ; 
You  shall  be  as  a  father  to  my  youth : 
My  voice  shall  sound  as  you  do  prompt  mine  ear; 
And  I  will  stoop  and  humble  my  intents 

^  Treat  with  contempt  yoar  acts  executed  bj  a  representative. 
^  i.  e.  image  to  yourself  that  yon  have  a  sod.     So  in  Titu 
Andronicos : — 

* a  thousand  deaths  I  coald  propose,* 

''  In  yoor  regal  character  and  office. 

'  Rtmembrcmce ;  that  is  admonition  or  warning. 
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To  your  well  practis'd,  wise  directions. 

Andy  princes  all,  believe  me,  I  beseech  you ;- r- 
My  father  is  gone  wild  into  his  graved. 
For  in  his  tomb  lie  my  affections ; 
And  with  his  spirit  sadly  *^  I  survive. 
To  mock  the  expectation  of  the  world;. 
To  frustrate  prophecies ;  and  to  raze  out 
Rotten  opinion,  who  hath  writ  me  down 
After  my  seeming.    The  tide  of  blood  in  me 
Hath  proudly  flowed  in  vanity,  till  now : 
Now  doth  it  turn,  and  ebb  back  to  the  sea ; 
Where  it  shall  mingle  with  the  state  ^^  of  floods. 
And  flow  henceforth  in  formal  majesty. 
Now  call  we  our  high  court  of  parliament : 
And  let  us  choose  such  limbs  of  noble  counsel. 
That  the  great  body  of.  our  state  may  go 
In  equal  rank  with  the  best-govem'd  nation 
That  war,  or  peace,  or  both  at  once,  may  be 

As  things  acquainted  and  familiar  to  us ; 

In  which  you,  father,  shall  have  foremost  hand. — 
[To  the  Lord  Chief  Justice. 
Our  coronation  done,  we  will  accite  ^^, 
As  I  before  remember'd,  all  our  state : 
And  (God  consigning  to  my  good  intents). 
No  prince,  nor  peer,  shall  have  just  cause  to  say, — 
Heaven  shorten  Harry's  happy  life  one  day. 

[Exeunt. 

'  The  meaning  is,  Mj  wild  dispositions  having  ceased  on  my 
faUier's  death,  and  being  now  as  it  were  buried  in  his  tomb,  he 
and  wildness  are  interred  in  the  same  ffrhve.  This  is  confirmed 
bj  a  passage  in  King  Henry  V. : — 

'  The  coorses  of  his  yonth  promis'd  it  not : 
The  breath  no  sooner  left  his  father's  body, 
But  that  his  wildness,  mortified  in  him, 
Seem'd  to  die  too.' 
'^  Sadhf  is  soberly,  seriously ;  sad  is  opposed  to  wild. 
"  That  is.  With  the  majestic  dignity  of  the  ocean,  the  chief  of 
floods.  1^  Summons. 

VOL.  V.  K  K 
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SCENE  III. 
Glostershire.     The  Garden  of  Shallow's  Home. 

Enter  Falstaff,    Shallow,  Silence,   Bar- 
DOLPH,  the  Page,  and  Davy. 

ShaL  Nay,  you  shall  see  mine  orchard :  where, 
in  an  arbour,  we  will  eat  a  last  year's  pippin  of  my 
own  graffing,  with  a  dish  of  carraways^,  and  so  forth ; 
—come,  cousin  Silence ; — and  then  to  bed. 

FaL  'Fore  God,  you  have  here  a  goodly  dwel- 
ling, and  a  rich. 

ShaL  Barren,  barren,  barren ;  beggars  all,  beggar» 
all.  Sir  John: — marry,  good  air. — Spread,  Davy; 
spread,  Davy;  well  said,  Davy. 

FaL  This  Davy  serves  you  for  good  uses ;  he  \» 
your  serving-man,  and  your  husbandman. 

ShaL  A  good  varlet,  a  good  varlet,  a  very  good 
varlet,  Sir  John. — By  the  mass,  I  have  drunk  too 

much  sack  at  supper : a  good  varlet.     Now  sit 

down,  now  sit  down : — come,  cousin. 

SiL  Ah,  sirrah !  quoth-a, — we  shall 

Do  nothing  but  eat,  and  make  good  cheer, 

[Singing. 

And  praise  heaven  for  the  merry  year; 

*  This  passage,  which  was  long  a  subject  of  dispate,  some 
pertinacionslj  maintaining  that  carraways  meant  apples  of  that 
name,  has  been  at  length  properly  explained  by  the  following 
quotations  from  Cogan's  Haven  of  Health,  1509 : — *  For  the  same 
purpose  careway  seeds  are  used  to  be  made  in  comfits,  mmd  <•  W 
taten  with  appies,  and  snrely  very  good  for  that  pnrpoae,  for  all 
soch  things  as  breed  wind,  woold  be  eaten  with  other  things  that 
breake  wind.'  Again : — *  Howbeit  we  are  wont  to  eate  cmrm- 
waies,  or  bisketSy  or  some  other  kind  of  comfits  or  seedes,  toge- 
ther with  apples,  thereby  to  breake  winde  ingendred  by  them ; 
and  surely  this  is  a  yerie  good  way  for  students.'  The  truth  is, 
that  apples  and  carraways  were  formerly  always  eaten  together ; 
and  it  is  said  that  they  are  still  served  up  on  particular  days  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
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When  flesh  is  cheap,  and  females  dear^. 
And  lusty  lads  roam  here  and  there. 
So  merrihj. 
And  ever  among  so  merrily, 
FaL  There's  a  merry  heart! — Good  master  Si- 
lence, I'll  give  you  a  health  for  that  anon. 
ShaL  Give  master  Bardolph  some  wine,  Davy. 
Davy.  Sweet  sir,  sit ;  [Seating  Bardolph  and 
the  Page  at  another  tt^le.]  Ill  be  with  you  anon: — 

most  sweet  sir,  sit. Master  page,  good  master 

page,  sit :  proface^ !  What  you  want  in  meat,  well 
have  in  drink.    But  you  must  bear ;  The  heart's  aU. 

[Exit. 
ShaL  Be  merry,  master  Bardolph ; — ^and  my  little 
soldier  there,  be  merry. 
Sil.  Be  merry,  he  merry,  my  wife  has  all; 

[Singing. 
For  women  are  shrews,  both  short  and  tall: 
'Tis  merry  in  hall,  when  beards  wag  all*, 

'  The  character  of  Silence  is  admirably  sastaioed ;  he  woald 
scarce!  J  speak  a  word  before,  and  now  there  is  no  end  to  his 
gtrmlitj.     He  has  a  catch  for  every  occasion : — 

'  When  flesh  is  cheap  and  females  dear,* 
Here  the  doable  sense  of  dear  must  be  remembered. 

*  An  expression  of  welcome  eqniyalent  to  Much  good  may  it 
do  you  !  Steeyens  conjectured  it  to  be  from  the  old  French  Bon 
frou  leuT  fac^y  which  is  to  be  fbnnd  in  Cotgraye  in  voce  Prod. 
Steeyens  was  yery  near  the  mark,  for  Mr.  Nares  has  pointed  out 
its  tme  origin  in  the  old  Norman  French  or  Romance  language. 
*  Proupace  souhait,  qui  yeut  dire  bien  vous  fasse,  prqficiat.*—^^ 
BoQCEFORT  Glossaire  de  la  Langue  Romane,  Old  Heywood  had 
explained  it  long  before : — 

'  Reader,  reade  this  thus:  for  preface, preface. 

Much  good  may  it  do  you,'  &c. 
la  Cayendisb*s  Life  of  Wolsey,  p.  132,  ed.  1825,  it  thus  occurs : 
— *  Before  the  second  course,  my  lord  cardinal  came  in  amons 
them,  booted  and  spurred,  all  suddenly,  and  bade  them  prqface. 

*  This  proyerbifJ  rhyme  is  of  great  antiquity }  Jt  is  found  in 
Adam  Davie's  life  oC Alexander: — 

*  Merrie  swithe  it  is  in  hall 
When  the  berdes  wayeth  alle.' 
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And  welcome  merry  ikrove-tide^. 

Be  merry,  be  merry y  &c« 

FaL  I  did  not  think,  master  Silence  had  been  a 
man  of  this  mettle. 

Sil.  Who  I  ?  I  have  been  merry  twice  and  once, 
ere  now. 

Re-enter  Davy. 

Davy.  There  is  a  dish  of  leather-coats^  for  you. 
[Setting  them  before  Bardolph. 

Shal.  Davy,— 

Davy.  Your  worship? — I'll  be  with  you  straight 
[  To  Bard.] — A  cup  of  wine,  sir  ? 

Sil.  A  cup  oftDtne,  that's  brisk  andfine^ 

And  drink  wnto  the  lemon  mine;  [Singing. 

And  a  merrj/  heart  lives  long-a. 

Fal.  Well  said,  master  Silence. 

Sil.  And  we  shall  be  merry; — ^now  comes  in  the 
sweet  of  the  night 

Fal.  Health  and  long  life  to  you,  master  Silence. 

Sil.  Fill  the  cup,  and  let  it  come; 

r II  pledge  you  a  mile  to  the  bottom. 

Shal.  Honest  Bardolph,  welcome :  if  thou  wantest 
any  thing,  and  wilt  not  call,  beshrew  thy  heart — 
Welcome,  my  litde  tiny  thief;  [To  the  Page.]  and 
welcome,  indeed,  too. — I'll  drink  to  master  Bar- 
dolph, and  to  all  the  cavaleroes  about  London. 

Davy.  I  hope  to  see  London  once  ere  I  die. 

^  Shrovetide  was  the  ancient  atmivaJ;  *  In  most  places  where 
the  Romish  religion  is  generallj  professed,  it  is  a  time  wbereia 
more  than  ordinary  liberty  is  tolerated,  as  it  were  in  recompeose 
of  the  abstinence  (penance  which  is  to  be  undergone  for  a  time) 
for  the  future  :  whence  by  a  metaphor  it  may  be  taken  for  any 
time  of  rioting  or  licence.'— PAi%Mr>  World  of  Wards.  T.  War- 
ton  does  not  seem  to  have  known  that  shroveiide  and  emwml 
were  the  same,  or  that  camiacq^mm  and  carmsprwimm  were  the 
low  Latin  terms  for  the  latter.  Shrovetide  was  a  season  of  sneh 
mirth  that  shroving,  or  to  shrooet  signified  to  be  merry. 

^  Apples  commonly  called  rnssetines. 
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Bard.  An  I  might  see  you  there,  Dayy, — 

ShaL  By  the  mass,  you'll  crack  a  quart  together. 
Ha !  will  you  not,  master  Bardolph  ? 

Bard.  Yes,  sir,  in  a  pottle  pot. 

Shal,  I  thank  thee: — ^The  knave  will  stick  by 
thee,  I  can  assure  thee  that:  he  will  not  out;  he  is 
true  bred. 

Bard.  And  I'll  stick  by  him,  sir. 
'  Shal.  Why,  there  spoke  a  king.     Lack  nothing : 
be  merry.    [Knocking  hcard.l    Look  who's  at  door 
there:  Ho!  who  knocks?  [£anV  Davy. 

Fed.  Why,  now  you  have  done  me  right. 

[To  Silence,  wlio  drinks  a  bumper. 

Sil.  Do  me  right'' y  [Singing. 

And  dub  me  knight^: 
Samingo^, 
Is't  not  so  ? 

Fal.  Tis  so. 

"^  To  do  a  man  right  and  to  d«  km  reason  were  formerly  the 
unal  expressions  in  pledging  healths ;  he  who  drank  a  hamper 
expected  that  a  hamper  shoald  be  drank  to  his  toast.  To  this 
Bishop  Hall  aUudes  in  his  Qao  Yadis : — <  Those  foruus  of  cere- 
momioua  qiH^nff,  in,  which  men  have  learned  to  make  gods  of 
others  and  beasts  of  themselves :  and  lose  their  reason^  whiles 
tbey  pretend  to  do  reason,* 

^  He  who  drank  a  hamper  on  his  knees  to  the  health  of  his 
aistress  was  dubbed  a  knight  for  the  evening. 

•  In  Nashe's  play  called  Summer's  Last  Will  and  Testament, 
1600,  Bacchus  sings  the  following  catch : — 

*  MolisieiUr  Mingo  for  quaiiag  doth  surpass 
In  oup,  or  can,  or  glass ; 
Crod  Bacchus,  do  me  right. 
And  dub  me  knight, 

Domingo.' 
In  Rowland's  Epigrams,  1600,  Monsieur  Donnngo  is  qelebrated 
u  a  toper.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  introduction  of  Do- 
mingo as  a  burthen  to  a  drinking  song  was  intended  as  a  satire 
OD  the  luxury  of  the  Dominicans ;  but  whether  the  change  to 
Samingo  was  a  blunder  of  Silence  in  his  cups,  or  was  a  real  con- 
traction of  San  Domingo,  is  uncertain.  Why  Saint  Dominick 
shoald  be  the  patron  of  topers  does  not  appear. 

K  K  2 
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Sil.  Is't  80?  Why,  then  say,  an  old  man  can  do 
somewhat 

Re-^nter  Davy. 

Davy.  An  it  please  your  worship,  there's  one 
Pistol  come  from  the  court  with  news. 
FaL  From  the  court,  ]et  him  come  in. — 

EfUer  Pistol. 

Fal  How  now.  Pistol? 

Pist,  God  save  you.  Sir  John ! 

FaL  What  wind  blew  you  hither.  Pistol  ? 

Piat.  Not  the  ill  wind  which  blows  no  man  to 
good***. — Sweet  knight,  thou  art  now  one  of  the 
greatest  men  in  the  realm. 

;$it7.  By'r  lady,  I  think  'a  be;  but  goodmau  Puff 
of  Barson  **. 

Put.  Puff? 
Puff  in  thy  teeth,  most  recreant  coward  base ! — 
Sir  John,  I  am  thy  Pistol,  and  thy  friend. 
And  helter-skelter  have  I  rode  to  thee ; 
And  tidings  do  I  bring,  and  lucky  joys. 
And  golden  times,  and  happy  news  of  price. 

Fal.  I  pr'ythee  now,  deUver  them  like- a  man  of 
this  world. 

Pisi.  A  foutra  for  the  world,  and  worldlings  base ! 
,  I  speak  of  Africa,  and  golden  joys. 

Fal.  O  base  Assyrian  knight,  what  is  diy  news? 
Let  king  Cophetua  know  the  truth  thereof. 

Sil.  And  Robin  Hood,  Scarlet,  and  John.  [Smgs. 

Pist.  Shall  dunghill  curs  confront  the  Hehcons  ? 
And  shall  good  ne\fs  be  baffled? 
Then,  Pistol,  lay  thy  head  in  Furies'  lap. 

*®  So  in  Bii]Ieine*8  Dialogne  of  the  Fever  Pestilence,  1564 : — 

'  No  winde  but  it  doth  torn  aome  man  to  good.' 
Ji  BarsUm  is  a  village  in  Warwickshire,  lying  between  Coves- 
trj  and  SoIyhoIL 
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ShaL  Honest  gentleman,  I  know  not  your  breeding. 

Pist.  Why  then,  lament  therefore. 

ShaL  Give  me  pardon,  sir: — If,  sir,  you  come 
with  news  from  the  court,  I  take  it,  there  is  but  two 
ways;  either  to  utter  them,  or  to  conceal  them.  I 
am,  sir,  under  the  king,  in  some  authority. 

Pist,  Under  which  king,  Bezonian  *^  ?  speak,  or  die. 

ShaL  Under  King  Harry. 

Pist.  Harry  the  Fourth  ?  or  Fifth  ? 

ShaL  Harry  the  Fourth. 

Pist.  A  foutra  for  thine  office ! — • 

Sir  John,  thy  tender  lambkin  now  is  king; 
Harry  the  Fifth's  the  man.     I  speak  the  truth: 
When  Pbtol  lies,  do  this ;  and  fig  me^^,  like 
The  bragging  Spaniard. 

FaL  What!  is  the  old  king  dead? 

Pist.  As  nail  in  door^^ :  The  things  I  speak,  are  just. 

'^  Bezonian,  according  to  Florio  a  hiaogno,  is  '  a  new  levied 
souldkr,  such  as  comes  needy  to  the  wars*  Cotgrave,  in  bisongne, 
sajs  '  a  filthie  knave,  or  clowne,  a  raskall,  a  bisonianf  base 
humoured  scoundrel.'  Its  original  sense  is  a  beggar,  a  needy 
person ;  it  is  often  met  with  yerj  differentl j  spelt  in  the  old 
comedies.  '  Bisono*  says  Minshew,  '  a  fresh  water  soldier ,  one 
that  is  not  well  acquainted  with  mititarie  affairs  ;  a  novice  J  Coyar- 
mvias  asserts  that  the  term  originated  from  some  Spanish  soldiers 
in  Italy,  who,  not  knowing  the  language,  expressed  their  wants  by 
the  word  bisogno ;  as  bisogno  pan,  bisogno  came,  and  that  hence 
Ihey  receiyed  the  appellation  of  bisogni.  That  the  word  was 
used  among  as  in  this  sense  sometimes,  appears  from  Charch> 
yard's  Challenge,  1693,  p.  86. 

.  1'  An  expression  of  contempt  or  insult  by  patting  the  thamb 
between  the  fore  and  middle  finger,  and  forming  a  coarse  repre- 
sentation of  a  disease  to  which  the  name  officus  has  always  been 
given.  The  custom  has  been  regarded  as  originally  Spanish,  bat 
without  foondation,  they  most  probably  had  it  from  the  Romans. 
Pistol  seems  to  accompany  the  phrase  with  an  appropriate  ges- 
ticulation. In  explaining  the  Ingas  dar  of  the  Spaniards,  Min- 
shew  says,  after  describing  it,  ''a  manner  as  they  use  in  England 
to  bore  the  nose  with  the  finger,  as  in  disgraced  The  phrase  is 
amply  explained  in  Mr.  Donee's  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare, 
vol.  i.  p.  492. 

^*  Steevens  remarks  that  this  proverbial  expression  is  oftener 
used  than  understood.     The  door  nail  is  the  nail  in  ancient  doors 
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Fal.  Away ;  Barddl|ih ;  saddle  my  horse. — Master 
Robert  Shallow,  choose  wbal  office  thou  wilt  in  die 
land,  'tis  thine. — ^Pistol,  I  will  double  charge  thee 
with  dignities. 

Bard,  O  joyful  day ! — I  woqld  not  take  a  knight- 
hood for  my  fortune. 

PUt.  Wliat?  I  do  bring  good  news? 

Fal.  Carry  master  Silence  to  bed« — Master  Shal- 
low, my  Lord  Shallow,  be  what  thou  wilt,  I  am  for- 
tune's steward.  Get  on  thy  boots;  we'll  ride  all 
night : — O,  sweet  Pistol ; — Away,  Bardolph.  [&ni 
Bard.] — Come,  Pistol,  utter  more  to  me;  and, 
withal,  deyise  something  to  do  thyself  good. — Boot, 
boot,  master  Shallow ;  I  know,  the  young  king  is 
sick  for  me.  Let  us  take  any  man's  horses;  the 
laws  of  England  are  at  my  commandmeat.  Happy 
are  they  which  haye  been  my  firieoda ;  and  woe  to 
my  lord  chief  justice ! 

Put.  Let  vultures  vile  seize  on  his  lungs  also ! 
Where  is  the-  Kfe  that  late  I  led,  say  they : 
Why,  here  it  is;  Welcome  these  pleasant  days. 

[Eaemi. 

SCENE  IV.     London.    A  Street. 

Enter  Beadles,  dragging  in  Hostess  QviCKhY,  md 
Doll  Tbar-shbet^ 

Host.  No,  thou  arrant  knave ;  I  would  I  might  die, 
that  I  might  have  thee  hanged :  thou  hast  drawn  my 
shoulder  out  of  joint 

on  which  the  koooker  strikei.  It  is  therefore  used  m  a  ttm* 
parison  for  one  irreooverablj  dead,  one  who  has  fallen  (as  Vbfnl 
aajs)  muUa  morte,  i.  e.  with  abundant  death,  snoh  as  reiterated 
strokes  on  the  head  would  produce. 

*  In  the  quarto,  1600,  we  have  '  Enter  SmekU,  and  three  or 
four  officers.'  And  the  name  of  Sincklo  is  prefixed  to  the  Bea- 
dle's speeches.  Sincklo  is  also  introduced  in  The  Taming  of  the 
Shrew,  he  was  an  actor  in  the  same  cQmpanj  with  Sha^i^itftre. 
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1  Bead,  The  constables  have  delivered'  her  over 
to  me;  and  she  shall  have  whipping-cheer  enough^ 
I  warrant  her:  There  hath  been  a  man  or  two  lately 
killed  abo\tf  her. 

DoL  Nut-hook,  nut-hook^,  you  lie.  Come  on ; 
111  tell  thee  what,  thou  damned  tripe- visaged  rascal; 
an  the  child  I  now  go  with  do  miscarry,  thou  hadst 
better  thoii  hadst  struck  thy  mother,  thou  paper-faced 
villain. 

Host,  O  the  Lord,  that  Sir  John  were  come !  he 
would  make  this  a  bloody  day  to  somebody.  But 
I  pray  God  the  fruit  of  her  womb  miscarry ! 

1  Bead.  If  it  do,  you  shall  have  a  dozen  of 
cushions^  again;  you  have  but  eleven  now.  Come, 
I  charge  you  both  go  with  me ;  for  the  man  is  dead, 
that  you  and  Pistol  beat  among  you. 

DoU.  I'll  tell  thee  what,  thou  thin  man  in  a  cen- 
ser*! I  will  have  you  as  soundly  swinged  for  this, 
you  blue-botUe  rogue  ^!  you  filthy  famished  cor- 

*  It  has  already  been  obseryed  (Merry  Wives  of  Windsor^ 
Act  i.  Sc.  1)  that  nut-hook  was  a  term  of  reproach  for  a  bailiff  or 
constable.  Cleveland  says  of  a  committee-man : — '  He  is  the 
deviPs  nut-hook,  the  sign  with  him  is  always  in  the  clatches.' 

^  That  is  to  staff  her  oat,  that  she  might  coonterfeit  preg- 
nancy. In  Greene's  Dispate  between  a  He  Conycatcher,  &c. 
1592^ — '  to  wear  a  cushion  ander  her  own  kirtle,  and  to  faine 
herself  with  child.' 

^  Doll  homoroasly  compares  the  beadle's  spare  figure  to  the 
embossed  figores  in  the  middle  of  the  pierced  conyex  lid  of  a 
censer  made  of  thin  metal.  The  slattery  of  rash  strewed  cham- 
bers rendered  censers  or  fire  pans  in  which  coarse  perfames 
were  bamt  most  necessary  atensils.  In  *Mach  Ado  About  No- 
thing, Borachio  says  that  he  had  been  entertained  for  a  perfumer 
to  smoke  a  musty  room  at  Leonato's.  The  ancleanly  habits  of  our 
ancestors  made  a  constant  change  of  habitation  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  health.  Instances  may  be  found  in  Lodge's 
Illustrations  of  English  History,  vol.  i.  p.  141 ;  Seward's  Anec- 
dotes,  vol.  iv.  p.  305,  ed.  1796;  and  in  Cavendish's  Life  of 
Wolsey,  p.  226,  ed.  1826.  y 

^  Beadles  usually  wore  a  blue  livery. 
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reetioDer !  if  you  be  not  swinged,  111  forswear  half- 
kirtles^ 

1  Bead.  Come,  come,  you  she  knight-errant,  come. 

Hott.  O,  that  right  should  thus  overcome  might! 
We]l ;  of  sufferance  comes  ease. 

Dol.  Come,  you  rogue,  come ;  bring  me  to  a  jus- 
tice. 

Hoit.  Ay ;  come,  you  starved  blood-boiind. 

Dol,  Goodman  death !  goodman  bones ! 

Ho9i.  Thou  atomy  7  thou ! 

Dol,  Come,  you  thin  thing;  come,  you  rascal! 

1  Bemd.  Very  well.  [Extmt. 

SCENE  V. 
A  public  Place  near  Westminster  Abbey. 

En$er  Two  Grooms,  9trewi»g  Rtukes. 

1  Chroom,  More  rushes,  more  rushes. 

2  Groom.  The  trumpet?  have  sounded  twice. 

1  Oroom,  It  will  be  two  o'clock  ere  they  come 
from  the  coronation :  Despatch,  despatch. 

[Exeunt  Grooms. 

^•^erFALSTAFF,  Shallow,  Pistol,  Bardoj^ph, 
and  the  Page. 

FaL  Stand  here  by  me,  master  Robert  Shallow ; 
I  will  make  the  king  do  you  grace :  I  will  leer  upon 
him,  as  'a  comes  by ;  and  do  but  mark  the  counte- 
nance that  he  will  give  me. 

Put,  God  bless  thy  lungs,  good  knight. 

FaL  Come  here.  Pistol ;  stand  behind  me. — O, 
if  I  had  had  time  to  have  made  new  liveries,  I  would 

*  A  haifHrtle  was  a  kind  of  tqMnm  or  forepart  of  the  drMs  of 
a  woman.  It  coold  not  be  a  cloak,  as  Malone  supposed ;  nor  a 
short  bedgown,  as  Steevens  imagined.  Vide  Act  ii.  Sc.  ir.  p.9M, 
note  38.  ^ 

'  The  hostess's  corruption  of  anatomy. 
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hare  bestowed  the  tliousiind  pound  I  borrowed  of 
you.  [To  Shallow.]  But 'tis  no  matter;  this  poor 
show  doth  better :  tiiis  doth  hifer  the  zeal  I  had  to 
see  him. 

Shal  It  doth  so. 

Fal,  It  shows  my  earnestness  of  affection. 

^laL  It  doth  so. 

Fal.  My  devotion. 

ShaL  It  doth,  it  doth,  it  doth. 

FaL  As  it  were,  to  ride  day  and  night;  and  not 
to  dehberate,  not  to  remember,  not  to  have  patience 
to  shift  me. 

Shal,  It  is  most  certain. 

Fal.  But  to  stand  stained  with  travel,  and  sweat-^ 
ing  with  desire  to  see  him :  thinking  of  nothing  else ; 
putting  all  affairs  else  in  oblivion ;  as  if  there  were 
nothing  else  to  be  done,  but  to  see  him. 

Pist.  Tis  semper  idem,  for  absque  hoe  nihil  est: 
Tis  all  in  every  part^. 

Shal.  ^is  so,  indeed. 

Pi^.  My  knight,  I  will  inflame  thy  noble  liver, 
And  make  thee  rage. 

Thy  Bbll,  and  Helen  of  thy  noble  thoughts. 
Is  in  base  durance,  and  contagious  prison ; 
Haul'd  tiiither 
By  most  mechanical  and  dirty  hand: — 

*  Warbnrton  theaght  that  we  shoaM  read : — 
'  'Tis  aU  in  all  and  all  in  every  part.' 
In  SIk  John  Dayis's  Nosce  Te  ips\}m,  1599,  speaking  of  the 
soul : — 

'  Some  say  she's  all  in  aU  and  aU  in  every  part.* 
And  in  Drayton's  Mortimercados,  1696 : — 

'  And  as  his  soal  possessed  every  part, 

She's  all  in  all,  and  all  in  every  part  J 
In  The  Phceaiix  Nest,  169S,  wc  find  '  Tota  in  toto,  et  tota  in  qua- 
libet  parte.' 
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Rouse  up  reyehge  from  ebon  den  with  fell  Alecto's 

snake, 
For  Doll  is  in ;  Pistol  speaks  nought  but  truth. 
FaL  I  will  deliver  her. 

[Shouts  within,  and  the  Trumpets  sound. 
Pist.  There  roar'd  the  sea^  and  trumpet-clangor 
sounds. 

Enter  the  King  and  his  Train,  the  Chief  Justice 
among  them, 

FaL  God  save  thy  graoe>  King  Hal !  my  royal 
Hal«! 

Pist,  The  heavens  thee  guard  and  keep,  most 
royal  imp^  of  fame ! 

Fal.  God  save  thee,  my  sweet  boy ! 

King.  My  lord  chief  justice,  speak  to  that  vain  man. 

Ch,  Just,  Have  you  your  wits  ?  know  you  what 
'tis  you  speak  ? 

Fal.  My  king !  my  Jove  !  I  speak  to  thee,  my 
heart ! 

King.  I  know  thee  not,  old  man :  Fall  to  thy 
prayers; 
How  ill  white  hairs  become  a  fool,  and  jester ! 
I  have  long  dream'd  of  such  a  kind  of  man. 
So  surfeit-sweird,  so  old,  and  so  profane^; 

'  A  similar  scene  oooars  in  the  anonymous  old  plaj  of  King 
Henry  V.  Falstaff  and  his  companions  ftddress  the  king  in  the 
same  manner,  and  are  dismissed  as  in  this  play. 

3  Child,  offspring. 

*  Profane  (says  Johnson)  in  our  author  often  signifies  hoe  of 
iaOc !  and  he  cites : —         * 

*  Is  he  not  Vi  profane  and  liberal  counsellor/ 
from  Othello,  as  a  proof.  What  necessity  was  there  for  per- 
verting this  word  from  its  old  legitimate  meaning  of  ungodhf, 
wickedf  unholy  ?  I  find  from  the  dictionaries  of  the  time  that  it 
also  signified  unchastey  and  unlucky,  or  mischieroos.  Had  it  not 
been  for  Johnson's  mistake,  I  should  have  thought  this  epithet 
intelligible  without  a  note. 


,y  Google 


SC.  V.  KING  HENRY  IV.  3B5 

Buty  being  aiwake,  I  do  despise  my  dream. 
Make  less  thy  body  hence ^,  and  more  thy  grace; 
Leave  gormandizing ;  know,  the  grave  doth  gape 
For  thee  thrice  wider  than  for  other  men : — 
Heply  not  to  me  with  a  fool-bom  jest; 
Presume  not,  that  I  am  the  thing  I  was : 
For  heaven  doth  know,  so  shall  the  world  perceive, 
That  I  have  turn'd  away  my  former  self; 
So  will  I  those  that  kept  me  company. 
When  thou  dost  hear  I  'am  as  I  have  been. 
Approach  me ;  and  thou  shalt  be  as  thou  wast. 
The  tutor  and  the  feeder  of  my  riots  : 
Till  then,  I  banish  thee,  on  pain  of  death, — 
As  I  have  done  the  rest  of  my  misleaders, — 
Not  to  come  near  our  person  by  ten  mile. 
For  competence  of  life,  I  will  allow  you, 
Tliat  lack  of  means  enforce  you  not  to  evil : 
And,  as  we  hear  you  do  Reform  yourselves, 
We  will, — according  to  your  strength,  and  quali- 
ties,— 
Give  you  advancement^. — Be  it  your  charge,my  lord. 
To 'see  performed  the  tenor  of  our  word. 
Set  on.  [Exeunt  King,  and  his  Train. 

FaL  Master  Shallow,  I  owe  you  a  thousand  pound. 

ShaL  Ay,  marry.  Sir  John;  which  I  beseech  you 
to  let  me  have  home  with  me. 

FaL  That  can  hardly  be,  master  Shallow.  Do 
not  you  grieve  at  this ;  I  shall  be  sent  for  in  private 

'  Henceforward. 

^  This  circumstance  Shakspeare  may  have  derived  from  the 
old  play  of  King  Henry  V.  But  Hall,  Holinshed,  and  Stowe 
give  nearly  the  same  account  of  the  dismissal  of  Henry's  loose 
companions.  Eyery  reader  regrets  to  see  Falstaff  so  hardly  ased, 
and  Johnson's  vindication  of  the  king  does  not  diminish  that  feel- 
iDg.  Poins,  Johnson  thinks  ought  to  have  figured  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  play,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  hud  ever  been 
sensible  of  the  poet  V  neglect  of  him  until  Johnson  pointed  it  out. 

VOL.  V.  L  L 
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to  him :  look  yott»  he  Bmit  seefti  thus  to  the  workL 
Fear  not  your  adyancemeDt ;  I  will  be  the  nan  yet, 
that  shall  make  you  great 

iSW.  I  camiot  perceive  how;  unless  you  gire 
me  your  doublet,  and  stuff  me  out  with  straw.  I 
beseech  you,  good  Sir  John,  let  me  have  fiye  hun- 
dred of  my  thousand. 

Fal,  Sir,  I  will  be  as  good  as  my  word :  this  that 
you  heard,  was  but  a  colour, 

Shal.  A  colour,  I  fear,  that  you  will  die  in.  Sir 
John* 

Fal,  Fear  no  colours;  go  with  me  to  dmaer. 
Come,  lieutenajlt  Pistol ; — come,  Bardolph : — ^I  shaM 
be  sent  for  soon  at  night. 

Re-^nter  Prince  John,  ^  Chief  Justice,  Officers, 

Ch.  Jwt.  60,  carry  Sir  John  Falstaff  to  the  Fleet^ ; 
Take  all  his  company  along  with  him. 

Fal.  My  lord,  my  lord, , 

ChJmt.  I  cannot  now  speak :  I  will  hear  you  sbon. 
Take  them  away. 

Pist.  Sifartuna  me  tormentay  spero  me  cotUenim. 
[Exeimt  Fal.  Shal.  Pist.  Bard.  Page, 
and  OfBcers. 

P.  John.  I  like  this  fair  proceeding  of  the  king's : 
He  hath  intent,  his  wonted  followers 
Shall  all  be  yery  well  provided  for; 
But  all  are  banish'd,  till  their  conversations 
Appear  more  wise  and  modest  to  the  ^orld. 

7  Johnson  confesses  that  he  does  not  see  *  why  Falstaff  is  car> 
lied  to  the  Fleet,  he  has  committed  no  new  fault,  and  therefore 
incarred  no  punishment;  but  the  different  agitations  of  fear, 
anger,  and  surprise  in  him  and  his  company  made  a  good  sceat 
to  the  eye ;  and  our  author,  who  wanted  them  no  longer  on  the 
stage,  was  glad  to  find  this  method  of  sweeping  them  away.' 


,y  Google 


SC.  V.  KING  HBNRT  IV.  387 

Ch,  Jmt.  And  so  they  are. 

P,  J^km,  The  king  hath  call'd  his  partiament,  my 
lord. 

Ck.Ju8t.  He  hath. 

P,Jokii,  I  will  lay  odds, — ^that,  ere  this  year  expire. 
We  bear  our  civil  swords,  and  native  fire. 
As  far  as  France :  I  heard  a  bird  so  sing. 
Whose  musick,  to  my  thinking,  pleas'd  the  king. 
Come,  will  you  hence?  [Exeunt. 

EPILOGUE. 

» 

Spoken  hy  a  Dancer. 

First,  my  fear ;  then,  my  court'sy ;  last,  my  speech. 
My  fear  is,  your  displeasure ;  my  court'sy,  my  duty ; 
and  my  speech,  to  beg  your  pardons.  If  you  look 
for  a  good  speech  now,  you  undo  me :  for  what  X 
have  to  say,  is  of  mine  own  making ;  and  what,  in- 
deed, I  should  say,  will,  1  doubt,  prove  mine  own 
marring.  But  to  the  purpose,  and  so  to  the  ven- 
ture.— Be  it  known  to  you  (as  it  is  very  well),  I 
was  lately  here  in  the  end  of  a  displeasing  play,  to 
pray  your  patience  for  it,  and  to  promise  you  a 
better.  I  did  mean,  indeed,  to  pay  you  with  this : 
which,  if,  like  an  ill  venture,  it  come  unluckily  home, 
I  break,  and  you,  my  gentle  creditors,  lose.  Here, 
I  promised  you,  I  would  be,  and  here  I  commit  my 
body  to  your  mercies :  bate  me  some,  and  \  will 
pay  you  some,  and,  as  most  debtors  do,  promise  you 
infinitely. 

If  my  tongue  cannot  entreat  you  to  acquit  me, 
will  you  command  me  to  use  my  legs  ?  and  yet  that 
were  but  light  payment, — to  dance  out  of  your  debt. 
But  a  good  conscience  will  make  any  possible  satis- 
faction, and  so  will  I.     All  the  gentlewomen  here 
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have  forgiven  me ;  if  the  gentlemen  will  not,  then  the 
gentlemen  do  not  agree  with  the  gentlewomen^  which 
was  never  seen  before  in  such  an  assembly. 

One  word  more,  I  beseech  you.  If  you  be  not 
too  much  cloyed  with  fat  meat,  our  humble  author 
will  continue  the  story,  with  Sir  John  in  it,  and 
make  you  merry  with  fair  Katharine  of  France: 
where,  for  any  tiling  I  know,  Falstaff  shall  die  of 
a  sweat,  unless  already  he  be  killed  with  your  hard 
opinions;  for  Oldcastle  died  a  partyr,  and  this  is 
not  the  man.  My  tongue  is  weary ;  when  my  legs 
are  too,  I  will  bid  you  good  night:  and  so  kneel 
down  before  you; — but,  indeed,  to  pray  for  the 
queen  ^. 

*  Mojst  of  the  ancient  interludes  conclude  with  a  prayer  for 
the  king  or  qaeen.  Hence,  perhaps,  the  Vivant  Rex  et  Regina, 
At  the  bottom  of  oar  modern  plaj  bills. 
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I  FANCY  every  reader,  wbea  be  eads  this  plaj,  criea  oat  with 
Desdemona, '  O  most  lame  and  iapotent  concUsioB !'  As  this 
play  was  not,  to  oar  knowledge,  divided  iato  acts  by  the  author, 
I  could  be  Gonteat  to  ooadiide  it  with  the  death  of  Henry  the 
Fourth:— 

*  In  that  Jerusalem  shall  Harry  die.' 

These  scenes,  which  now  make  the  fifth  act  of  Henry  the 
Fourth,  might  then  be  the  first  of  Henry  the  Fifth;  but  the  truth 
is,  that  they  do  not  unite  very  commodiously  to  either  play. 
When  these  plays  were  represented,  I  belieye  they  ended  as 
they  are  now  ended  in  the  books ;  but  Shakspeare  seems  to  have 
designed  that  the  whole  series  of  action,  from  the  beginning  of 
Richard  the  Second  to  the  end  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  reader  as  one  work  upon  one  plan,  only  broken 
into  parts  by  the  necessity  of  exhibition. 

None  of  Shakspeare's  plays  are  more  read  than  the  First  and 
Second  Parts  of  Henry  the  Fourth*  Perhaps  no  author  has  ever, 
in  two  plays,  afforded  so  mnch  delight.  The  great  events  are 
interesting,  for  the  fate  of  kingdoms  depends  upon  them ;  the 
slighter  occurrences  are  diverting,  and,  except  one  or  two,  suffi- 
ciently probable ;  the  incidents  are  multiplied  with  wonderful 
fertility  of  invention,  and  the  characters  diversified  with  the 
utmost  nicety  of  discernment,  and  the  profoundest  skill  in  the 
nature  of  man. 

The  prince,  who  is  the  hero  both  of  the  comick  and  tragick 
part,  is  a  young  man  of  great  abilities  and  violent  passions,  whose 
sentiments  are  right,  though  his  actions  are  wrong ;  whose  vir- 
tues are  obscured  by  negligence,  and  whose  understanding  is 
dissipated  by  levity.  In  his  idle  hours  he  is  rather  loose  ^an 
wicked ;  and  when  the  occasion  forces  out  his  latent  qualities, 
he  is  great  without  effort,  and  brave  without  tumult  The  trifler 
is  roused  into  a  hero,  and  the  hero  again  reposes  in  the  trifler. 
The  character  is  great,  original,  and  just. 

Percy  is  a  rugged  soldier,  cholerick  and  quarrelsome,  and  has 
only  the  soldier's  virtues,  generosity  and  courage. 

But  Falstaff,  unimitatbd,  unimitable  Falstaff,  how  shall  I 
describe  thee  ?  thoucompoundof  sense  and  vice;  of  sense  which 
may  be  admired,  but  not  esteemed;  of  vice  which  may  be 
despised,  but  hardly  detested.  Falstaff  is  a  character  loaded 
with  faults,  and  with  those  faults  which  naturally  produce  con- 
tempt.    He  is  a  thief  and  a  glutton,  a  coward  and  a  boaster, 
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always  readj  to  cheat  the  weak,  and  prey  upon  the  poor ;  to 
terrify  the  timorous,  and  insult  the  defenceless.  At  once  obse- 
quious and  malignant,  he  satirizes  in  their  absence  those  whom 
he  lives  by  flattering.  He  is  familiar  with  the  prince  only  as 
an  agent  of  yice,  but  of  this  familiarity  he  b  so  proud,  as  not  only 
to  be  supercilious  and  haughty  with  common  men,  but  to  think 
his  interest  of  importance  to  the  Duke  of  Lancaster.  Yet  the 
man  thus  corrupt,  thus  despicable,  makes  himself  necessary  to 
the  prince  that  despises  him,  by  the  most  pleasing  of  all  qualities, 
perpetual  gaiety;  by  an  unfailing  power  of  exciting  laughter; 
which  is  the  more  freely  indulged,  as  his  wit  is  not  of  the  splen- 
did or  ambitious  kind,  but  consists  in  easy  scapes  and  sallies  of 
levity,  which  make  sport,  but  raise  no  enyy.  It  must  be  ob- 
served, that  he  is  stained  with  no  enormous  or  sanguinary  crimes, 
so  that  his  licentiousness  is  not  so  offensive  but  that  it  may  be 
borne  for  his  mirth. 

The  moral  to  be  drawn  from  this  representation  is,  that  no 
man  is  more  dangerous,  than  he  that,  with  a  will  to  corrupt,  hath 
the  power  to  please;  and  that  neither  wit  nor  honesty  ought  to 
think  themselves  safe  with  such  a  companion,  when  they  ape 
Henry  seduced  by  Falstaff. 

Mr.  Upton  thinks  these  two  plays  improperly  called  the  First 
and  Second  Parts  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  The  first  play  ends,  he 
says,  with  the  peaceful  settlement  of  Henry  in  the  kingdom  by 
the  defeat  of  the  rebels.  This  is  hardly  true ;  for  the  rebels  are 
not  yet  finally  suppressed.  The  second,  he  tells  us,  shows  Henry 
the  Fifth  in  tiie  various  lights  of  a  goodniatured  rake,  till  on  his 
father's  death,  he  assumes  a  more  manly  character.  This  is 
true ;  but  this  representation  gives  /Us  no  idea  of  a  dramatick 
action.  These  two  plays  will  appear  to  ever^  reader,  who  shall 
peruse  them  without  ambition  of  critical  discoveries,  to  be  so 
connected,  that  the  second  is  merely  a  sequel  to  the  first;  to  be 
two  only  because  tbey  are  too  long  to  be  one.  Johnson. 
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Fr.  Sold.  Ojprennez  mis^ricorde!  dyez  pitU  de  moyl 
Pistol,  Moj  shall  not  serye,  I  will  haye  forty  mojs. 

Act  iv.  Sc.  4. 


PROM  THE  CHISWICK  PRESS. 
1826. 
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PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 

1  HE  transactions  comprised  in  this  play  commence  about  tbe 
latter  end  of  the  first,  and  terminate  in  the  eighth  year  of  this 
king's  reign :  when  he  married  Katharine,  princess  of  France, 
and  closed  np  the  differences  betwixt  Etagland  and  that  crown. 

This  play,  in  the  qnarto  edition  of  1608,  is  styled  The  Chroni- 
cle History  of  Henry,  &c.  which  seems  to  ha^e  been  the  title 
appropriated  to  all  Shakspeare's  historical  dramas.  Thns  in  The 
Antipodes,  a  comedy  by  R.  Brome : — 

'  These  lads  can  act  the  emperor's  lires  all  oyer. 
And  Shakspeare's  Chronicled  Histories  to  boot.' 

The  players  likewise,  in  the  folio  of  1623,  rank  these  pieces 
under  the  title  of  Histories. 

It  is  eyident  that  a  play  on  this  subject  had  been  performed 
before  the  year  1592.  Nash,  in  big  Pierce  PennilesSf  dated  in 
that  year,  says,  *  What  a  glerioas  thing  it  is  to  haye  Henry  the 
Fift  represented  on  the  stage,  leading  the  French  king  prisoner, 
and  forcing  both  him  and  ^e  Dolphin  to  sweare  fealtie.'  Per- 
haps this  same  play  was  thus  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Sta- 
tioners' Company: — *  Thomas  Strode]  May  2.  1694.  A  booke 
entitnled  Tbe  famous  Victories  of  Henry  the  Fift,  containing  the 
honourable  Battle  of  Aginconrt.'  There  are  two  mere  entries  of 
a  play  of  King  Henry  V.  yiz.  between  1596  and  1615,  and  one 
August  14, 1600.  Malone  had  an  edition  printed  in  1598,  and 
Steeyens  had  two  copies  of  this  play,  one  without  date,  and  the 
other  dated  1617,  both  printed  by  Bernard  Alsop ;  from  one  of 
these  it  was  reprinted  in  1778,  among  six  old  plays  on  which 
Shakspeare  founded,  &c.  published  by  Mr.  Nichols.  It  is 
thought  that  this  piece  is  prior  to  Shakspeare's  King  Henry  V. 
and  that  it  is  the  yery  '  displeasing  play'  alluded  to  in  the 
epilogue  to  the  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IV.  *  for  Oldcastle 
died  a  martyr,'  &c.  Oldcastle  is  the  Falstaff  of  the  piece,  which 
is  despicable,  and  full  of  ribaldry  and  impiety.  Shakspeare 
seems  to  haye  taken  not  a  few  hints  from  it ;  for  it  comprehends, 
in  some  measure,  the  story  of  the  two  parts  of  King  Henry  IV. 
as  well  as  of  King  Henry  V.  and  no  ignorance  could  debase  the 
gold  of  Shakspeare  into  such  drosfi,  though  no  chemistry,  but 
th«t  of  Shakspeare,  could  exalt  such  base  metal  into  gold.  This 
piece  must  haye  been  performed  before  the  year  1688,  Tarlton, 
the  comedian,  who  played  both  the  parts  of  tbe  Chief  Justice 
and  the  Clown  in  it,  haying  died  in  that  year. 

This  -anonymous  play  of  King  Henry  V.  is  neither  diyided 
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into  acts  or  scenes,  is  tmcommoiily  short,  and  has  all  the  appear- 
'ance  of  haying  be«n  imperfectly  taken  down  daring  the  repre- 
sentation. 

There  is  a  play  called  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  published  in  1600, 
with  the  name  of  William  Shakspeare  prefixed  to  it.  The  pro- 
logue of  which  seryes  to  show  that  a  former  piece,  in  which  the 
character  of  Oldcastle  was  introduced,  had  given  great  offence:— 

<  The  doabtful  title  (gentlemen)  pi^efixt 

Upon  the  argument  we  have  in  band,    . 

May  breed  suspense,  and  wrongfdUy  distiyrbe 

The  peaceful  quiet  of  your  setUed  thoughts. 

To  stop  which  scruple,  let  this  breeiia  suffice: 

It  is  no  pampered  gkitUm  we  present. 

Nor  aged  cmmceUiur  to  youtl^  suma  ; 

But  one  whose  vertue  shone  above  the  rest>. 

A  valiant  martyr  and  a  vertuous  peere  y  ' 

In  whose  true  faith  and  loyalty  e^rest 

Unto  his  soveraigne,  and  his  countries  weale. 

We  strive  to  pay  that  tribute  of  our  Ipve 

Your  favoi^rs  merit :  let  faire  truth  be  grac'd. 

Since  forg'd  invention  former  time  defkc'd.' 

Shakspeare's  play,  according  to  Malone,  seems  to  haye  been 
written  in  the  midcUe  of  the  year  1599.  There  are  three  quarto 
editions  in  the  poet's  lifetime,  1600«  1602»  and  1608.  In  all  of 
them  the  choruses  are  omitted,  and  the  play  commences  with  the 
fourth  speech  of  the  second  scene. 

'  King  Henry  the  Fifth  is  visibly  the  fiavourite  hera  of  Shak- 
speare in  English  history:  he  portrays  him  endowed  with  every 
chivalrous  and  kingly  virtue;  open,  sincere^ affable,  yet  stUl  dis- 
posed to  innocent  raUlery,  as  a  sort  of  reminiscence  of  his  youth, 
in  the  intervals  between  his  dangerous  and  renowned  achieve- 
ments. To  bring  his  life  after  his  ascent  to  the  crown  on  the 
stage  was,  however,  attended  with  great  diflljoulty.  The  con- 
quests in  France  were  the  only  distingui«died  event  of  hia  reign ; 
and  war  is  much  more  an  epic  than  a  dramatic  object. — If  we 
would  have  dramatic  interest,  war  must  oQly  be  the  meaas  by 
which  something  else  is  accomplished,  and  not  tiie  las:^  aim  and 
substance  of  the  whole.'  In  King  Henry  the  Fifth  na  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  Shakspeare  of  rendering  the  \^n&  of  the  war 
dramatic  \  but  he  has  availed  himself  of  other  circuinstancet 
attending  it  with  peculiar  care.  'Before  the  battle  of  Aginoourt 
he  paints  in  the  most  lively  colours  the  light  minded  impatience 
of  the  French  leaders  for  the  moment  of  battle,  which  to  them 
seemed  inf^illibly  the  moment  of  victory;  on  the  other  haad,  he 
paints  the  uneasiness  of  the  English  king  and  his  army,  from 
their  desperate  situation,  coupled  with  the  firm  determination,  if 
they  are  to  fall,  at  least  to  fall  with  honour.  He  applies  this  as 
«.  general  contrast  between  the  French  and  English  national  cha- 
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ncters ;  a  contrast  which  betrays  a  partiality  for  his  own  nation, 
certainly  excusable  in  a  poet,  especially  when  he  is  backed  with 
sach  a  glorious  document  sfi  that  of  the  memorable  battle  in 
question.  He  has  surrounded  the  general  eyents  of  the  war  with 
a  fulness  of  indiyidual  characteristic,  and  eren  sometimes  comio 
features.  A  heayy  Scotchman,  a  hot  Irishman,  a  wellmeaning, 
honourable,  pedantic  Welshman,  all  speaking  in  their  peculiar 
dialects.  But  all  this  variety  still  seemed  to  tiie  poet  insufficient 
to  animate  a  play  of  which  the  object  was  a  conquest,  and  nothing 
but  a  conquest.  He  has  therefore  tacked  a  prologue  (in  the 
technical  language  of  that  day  a  chorus)  to  the  beginning  of 
each  act.  These  prologues,  which  unite  epic  pomp  and  solemnity 
with  Ijrical  sublimity,  and  among  which  the  description  of  the 
two  camps  before  the  battle  of  Agincourt  forms  a  most  admirable 
night  piece,  are  intended  to  keep  the  spectators  constantly  in 
mind  that  the  peculiar  grandeur  of  the  actions  there  described 
cannot  be  developed  on  a  narrow  stage ;  and  that  they  must  sup- 
ply the  deficiencies  of  the  representatipn  from. their  own  imagi- 
nations. As  the  subject  was  not  properly  dramatic,  in  the  form 
also  Shakspeare  chose  rather  to  wander  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
species,  and  to  sing  as  a  poetic  herald,  what  he  could  not  repre- 
sent to  the  eye^  than  to  cripple  the  progress  of  the  action  by 
patting  long  speeches  in  the  months  of  the  persons  of  the  drama. 

'However  much  Shakspeare  celebrates  the  French  conquest  of 
King  Henry,  still  he  has  not  omitted  to  hint  to  us,  after  his  way, 
the  secret  springs  of  this  undertaking.  Henry  was  in  want  of 
foreign  wars  to  secure  himself  on  the  throne ;  the  clergy  also 
wished  to  keep  him  employed  abroad,  and  made  an  offer  of  rich 
contributions  to  prevent  the  pas^ng  of  a  law  which  would  have 
deprived  them  of  the  half  of  their  revenues.  His  learned  bishops 
are  consequently  as  ready  to  prove  to  him  his  undisputed  right 
to  the  crown  of  France,  as  he  is  to, allow  his  conscience  to  be 
tranquillized  by  them.  They  prove  that  the  Salic  law  is  not,  and 
never  was,  applicable  to  France;  and  the  matter  is  treated  in  a 
more  succinct  and  convincing  manner  than  such  subjects  usually 
are  in  manifestoes.  After  his  renowned  battles  Henry  wbhed 
to  secure  his  conquests  by  marriage  with  a  French  princess ;  all 
that  has  reference  to  this  is  intended  for  irony  in  the  play.  The 
fruit  of  this  union,  from  which  two  nations  pvomised  to  themselves 
such  happiness  in  future,  was  that  very  feeble  Henry  the  Sixth, 
Qoder  whom  every  thing  was  so  miserably  lost.  It  must  not, 
therefore,  be  imagined  that  it  was  without  the  knowledge  and 
will  of  the  poet  that  an  heroic  drama  turns  out  a  com/edy  in  his 
hands;  and  ends,  in  the  manner  of  comedy,  with  a  marriage  of 
convenience  *.' 

*  Schlegel. 
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KmO  HjBNRY  THE  FlFIH. 

Duke  of  Gloster,     >  »>   ^r^  ^  xi.   w 

Dake  of  Bedford,    J  *^**"  '»  «»«  ««?. 

Duke  of  Exeter,  Uncle  to  the  King. 

Duke  of  York,  dmrin  to  the  King. 

Earls  of  Salisbury,  Westmoreland,  and  Warwick, 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Bishop  of  Ely. 

Earl  of  Cambridge^  '^ 

Lord  Scroop,  >  ConapirtUon  againit  the  King. 

Sir  Thoaias  Grey,  y 

Sir  Thobias  Erpingham,  Gower,  Flitellbn,  Mac- 
morris,  Jamy,  Officers  in  King  Henry's  Armtf. 

Bates,  Court,  Williams,  SoUiers  in  the  same. 

Nym,  Bardolph,  Pistol, /onw^r^  Servants  to  FdUtaffy 
now  Soldiers  in  the  same. 

Boy,  Servant  to  them.    A  Herald.    Chorus. 

Charles  the  Sixth,  King  qf  France. 

Lewis,  the  Dauphin. 

Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Orleans,  and  Bourbon. 

The  Constable  of  France. 

Rambures  and  Grandpree,  French  Lords^ 

Governor  of  Harfleur.    Montjoy,  a  French  HerM* 

Ambawadort  to  the  Eiag  of  Eoglfund. 

Isabel,  Queen  of  F^u^ce. 
Katharine,  Daughter  <{/*  Charles  and  Isabel. 
Alice,  a  Lad^  attewUng^m  the  Pri$icees  Katharine. 
Quickly,  Pistol's  Wife,  an  Hoetees. 

Lords,  Ladies,  Officers,  French  and  EngUah  Soldiers* 
Messengers,  and- Attendants. 

TheSCEVE,aithebeginning(^theIHay,Ue$idEng\ndi 
but  afterwards  wholly  in  France. 
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Enter  Chorus. 

O,  FOtt  m  muse  of  fire,  that  would  ascend 
The  brightest  heaven  of  inyention ! 
A  kingdom  for  a  stage,  princes  to  act, 
And  monarcbs  to  behold  the  swelling  scene  I 
Then  should  the  warlike  Harry,  like  himself. 
Assume  the  port  of  Mars :  and,  at  his  heels, 
Leash'd  in  like  hounds,  should  fkm|Be,  sword,  and 

fire. 
Crouch  for  employment.    But  pardon,  gentles  aU, 
The  flat  unraised  spirit,  that  hadi  dar'd. 
On  this  unworthy  scaffold,  to  bring  forth 
So  great  an  object :  Can  this  cockpit  hold 
The  vasty  fields  of  France?  or  may  we  cram 
Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  casques  *, 
That  did  affiright  the  air  at  Agincourt  ? 
O,  pardon !  since  a  crooked  figure  may 
Attest,  in  little  place,  a  million ; 
And  let  us,  ciphers  to  this  great  accompt. 
On  your  imaginary  forces  *  work : 
Suppose,  within  the  girdle  of  these  walls 

'  '  Within  this  wooden  0,  the  very  casqaes.' 

O  for  circle,  alluding  to  the  circular  form  of  the  theatre.  The 
tfery  casques  does  not  mean  the  identical  casques,  but  the  casques 
alone,  or  merely  the  casques.  Thus  in  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
Katharine  sajs  to  Grumio  : — 

* Thou  false  deluding  slaye. 

That  feedest  me  with  the  very  name  of  meat.' 
i.  e.  the  tutme  only  of  meat. 

»  •  Imagmary  forces.'  Imaginary  for  imaginative,  or  your 
pomers  offimey.  The  actiye  and  passive  are  often  confounded 
bj  old  writers. 
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Are  now  confin'd  two 'mighty  monarchies. 

Whose  high  upreared  and  abutting  fronts 

The  perilous,  narrow  ocean  parts  asunder. 

Piece  out  our  imperfections  with  your  thoughts ; 

Into  a  thousand  parts  divide  one  man. 

And  make  imaginary  puissance  : 

Think,  when  we.  talk  of  horses,  that  you  see  them 

Printing  their 'proud  hoofs  i'  the  receiving  earth  : 

For  'tis  your  thoughts  that  now  must  deck  our  kings. 

Carry  them  here  and  there ;  jumping  o'er  times ; 

Turning  the  accomplishment  of  many  years 

Into  an  hour  glass ;  For  the  which  supply. 

Admit  me  chorus  to  this  history ; 

Who,  prologue  like,  your  humble  patience  pray 

Gently  ta  hear,  kindly  to  judge^  our  play. 
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ACT  I. 


SCENE  I.     London^.      An  Antechamber  in  the 
King's  Palace. 

Enter  the  Archbisho]p  of  Canterbury^  oitif  Bishop  of 
Ely2. 

Canterbury. 
My  lord,  I'll  tell  you,— that  self  bill  is  urg'd. 
Which  in  the  eleventh  year  o'the  last  king's  reign 
Was  like,  and  had  indeed  against  us  pass'd. 
But  diat  the  scambtiug^  and  unquiet  time 
Did  push  it  out  of  further  question  ^ 

Ely.  But  how,  my  lord,  shall  we  resist  it  now  ? 

Cant.  It  must  be  thought  on.  If  it  pass  against  us. 
We  lose  the  better  half  of  our  possession : 
For  all  the  temporal  lands,  which  men  devout 
By  testament  have  given  to  the  church, 

'  This  first  scene  was  added  in  the  folio,  together  with  the 
choruses,  and  other  amplifications.  It  appears  from  Hall  and 
Holinshed  that  the  events  passed  at  Leicester,  where  King 
Henry  V.  held  a  parliament  in  the  second  year  tof  his  reign.  Bat 
the  chores  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  act  shows  that  the  poet 
intended  to  make  London  the  place  of  his  first  scene. 

»  'Canterbury  and  Ely.'  Henry  Chicheley,  a  Carthusian  monk, 
recently  promoted  to  the  see  of  Canterbury.  John  Fordham, 
bishop  of  Ely,  consecrated  1388,  died  1426. 

^  i.  e.  scrambling.  Vide  note  on  Mnch  Ado  About  Nothing, 
4ct  T.  So.  1,  p.  198. 

*  Question  is  debate. 
VOL.  V.  MM 
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Would  they  strip  from  us :  being  valued  thus, — 
As  much  as  would  maintain,  to  the  king's  honour. 
Full  fifteen  earls,  and  fifteen  hundred  knights : 
Six  thousand  imd  two  hundred  good  esquires  ; 
And,  to  relief  of  lazars,  and  weak  age. 
Of  indigent  faint  souls,  past  corporal  toil, 
A  hundred  alms-houses,  right  well  supplied ; 
And  to  the  coffers  of  the  king  beside, 
A  thousand  pounds  by  the  year :  Thus  runs  the  bill. 

Ely.  This  would  drink  deep. 

Cont*  Twould  drink  the  oup  and  all; 

Ely,  But  what  fNreyeBtion? 

Cant.  The  king  is  full  of  grace,  and  fair  regard. 

Ely.  And  a  true  lorer  of  the  holy  church. 

Cant  The  courses  of  his  youth  promis'd  it  not» 
The  breath  no  sooner  left  his  father's  body. 
But  that  his  wUidaess,  «u»rtified  m  Vm, 
Seem'd  to  d^e  too^ :  yea»  at  that  very  m^meat, 
Considei:atioa  like  an  angel  pame. 
And  whipp'd  the  offending  Adam  out  of  him : 
Leaving  his  body  as  a  paradise, 
To  env^op  and  contain  celestial  spirits. 
Never  was  such  a  sudden  scholar  nciade :     . 
Never  ca^ie  reformation  in  e^  flood. 
With  such  a  heady  current,  scouru^  faults ; 
Nor  never  hydra-headed  wilfulness 
So  soon  did  lose  his  seat,  and  all  at  once. 
As  in  this  king. 

Ely.  We  are  blessed  in  the  change. 

Cant.  Heax  him  but  reason  in  divinity, 

^       *  The  breath  do  soooer  left  his  fiadier'n  bodj. 

But  that  his  wildness,  mortified  in  him, 

Seem'd  to  die  too.' 
The  same  thought  econrs  in  the  preceding  play,  where  Kin^ 
Henry  V.  says : — 

*  My  father  is  gone  wild  into  his  grave. 

For  in  his  tomb  lie  mj  afieotions.' 
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And,  all  admiring,  with  an  inward  wish 

You  would  desire,  the  king  were  mack  a  prelate : 

Hear  htm  debate  of  commonwealth  affairs. 

You  woiild  say, — it  hath  been  all  in  all  his  study : 

list  his  discourse  of  war,  and  you  i^iall  hear 

A  fearful  battle  render'd  you  m  nHusick : 

Turn  him  to  any  cause  of  policy. 

The  Gordian  knot  of  it  he  will  unloose. 

Familiar  as  his  garter ;  that,  when  he  speaks. 

The  air,  a  chartered  libertine,  is  still  ^, 

And  the  mote  wonder  larketh  in  men's  ears. 

To  steal  his  sweet  and  honeyed  sentences; 

So  that  the  art  and  practick  part  of  life 

Must  be  the  mistress  to  this  theorick^ : 

Which  is  a  wonder,  how  his  grace  should  glean  it. 

Since  his  addiction  was  to  courses  yaia  : 

Hb  companies^  unletter'd,  rude,  and  shaUow; 

Hb  hours  fill'd  up  with  riots,  banquels,  sports; 

And  never  noted  in  him  any  study^ 

Any  retirement,  any  sequestration 

From  open  haunts  and  popidarity^. 

Ely.  The  strawberry  grows  undemeatii  tlie  nettle ; 
And  wholesome  berries  thrive  and  ripen  best, 

'  Johnson  has  noticed  the  exquisite  beaatj  of  this  line.    We 
have  the  same  «hotght  in  As  Yon  Like  It,  Aet  ii.  Sc.  7 :-~ 

« '■     "    1  nrast  hare  liberty 

Withal,  u$  large  a  charter  as  ike  wind. 
To  blow  on  whom  t  please/ 
^       *  So  that  the  art  andpractich  part  of  life 
Most  be  the  mistress  to  his  theorick,' 
He  discourses  with  so  mioh  skill  on  all  subjects, '  that  his  theory 
most  hare  been  taught  bj  art  and  practice,*  which  is  strange, 
since  he  conld  see  little  of  the  true  art  or  practice  among  his 
loose  companions,  nor  ever  retired  to  digest  his  practice  into 
tiieory.     Practick  and  thearickf  or  rather  praetique  and  theorique, 
was  the  old  orthography  of  practice  and  theory. 
*  CoMpmuM,  tot  cOMpanioflSk 

'  PapmUaihf  m^^nX  fmmharity  with  tiu  amumm  people,  as  well 
as  popular  favour  or  applause.    Soe  Fhrio  tn  vooe  Popolwriia* 
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Neighbour'd  by  fhiit'of  baser  quality : 
And  80  the  prince  obscur'd  his  contemplation 
Under  the  veil  of  wildness ;  which^  no  doubt. 
Grew  like  the  summer  grass,  fastest  by  night. 
Unseen,  yet  cresciye  ^^  in  his  faculty. 

Cant.  It  must  be  so  :  for  miracles  are  ceased ; 
And  therefore  we  must  needs  admit  the  means, 
How  things  are  perfected. 

Ely.  But;  my  good  lord. 

How  now  for  mitigation  of  this  bill 
XJrg'd  by  the  commons  ?  Doth  his  -majesty 
Incline  to  it,  or  no  ? 

Cant.  He  seems  indifferent; 

Or,  rather,  swaying  mdre  upon  our  part. 
Than  cherishing  the  exhibiters  against  us ; 
For  I  have  made  an  offer  to  his  majesty, — 
Upon  our  spiritual  convocation : 
And  in  regard  of  causes  now  in  hand. 
Which  I  have  open'd  to  his  grace  at  large. 
As  touching  France, — to  give  a  greater  sum 
Than  ever  at  one  time  the  clergy  yet 
Did  to  his  predecessors  part  withal. 

Ely.  How  did  this  offer  seem  receiv'd,  my  lord  ? 

Cant.  With  good  acceptance  of  his  majesty ; 
Save,  that  there  was  not  time  enough  to  hear 
(As,  I  perceiv'd,  his  grace  would  fain  have  done) 
The  severals,  and  unhidden  passages  ^^ 
Of  his  true  titles  to  some  certain  dukedoms; 

10      *  Grew  like  the  sninmer  grass,  fastest  bj  night. 
Unseen,  yet  crescive  in  his  facnltj.' 
Crescit  oconlto  relnt  arbor  levo 
Fama  Marcelli. 
This  expressive  word  is  used  bj  Drant,  in  his  Translation  of 
Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  1667  :— 

'  As  losty  yonths  of  crescive  age  doe  flourish  fresh  and  grow.* 
"  *  The  uvenUst  u>d  ftuUddm  pa»$ag—*    The  |Mr<actilv»  aad 
cUar  mtco$iceakd  drcMmtiimces  of  his  true  titles,  &c. 
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Andy  generally,  to  the  crown  and  seat  of  France, 
Denv'd  from  £d\rard,  his  great  grandfather. 

Ely.  What  was  the  impediment  that  broke  this  off? 

Chnt.  The  French  ambassador  upon  that  instant 
Cray'd  audience  :  and  |;he  hour  I  think  is  cone. 
To  give  him  hearing :  Is  it  four  o'clock? 

Ely,  It  is. 

Carii.  TWi  go  we  m,  to  know  his  embassy ; 
Which  I  could,  with  a  ready  guess,  declare. 
Before  die  FrencJmian  speak  a  word. of  it. 

Ely.  I'll  wait  upon  you;  and  I  long  to  hear  it. 

[Exemtt. 

SCENE  II. 

The  same,     A  Room  of  State  in  the  mmie. 

Enter  King  Henry,  Gloster,  Bedford,  Ex- 
eter, Warwick,  Westmoreland,  and  At- 
tendants, 

K,  Hen.  Where  is  my  gracious  lord  of  Canterbury  ? 

Exe,  Not  here  in  presence. 

K.  Hen,  Send  for  him,^od  uncle*. 

West,  Shall  we  call  in  the  ambassador  my  liege  ? 

K,  Hen,  Not  yet,  my  cousin ;  we  would  be  re- 
solv'd. 
Before  we  hear  of  him,  of  some  things  of  weight. 
That  task  our  thoughts^,  concerning  us  and  France. 

>  '  Send  for  him,  good  node.'  The  person  here  addressed  was 
Thomas  Beanfort,  half  brother  to  King  Henry  IV.  being  One  of 
the  sons  of  John  of  Gaunt  bj  Katharine  Swynford.  He  was  not 
made  duke  of  Exeter  till  the  year  after  the  battle  of  Aginconti, 
1416.  He  was  properij  now  only  earl  of  Dorset.  Shakspeafie 
may  have  confounded  this  character  wiUi  John  Holland,  duke  of 
Exeter,  who  married  Elizabeth,  the  king's  aunt.  He  was  exe- 
cuted at  Plashey,  iu  1400.  The  old  play  began  with  the  next 
speech. 

2  i.  e.  keep  our  thoughts  busied. 

M  M  2 


,y  Google 


402  KING  HENRY  V.  ACT  I. 

Enter  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  aand  Bishop 
o/Ely. 

Cant.  God,  and  his  angels,  guard  your  sacred 
throne. 
And  make  you  long  become  it ! 

K,  Hen,  Sure,  we  thank  you. 

My  learned  lord,  we  pray ^ou  to  proceed; 
And  justly  and  religiously  unfold, 
Why  the  law  Salique,  that  they  have  in  France, 
Ot  should,  or  should  not,  bar  us  in  our  claim. 
And  God  forbid,  my  dear  and  faithful  lord. 
That  you  should  fashion,  wrest,  or  bow  your  reading. 
Or  nicely  charge  your  understanding  soul 
With  opening  titles  miscreate',  whose  right 
Suits  not  in  native  colours  with  the  truth ; 
For  God  doth  know,  how  many,  now  in  health. 
Shall  drop  their  blood  in  approbation  ^ 
Of  what  your  reyprence  shall  incite  us  to : 
Therefore  take  heed  how  you  impawn  our  person^. 
How  you  awake  the  sleeping  sword  of  war ; . 
We  charge  you  in  the  name  of  God,  take  heed : 
For  never  two  such  kingdoms  did  contend. 
Without  much  fall  of  blood ;  whose  guiltless  drops 
Are  every  one  a  woe,  a- sore  complaint, 

^  '  Or  nicely  charge  jour  understanding  soul 

With  opening  titles  miscreated 
Or  burthen  jonr  knowing  or  conscious  soul  with  displajiag 
false  titles  in  a  specious  manner  or  opening  pretensions,  which, 
if  shown  in  their  native  colours,  would  appear  to  be  false. 

^  '  Shall  drop  their  blood  in  apprdbatwn*  ApprobaHom  is 
used  by  Shakspeare  for  proving  or  establishing  by  proof.  Thus 
in  Cymbeline: — *  Would  I  had  put  my  estate  and  my  neighbours 
on  the  approbation  of  what  I  have  spoke.*  This  sense  was  not 
peculiar  to  our  poet ;  for  Braithwaite,  in  his  Surrey  of  Histories, 
1614,  says,  'Composing  what  he  wrote  not  by  the  report  of 
others,  but  by  the  appr^ation  of  his  own  eyes.' 

'  *  Therefore  take  heed  how  yon  tii^HnoM  our  person.'  To  im- 
pawn  was  to  engag€  or  pledge.    See  Hamlet,  Act  t.  Sc  S. 
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'Gainst  him,  whose  wrongs  give  edge  unto  the  swords 
That  make  such  waste  in  brief  mortahty . 
Under  Uiis  conjuration,  speak,  my  lord: 
And  we  will  hear,  note,  and  believe  in  heart. 
That  what  you  speak  is  in  your  conscience  wash'd 
As  pure  as  sin  with  baptism. 

Cant.  Then  hear  me,  gracious  sovereign, — and 
you  peers,       ' 
That  owe  your  lives,  your  faith,  and  services. 
To  this  imperial  throne : — ^There  b  no  bar^ 
To  make  against  your  highness'  claim  to  France, 
But  this,  which  they  produce  from  Pharamond, — 
In  terrdm  Salicam  mulieres  h^  succedant, 
No  woman  shall  succeed  in  Salique  land: 
Which  Satique  land  the  French  unjustly  gloze'^, 
To  be  the  realm  of  France,  and  Pharamond 
The  founder  of  this  law  and  female  bar. 
Yet  their  own  authors  faithfully  affirm. 
That  the  land  Salique  hes  in  Germany, 
Between  the  floods  of  Sala  and  of  Elbe : 
Where  Charles  the  great,  having  subdued  the  Saxons, 
There  left  behind  and  settled  certain  French; 
Who,  holding  in  disdain  the  German  women. 
For  some  dishonest  manners  of  fiieir  life, 
Establish'd  there  this  law, — to  wit,  no  female 
Should  be  inheritrix  in  Salique  land ; 
Which  Salique,  as  I  said,  'twixt  Elbe  and  Sala, 
Is  at  this  day  in  Germany  calFd — Meisen. 
Thus  doth  it  well  appear,  the  Salique  law 
Was  not  devised  for  the  realm  of  France : 
Nor  did  the  French  possess  the  Sahque  land 
Until  four  hundred  one  and  twenty  years 

'  *  There  is  no  bar/  &o.  The  whole  speech  is  taken  from 
Holinshed. 

^  To  gloxe  is  to  expound  or  explain,  and  sometimes  to  com- 
ment apon.     See  Troilns  and  Cressida,  Act  ii.  Sc.  2. 
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After  defunction  of  king  Pfaamm(Hid> 

Idly  suppos'd  the  founder  of  this  law ; 

Who  died  within  the  year  of  our  redemptioii 

Four  hundred  twenty-six;  and. Charles  the  Gresit 

Subdued  the  Saxons,  and  did  seat  the  French 

Beyond  the  river  Sala,  in  the  year 

Eight  huncked  fire.     Besides,  their  writers  say. 

King  Pepin,  which  deposed  Childeiick, 

Did,  as  heir  general,  being  descended 

Of  Blithitd,  which  was  daughter  to  King  Clotiiair, 

Make  claim  and  title  to  the  crown  of  France. 

Hugh  Capet  also,— -that  usurped  the  crown 

Of  Charles  the  duke  of  Lorain,  sole  heir  nude 

Of  the  true  line  and  stock  of  Charles  the  €hreaty — 

To  fine^  his  title  with  some  show  of  truth, 

(Though,  in  pure  truth,  it  was  corrupt  and  naught), 

Convey'd^  hunself  as  heir  to  the  Lady  Lingare, 

Daughter  to  Charlemain,  who  was  the  son 

To  Lewis  the  emperor,  and  Lewis  the  son 

B  *  To  fine  his  title  with  some  show  of  trath.*  To  fine  is  !• 
embellish,  to  trim,  to  make  showj  or  specioas :  limare. 

^  *  Cofwey'd  himself  as  heir  to  the  Lady  Lingare,*  Shakspeare 
found  this  expression  in  Holinshed ;  and,  though  it  soonds  odd 
to  modehi  ears,  it  is  classical.  Bishop  Cooper  renders  '  Con- 
jicere  se  in  familiam ;  to  convey  himself  to  be  of  some  noble 
family/  Malone's  guess-work  explanation  of  derived  his  title,' 
is  sufficiendj  erroneous.  Its  true  meaning  is,  *  he  passed  Uai« 
self  off  as  heir  to  the  Ladj  Lingare.'  These  ficthions  p«rstt»- 
ages  and  pedigrees  (as  Ritson  remarks)  seem  to  have  been 
devised  bj  the  English  Heralds  to  *  fine  a  title  witb  some 
show  of  truth,'  wiiicb  '  in  pure  truth  was  corrupt  and  nanghL* 
It  was  manifestly  impossible  that  Henry,  who  had  too  title  tQ  hit 
own  dominions,  could  derive  one,  by  the  same  colour,  to  anotlMr 
person's.  He  merely  proposed  the  invasion  and  conquest  of 
France  in  prosecution  of  the  dykig  advice  of  his  ftitfaer : — 

* to  busy  g^ddy  minds 

In  foreign  quarrels ;  that  action,  thence  bonia  out. 
Might  waste  the  memory  of  former  days.' 
The  zeal  and  eloquence  of  the  Archbishop  are  owing  to  similar 
motives. 
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Of  Charles  the  Great.  Also  Kin^  Lewis  the  Tenth  ^^ 
Who  was  sole  heir  to  the  usurper  Capet, 
Could  not  keep  quiet  in  his  conscience. 
Wearing  the  crown  of  France,  till  satisfied 
That  fair  Queen  Isabel,  his  grandmother. 
Was  lineal  of  the  Lady  Ermengare, 
Daughter  to  Charles  the  foresaid  duke  of  Lorain : 
By  the  which  marriage,  the  line  of  Charles  the  Great 
Was  reunited  to  the  crown  of  France. 
So  that,  as  clear  as  is  the  summer's  sun, 
-  King  Pepin's  title,  and  Hugh  Capet's  claim. 
King  Lewis  his  satisfaction,  all  appear 
To  hold  in  right  and  title  of  the  female : 
So  do  the  kings  of  France  unto  this  day ; 
Howbeit  they  would  hold  up  this  SaUque  law. 
To  bar  your  highness  claiming  from  the  female; 
And  raUier  choose  to  hide  them  in  a  net. 
Than  amply  to  imbare^^  their  crooked  titles 
tJsurp'd  from  you  and  your  progenitors. 

K.  Hen,  May  I,  with  right  and  conscience,  make 
this  claim  ? 

Cant,  The  sin  upon  my  head,  dread  sovereign ! 
Foi^in  the  book  of  Numbers  is  it  writ, — 
When  the  son  dies,  let  the  inheritance 
Descend  unto  the  daughter.     Gracious  lord,* 
Stand  for  your  own;  unwind  your  bloody  flag; 
Look  back  unto  your  mighty  ancestors; 
Go,  my  dread  lord,  to  your  great  grandsire's  tomb. 
From  whom  you  claim :  'invoke  his  warlike  spirit. 
And  your  great  uncle's,  Edward  the  Black  Prince ; 
Who  on  the  French  ground  play'd  a  tragedy, 

>®  <  Lewis  the  Tenth:  This  should  be  Lewis  the  Ninth,  as  it 
stands  in  HalPs  Chronicle.  Shakspeare  has  been  led  into  the 
error  bj  Holinshed,  whose  chronicle  he  followed. 

>'  Than  amply  to  imhare  their  crooked  titles/  The  folio  reads 
imbarrt ;  the  qaarto  imbace.  As  there  is  no  other  example  of 
such  a  word,  I  cannot  bat  think  that  this  is  an  error  of  the  press 
for  unbare. 
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Making  defieat  oa  the  full  power  of  Fra&ee; 
Whiles  his  koost  mt^ty  father  on  a  hill 
Stood  smiling;  to  behold  his  lion's  whelp 
Forage  in  blood  of  French  nobility  ^^. 
O  noble  £n^h,  that  could  entertain 
With  half  their  forces  the  full  pride  of  France ; 
And  let  another  half  stand  laughing  by. 
All  out  of  W(»rk,  and  cold  for  aetton^^ ! 

Ely.  Awake  remembrance  of  tibiese  valiant  dead. 
And  with  your  puissant  arm  renew  tl^ir  feats : 
You  are  l&ek  heir,  you  sit  upon  their  t^roi^ ; 
The  blood  and  courage  that  renowned  them. 
Runs  in  your  veins ;  and  my  thrice-puissant  liege 
Is  in  the  vBry  May-mom  of  his  youth, 
Ripe  for  explmts  and  mighty  enterprises. 

Exe.  Your  brotiier  kings  and  motmrcks  of  the  «&itk 
Do  all  expect  that  you  should  rouse  ymtrselfy 
As  did  th^  former  hons  of  your  blood. 

West.  They  know,  your  grace  hath  cause,  and 
means,  and  might; 
So  hath  your  highness  ^^ ;  never  king  of  England 
Had  nobles  richer,  and  more  loyal  subjects ; 
Whose  hearts  have  left  their  bodies  here  in  Engl^ad, 
And  lie  pavilion'd  in  die  fields  of  Frasce. 

Cant.  O,  let  their  bodies  follow,  my  dear  liege. 
With  blood,  and  sword,  and  fire,  to  win  your  right: 
In  aid  whereof,  we  of  the  spaitualty 
Will  raise  yonr  highness  such  a  mighty  sum, 

1^  '  Whiles  his  most  mighty  father  on  a  hill 

Stood  smiling/  &c. 
This  alludes  to  the  battle  of  Creistjr ;  as  des<»iked  bj  HoUiriie^, 
vol.  ii.  p.  372. 

'^  *  Cold  for  action/  want  ef  action  being  the  cmim  of  Aeir 
being  cold.  So  many  nuiitakes  have  been  made  in  the  ^Tplaai 
tion  of  this  simple  word  for  bj  the  editors  of  Sbaki|^eare,  ami 
other  of  oar  old  English  writers,  that  the  reader  will  4o  well  to 
cansolt  Tooke's  Diversions  of  Parley,  vol.  i.  p.  371  et  «e^. 

^*  i.  e.  yoar  higfaneM  hatfa  indeed  what  thej  think  aad  kaam 
you  have. 
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As  never  ^d  the  clergy  at  one  time 
Bring  in  to  any  of  your  ancestors. 

K.  Hen,  We  niust  not  only  arm.  to  invade  tbe, 
French; 
Bot  lay  down  our  proportions  to  defend 
Against  the  Scot,  who  will  make  road  i^pon  us 
With  all  advantages. 

Cant,  They  of  those  marches^,  graciotts  sovefeign» 
Shall  be  a  wall  sufficient  to  defend 
Oujp  inland  from  the  pilferkig  b(»rdeffers. 

K,  Hen.  We  do  wA  mean  the  coivsing  snatchers 
only, 
But  fear  ^  main  itttendment^^  of  the  Scot, 
Who  hath  been  still  a  giddy  neighbour  to  us ; 
For  you  shall  read,  that  my  great  grandfather 
Never  wept  witli  his  forces  into  France, 
But  that  the  Scdt  on  hia  unfuniish'd  kingdom 
Came  pouring,  like  the  tide  into  a  breach. 
With  ample  and  brimfulness  of  his  force ; 
Galling  the  ^eaaed  land  with  hot  essays ; 
Girding  with  grievous  siege,  castles  and  towns ; 
That  England,  being  empty  of  defence. 
Hath  shook  and  trembled  at  the  ill  neighbourhood^^. 

Cant.    She  hath  been  then  more  fear'd^  than 
harm'd,  my  Eege : 
Per  hear  her  but  exampled  by  herself, — 

**  *  They  of  those  marches.*    The  mu'ches  are  the  borders, 
>^        '  But  fear  the  main  iBtendnaent  of  the  Scot, 

Who  hath  been  stiH'  a  gidd j  neighbour  to  as.' 
The  main  intendment  is  the  principid  purpose ^  that  he  will  hend 
hie  whoie  force  agunst  ns :  the  Bellom  in  aHqnem  intendere^  of 
lAry.  A  §iddy  neighbour  is  an  vnstabl^f  inconstant  one.  What 
opinion  the  Scots  entertained  of  the  defenceless  state  of  England 
appears  from  Wyntown's  Crooykil,  b.  yiii.  ch.  xl.  ver.  96 ;  and 
from  the  old  poem  of  Plodden  Field. 

17  The  quarto  reads  '  at  the  bruit  thereof.' 

18  jp^ar^d  here  means  lightened.  We  hare  it  again  in  the 
sanie  sense  in  other  places,  as  in  King  Henry  YI.  Act  v;  Sc.  2, 
Fart  in.  :~ 

'  Warwick  was  a  bug  that /ear'd  us  ^W 
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When  all  her  chivalry  hath  been  in  France, 

And  she  a  mourning  widow  of  her  nobles. 

She  hath  herself  not  only  well  defended, 

But  taken,  and  impounded  as  a  stray. 

The  king  of  Scots;  whom  she  did  send  to  France, 

To  fill  King  Edward's  fame  with  prisoner  kings-; 

And  make  your  chronicle  as  rich  with  praise. 

As  is  the  ooze  and  bottom  of  the  sea 

With  sunken  wreck  and  sumless  treasuries. 

West,  But  there's  a  saying,  very  old  and  true, — 
If  that  you  wiU  France  unn. 
Then  with  Scotland  first  begin: 
For  once  the  eagle  England  being  in  prey. 
To  her  unguarded  nest  the  weasel  Scot 
Comes  sneaking,  and  so  sucks  her  princely  eggs ; 
Flaying  the  mouse,  in  absence  of  the  cat, 
To  spoil  and  havock  more  than  she  can  eat. 

£^.  It  follows  then,  the  cat  must  stay  at  home: 
Yet  that  is  but  a  crush'd  necessity  ^^; 
Since  we  have  locks  to  safeguard  necessaries. 
And  pretty  traps  to  catch  the  petty  thieves. 
While  that  the  armed  hand  doth  fight  abroad. 
The  advised  head  defends  itself  at  home : 
For  government,  though  high,  and  low,  and  lower. 
Put  into  parts,  doth  keep  in  one  concent^; 

'*  *  Yet  that  is  bnt  a  erusKd  necessitj.'  This  is  the  reading 
of  the  folio.  The  editors  of  late  editions  have  adopted  the  read- 
ing of  the  qaarto  copy, '  cnrs'd  necessitj/  and  bj  so  doing  have 
certainly  not  rendered  the  passage  more  intelligible;  indeed 
none  of  the  attempts  at  explanation  are  satisfactory.  A  cruMVd 
necessity  may  signify  a  necessity  farfhf  overcome,  one  which  did 
exist,  bat  which,  from  the  prudent  preoantions  taken,  is  now 
less  argent.    To  crush  is  to  bruise,  not  to  exterminate. 

^  Concent  is  connected  harmony  in  general,  and  not  oonfined- 
to  any  specific  consonance.  ConceMtm  and  coneentus  are  both 
osed  by  Cicero  for  the  anion  of  roioes  or  inatroments,  ia  what 
we  shonld  now  call  a  chorus  or  concert.  There  is  a  atriking 
resemblance  to  a  passage  from  Cicero's  Second  Book  de  Repah- 
lic4,  qaoted  by  St.  Aogastin :  — '  Sic  ex  summis  et  tneiiia  et  mi> 
fimis  inteijeotis  ordimhus,  at  sonis,  moderatam  ratione  eiritatem. 
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Congruing  in  a  full  and  natural  close, 
like  musick. 

Cant.  True :  therefore  doth  heaven  divide 

The  state  of  man  in  divers  functions, 
Setting  endeavour  in  continual  motion ; 
To  wUch  is  fixed,  as  an  aim  or  butt, 
Obedience :  for  so  work  the  honey  bees ; 
Creatures,  that,  by  a  rule  in  nature,  teach 
The  act^^  of  order  to  a  peopled  kingdom. 
They  have  a  king,  and  officers  of  sorts  ^ : 
Where  some,  like  magistrates,  correct  at  home; 
Others,  like  merchants,  venture  trade  abroad; 
Others,^  Uke  soldiers,  armed  in  their  stings. 
Make  boot  upon  the  summer's  velvet  buds ; 
Which  pillage  they  with  merry  march  bring  heme 
To  the  tent-royal  of  their  emperor : 
Who,  busied  in  his  majesty,  surveys 
The  singing  masons  building  roofs  of  gold ; 
The  civil ^  citizens  kneading  up  the  honey; 
The  poor  mechanick  porters  crowding  in 
Their  heavy  burdens  at  his  narrow  gate ; 
The  sad-ey'd  justice,  with  his  surly  hum. 
Delivering  o'er  to  Executors  ^^  pale 
The  lazy  yawning  drone.     I  this  infer, — 

coMensu  dissimillimornm  concinere;  et  quae  harmonia  a  tnusicis 
dicitor  in  canta,  earn  esse  in  civitate  concordia,* — De  Republicd, 
l.ii. 

^  *  The  itet  of  order'  is  the  statute  or  law  of  order ;  as  appears 
from  the  reading  of  the  qoarto.  '  Creatures  that  bj  awe  ordain 
an  act  of  order  .to  a  peopled  kingdom.' 

»  i.  e.  of  different  degrees :  if  it  be  not  an  error  of  the  press 
for*or*,  i.«.  ran*. 

^  '  The  dvil  citizens  kneading  np  the  honej.'  CivU  is  grave, 
See  Twelfth  Night,  Act  iii.  Sc.  4.  Johnson  observes,  to  knead 
the  honey  is  not  physically  true.  The  bees  do,  in  fact,  knead 
the  wax  more  than  the  honey. 

M  *  Executors*  for  executioners.  Thus  also  Burton,  in  his 
Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  p.  38,  ed.  1632 : — *  Tremble  at  an  exe- 
cutor, and  yet  not  feare  hell-fire.' 

VOL.  V.  N  N 
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That  many  thingft,  haviog  full  reference 

To  one  concent,  may  work  contrariously ; 

As  many  arrows;  loosed  several  ways, 

Fly  to  one  mark; 

As  many  several  ways  meet  in  one  town ; 

As  many  fresh  streams  run  m  one  self  sea ; 

As  many  lines  close  in  the  dial's  centre ; 

So  may  a  thousand  actions^  once  afoot, 

End  in  one  purpose,,  and  be  all  well  borne 

Without  defeat^.    Therefore  to  France,  my  liege. 

Divide  your  happy  England  into  four; 

AVTiereof  take  you  one  quarter  into  France, 

And  you  withal  shall  make  all  Gtallia  shake.. 

If  we,  with  thrice  that  power  left  at  home, 

CawEurt  defend  our  own  door  from  the  dog. 

Let  us  be  worried;  and  our  nation  lose 

The  name  of  hardiness^  and  policy. 

K,  Hefi,  Call  in  the  messengers  sent  from  ^e 
Dauphin. 

[Exit  on  Attendant.     The  King  atcemdi 
his  Throne. 
Now  are  we  well  resolv'd :  and  by  God's  help ; 
And  yours,  the  noble  sinews  of  our  power, — 
France  being  ours,  we'U  bend  it  to  our  awe> 
Or  break  it  all  to  pieces :  Or  there  we'll  sit, 
Kuling,  in  large  and  ample  empery^. 
O'er  France,  and  all  her  almost  kingly  dukedoms ; 
Or  lay  these  bones  in  an  unworthy  urn, 
Tombless,  with  no  remembrance  over  tiiem : 
Either  our  history  shalU  with  full  mouth. 
Speak  freely  of  our  acts ;  or  else  our  grave. 
Like  Turkish  mute,  shall  have  a  tongueless  mouth,« 
Not  worship'd  with  a  waxen  epitaph^. 

^  *  Without  defeat.'.    The  quartos  read  'Without  deftct: 
^  '  EmperyJ    This  word,  which  signifies  domimtmj  is  now 

obsolete,  though  ouce  in  general  use. 

^  '  Not  worship'd  with  a  waxen  epitaph.'    The  quartos  read 

'  —  with  a  paper  epitaph.'     Either  a  paper  or  a  tiMureii  efutiipJi 
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Enter  Ambassadors  of  France. 

Now  are  we  well  prepar'd  to  know  the  pleasure 
Of  our  fair  cousin  Dauphin;  for,  we  hear, 
Your  greeting  is  from  him»  not  from  the  king. 

Amb.  May  it  please  your  majesty,  to  give  us  leave 
Freely  to  render  what  we  have  in  charge; 
Or  shall  we  sparingly  show  you  far  off 
The  Dauphin's  meaning,  and  our  embassy  ? 

K,  Hen.  We  are  no  tyrant,  but  a  Christian  king; 
Unto  whose  grace  our  passion  is  as  subject. 
As  are  our  wretches  fetter'd  in  our  prisons : 
Therefore,  with  frank  and  with  uncurbed  plainness. 
Tell  us  the  Dauphin's  mind. 

Amb.  Thus  then,  in  few. 

Your  highness,  lately  sending  into  France, 
Did  claim  some  certein  dukedoms,  in  the  right 
Of  your  great  predecessor,  Eang  Edward  the  Third. 
In  answer  of  which  claim,  the  prince  our  master 
Says> — that  you  savour  too  much  of  your  youth; 
And  bids  you  be  advis'd,  there's  nought  in  France, 
That  can'be  with  a  nimble  galliard^  won; 

M  an  effilaph  «asilj  destroyed ;  one  that  can  oonfer  no  lasting 
hoBoar  on  the  dead,  SteoTens  thinks  that  the  allusion  is  to  wtueen 
tabktSf  as  any  thing  written  npon  them  was  easily  effaced. 
Bfr.  Gifford  says  that  a  waxen  epitaph  was  an  epitaph  affixed  to 
the  hearse  or  grave  with  wax.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
expression  may  he  merely  metaphorical,  and  not  anasive  to 
either.  Cereus,  in  Latin;  naxen,  in  Bnglish;  and  a  kindred 
word,  in  most  languages,  is  applied  to  any  thing  soft,  pliable, 
matable,  easily  taking  any  impression,  and  as  easily  losing  it; 
any  thing  fragile,  or  changihg  with  a  light  occasion.  In  short, 
the  epitl^t  coayeys  completely  the  idea  of  instill  ity ;  and  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  poet. 

^  A  guUiard  was  an  ancient  spritdy  dance,  as  its  name  im- 
plies 'y  which  Sir  John  Davies  describes  as : — 

'  A  gallant  dance,  that  lively  doth  bewray 
A  spirit  and  a  virtue  masculine, — 

With  lofty  turns  and  capriols  in  the  air. 
Which  with  the  lusty  tunes  aooordeth  fair.' 
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You'oanDot  revel  into  dukedoms  there : 
He  therefore  sends  you,  meeter  for  your  spirit. 
This  tun  of  treasure :  and,  in  lieu  of  this. 
Desires  you,  let  the  dukedoms,  that  you  claim, 
Hear  no  more  of  you.    This  the  Dauphin  speaks. 

K,  Hen*  What  treasure,  uncle? 

Exe,  Tennis-balls,  my  liege  ^. 

K.  Hen, 'We  are  glad  the  Dauphin  is  so  pleasant 
with  us ; 
His  present,  and  your  pains,  we  thank  you  for : 
When  we  have  match'd  our  rackets  to  these  balls. 
We  will,  in  France,  by  God's  grace,  play  a  set. 
Shall  strike  his  father's  crown  into  the  hazard^: 
Tell  him,  he  hath  made  a  match  with  such  a  wransler. 
That  all  the  courts  of  France  will  be  disturbed 
With  chaces'^.     And  we  understand  him  well. 
How  he  comes  o'er  us  with  our  wilder  days. 
Not  measuring  what  use  we  made  of  them. 
We  never  valu'd  this  poor  seat'*  of  England ; 
And  therefore,  living  hence ^,  did  give  ourself 
To  barbarous  license;  As  'tis  ever  common. 
That  men  are  merriest  when  they  are  from  home. 
But  tell  the  Dauphin, — I  will  keep  my  state ; 
Be  like  a  king,  and  show  my  sail  of  greatness. 
When  I  do  rouse  me  in  my  throne  of  France : 

^  In  the  old  play  of  Ring  Henry  V.  this  present  consists  of 
•  gilded  tun  of  tennis-baUs,  and  a  carpet. 

^  The  hazard  is  a  place  in  the  tennis-coart,  into  which  the 
ball  is  sometimes  strack. 

^'  A  chace  at  tennis  is  that  spot  where  a  ball  falls,  beyond 
which  the  adversary  mast  strike  his  ball  to  gain  a  point  or  duu»» 
At  long  tennis  it  is  the  spot  where  the  ball  leaves  off  rolling. 
We  see  therefore  why  the  king  has  called  himself  a  wrangler, 

^  i.  e.  the  throne.     Thus  in  Ring  Richard  III.  :— 
'  The  supreme  seatf  the  throne  majestlcal.* 

^  *  And  therefore  living  hence;*  that  is,  from  hence,  away 
from  this  seat  or  throne. 
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For  tiiat  I  ha^e  laid  by  my  nu^sty^^ 
And  plodded  like  a  man  for  workingHdays ; 
But  I  will  rise  there  with  so  full  a  glory. 
That  I  will  dazzle  all  the  eyes  of  France, 
Yea,  strike  the  Dauphin  Uind  to  look  on  us« 
And  tell  the  pleasant  pince, — this  mock  of  his 
Hath  tum'd  his  balls  to  gun-stones  ^^ ;  and  his  soul 
Shall  stand  sore  charged  for  the  wasteful  yengeance 
That  shall  fly  with  them :  for  many  a  thousand  widows 
Shall  this  his  mock  mock  out  of  their  dear  husbands ; 
Mock  mothers  from  their  soib,  mock  castles  down; 
And  some  are  yet  ungotten,  and  unborn. 
That  shall  have  cause  to  curse  the  Dauphin's  scorn. 
But  this  lies  all  witiiin  the  will  of  God, 
To  whom  I  do  appeal;  And  in  whose  name. 
Tell  you  the  Dauphin,  I  am  coming  on. 
To  yenge  me  as  I  may,  and  to  put  forth 
My  rightful  hand  in  a  well  hallow'd  cause. 
So,  get  you  hence  in  peace;  and  tell  the  Dauphin, 
His  jest  will  sayour  but  of  shallow  wit, 
When  thousands  weep,  more  than  did  laugh  at  it-** 
Conyey  them  with  safe  conduct. — Fare  you  well. 

[Exeunt  Ambassadors. 

Exe.  This  was  a  merry  message. 

K.  Hen.  We  hope  to  make  the  sender  blush  at  it. 
[Descends  from  his  Throne. 
Therefore,  my  lords,  omit  no  happy  hour. 
That  may  giye  furtherance  to  our  expedition : 
For  we  haye  now  no  thought  in  us  but  France ; 
Saye  those  to  God,  that  run  before  our  business. 
Therefore,  let  our  proportions  for  these  wars 

**  *  For  that  I  hare  laid  by  my  majesty.'  To  qualify  myself 
for  this  undertaking,  I  have  descended  from  ttiy  station,  and 
stodied  the  arts  of  life  io  a  lower  character.' 

^  *  Hath  tnm'd  his  balls  to  gun-stones.*  When  ordnance  was 
first  used  they  discharged  balls  not  of  iron  bat  of  stone. 

N  N2 
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Be  sooii  collected^  and  all  things  thought  upon, 
That  may,  with  reasonable  swiftness,  add 
More  feathers  to  our  wings ;  for,  God  before, 
We'll  chide  this  Dauphin  at  his  father's  door. 
Therefore,  let  every  man  now  task  his  thought^, 
That  this  fair  action  may  on  foot  be  brought. 

'     [Exeunt. 


ACT  II. 


Enter  Chorus. 

Chor.  Now  all  the  ybuth  of  England  are  on  fire, . 
And  silken  dalliance  in  the  wardrobe  lies ; 
Now  thrive  the  armourers,  and  honour's  thought 
Heigns  solely  in  the  breast  of  every  man : 
They  sell  the  pasture  now,  to  buy  the  horse ; 
Following  the  mirror  of  all  Christian  kings. 
With  winged  heels,  as  English  Mercuries. 
For  now  sits  Expectation  in  the  air ; 
And  hides  a  sword,  from  hilts  unto  the  point. 
With  crowns  imperial,  crowns,  and  coronets  ^, 
Promis'd  to  Harry,  and  his  followers. 
The  French,  advis'd  by  good  intelligence 
Of  this  most  dreadful  preparation, 

^  'Task  his  thought.'    We  have  this  phrase  before.     See 
note  on  p.  332. 

'         '  For  now  sits  Expectation  in  the  air; 

And  hides  a  sword,  from  hilts  onto  the  point. 
With  crowns/  &c. 
Expectation  is  also  personified  bj  Milton : — 

* while  Expectation  stood 

In  horror.' — 
In  ancient  representations  of  trophies,  &c.  it  is  common  to  see 
swords  encircled  with  crowns.    Shakspeare's  image  is  supposed 
to  be  taken  from  a  wood  oat  in  the  first  edition  of  Holinsbed. 
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Shake  in  their  fear ;  and  with  pale  policy 

Seek  to  divert  the  English  purposes. 

O  England! — model  to  thy  inward  greatness, 

like  little  body  with  a  mighty  heart, — 

What  might'st  thou  do,  that  honour  would  thee  do. 

Were  all  thy  children  kind  and  natural! 

But  see  thy  fault !  France  hath  in  thee  found  out 

A  nest  of  hollow  bosoms,  which  he  fills 

With  treacherous  crowns:   and  three   corrupted 

men, — 
One,  Richard  earl  of  Cambridge^;  and  the  second, 
Henry  Lord  Scroop^  of  Masham;  and  the  third. 
Sir  Thomas  Grey,  knight  of  Northumberland,— 
Have,  for  the  gilt*  of  France,  (O  guilt,  indeed !) 
Confirmed  conspiracy  with  fearful  France; 
And  by  their  hands  this  grace  of  kings  must  die 
(If  hell  and  treason  hold  their  promises), 
Ere  he  take  ship  for  France,  and  in  Southampton. 
Lmger  your  patience  on ;  and  well  digest 
The  abuse  of  distance,  while  we  force  a  play  ^. 
The  sum  is  paid ;  the  traitors  are  agreed ; 
The  king  is  set  from  London ;  and  the  scene 
Is  now  transported,  gentles,  to  Southampton : 
There  is  the  playhouse  now,  there  must  you  sit : 
And  thence  to  France  shall  we  convey  you  safe. 
And  bring  you  back,  charming  the  narrow  seas 
To  give  you  gentle  pass;  for,  if  we  may, 

*  '  Richard  earl  of  Cambridge'  was  Richard  de  Conisbary, 
younger  son  of  Edmund  Langley,  dake  of  York.  He  was  father 
of  Richard  dake  of  York,  and  grandfather  of  Edward  the  Foarth. 

'  '  Henry  Lord  Scroop'  was  a  third  husband  of  Joan,  dachess 
of  York,  mother  in  law  of  Richard  earl  of  Cambridge. 
^  Grttt  for  golden  money. 

*  The  old  copy  reads ; — 

'  Linger  your  patience  on,  and  voe^U  digest 
The  abuse  of  distance ;  force  a  play/ 
The  alteration  was  made  by  Pope. 
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Well  not  offiod  one  stonach  with  our  pUy. 
But,  till  the  king  come  forth,  and  font  till  then. 
Unto  Southampton  do  we  shift  our  sceoe^^     [ExU. 

SCENE  I.     Tk€  mime.     Eastdieap. 

Enter  Nym  and  Bardolph. 

Bard,  Well  met.  Corporal  Nym. 

Nym.  Good  morrow,  Lieutenant  Bardolph  K 

Bard.  What,  are  ancient  Pistol  and  you  friends 
yet? 

Nym.  For  my  part,  I  care  nOt:  I  say  little:  but 
when  time  shall  serre,  there  shall  be  smiles  ^ ; — but 
that  shall  be  as  it  may.  I  dare  not  fight;  but  I  wiU 
wink,  and  hold  out  mine  iron :  It  is  a  simple  one: 
but  what  though  ?  it  will  toast  cheese ;  and  it  wttl 
endure  cold  as  another  man's  sword  will :  and  there's 
the  humour  of  it. 

'        *  Bat  till  the  king  come  forth,  and  hui  till  then. 
Unto  Southampton  do  we  shift  our  scene.' 
The  old  copy  reads : — 

<  Bat  till  the  king  come  forth,  and  not  till  then.' 
The  emendation  was  proposed  hj  Mr.  Roderick,  and  deserves 
admission  into  the  text.  Malone  has  plainly  shown  that  it  is  a 
common  typographical  error.  The  c^jeetton  is,  that «  seene  in 
London  intervenes ;  bnt  this  may  be  obviated  by  transposing 
that  scene  to  the  end  of  the  first  act.  The  division  into  acts 
and  scenes,  it  shonld  be  recollected,  is  the  arbitnrj  work  of 
Mr.  Rowe  and  the  anb^eqneat  editors ;  and  the  first  act  of  this 
play,  as  it  is  now  divided,  is  nnnsaally  short.  This  choms  has 
slipped  ont  of  its  place. 

1  At  this  scene  begins  the  connexion  of  this  play  with  the 
latter  part  of  King  Henry  IV.  The  characters  would  be  indis- 
dinct  and  the  incidents  unintelligible  without  the  knowledge  of 
what  passed  in  the  two  former  plays. 

9  '  Wh^n  time  shall  serve,  there  shall  be  smiles.^  Dr.  Fanner 
thought  that  this  was  an  error  of  the  press  for  «Metes,  i.  e.  Mnni,  a 
word  used  in  the  poet's  age,  and  still  provinoiaUy  oorcoKt.  Ilie 
passage,  as  it  stands,  has  been  explained: — 'I  care  not  whether 
we  are  friends  at  present ;  however,  when  time  shall  serve,  wt 
shall  be  in  good  humour  toith  eqch  other :  but  be  it  as  it  may.' 
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Bard.  I  will  bestow  a  breakfietst,  to  make  you 
friends;  and  we'll  be  all  three  sworn  brothers^  to 
France;  let  it  be  so,  good  Corporal  Nym. 

Nym.  'Faith,  I  will  liye  so  long  as  I  may,  that's 
the  certain  of  it;  and  when  I  cannot  live  any  longer, 
I  will  do  as  I  may :  that  is  my  rest  ^  that  is  the 
rendezvous  of  it. 

Bard.  It  is  certain,  corporal,  that  he  is  inarried 
to  Nell  Quickly :  and,  ceiiainly ,  she  did  you  wrong ; 
for  you  were  troth-plight  to  her. 

Nym.  I  cannot  tell;  things  must  be  as  they  may: 

men  may  sleep,  and  they  may  have  the^  throats 

about  them  at  that  time;   and,  some  say,  knives 

have  edges.  It  must  be  as  it  may :  though  patience 

be  a  tired  msxe,  yet  she  will  plod.     There  must  be 

conclusions.    Well,  I  cannot  telP. 

I    ^"*^'^^ 
J^fer  Pistol  and  Mrs.  Quickly.  '       ^^/i* 

Bard.  Here  comes  ancient  I^istol,  and  his  wife : 
—good  corporal,  be  patient  here. — How  now,  mine 
host  Pistol? 

Pigt.  Base  tike^,  call'st  thou  me — ^host? 
Now,  by  this  hand  I  swear,  I  scorn  the  term ; 
Nor  shdl  my  Nell  keep  lodgers.  ^'^'\ 

Quick.  No,  by  my  troth,  not  long :  for  we  cannot 
lodge  and  board  a  dozen  or  fourteen  gentlewomen, 

'  *  Sworn  brothers/  In  the  times  of  adventnre  it  was  usual 
for  two  or  more  chiefs  to  bind  themselves  to  share  in  each  other's 
fortanes,  and  divide  their  acquisitions  between  them.  They  were 
called  fratres  Jurati,  These  cntpurses  set  oat  for  France  as  if 
the  J  were  going  to  make  a  conquest  of  the  kingdom. 

*  *  That  is  my  rest;*  that  is  my  determination.  Vide  note  on 
Airs  Well  that  Ends  Well,  Act  ii.  Sc.  1. 

*  i.  e.  *  I  know  not  what  to  say  or  think  of  it'  See  this  phrase 
amply  illostrated  in  Mr.  Gifford's  Ben  Jonson,  vol.  i.  p.  125.  No 
phrase  is  more  common  in  oar  old  dramatic  writers ;  yet  it  had 
escaped  the  commentators  on  Shakspeare. 

«  i.  e.  base  fellow.  Still  ased  in  the  north ;  where  a  tike  is 
also  a  dog  of  a  large  common  breed ;  as  a  mastiff,  oir  shepherd's 
dog. 
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that  Uve  booestly  by  ^e  prick  of  thek>  tieedlee,  but 
it  wili  be  thougbt  we  keep  a  bawdy-house  straight. 
[Nym  drawi  kis  swerH.^  O  well-i-day,  Lady,  if  te 
be  not  drawn  now^ !  we  shall  see  wMvk  aMtery 
and  murder  committed.  Good  LieoAenattt  Badblph, 
— good  corporal)  oflfer  nothing  heie. 

Nym,  Pish! 

PiH.  Pish  forliMe,  Iceland  dog^!  thou  prick- 
eared  CIV  of  Icdaad ! 

Quick.  Good  Corporal  Nym»  show  the  Yalour  of 
a  man,  and  put  up  thy  sword. 

Nym.  Will  you  shog  off?  I  would  have  you  sdms* 

[Skeatkh^  ku  smmd. 

Pist.  S(du8,  egregious  dog?  O  viper  vile! 
Hie  wku  in  thy  most  marvdlous  face; 
The  solus  in  thy  teeth,  and  in  thy  throat> 
And  in  thy  hateful  lungs,  yea,  in  thy  maw»  perdy ; 
And,  which  is  worse,  within  thy  nasty  moutii ! 
I  do  retort  the  wius  in  thy  bowels: 
For  I  can  take^,  and  Pistol's  cock  is  up, 
And  flashing  fire  will  follow.  « 

^  *  O  well-i-daj.  Lady,  if  he  be  not  drawn  now !'  The  folM 
has  '  O  weil-a-daj,  Lady,  if  he  be  not  hewn  now ;'  an  evident 
error  of  the  press.  The  ^marto  reads  '  O  Lord  t  bere's  Ceip^ral 
Njm's — BOW,*  &c, 

^  Iceland  dogges,  curled  and  rough  all  over,  which,  by  reason 
of  the  length  6t  iheir  heare,  make  show  neither  of  fkce  aor  of 
body.     And  yet  thes  corres,  forsooihe,  beoaoso  they  are  m 
strange,  are  greatly  set  by,  esteemed,  taken  op,  and  made  oC 
many  times  instead  of  the  spaniell  gentle  or  comforter. — Abn^ 
ham  Fleming's  translation  of  Cains  de  Canibas,  1576,  O/EmgSA 
Dogges.    Island  cur  is  again  ased  as  a  term  of  contMspt  ia 
'  Epigrams  served  oat  in  Fifty-two  seTeral  Dishes ;'  no  iaUi — 
'  He  wears  a  gown  lac'd  round,  laid  down  with  furre. 
Or,  miser-like,  a  pouch  where  uerer  man 
Could  thrust  his  finger,  but  this  island  curre.* 

'  '  For  I  can  Uike.*  Malone  would  change  this,  without  ne- 
cessity, to  '  I  can  talk.*  Pistol  only  means,  '  I  can  tmderrttmi, 
•r  e&mfrehsmd  you.*'  It  is  still  common  in  the  plebeian  phrase : 
'  Do  you  take  meV  for  Do  you  know  my  meaning? 
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Nym,  I  am  not  Baxbason^^;  you  cannot  conjure 
me,  I  have  a  humour  to  knock  you  indifferently 
well:  If  you  grow  foul  with  me.  Pistol,  I  will  scour 
you  with  my  rapier,  as  I  may,  in  fair  twms :  if  yov 
would  walk  off,  I  would  {urick  your  guts  a  little,  in 
good  terms,  as  I  may ;  and  that's  the  humour  of  it^ 

Pitt.  O  braggard  yile,  and  damned  furious  wight  I 
The  grave  doth  gape,  and  doting  death  is  near; 
llierefore  exhale  ^^  [Pistol  mid  Nym  daruw. 

Bard,  Hear  me,  hear  me  what  I  say  :-^he  that 
strikes  the  first  stroke,  I'll  run  him  up  to  the  hilts, 
as  I  am  a  soldier.  [Draws. 

Pist.  An  oath  of  miokle  might;  and  fury  shall 
abate. 
Give  me  thy  fist,  thy  fore^foot  to  me  ^ve; 
Thy  s{Mrits  are  most  tall. 

Nym,  I  will  cut  thy  throat,  one  time  or  other,  in 
fiedr  t^rms ;  that  is  the  humour  of  it. 

Pist.   Coupe  k  gorge,  that's  the  word?-^I  thee 
defy  again. 

0  bound  of  Crete,  think'st  thon  my  spouse  to  get? 
No ;  to  the  spital  go. 

And  from  the  powdering  tub  of  in&my 
Fetch  forth  the  lazar  kite  of  Cressid's  kind^^, 
Doll  Tear*sheet  she  by  name,  and  her  espouse : 

1  have,  and  I  will  hold,  the  qwmdam^^  Quickly  . 
For  the  only  she;  and — Pauca,  there's  enough.                /   , 

W  Barhason  is  the  name  of  a  demon  mentioned  in  The  Merry  »  ^A-* 

WiTei  of  Windsor.  The  onmeaning  tnmoor  of  Piitol's  speech 
verj  natorallj  reminds  Njm  of  the  soonding  nonsense  uttered 
b/  conjurers. 

^^  By  exhtdt  Pistol,  in  his  fantastic  language,  probably  means 
die  or  breathe  your  last,  Malone  suggests  that  he  may  only  meain 
*  draw,  hoMtl,  or  lag  out.' 

"  *  The  lazar  kite  of  Cressid^s  hindJ  Of  Cressida's  nature, 
see  the  play  of  Troilos  and  Cressida. 

"  Formerly. 
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Enter  the  Boy. 

Bay.  Mioe  host  Pistol ,  you  must  come  to  my 
master, — and  you,  hostess ; — he  b  very  sick,  and 
would  to  bed. — Good  Bardolph,  put  thy  nose  be- 
tween his  sheets,  and  do  the  office  of  a  warming- 
pan  :  'faith,  he's  very  ill. 

Bard.  Away,  you  rogue. 

Quick*  By  my  troth,  he'll  yield  the  crow  a  pud- 
ding one  of  these  days:  the  king  has  killed  his 
heart. — Good  husband,  come  home  presently. 

[Exeunt  Mrs.  Quickly  and  Boy. 

Bard.  Come,  shall  I  make  you  two  friends  ?  We 
must  to  France  together;  Why,  the  devil,  should 
we  keep  knives  to  cut  one  another's  throats  ? 

Pitt.  Let  floods  o'erswell,  and  fiends  for  food 
howl  on ! 

Nym.  You'll  pay  me  the  eight  shillings  I  won  of 
you  at  betting  ? 

Pigt.  Base  is  the  slave  that  pays. 

Nym.  That  now  I  will  have;  that's  the  humour 
of  it. 

Pigt.  As  manhood  shall  compound;  Push  home. 

Bard.  By  this  sword,  he  that  makes  the  first 
thrust.  111  kill  him;  by  this  sword,  I  will. 

Pist.  Sword  is  an  oath,  and  oaths  must  have  their 
course. 

Bard.  Corporal  Nym,  an  thou  wilt  be  friends,  be 
friends :  an  thou  wilt  not,  why  then  be  enemies  with 
me  too.     Pr'ythee,  put  up. 

Nym..  I  shall  have  my  eight  shillings,  I  won  of 
you  at  betting? 

Pist,  A  noble ^^  shalt  thou  have,  and  present  pay; 
And  liquor  likewise  will  I  give  to  thee. 
And  friendship  shall  combine,  and  brotherhood; 
^*  The  noble  was  worth  six  shillings  and  eight-pence. 
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I'll  live  by  Nym,  and  Nym  shall  live  by  me  ;-^ 
Is  not  this  just? — for  I  shall  sutler  be 
Unto  the  camp,  and  profits  will  accrue. 
Give  me  thy  hand. 

Nym.  I  shall  have  my  noble  ? 

Pist,  In  cash  most  justly  paid. 

Nym.  Well  then,  that's  the  humour  of  it. 

Re-enter  Mrs.  Quickly. 

Quick,  As  ever  you  came  of  women,  come  in 
quickly  to  Sir  John:  Ah,  poor  heart!  he  is  so 
shaked  of  a  burning  quotidian  tertian,  that  it  is  most 
lamentable  to  behold.     Sweet  men,  come  to  him. 

Nym.  IThe  king  hath  run  bad  humours  on  the 
knight,  that's  the  even  of  it. 

Pist.  Nym,  thou  hast  spoke  the  right; 
His  heart  is  fracted  and  corroborate. 

Nym.  The  king  is  a  good  king :  but  it  must  be  as 
it  may ;  he  passes  some  humours,  and  careers. 

Pist.  Let  us  condole  the  knight;  for,  lambkins, 
we  will  live.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II. 
Southampton.     A  Council  Chamber. 

£nf6r  Exeter,  BEDFORD,anrf  Westmoreland. 

Bed.  'Fore  God,  his  grace  is  bold,  to  trust  these 

traitors. 
Exe.  They  shall  be  apprehended  by  and  by. 
West.  How  smooth  and  even  they  do  bear  them- 
selves ! 
As  if  allegiance  in  their  bpsoms  sat. 
Crowned  with  faith,  and  constant  loyalty. 

Bed.  The  king  hath  note  of  all  that  they  intend, 
By  interception  which  they  dream  not  of. 

VOL.  V.  CO 
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JSbe.  Nay,  but  the  Huin  tiiat  was  his  bedfdlow^y 
Whom  he  hath  cloy'd^  and  graced  with  priooely 

favours, — 
That  he  should,  for  a  foreign  purse^  so  sell 
His  sovereign's  life  to  death  and  treachery ! 

Trumpet  smnds.    Enter  Kino  Henry,  Scroop, 
Cambridge,  Gret,  Lords,  and  Attendants.     • 

K.  Hen,  Now  sits  the  wind  fair,  and  we  ¥rill  aboard. 
My  lord  of  Cambridge, — ^and  my  kind  lord  of  Ma- 
sham, — 

And  you,  my  gentle  knight, give  me  youi: 

thoughts ; 
Think  you  not,  that  the  powers  we  bear  with  us. 
Will  cut  their  passage  through  the  force  of  Francei 
Doing  the  execution,  and  the  act, 
For  which  we  have  in  head^  assembled  them? 
Seroop.  No  doubt,  my  liege,  if  each  nwin  do  his 

best. 
K.Hen,  I  doubt  not  that:    since  we  are.  well 
persuaded. 
We  carry  not  a  heart  with  us  from  hence,       , 
That  grows  not  in  a  fair  consent^  with  ours ; 
Nor  leave  not  one  behind,  that  doth  not  wish 
Success  and  conquest  to  attend  on  us. 

^  'That  was  his  bedfeUow.*  Thus  HoJinshed: — 'The  smid 
Lord  Scroop  was  in  sach  favour  with  the  kiagp,  that  he  admitted 
him  sometime  to  be  his  bedfellow,*  This  familiar  aroeUatian  of 
bedfellow  was  common  among  the  ancient  nobility.  This  eastern, 
which  now  appears  so  strange  and  unseemly  to  us,  eontinued  to 
the  middle  of  the  seTenteenth  oentiij*j,  if  not  later.  Cvonwell 
obtained  maeh  of  his  intelligence  daring  the  oiril  wara  fnMV  the 
mean  men  with  whom  he  slept. 

3  '  Whom  he  hath  cloyed  and  graced.'  The  quarto  reads 
*  dulVd  and  cloy'd.' 

'  '  For  which  we  have  in  head  assembled  them.'  Is  hemi 
seems  equivalent  to  the  modern  military  term  in  force, 

*  *  Consent*  is  accord,  agreement.  Vide  p.  967  ante,  and 
Macbeth,  vol.  iv.  p.  204,  note  7. 
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Cam.  Nevi^r  was  momurcli  better  ^ar'd,  and  lov'd. 
Than  is  your  majesty ;  there's  not,  I  think,  a  subject 
That  sits  in  faeart-grief  and  uneasiness 
Under  the  sweet  shade  of  your  government. 

Grey.  Even  those  that  were  your  fether's  enemies. 
Have  steep'd  their  galls  in  honey;  and  do  serve  yon 
With  hearts  create^  of  duty  and  of  seal. 

JST.  Hen.  We  therefore  have  great  cause  of  thank- 
fulness; 
And  shall  forget  the  office  of  our  hand, 
Sooi^er  than  quittance  of  desart  and  merit, 
According  to  the  wei^t  and  worthiness. 

Scroop.  80  service  shall  wi&  steeled  sinews  toil; 
And  labour  shall  refresh  itself  with  hope, 
To  do  your  grace  incessant  services. 

K.  Hen.  We  judge  no  less.— Uncle  of  Exeter, 
Enlarge  the  man  committed  yesterday, 
Tliat  rail'd  agamst  our  parson :  we  consider. 
It  was  excess  of  wine  tiiat  set  him  on ; 
And,  on  hts  more  advice^  we  pardon  him. 

Scroop.  That*s  mercy,  but  too  much  security: 
Let  him  be  punished,  sovereign ;  lest  example 
Breed,  by  his  sufferance,  more  of  such  a  kind. 

K.  Hen.  O,  let  us  yet  be  merciful. 

Canu  So  may  your  highness,  and  yet  punish  too. 

Grey^  Sur,  you  show  great  mercy,  if  you  give 
him  life. 
After  the  taste  of  mudi  correction. 

K.  Hen.  Alas,  your  too  much  love  and  care  of  me 
Are  heavy  orisons  'gainst  this  poor  wretch. 

^  'i.e.  hearts  compoonded  or  made  up  of  duty  and  zeal. 

*  i.e.  his  better  consideration,  or  more  cironmspeot  behaviour. 
Thm  in  Measure  for  Measure,  Aoi  t.  So.  1  :•— 

< Pardon  me,  noble  lord, 

I  thoaght  it  was  a  fault,  bat  knew  it  not. 
Yet  did  repent  me  after  inore  oAnce*' 
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If  little  faults,  proceeding  on  distemper  ^^ 

Shall  not  be  winked  at,  how  shall  we  stretch  our  eye, 

When  capital  crimes,  cbew'd,  swallow'd,  and  di- 


Appear  before  us? — We'll  yet  enlarge  that  man. 
Though  Cambridge,  Scroop,  and  Grey, — in  their 

dear  care. 
And  tender  preservation  of  our  person, — 
Would  have  him  punisfa'd.  And  now  to  our  French 

causes ; 
Who  are  the  late^  commissioners? 

Cam.  I  one,  my  lord ; 
Your  highness  bade  me  ask  ibr  it  to-day. 
Scroop. .  So  did  you  me,  my  liege. 
Chrey.  And  me,  my  royal  sovereign. 
,K.  Hen.  Then,  Richard,  earl  of  Cambridge,  there 
is  yours; — 
There  yours.  Lord  Scroop  of  Masham; — and,  sir 

knight. 
Grey  of  Northumberland,  this  same  is  yours: — 
Read  them ;  and  know,  I  know  your  worthiness. — 
My  lord  of  Westmoreland, — and  uncle  Exeter, — 
We  will  aboard  to-night.— Why,  how  now,  gentle- 
men? 
Wliat  see  you  in  those  papers,  that  you  lose 
So  much  complexion? — ^look  ye,  how  they  change! 
Their  cheeks  are  paper. — Why,  what  read  you  there. 
That  hath  so  cowarded  and  chased  your  blood 
Out  of  appearance  ? 

7  *  Distemper^  here  pat  for  intemperance,  or  tiotout  excess. 
Thus,  in  Othello,  Brabantio  says  that  Roderigo  is 

*  Fall  of  supper,  and  distempering  draughts.' 
And  Holinshed,  vol.  iii.  p.  626 : — '  Gave  him  wine  and  stroaf 
drink  in  snoh  expessive  sort,  that  he  was  therewith  d»ste$npered 
and  reeled  as  he  went* 

*  i.  e.  those  lately  appointed. 
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Cam*  I  do  confess  my  hvlt; 

And  do  submit  me  to  your  highness'  mercy. 

Grey,  Scroop.  To  which  we  all  appeal. 

JST.  Hen.  The  mercy ,  that  was  quick^in  us  but  late, 
By  your  own  counsel  is  suppress'd  and  kilPd : 
You  must  not  dare,  for  shame,  to  tdk  of  mercy; 
For  your  own  reasons  turn  into  your  bosoms, 
As  dogs  upon  their  masters,  worrying  them.-^ 
See  you>  my  princes,  and  my  noble  peers, 
These  English  monsters!    My  lord  of  Cambridge 

here, — 
You  know,  how  apt  our  love  was,  to  accord 
To  furnish  him  with  all*appertinents 
Belonging  to  his  honour;  and  this  man 
Hath,  for  a  few  light  crowns,  lightiy  conspir'd, 
And  sworn  unto  the  practices  of  France, 
To  kill  us  here  in  Hampton :  to  the  which. 
This  knight,  no  less  for  bounty  bound  to  us 
Than  Cambridge  is, — hath  likewise  sworn — ButO  I 
What  shall  I  say  to  liiee,  Lord  Scroop;  thou  cruel, 
Ingrateful,  savage,  and  inhuman  creature ! 
Thou,  that  didst  bear  the  key  of  all  my  counsels. 
That  knew'st  the  very  bottom  of  my  soul. 
That  almost  might'st  have  coin*d  me  into  gold, 
Would'st  thou  have  practis'd  on  me  for  thy  use? 
May  it  be  possible,  diat  foreign  hire 
Could  out  of  thee  extract  one  spark  of  evil 
That  might  annoy  my  finger?  'tis  so  strange. 
That,  though  the  truth  of  it  stands  off  as  gross 
As  black  from  white  ^^,  my  eye  will  scarcely  see  it. 
pf reason  and  murder,  ever  kept  together, 

^  i.  e.  living. 

i<>  <  Though  the  truth  of  it  stands  off  as  gross 

As  black  from  white.' 
Though  the  truth  be  as  apparent  and  visible  as  black  and  white 
eentignons  to  eaoh  other.    To  stand  of  is  to  be  proouMmt, 

O  O  2 
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As  two  yoke-deyils  swore  to  eith^'s  purpose^ 
Working  so  grossly  ^^  in  a  natural  cause, 
That  admiration  did  not  whoop  at  them  ^^: 
3ut  thou,  'gainst  all  proportion,  didst  bring  in 
Wonder,  to  wait  on  treason,  and  on  murder : 
And  whatsoever  cunning  fiend  it  was. 
That  wrought  upon  thee  so  preposterously  y 
H'ath  got  the  Toice  in  hell  for  excell^ice : 
And  other  deyib,  that  suggest  by  treasons. 
Do  botch  and  bungle  up  damnation 
With  patches,  colours,  and  with  forms  being  fetch'd 
From  glistering  semblances  of  piety ; 
But  he,  that  temper'd  thee^',  bade  thee  stand  up. 
Gave  thee  no  instance  why  thou  should'st  do  treason, 
[^Unless  to  dub  thee  with  the  name  of  traitor^ 
If  that  same  demon,  that  hath  gull'd  thee  thus, 
Should  with  his  lion  gait  walk  the  whole  world. 
He  might  return  to  vasty  Tartar  ^^  back. 
And  teU  the  legions — I  can  never  win 
A  soul  so  easy  as  that  Englii^mian's. 
O,  how  hast  thou  with  jealousy  infected 
The  sweetness  of  affiance ^^!  Show  men  dutiful? 
Why,  so  didst  thou :  Seem  they  grave  and  learned? 
Why,  so  didst  thou :  Come  they  of  noble  family? 
Why,  so  didst  thou :  Seem  they  religious  ? 
Why,  so  didst  thou:  Or  are  they  spare  in  diet; 

**  i.  e.  plainlj,  eridentlj. 

^  *  Did  not  whoop  at  them/    That  they  excited  no  exclamm- 
tion  of  surprise.     Vide  note  on  As  Yoa  Like  It,  Act  iii.  Se.  2. 
.    "  <  He  that  tempm'd  thee.'    That  is,  he  that  ruled  tbee.  <  Ttm- 
perator,  he  that  tempereikj  or  moderateth ;  he  that  kaoweth  how 
to  rale  and  order.* — Cooper. 

1^  i.e.  TartamSy  the  fabled  place  of  future  punishment. 

>^  *  The  sweetness  of  affiance !'  Shakspeare  uses  this  aggra- 
yation  of  the  guilt  of  treachery  with  great  judgment.  One  of 
the  worst  consequences  of  breach  of  trust  is  the  diminution  of 
that  confidence  which  makes  the  happiness  of  life,  and  the  disse- 
mination of  suspicion,  which  is  the  poison  of  society. — Jokmsom, 
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Free  from  gross  passion,  or  of  mirth,  or  anger; 
Constant  in  spirit,  not  swerving  with  the  blood; 
Gamish'd  and  deok'd  in  modest  complements^; 
'  'Not  working  with  the  eye,  without  the  ear. 
And,  but  in  purged  judgment,  trusting  neither? 
Such,  and  so  finely  bolted  ^7,  didst  thou  seem : 
And  thus  thy  fall  hath  left  a  kind  of  blot. 
To  mark  the  full-firaught  man,  and  best  indued  ^^ 
With  some  suspicion.     I  will  weep  for  thee ; 
For  this  revolt  of  thine,  methinks,  is  like 
Another  fall  of  man. — ^Their  faults  are  open. 
Arrest  them  to  the  answer  of  the  law ; — 
And  God  acquit  them  of  their  practices  1 

Exe.  I  arrest  thee  of  high  treason,  by  the  name 
of  Kichard  earl  of  Cambridge. 

I  arrest  thee  of  high  treason,  by  the  name  of 
Henry  Lord  Scroop  of  Masham. 

I  arrest  thee  of  high  treason,  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Grey,  knight  of  Northumberland. 

Scroop.  Our  purposes  God  justly  hath  discover'd  ; 
And  I  repent  my  fault  more  than  my  death ; 
Which  I  beseech  your  highness  to  forgive. 
Although  my  body  pay  the  price  of  it. 

Cam,  For  me, — ^the  gold  of  France  did  not  se- 
duce ^^ ; 

"  '  Complement^  has  here  the  same  meanings  as  in  LoTe's  La- 
boards  Lost,  Act  i.  Sc.  1.  Ballokar  defines  it, '  Court-thipf  [i.  e. 
oonrtiersbip],  fulness,  perfection,  fine  behaviour,*  The  gradnal 
change  of  this  word,  to  its  meaning  of  ceremomou$  wwds,  may 
be  traced  in  Bloont's  Glossog^phj. 

'7  Boited  is  the  same  as  sifted,  and  has  consequently  the  mean- 
ing of  r€^foi«d. 

**  i.  e.  endowed,  or  gifted. 

*•  *  For  me,  the  gold  of  France  did  not  sedace.'     * di- 

Terse  write  that  Richard  earle  of  Cambridge  did  not  conspire 
with  the  Lord  Scroope,  &o.  for  the  mntthering  of  King  Henrie, 
to  please  the  French  king  withall,  bat  onlie  to  the  intent  to 
exalt  the  erOwne  to  his  brother-in-law  Edmond  earle  of  Marche, 
as  heir  to  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  who  being  for  diverse  secret 
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Althoujdi  I  did  adnoit  it  as  a  motkre. 
The  sooDer  to  effect  what  I  inteDded : 
But  God  be  thanked  for  prevention; 
Which  I  in  sufferance  heartily  will  rejcnce^^ 
Beseeching  God  ^d  you  to  pardon  me. 

Greff.  Nerer  did  faithful  subject  more  rejoice 
At  the  discovery  of  most  dangerous  treason. 
Than  I  do  at  this  hour  joy  o'er  myself, 
Prevented  from  a  damned  enterprise : 
My  fault,  but  not  my  body,  pardon,  sovereigii. 

K,  Hen.  God  quit  you  in  his  mercy !  Hear  your 
sentence* 
You  have  conspir'd  against  our  royal  person, 
Joia'd  with  an  enemy  proclaimed,  and  from  his  coffers 
Receiv'd  the  golden  earnest  of  our  death; 
Wh^ein  you  would  have  sold  your  king  to  slaughter. 
His  princes  and  his  peers  to  servitude. 
His  subjects  to  oppression  and  contempt. 
And  his  whole  kingdom  into  desolation. 
Touching  our  person,  seek  we  no  r<evenge ; 
But  we  our  kingdom's  safety  must  so  tender. 
Whose  ruin  you  three  sought,  that  to  her  laws 
We  do  deliver  you.     Get  you  therefore  hence. 
Poor  miserable  wretches,  to  your  death: 
The  taste  whereof,  God,  of  his 'mercy,  give  you 
Patience  to  endure,  and  true  repentance 
Of  all  your  dear  offences ! — Bear  them  hence. 

[Exeunt  Conspirators,  guarded. 

impediments  not  able  to  have  issae,  the  earl  of  Cambridge  was 
sare  that  the  crowne  should  come  to  him  by  his  wife,  aad  to  his 
children  of  her  begotten.  And  therefore  (as  was  thought)  he 
xather  confessed  himselfe  for  neede  of  money  to  be  oormpted 
by  the  French  king,  lest  the  earl  of  March  should  have  taisttd 
of  the  same  cuppe  that  he  had  drunken,  and  whkt  should  have 
come  to  his  owne  children  he  much  doubted/  &c — Holmdttd. 
.  ^  i.e.  '  at  which  proTentioo,  in  suffering,  I  will  iMirtily  re- 
joice.' 
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N0W9  lords,  for  France;  the  enterprise  whereof 
Shall  be  to  you,  as  us,  like  glorious. 
We  doubt  not  of  a  fair  and  lucky  war : 
Since  Gt>d  so  graciously  hath  brought  to  hght 
This  dangerous  treason,  lurking  in  our  way. 
To  hinder  our  beginnings,  we  doubt  not  now. 
But  every  rub  is  smoothed  on  our  way. 
Then,  forth,  dear  countrymen ;  let  us  deliver 
Our  puissance  into  the  hand  of  God, 
Putting  it  straight  in  expedition. 
Cheerly  to  sea;  the  signs  of  war  advance ^^: 
No  king  of  England,  if  not  king  of  France. 

[ExeuM. 

SCENE  III. 
London.     Mrs.  Quickly's  House  in  Easteheap. 

Enter'PiSTOL,  Mrs.  Quickly,  Nym,. 
Bardolph,  and  Boy. 
Quick.  Pr'ythee,  honey-sweet  husband,  let  me 
bring  ^  thee  to  Staines. 

Pist.  No;   for  my  manly  heart  doth  yearn. — 
Bardolph,  be  blithe; — Nym,  rouse  thy  vaunting 

veins. 
Boy,  bristle  thy  courage  up :  for  Falstaff  he  is  dead, 
And  we  must  yearn  therefore'. 

Bard.  'Would,  I  were  with  him,  wheresome'er 
he  is,  either  in  heaven,  or  in  hell ! 

Quick.  Nay,  sure,  he's  not  in  hell;  he's  in  Ar- 

«  *  The  t^ns  of  war  Advance/    Phaer»  in  rendering  the  first 
line  of  the  eighth  .^eid, '  Ut  belle  sig^om/  &c.  has 

*  'When  signe  of  war  from  Lanrent  townes/  &o. 
*  i.  e.  let  me  accompany  thee.  Thns  in  Measure  for  Measure : — 
*  -^— ^^  give  me  leave»mj  lord,  \ 

That  we  ntay  bring  you  somethiny  on  the  way,* 
*  Dedacere,  honoorablj  to  bring  or  accompany  to  and  fro.' — 
Cooper.    The  expression  and  the  custom  are  still  provincially 
in  use. 
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thur's  bo80in>  if  ever  man  weiit«to  ArUmr'n  bosom. 
'A  made  a  finer  end,  and  ivent  away,  an  it  had 
been  any  christom^  child;  'a  parted  even  just  be- 
tween twelve  and  one,  e'en  at  taming  o'the  tide^; 
for  after  I  saw  him  fumble  with  the  sheets,  and 
play  with  flowers,  and  smile  upon  his  fingers*  ends, 
I  knew  there  was  but  one  way;  for  his  nose  was 
as  sharp  as  a  pen,  and  'a  babbled  of  gre^i  fields  ^ 
How  now.  Sir  John  ?  quoth  I :  what,  man !  be  <lf 
good  cheer.  So  'a  cned  ont — God,  God,  God! 
three  or  four  times :  now  I,  to  comfort  him,  bid  him,' 
^a  should  not  think  of  God ;  I  hoped,  there  was  no 
need  to  trouble  himself  with  any  such  thoughts 
yet : .  So  'a  bade  me  lay  mbre  clothes  on  his  feet : 
I  put  my  hand  into  the  bed,  and  felt  them,  and 
they  were  as  cold  as  any  stone;  then  I  feit  to  his 
knees,  and  so  upward,  and  upward,  and  all  was  as 
cold  as  any  stone. 

Nym.  They  say,  he  cried  out  of  sack. 

QtetcAv  Ay,  that  'a  did. 

Bard.  And  of  women. 

Quick.  Nay,  that  'a  did  not 

Boy.  Yes,  that  'a  did;  and  said,  they  were  devils 
incarnate. 

^  i.  e.  chrisom  child :  which  was  oie  that  died  within  the 
month  of  birth,  because  daring  that  time  they  wore  the  ckritom 
cbth,  a  white  doth  pat  apon  a  chUd  newly  christened,  where- 
with women  used  to  shroad  the  child,  if  dying  witfaia  ih% 
month ;  otherwise  it  was  brooght  to  choreh  at  the  day  of  purifi- 
cation. 

'  *  Even  at  the  taming  o'  the  tide.*  It  has  bees  a  very  M 
opinion,  which  Mead,  De  Imperio  Solis,  quotes,  as  if  he  beliered 
it,  that  nobody  dies  bat  in  the  time  of  ebb. 

*  *  And  'a  babbled  of  green  fields.'  The  first  folio  reads 
<  For  his  nose  was  as  sharp  as  a  pen,  and  a  Table  of  green 
fields.'  Theobald  gave  the  present  reading  of  the  text,  which, 
thoagh  entirely  oonjectaral,  is  better  than  any  thing  which  has 
been  offered  in  the  idle  babble  of  the  nomeroos  notes  on  this 
passage. 
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Qmick»  'A  could  oerer  abide  cumation;  ^was  a 
colour  he  never  liked. 

JBotf.  'A  said  once,  the  devil  woidd  have  him 
about  women. 

Quick.  'A  did  in  some  sfMt,  indeed,  handle  wo- 
men: but  then  be  was  rheumatick^;  and  talked  of 
the  whore  of  Babylon. 

S^i  Do  you  not  remember,  'a  saw  a  flea  stick 
upon  Bardolph's  nose ;  and  'a  said^  it  was  a  black 
soul  biiniii^  in  hell-fire? 

Bard.  Well,  the  fuel  is  gone,  that  maintained 
that  fire ;  that's  all  the  riches  I  got  in  his  service. 

Nym.  Shall  we  shog  off?  the  king  will  be  gone 
from  Southampton. 

Pisi.  CoiD^  let's  away. — My  love,  give  me  thy 
lips. 
Look  to  my  chattels,  and  my  moveables : 
Let  senses  rule ;  the  word  is.  Pitch  mud  Pay^ ; 
Trust  none ; 

For  oaths  are  straws,  men's  faiths  are  wafer-cakes, 
And  hold-fast  is  the  only  dog,  nty  duck®; 
Therefore,  cai?6/o  be  thy  counsellor. 
Go,  clear  thy  crystals^. — Yoke-fellows  in  arms, 
Let  us  to  France !  like  horse-leeches,  my  boys ; 
To  suck,  to  suck,  the  very  blood  to  suck! 

B<yy.  And  that  ia  but  unwholesome  food,  they 
say. 

PisU  Touch  her  soft  mouth,  and  march. 

Bard.  Farewell,  hostess.  \^Kimng  her. 

Nym.  I  cannot  kiss,  that  is  the  humour  of  it; 
but  adieu. 

^  Kheuimaiick.    Mrs.  Qaickly  meain  lanatiok. 

*  Pistol  puts  forth  a  string  of  proverki.  '  Pitch  emdpay,  and 
go  your  way/  i«  one  in  Florio-s  Cotlcction;  ^Brag  is  a  good 
dog,  aad  Ho14f€^  a  better/  is  om  of  the  others-to  whieb  he  al- 

'  !..••  dry  thine  eyes. 
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Pisi,  Let  housewifery  appear;   keep  close °,  I 
thee  command. 
Quick.  Farewell;  adieu.  [ExemU. 

SCENE  IV. 

France.    A  Roam  in  the  French  King's  Palace. 

Enter  the  French  King,  attended;  the  Dauphin,  the 
DuKB  of  Burgundy,  the  Constable,  and  Others. 

Fr,  King.  Thus  come  the  English  widi  full  power 
upon  us ; 
And  more  than  carefully  it  us  concerns. 
To  answer  royally  in  our  defences. 
Therefore  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  of  Bretagne, 
Of  Brabant,  and  of  Orleans,  shall  make  forth, — 
And  you.  Prince  Dauphin,  with  all  swift  despatch. 
To  line,  and  new  repair,  our  towns  of  war. 
With  men  of  courage,  and  with  means  defendant : 
For  England  his  approaches  makes  as  fierce. 
As  waters  to  the  sucking  of  a  gulf. 
It  fits  us  then,  to  be  as  provident 
As  fear  may  teach  us,  out  of  late  examples 
Left  by  the  fatal  and  neglected  English 
Upon  our  fields. 

Dau,  My  most  redoubted  faUier, 

It  is  most  meet  we  arm  us  'gainst  the  foe : 
For  peace  itself  should  not  so  dull^  a  kingdom 
(Though  war,  nor  no  known  quarrel,  were  in  ques- 
tion), 

*  The  qaurtos  read  *  Keep  fast  thj  haggle  hoe.*  The  meiaiBg 
of  which  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  passage  in  Shii^ 
ley's  Gentleman  of  Venice : — 

* —  the  conrtisans  of  Venice 

Shall  keep  their  bagle  bowes  for  thee,  dear  ancle/ 

*  *  For  peace  itself  shoald  not  so  dmil  a  kingdom.'  To  JmO  is 
to  render  torpid,  insensible,  or  inactire ;  to  dispiriL  '  In  idle- 
ness to  wax  duU  and  withoat  spirit :  Torpescere.' — Borf^. 
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But  that  defences,  musters,  preparations. 
Should  be  maintaia'd,  assembled,  and  collected^ 
As  were  a  \Far  in  expectation. 
Therefore,  I  say,  'tis  meet  we  all  go  forth. 
To  view  the  sick  and  feeble  parts  of  France : 
And  let  us  do  it  with  no  show  of  fear : 
No,  with  no  more,  than  if  we  heard  that  England 
Were  busied  with  a  Whitsun  morris-dance  i 
For,  my  good  liege,  she  is  so  idly  king'd. 
Her  sceptre  so  fantastically  borne 
By  a  yain,  giddy,  shallow  humorous  youth. 
That  fear  attends  her  not. 

Can,  O  peace.  Prince  Dauphin f 

You  are  too  much  mistaken  in  this  king : 
Question  your  grace  the  late  ambassadors, — 
With  what  great  state  he  heard  their  embassy,- 
How  well  suppUed  with  noble  counsellors. 
How  modest  in  exception^,  and,  withal. 
How  terrible  in  constant  resolution, — 
And  you  shall  find,  his  vanities  fore^spent 
Were  but  the  outside  of  the  Roman  Brutus  ^^ 
Covering  discretion  with  a  coat  of  folly; 
As  gardeners  do  with  ordure  hide  those  roots 
That  shall  first  spring,  and  be  most  delicate. 

Date.  Well,  'tis  not  so,  my  lord  high  constable, 

'  '  How  modest  in  exception.'    How  diffident  and  decent  in 
making  objections. 

'  ' the  outside  of  the  Roman  Brntas.'    Warbnrton  has 

a  strained  explanation  of  this  passage.    Shakspeare's  meaning^ 
is  explained  by  the  following  lines  in  The  Rape  of  Lnorece : — 
<  Brntas,  who  plnck'd  the  knife  from  Lacceoe'  side. 
Seeing  such  emulation  in  their  woe, 
Began  to  chthe  his  wit  in  state  and  pride. 
Burying  in  Lncrece'  wound  his  folly's  show. 

he  throws  that  shallow  habit  by.* 

But  the  best  comment  (as  Mr.  Boswell  observe*)  will  be  fountf 
in  Prince  Henry's  soliloquy  in  the  First  Part  of  King  Henry  IV. 
Act  i.  Sc.  2. 

VOL.   V.  P  P 
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But  though  we  ^mk  it  so,  it  is  no  matter : 
In  cases  of  defence,  'tis  best  to  weigh 
The  enemy  more  mighty  than  he  seems. 
So  the  proportions  of  defence  are  fill'd; 
Which,  o£  a  weak  and  niggardly  projection^, 
Doth,  like  a  miser,  spoil  his  coat,  with  scanting 
A  little  cloth. 

Fr,  Kmg.     Think  we  King  Harry  strong ; 
And,  princes,  look,  yon  strongly  arm  to  meet  him. 
The  kindred  of  him  hadi  been  flei^*d  upon  us; 
And  he  is  bred  out  of  tiiat  Moody  strain^. 
That  haunted  us  in  our  familiar  patiis : 
"Witness  our  too  much  memorable  shame. 
When  Cressy  battle  £fttally  was  struck. 
And  all  our  princes  captiv^d,  by  the  hand 
Of  that  blackname,  Edward  Black  Prmce  of  Wales; 
Whiles  that  his  mountain  sire,-— on  mountain  stand- 
ing, 
Up  in  the  air,  crown'd  with  the  gold^i  sun^, — 
Saw  his  heroical  seed,  and  smil'd  to  see  him 
Mangle  the  woric  of  nature,  and  deface 
The  patterns  that  by  God  and  by  French  fathers 
Had  twenty  years  been  made.    This  is  a  stem 

*  *  Which,  of  a  weak  and  niggardlj  projectioii.'  The  con- 
straotion  of  this  passage  is  perplexed,  and  the  grammatieal 
concord  not  according  to  our  present  notions ;  b«t  its  meaning 
appears  to  be,  '  So  the  proportions  of  defence  are  filled ;  which, 
to  make  of  a  weak  and  niggardly  projection  (i.  e.  coMlrtnmce), 
kio  do  like  a  miser  who  spoils  his  coat  with  scanting  a  little 
doth. 

'  Strain  is  lineage. 

'  '  Whiles  that  his  mountain  sire, — on  momtain  standing. 
Up  in  the  air,  erown'd  with  the  golden  san.' 
There  is  much  childish  misunderstanding  of  this  passage  in  the 
notes.  Steevens  is  right  when  he  says  that,  dirested  of  its 
poetical  finery,  it  means  that  the .  king  stood  iq;)on  a  hill,  witk 
the  sun  shining  over  his  head,  to  see  the  battle  ;  as  bafore  de- 
scribed in  the  first  scene  of  the  pU^J* 
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Of  that  victorious  stock :  and  let  us  fear 
The  native  migfatuiess  and  fate  of  him''^. 

Enter  a  Messenger. 

Mess.  Ambassadors  from  Henry  king  of  England 
Do  crave  admittance  to  your  majesty. 

Fr,  King.    We'll  give  them  present  audience. 
Goy  and  bring  them. 

[ExemU  Mess,  and  certain  Lords. 
You  see,  this  chase  is  hotly  foUow'd,  friends. 

Dau.  Turn  head,  and  stop  pursuit ;  for  coward  dogs 
l^ost  spend  their  mouths^,  when  what  they  seem  to 

threaten, 
Runs  far  before  th^m.     Good  my  sovereign. 
Take  up  the  English  short;  and  let  them  know 
Of  what  a  iii(»iarchy  you  are  the  head ; 
Self-love,  my  liege,  is  not  so  vile  a  sin 
As  self-neglecting. 

Re-enter  Lords,  with  Exeter  and  Train. 

Fr.  King.  From  our  brother  England? 

Exe.  From  him ;  and  thus  he  greets  your  majesty. 
He  wills  you,  in  the  nanie  of  God  Almighty, 
That  you  divest  yourself,  and  lay  apart 
The  borrow'd  glories,  that,  by  gift  oi  heaven. 
By  law  of  nature,  and  of  nations,  'long 
To  him,  and  to  his  heirs ;  namely,  the  crown. 
And  all  wide-sl^tched  honours  that  pertain. 
By  custom  and  the  ordinance  of  times. 
Unto  the  crown  of  France.    That  you  may  know, 
Tis  no  sinister,  nor  no  awkward  claim, 
Pick'd  from  the  worm-holes  of  long-vamish'd  days, 

f  i.e.  what  is  allotted  him  by  destiny.  Thus  Virgil,  speaking 
of  the  fature  deeds  of  the  descendants  of  ^neas : — 

'  Attollens  hmneris  famamqne  etfata  nepotem.' 
*  i.e.  hark;  the  sportsman's  term. 
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Nor  from  the  dast  of  old  oblivion  rak'd. 
He  sends  you  this  most  memorable  line^, 

[Crives  a  paper. 
In  every  branch  truly  demonstrative ; 
Willing  you,  overlook  this  pedigree; 
And,  when  you  find  him  evenly  deriv'd 
From  his  most  fam'd  of  famous  ancestors, 
Edward  the  Third,  he  bids  you  then  resign 
Your  crown  and  kingdom,  indirectly  held 
From  him  the  native  and  true  challenger, 
r    Fr.  King,  Or  else  what  follows  ? 

Exe.  Bloody  constraint;  for  if  you  hide  the  crown 
Even  in  your  hearts,  there  will  he  rake  for  it; 
And  therefore  in  fierce  tempest  is  he  coming. 
In  thunder,  and  in  earthquake,  like  a  Jove : 
(That,  if  requiring  fail,  he  will  compel) ; 
And  bids  you,  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord, 
Deliver  up  the  crown ;  and  to  take  mercy 
On  the  poor  souls,  for  whom  this  hungry  war 
Opens  his  vasty  jaws:  and  on  your  head 
Turns  he  the  widows'  tears,  the  orphans'  cries. 
The  dead  men's  blood,  the  pining  maidens*  groans. 
For  husbands,  fathers,  and  betrothed  lovers. 
That  shall  be  swallow'd  in  this  controversy. 
This  is  his  claim,  his  threat'ning,  and  my  message; 
Unless  the  Dauphin  be  in  presence  here. 
To  whom  expressly  I  bring  greeting  too. 

Fr.  King.  For  us,  we  will  consider  of  this  further : 
To-morrow  shall  you  bear  our  full  intent 
Back  to  our  brother  l^gland. 

Dau,  For  the  Dauphin, 

J  stand  here  for  him;  What  to  him  from  England? 

Exe.  Scorn,  and  defiance ;  slight  regard,  contempt. 
And  any  thing  that  may  not  misbecome 

'  *  Memorable  line ;'  this  genealogy ;  thit  dedaotion  of  his 
Imsage. 
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The  mighty  sender,  .doth  he  prize  you  at. 
Thus  says  my  king :  and,  if  your  father's  highness 
Do  not,  in  grant  of  all  demands  at  large. 
Sweeten  the  bitter  mock  you  sent  his  majesty. 
He'll  call  you  to  so  hot  an  answer  for  it. 
That  caves  and  womby  vaultages  of  France 
Shall  chide  ^^  your  trespass,  and  return  your  mock 
In  second  accent  of  )iis  ordnance. 

Dau.  Say,  if  my  father  render  fair  reply. 
It  is  against  my  will :  for  I  desire 
Nothing  but  odds  with  England;  to  that  end. 
As  matching  to  his  youth  and  vanity, 
I  did  present  him  with  those  Paris  balls^ 

'Exe.  He'll  make  your  Paris  Louvre  shake  for  it^ 
Were  it  the  mistress  court  of  mighty  Europe: 
And,  be  assur'd,  you'll  find  a  difference 
(As  we,  his  subjects,  have  in  wonder  found). 
Between  the  prombe  of  his  greener  days. 
And  these  he  masters  now ;  now  he  weighs  time. 
Even  to  the  utmost  grain;  which  you  shall  read 
In  your  own  losses,  if  he  stay  in  France. 

Fr.King.  To-morrow  shall  you  know  our  mind 
at  full. 

Exe.  Despatch  us  with  all  speed,  lest  that  our  king 
Come  here  himself  to  question  our  delay ; 
For  he  is  footed  in  this  land  already. 

Fr,  King.  You  shall  be  soon  despatch'd^  with 
fair  conditions : 
A  night  is  but  small  breath,  and  little  pause, 
To  answer  matters  of  this  consequence.      [Exewnt. 

*^  '  Shall  dUde  your  trespass.'  To  chide  is  to  rescnuid,  to  eobo; 
*  As  doth  a  rock  against  the  chiding  flood.' 

King  Hwry  VHL 
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ACT  III. 

Enter  CuoRUsl 

Char.  Thus  with  imagin'd  wing  our  swift  scene  flies. 
In  motion  of  no  less  celerity 

Than  that  of  thought.  Suppose,  that  you  have  seen 
The  well  appointed  king  at  Hampton  pier^ 
Embark  his  royalty ;  and  his  brave  fleet 
With  silken  streamers  the  young  Phoebus  fanning. 
Play  with  your  fancies ;  and  in  them  behold. 
Upon  the  hempen  tackle,  ship-boys  climbing : 
Heeur  the  shrill  whistle,  which  doth  order  give 
To  sounds  confus'd :  behold  the  threaden  sails. 
Borne  with  the  invisible  and  creeping  wind. 
Draw  the  huge  bottoms  through  the  furrow*d  sea. 
Breasting  the  lofiy  surge :  O,  do  but  think. 
You  stand  upon  die  rivage  ^,  and  behold 
A  city  on  the  inconstant  billows  dancing; 
For  so  appears  this  fleet  majestical. 
Holding  due  course  to  Harfleur.     Follow,  follow ! 
Grapple  your  minds  to  sternage^  of  this  navy; 

^  '  The  well  appointed  king  at  Hampton  pier/  '  Well  iq^foimted/ 
that  is,  well  rarnished  with  all  necessaries  of  war.  Thus  ia 
King  Henry  VI.  Part  in.:— 

'  And  very  well  appoinied,  as  I  thought, 
March'd  towards  Saint  Albans.' 
The  old  copies  read  '  Dover  pier  -*  hat  the  poet  himself,  a«d  all 
ac(y>ant8,  and  even  the  Chronicles  which  he  followed,  saj  that  the 
|dng  embarked  at  Soathampton.  A  minute  account  still  exists 
/  among  the  records  of  the  town ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  alow 
level  plain  where  the  army  enoamped  is  now  covered  by  the  sea, 
and  called  Westport, 

*  fiwage,  the  bank*  or  shore ;  rivage,  Fr. 
'  '  To  stemage  of  this  navy.'   The  stem,  or  stemage,  beiagtke 
hinder  part  of  the  ship.     The  meaning  of  this  passage  is  '  Let 
your  minds  follow  this  navy.'    The  stem  was  anciently  synooy- 
moos  to  rmdder.   *  The  steme  of  a  ship,  gmbemacub^ — Bora, 
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And  leave  your  England,  as  dead  midnight,  still. 
Guarded  with  grandsires,  babies,  and  old  women. 
Either  past,  or  not  arriy'd  to,  pith  and  puissance: 
For  who  is  he,  whose  chin  is  but  enrich'd 
With  one  appearing  hair,  that  will  not  follow 
These  cull'd  and  choice- drawn  cavaliers  to  France? 
Work,  work,  your  thoughts,  and  therein  see  a  siege : 
Behold  the  ordnance  on  their  carriages. 
With  fatal  mouths  gaping  on  girded  Harfleur. 
Suppose,  the  ambassador  from  the  French  comes 

back; 
Tells  Harry — ^that  the  king  doth  offer  him 
Katharine  his  daughter;  and  with  her,  to  dowry. 
Some  petty  and  unprofitable  dukedoms. 
The  offer  likes  not :  and  the  nimble  gunner 
With  linstock^  now  the  devilish  cannon  touches, 

[Alarum;  and  Chambers'^  go  off. 
And  down  goes  all  before  them^     Still  be  kind. 
And  eke  out  our  performance  with  your  mind. 

[Exit. 

SCENE  I.     Tke  same.     Before  Harfleur. 

Jilarwm.  Enter  King  Henry,  Exeter,  Bed- 
ford, Gloster,  and  Soldiers,  loith  Scaling 
Ladders. 

K.  Hen.  Once  more  unto  the  breach,  dear  friends, 
once  more ; 
Or  close  the  wall  up  with  our  English  dead ! 
In  peace,  there's  nothing  so  becotnes  a  man. 
As  modest  stillness  and  humility : 
^ut  when  the  blast  of  war  blows  in  our  ears^ 

*  '  Linstock*  is  here  put  for  a  match;  bat  it  was,  strictly 
roeaking,  the  staff  (o  which  the  match  for  firing  ordnance  was 
fixed. 

*  *  Chambersy  small  pieces  of  ordnance.  See  King  Henrj  VIII, 
Act  i.  Sc.  3. 
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Then  imitiite  the  action  of  the  tiger; 
Stiffen  the  sinews,  summon  up  the  blood. 
Disguise  fair  nature  with  hard-favour'd  rage : 
Then  lend  the  eye  a  terrible  aspect; 

rXet  it  pry  through  the  portage  of  the  head^, 
like  the  brass  cannon :  let  the  brow  o'erwheLn  k. 
As  fearfully,  as  doth  a  galled  rock 
O'erhang  and  jutty  ^  his  coi^oundecl  base, 
Swiird  with  the  wild  and  wasteful  ocean. 
Now  set  the  teeth,  and  stretch  the  nostril  wide ; 
Bold  hard  the  breath,  and  bend  up  every  spirit 
To  his  full  height! — On,  on,  you  noble  English ^ 
Whose  blood  is  fet^  from  fathers  of  war-[Mroof ! 

\  Fathers,  that,  like  so  many  Alexanders, 
Have,  in  these  parts,  from  mom  till  even  fought, 

^.,And  sheath'd  tbeir  swords  for  lack  of  argument^ ; 

1  '  The  portage  of  the  head.'     Shakspeare  uses  portage  for 
loop-holes  or  port-holes. 
3  <  O'erhaog  and  J8%  his  con/bifiidiMi  base, 

SvoUVd  with  the  wild  and  wasteful  ocean.' 
To  jutty  is  to  project;  jntties,  or  jetties,  are  projecting  moles 
to  break  the  force  of  the  waves.  Confounded  is  neither  worn, 
or  wasted,  as  Johnson  tells  ns;  nor  destrojed,as  Malone  infers; 
but  vexedf  or  troubled,  SwUTd  anciently  was  ased  for  '  wasksd 
much,  or  longy  drowned,  surroonded  by  water :  ProbUus,' — Da- 
niel, in  his  Civil  Warres,  has  a  similar  passage  :-— 

*  A  place  there  is,  where  proudly  rais'd  there  stands 
A  hnge  aspiring  rock,  neighbouring  the  skies, 
Whose  surly  brow  imperieasly  oommaads 
The  sea  his  bounds,  that  at  his  proud  foot  lies ; 
And  spurns  the  waves  that  in  rebellious  bands 
AssaiUt  his  empire,  and  against  him  rise.' 
3  '  You  noMe  English.'    The  folio  reads  neibRah,  by  mistake ; 
the  compositor  having  taken  twice  the  final  syllable  itilu  Steevens 
i:eads  noblest.    This  speech  is  not  in  the  quartos. 

*  *  Whose  blood  is  fet  from  fathers  of  war^roof.'  Mr.  Pope 
took  the  liberty  of  altering  this  word  to  fetcVd,  The  saered 
writings  afford  us  many  instances  of  its  use.  *Ascita  et  aooepta 
a  Graeois,  Fet  and  taken  out  of  Greece.'  It  is  often  coiq>ied 
with  far,  as  in  the  expressions  *far-fet  and  dear  bought,' '  a!ffec> 
tated  and  far-fet* 

*  Argument  is  matter,  subject. 
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Dishonour  not  your  mothers ;  now  attest, 
That  those,  whom  you  call'd  fathers,  did  beget  you ! 
Be  copy  now  to  men  of  grosser  blood, 
And  teach  them  how  to  war ! — And  you,  good  yeo- 
men. 
Whose  limbs  were  made  in  England,  show  us  here 
The  mettle  of  your  pasture ;  let  us  swear 
That  you  are  worth  your  breeding :  which  I  doubt  not; 
For  there  is  none  of  you  so  mean  and  base. 
That  hath  not  noble  lustre  in  your  eyes. 
I  see  you  stand  like  greyhounds  in  the  slips  ^, 
Straining  upon  the  start.    The  game's  afoot; 
Follow  your  spirit :  and,  upon  this  charge. 
Cry — God  for  Harry !  England !  and  Saint  George ! 
[Exeunt,     Alarum,  and  Chambers  go  off. 

SCENE  II.     The  same. 

Forces  pass  over;  then  enter  Nym,  Bardolph, 
Pistol,  and  Boy. 

Bard.  On,  on,  on,  on,  on !  to  the  breach!  to  the 
breach ! 

Nym.  'Pray  thee,  corporaP,  stay;  the  knocks 
are  too  hot;  and,  for  mine  own  part,  I  have  not  a 
case  of  lives  ^ :  the  humour  of  it  is  too  hot,  that  is 
the  very  plain-song  of  it. 

Pist.  The  plain-song  is  most  just;  for  humours 
do  abound ; 
Knocks  go  and  come;  God's  vassals  drop  and  die; 

^  Slips  are  contriTances  of  leather  to  start  two  dogs  at  the 
tame  time. 

^  *  Corporal*  Bardolph  is  called  lieutenant  in  a  former  scene ; 
so  that  there  is  a  lapse  of  memory  in  the  poet  in  one  or  other  of 
these  instances. 

^  A  case  of  lives ;'  that  is,  a  pair  of  lives :'  as  '  a  case  of  pis^ 
tols/  '  a  case  of  poniards/  '  a  case  of  masks.'  So  in  Ram  Alley, 
we  have  '  a  ease  of  justices.' 
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And  sword  and  shidd. 
In  bloody  fiekU 
Doth  win  inmKHrtal  fame. 
Boy,  'Woald»  I  were  in  an  alehouse  in  London! 
I  would  give  all  my  fame  for  a  pot  of  ale,  and 
safety. 

Pist.  And  I: 

If  wishes  would  prevail  with  me. 
My  purpose  shoidd  not  fiul  widi  me. 
But  thither  would  I  hie. 
Boy,  As  duly,  but  not  as  truly. 
As  bird  doth  sing  on  bough. 

'  Enter  Flubllen  '. 

Flu.  Got's  plood! — Up  to  the  preaches,  you  ras- 
cals !  will  you  not  up  to  the  preaches  ? 

[Drwing  them  forward. 
Put.  Be  merciful,  great  duke,  to  men  of  mould  ^! 
Abate  thy  rage,  abate  thy  manly  rage  1 
Abate  thy  rage,  great  duke ! 
Good  bawcock,  bate  thy  rage!  use  lenity,  swe^ 
chuck ! 
Nym.  These  be  good  humours! — ^your  honour 
wins  bad  humours. 

[Exemt  Nym,  Pistol,  ond  Bardolph, 
followed  by  Flusllen. 
Boy.  As  young  as  I  am,  I  have  observed  tiiese 
three  swashers.  I  am  boy  to  them  all  three :  but 
all  they  three,  though  they  would  serve  me,  could 
not  be  man  to  me:  for,  indeed,  three  such  anticks 
do  not  amount  to  a  man.  For  Bardolph, — he  is 
white-liver'd,  and«red-fac'd;  by  the  means  where- 

3  FUteUtn  is  merely  the  Welsh  promuioiation  ot  Umdhfn;  as 
Floyd  is  of  Lloyd. 

^  i.  e. '  be  mercifal,  great  ammtrnder,  to  men  of  uarth^  to  poor 
mortal  men/  Dvke  is  only  a  translation  of  the  Ronan  Atf. 
Sylvester,  in  his  Da  Bartas,  calls  Moses  '  a  great  dake.' 
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of,  'a  faces  it  out,  but  fi^ts  not.  For  Pistol, — he 
hath  a  killing  tongue,  and  a  quiet  sword ;  by  the 
means  whereof  'a  breaks  words,  and  keeps  whole 
weapons.  For  Nym, — he  hath  heard,  that  men  of 
few  words  are  the  best^  men;  and  therefore  he 
scorns  to  say  his  prayers,  lest  'a  should  be  thought 
a  coward :  but  his  few  bad  words  are  match'd  with 
as  few  good  deeds;  for  'a  never  broke  any  man's 
head  but  his  own;  and  that  was  against  a  post, 
when  he  was  drunk.  They  will  steal  any  thing, 
and  call  it, — purchase^.  Bardolph  stole  a  lute* 
case :  bore  it  twelve  leagues,  and  sold  it  for  three 
half-pence.  Nym,  and  Bardolph,  are  sworn  bro^ 
tfaers  in  filching;  and  in  Calais  they  stole  a  fire* 
shovel :  I  knew,  by  that  piece  of  service  the  men 
would  carry  coals'^.  They  would  have  me  as  fami- 
liar with  men's  pockets,  as  thqir  gloves  or  their 
handkerchiefs;  which  makes  much  against  my  man- 
hood, if  I  should  take  from  another's  pocket,  to  put 
into  mine ;  for  it  is  plain  pocketing  up  of  wrongs. 
I  must  leave  them,  and  seek  some  better  service : 
their  villany  goes  against  my  weak  stomach,  and 
therefore  I  must  cast  it  up.  [Exit  Boy. 

Be-enter  Fluellen,  Gower  following.         ^ 

Gow.  Captain  Fluellen,  you  must  come  presently      •' 
to  the  mines;    the  duke  of  Gloster  would  speak 
wkh  you. 

Flu.  To  the  mines !  tell  you  the  duke,  it  is  not 
so  good  to  come  to  the  mines :   For,  look  you,  the 

'  '  The  best  men ;'  that  is,  bravest.  So,  in  the  next  line,  good 
deeds  are  brave  actions. 

•  Purchase,  which  anciently  signified  gam,  prc^,  was  the  cant 
terra  used  for'  any  thing  obtained  hy  cheating ;  as  appears  by 
Green*s  Art  of  Cofieycatching. 

^ ''  '  Carry  coaUi*    See  naU  on  the  first  scene  of  Romeo  and 
Juliet. 
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mines  is  not  according  to  the  disciplines  of  the  war? 
the  concavities  of  it  is  not  sufficient ;  for,  look  yoUr 
th'  athversary  (you  may  discuss  unto  the  duke,  look 
you),  is  dight  himself  four  yards  under  the  counter-' 
mines^ :  by  Cheshu,  I  think,  'a  will  plow  up  all,  if 
there  is  not  better  directions. 

Gow,  The  duke  of  Gloster,  to  whom  the  order  of 
the  siege  is  given,  is- altogether  directed  by  an  Irish- 
man ;  a  very  valiant  gendeman,  i'faith. 

Flu,  It  is  Captain  Macmorris,  is  it  not? 

Gow,  I  think  it  be. 

Flu,  By  Cheshu,  he  is  an  ass,  as  in  the  'orld :  I 
will  verify  as  much  in  his  peard :  he  has  no  more 
directions  in  the  true  disciplines  of  the  wars,  look 
you,  of  the  Roman  disciplines,  than  is  a  puppy-dog. 

Enter  Macmorris  and  Jamy,  at  a  distance, 

Gow,  Here  'a  comes;  and  the  Scots  captain^ 
Captain  Jamy,  with  him. 

Flu,  Captain  Jamy  is  a  marvellous  falorous  gen- 
tleman, that  is  certain:  and  of  great  expedition, 
and  knowledge,  in  the  ancient  wars,  upon  my  par- 
ticular knowledge  of  his  directions:  by  Cheshu,  he 
will  maintain  his  argument  as  well  as  any  military 
man  in  the  'orld,  in  the  disciplines  of  the  pristine 
wars  of  the  Romans. 

Jamy,  I  say,  gud-day.  Captain  Fluellen. 

Flu,  God-den  to  your  worship,  goot  Captaiir 
Jamy. 

Gow,  How  now.  Captain  Macmorris?  have  yoa 
quit  the  mines?  have  the  pioneers  given  o^er? 

Mac,  By  Chrish  la,  tish  ill  done :  the  work  iah 
give  over,  the  trumpet  sound  the  retreat*  By  my 
band,  I  swear,  and  by  my  father's  soul,  the  work 

^  *  Is  dight  himself;'  that  is,  the  enemy  had  digged  four  yarda 
under  the  comiter-mioes. 
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ish  ill  done ;  it  ish  give  over :  I  would  have  bloWed 
up  the  town,  so  Chrish  save  me,  la,  in  an  hour.  O, 
tish  ill  done,  tish  ill  done;  by  my  hand,  tish  ill 
done! 

Flu,  Captain  Macmorris,  I  peseech  you  now; 
will  you  vouchsafe  me,  look  you,  a  few  disputations 
with  you,  as  partly  touching  or  concerning  the  dis- 
ciplines of  the  war,  the  Roman  wars,  in  the  way  of 
argument,  look  you,  and  friendly  communication ; 
partly,  to  satisfy  my  opinion,  and  partly,  for  the 
satisfaction,  look  you,  of  my  mind,  as  touching  the 
direction  of  the  military  discipline ;  that  is  the  point. 

Jamy.  It  sail  be  very  gud,  gud  feith,  gud  cap- 
tains bath:  and  I  sail  quit^  you  with  gud  leve,  as 
I  may  pick  occasion;  diat  sail  I,  marry .^ 

McLc,  It  is  no  time  to  discourse,  so  Chrish  save 
me,  the  day  is  hot,  and  the  weather,  and  the  wars, 
and  the  king,  and  the  dukes;  it  is  no  time  to  dis- 
course. The  town  is  beseeched,  and  the  trumpet 
calls  us  to  the  breach;  and  we  talk,  and,  by  Chrish, 
do  nothing ;  'tis  shame  for  us  all :  so  God  sa'  me, 
'tis  shame  to  stand  still ;  it  is  shame,  by  my  hand : 
and  there  is  throats  to  be  cut,  and  works  to  be  done : 
and  there  ish  nothing  done,  so  Chrish  sa'  me,  la. 

Jamy,  By  the  mess,  ere  theise  eyes  of  mine  take 
themselves  to  slumber,  aile  do  gude  service,  or  aile 
ligge  i'the  grund  for  it:  ay,  or  go  to  death:  and  aile 
pay  it  as  vdorously  as  I  may,  3iat  sail  I  surely  do, 
that  is  the  breff  and  the  long :  Mary,  I  wad  full 
fain  heard  some  question  'tween  you  'tway. 

Flu,  Captain  Macmorris,  I  think,  look  you, 
under  your  correction,  there  is  not  many  of  your 
nation — — 

^  '  I  sball  quit  yoa ;'  that  is,  I  shall,  with  jonr  permission, 
requite  you ;  that  is,  answer  you,  or  interpose  unth  my  arguments, 
as  I  shall  find  opportunity. 

VOL.  V.  Q^Q 
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Mac.  Of  my  nation?  What  ish  my  nation?  ish  a 
villain,  and  a  bastard,  and  a  knave,  and  a  rascal  ? 
What  ish  my  nation  ?  Who  talks  of  my  nation? 

Flu,  Look  you,  if  you  take  the  matter  otherwise 
than  is  meant.  Captain  Macmorris,  peradventure, 
I  shall  think  you  do  not  use  me  with  that  affability 
as  in  discretion  you  ought  to  use  me,  look  you; 
being  as  goot  a  man  as  yourself,  both  in  the  disci- 
plines of  wars,  and  in  the  derivation  of  my  birth, 
and  in  other  particularities. 

Mac.  I  do  not  know  you  so  good  a  man  as  my- 
self: so  Chrish  save  me,  I  will  cut  off  your  head. 

Qow.  Gentlemen  both,  you  will  mistake  each 
other. 

Jamy.  Au !  that's  a  fotd  fault. 

[A  Parley  sounded. 

Gaw.  The  town  sounds  a  parley. 

Flu.  Captain  MaQmorris,  when  there  is  more 
better  opportunity  to  be  required,  look  you,  I  will 
be  so  bold  as  to  tell  you,  I  know  the  disciplines  of 
war;  and  there  is  an  end.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  III. 
The  same.    Before  the  Gates  ofHarfleur. 

The  Governor  and  some  Citizens  on  the  Walk ;  the 
English  Forces  below.  Enter  King  HenHy  and 
his  Train. 

K.  Hen.  How  yet  resolves  the  governor  of  the 
town? 
This  is  file  latest  parle  we  will  admit: 
Therefore,  to  our  best  mercy  give  yourselveis ; 
Or,  like  to  men  proud  of  destruction. 
Defy  us  to  our  worst;  for,  as  I  am  a  soldier 
(A  name,  that,  in  my  thoughts,  becomes  me  best). 
If  I  begin  the  battery  once  again, 
I  will  not  leave  the  half-achieved  Harfleur 
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Till  in  her  asbes  she  lie  buried. 

The  gates  of  mercy  shall  be  ak\  shut  up  ^ ; 

pAnd  the  flesh'd  soldier, — trough  and  hard  of  hearty — 
In  hberty  of  Uoody  hand,  shall  range 
With  conscience  wide  as  hell;  mowing  like  grass 
Your  fresh-fair  virgins,  and  your  flowering  ii^ants. 
What  is  it  then  to  me,  if  impious  war, — 
Array'd  in  flames,  like  to  the  prince  of  fiends, — 
Do,  with  his  smirch'd  complexion,  all  fell  feats 
Enlink'd  to  waste  and  desolation? 
What  is't  to  me,  when  you  yourselves  are  cause. 
If  your  pure  maidens  fsJl  into  the  hand 
Of  hot  and  forcii^  viohUion  ? 
What  rein  can  hold  hcentious  wickedness* 

LWhen  down  the  hill  he  holds  bis  fierce  career? 
We  may  as  bootless  spend  our  vain  command 
Upon  the  enraged  soldi^^s  in  their  spoil, 
^s  send  precepts  to  the  Leviathan 
To  come  ashore.    Therefore,  you  men  of  Harfleur^ 
Take  pity  of  your  town,  and  of  your  peo[de, 

^Whiles  yet  my  soldiers  are  in  my  command; 

(Whiles  yet  the  cool  and  temperate  wind  of  grace 
O'erblows  the  filthy  and  contagious  clouds^ 
Of  deadly  murder,  spoil,  and  vtUany . 
If  not,  why,  in  a  moment,  look  to  see 

*  *  The  gates  of  mercy  shall  he  all  shat  up/     Gray  has  bor- 
rowed this  thonght  in  his  Elegy : — 

'  And  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind.' 
Thns  again  in  King  Henry  VI.  Part  ill.: — 

'  Open  thy  gate  of  mercy,  gracious  Lord.* 
liord  Bacon,  in  a  letter  to  King  James,  written  a  few  days  after 
the  death  of  Shakspeare,  says,  '  And  therefore  in  conolnsion  we 
wished  him  not  to  shut  the  gate  of  yonr  majesty's  mercy  against 
himself  hy  being  obdurate.'  He  is  speaking  of  the  eMrl  of  So- 
merset. 

'  '  Whiles  yet  the  cool  and  tenqperate  wind  of  grace 
O'erblows  the  filthy  and  contagions  cloads.' 
To  overblow  is  to  drwe  otoaj^jto  keep  of,    Johnson  observes  that 
this  is  a  very  faarsh  metaphor. 
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The  blind  and  bloody  soldier  with^foul  hand 
Defile  the  locks  of  your  shrill-shrieking  daughters; 
Your  fathers  taken  by  the  silver  beards, 
And  their  most  reverend  heads  dash'd  to  the  walls ; 
Your  naked  infants  spitted  upon  pikes ; 
Whiles  the  mad  mothers  with  their  howls  confus'd 
Do  break  the  clouds,  as  did  the  wives  of  Jewry 
£_At  Herod's  bloody-hunting  slaughtermen. 
What  say  you?  will  you  yield,  and  this  avoid? 
Or,  guilty  in  defence,  be  thus  destroy'd  ? 

Gov.  Our  expectation  hath  this  day  an  end : 
The  Dauphin,  whom  of  succour  we  entreated', 
Returns  us — that  his  powers  are  not  yet  ready 
To  raise  so  great  a  siege.     Therefore,  dread  king. 
We  yield  our  town,  and  lives,  to  thy  soft  mercy: 
Enter  our  gates ;  dispose  of  us,  and  ours ; 
For  we  no  longer  are  defensible. 

K,  Hen,  Open  your  gates, — Come,  uncle  Exeter, 
Go  you  and  enter  Harfleur ;  there  remain. 
And  fortify  it  strongly  'gainst  the  French : 
Use  mercy  to  them  all.     For  us,  dear  uncle, — 
The  winter  coming  on,  and  sickness  growing 
Upon  our  soldiers, — we'll  retire  to  Calais. 
To-night  in  Harfleur  will  we  be  your  guest; 
To-morrow  for  the  march  are  we  addrest^. 

[Fhwrish,     The  King,  8^c,  enter  the  Town. 

SCENE  ly  K    Roiien.    A  Room  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  Katharine  and  Alice« 

Kath.  Alice,  tu  as  esti  en  Angleterre,  et  tu  parlei 
hien  1e  langage. 

3  *  Whom  o/sncconr  we  intreated.'  See  A  Midsummer  Niglit*s 
Dream,  Act  iii.  Sc.  1,  p.  258,  in  a  note  on  the  passage : — *  I  slull 
desire  yon  of  more  acquaintance.' 

^  i.  e.  prepared. 

>  Every  one  must  wish  with  Warborton  and  Farmer  to  he> 
lieve  that  this  scene  is  an  interpolation.  Yet,  as  Johnson  remarks. 
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Alice.    Un  peu,  madame, 

Kath.  Je  te  prie,  m^enseignez;  il  fatU  que  fap- 
prenne  d  parler.  Comment  appdlez  vows  la  maiUf 
en  Anglais? 

Alice.  La  main?  eUe  est  appelUe,  de  hand. 

Kath.  De  band.     Et  les  doigts  ? 

Alice.  Les  doigts?  ma  foy^  f  aublie  les  doigts; 
mais  je  me  souviendray.  Les  doigts  ?  je  pense,  quHh 
sent  appellS  de  fingres ;  ouif,  de  fingres. 

Kath.  La  main,  de  hand ;  les  doigts,  de  fingres. 
Je  pense,  que  je  suis  le  bon  escolier.  Tag  gojgn^ 
deux  mots  d' Anglais  vistement.  Comment  appellez 
vous  les  angles? 

Alice.  Z6«  angles?  les  appeUans,  de  nails. 

Kath.  De  nails.  Escautez;  dites  may,  si  je  parte 
bien:  de  hand,  de  fingres,  de  nails. 

Alice.  Oest  bien  dit,  madame;  il  est  fart  bon 
Anglais. 

Kath.  Dites  may  en  Anghis,  le  bras. 

Alice.  De  arm,  miuiame. 

Kath.  Et  le  coude. 

Alice.  De  elbow. 

Kath.  De  elbow.  Je  m^en  faitx  la  repetition  de 
Urns  les  mats,  que  vous  m'avez  appris  des  d  present. 

Alice.  //  est  trap  difficile,  madame,  camme  je 
pense. 

Kath.  Excnsez  may,  Alice;  escautez:  De  hand, 
de  fingre,  de  nails,  de  ann,,de  bilbow. 

the  grimaces  of  the  two  Frenchwomen,  and  the  odd  accent  with 
whjch  they  uttered  the  English,  might  diyert  an  audience  more 
refined  than  ooald  be  found  in  the  poet's  time.  There  is  in  it 
not  only  the  French  language,  bat  the  French  spirit.  Alice  com- 
pliments the  princess  upon  the  knowledge  of  foar  words,  and 
tells  her  that  she  pronounces  like  the  Bnglish  themselyes.  The 
princess  suspects  no  deficiency  in  her  instructress,  nor  the  in- 
structress in  herself.  The  extraordinary?  circumstance  of  intro-  • 
ducing  a  character  speaking  French  in  an  English  drama  was  no 
novelty  to  our  early  stage. 

QQ2 
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Alice.  De  elbow,  madame. 

Kath.  .0  Seigneur  Dieu!  je  nCen  oublie:  De 
^Ibow.     Comment  appellez  vous  le  col? 

Alice,  De  neck,  madame, 

Kath,  De  neck :  Et  le  mentoijt? 

Alice,  De  chin. 
■    Kath,  De  sin.     Le  col,  de  neck :   le  menton,  de 
sin. 

Alice.  Ouy.  Sauf  vostre  honneur ;  en  vSritS,  vous 
prononcez  les  mots  aussi  droict  que  les  natifs  d^An- 
ghterre, 

.    Kath.  Je  ne  doute  point  d^apprendre  par  la  grace 
de  Dieu;  et  en  peu  de  temps. 

Alice.  N^avez  vous  pas  d^d  oublii  ce  que  je  vous 
ay  enseign^? 

Kath.  Non,jerSciteragd  vouspromptement.  De 
hand,  de  fingre,  de  mails, — 

Alice,  De  nails,  madame, 

Kath.  De  pails,  de  arme,  de  ilbow. 

Alice.  Saufvostre  honneur,  de  elbow. 

Kath.  Ainsi  disje;  de  elbow,  de  neck,  ef  de  sin ; 
Comment  appellez  vous  lepieds  et  la  robe? 

Alice,  De  foot,  madame;  et  de  con. 

Kath,  De  foot,  et  de  con?  O  Seigneur  Dieu! 
ces  sont  mots  de  son  mauvais^  corruptible,  grosse,  et 
impudique,  et  non  pour  les  dames  iChonneur  d!u9er  : 
Je  ne  voudrois  proiwncer  jces  mots  devant  les  Seig- 
neurs  de  France,  pour  tout  le  monde,  H  faut  de 
foot,  et  de  con,  neant-moins,  Je  reciterai  une  autre 
fois  ma  legon  ensembles  De  hand,  de  fingre,  de 
nails,  de  arm,  de  elbow,  de  neck,  de  sin,  de  foot, 
de  con. 

Alice.  Excellent,  madame! 

Kath.  C^est  assez  pour  une  fois;  aUons  nou»  i 
disner,  [Exeunt. 
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SCENE  V.  '^ 

The  same.     Another  Room  in  the  same. 


Enters  the  French  King,   the  Dauphin,   Duke  of 

Bourbon,  the  Constable  of  France,  and  Others. 

Fr.  King.  Tis  certain,  he  hath  pass'd  the  river 
Some. 

Con.  And  if  he  be  not  fought  withal,  my  lord^ 
Let  us  not  live  in  France;  let  us  quit  all. 
And  give  our  vineyards  to  a  barbarous  people. 

Dau.  O  Dieu  vivant !  shall  a  few  sprays  of  us, — > 
The  emptying  of  our  fathers'  luxury  ^, 
Our  scions,  put  in  wild  and  savage  stock. 
Spirt  up  so  suddenly  into  the  clouds. 
And  overlook  their  grafters  ? 

Bout.  Normans,  but  bastard  Normans,  Norman 
bastards ! 
Mori  de  ma  vie!  if  they  march  along 
Unfought  withal,  but  I  will  sell  my  dukedom. 
To  buy  a  slobbery  and  a  dirty  farm 
In  that  nook-shotten  ^  isle  of  Albion. 

Con.   Dieu  de  battailes!  where  have  they  this 
mettle? 
Is  not  their  climate  foggy,  raw,  and  dull  ? 
On  whom,  as  in  despite,  the  sun  looks  pale. 
Killing  their  fruit  with  frowns  ?    Can  sodden  water, 
A.  drench  for  sur-rein'd^  jades,  their  barley  broth, 

*  Luxury  for  lusl. 

*  *  To't,  Luxury,  pellmell,  for  I  lack  soldiers.' — Lear. 

'  '  Nook  shotten  isle.'  Shotten  signifies  any  thing  projected  : 
iso  Mooib  shotten  isk  is  an  isle  that  shoots  out  into  capes,  promon- 
tories, and  necks  of  land,  the  very  figure  of  Great  Britain.  Han- 
dle Holme,  in  his  Accedence  of  Armory,  p.  358,  has  *  Querke,  a 
no6k  shotten  pane'  [of  glass]. 

*  *  A  drench  for  sur-rein'd  jades.'  Sur-rein'd  is  probably 
over-ridden  or  over-strained.  Steevens  observes  that  it  is  com-> 
mon  to  give  horses,  over-ridden  or  feverish,  ground  malt  and  hot 
■water  mixed,  which  is  called  a  mash.  To  this  the  constable 
alludes. 
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Decoct  their  cold  blood  to  such  yaliant  heat? 
And  shall  our  quick  blood,  spirited  with  wine, 
Seem  frosty  ?  O,  for  honour  of  our  l^d, 
Let  us  not  hang  like  roping  icicles 
Upon  our  houses'  thatch,  whiles  a  more  frosty  people 
Sweat  drops  of  gallant  youth  in  our  rich  fields; 
^Poor — ^we  may  call  them,  in  their  native  lords. 

Dau.  By  faith  and  honour. 
Our  madams  mock  at  us ;  and  plainly  say. 
Our  mettle  is  bred  out;  and  they  will  give 
Their  bodies  to  the  lust  of  English  youth. 
To  new-store  Frcmce  with  bastard  warriors. 

Baur.  They  bid  us — to  the  En^ish  dancing- 
schools. 
And  teach  lavoltas^  high,  and  swift  corantos; 
Saying,  our  grace  is  only  in  our  heels. 
And  diat  we  are  most  lofty  runaways. 

Fr.  King.  Where  is  Montj6y,  the  herald?  speed 
him  hence; 
Let  him  greet  England  with  our  sharp  defiance. — 
Up,  princes;  and,  with  spirit  of  honour  edg'd. 
More  sharper  than  your  swords,  hie  to  the  field : 
Charles  De-la-bret*,  high  constable  of  France ; 
You  dukes  of  Orleans,  Bourbon,  and  of  Berry, 
Alen9on,  Brabant,  Bar,  and  Burgundy :. 
Jaques  Chatillion,  Rambures,  Vaudemont, 
Beaumont,  Grandpr6,  Roussi,  and  Fauconberg, 
Foix,  Lestrale,  Bouciqualt,  and  Charolois ; 
High  dukes,  greatprinces,  barons,  lords,  and  knights, 

*  *  Lavoltu  high.'  The  lavoUa,  or  volta,  '  a  kind  of  tnmuig 
French  dance/  says  Florio ;  in  which  the  man  tarns  the  woman 
round  several  times,  and  then  assists  her  in  making  a  high  spring 
or  cahriole.  The  reader  will  find  a  verj  onrions  and  amwsing 
article  on  the  subject  in  Mr.  Donoe's  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare, 
Tol.  i.  p.  489. 

'  This  should  be  Charles  D'Albret ;  but  the  metre  would  not 
admit  of  the  change.  Shakspeare  followed  Holinsbed,  who  calls 
him  Delabretk,    The  «ther  French  names  hare  been  corrected. 
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For  your  great  seats,  now  quit  you  of  great  shames. 
Bar  Harry  England,  that  sweeps  through  our  land 
With  pennons^  painted  in  the  blood  of  Harfleur ! 
Rush  on  his  host,  as  doth  the  melted  snow 
Upon  the  valleys ;  whose  low  vassal  seat 
The  Alps  doth  spit  and  void  his  rheum  upon : 
Go  down  upon  him, — you  have  power  enough, — 
And  in  a  captive  chariot,  into  Roiien 
Bring  him  our  prisoner. 

Con»  This  becomes  the  great. 

Sorry  am  I,  his  numbers  are  so  few. 
His  soldiers  sick,  and  famish'd  in  their  march ; 
For,  I  am  sure,  when  he  shall  see  our  army. 
He'll  drop  his  heart  into  the  sink  of  fear. 
And,  for  achievement,  offer  us  his  ransome^. 
Ft.  King.    Therefore,  lord  constable,  haste   on 
Montj6y : 
And  let  him  say  to  England,  that  we  send 
To  know  what  willing  ransome  he  will  give. — 
Prince  Dauphin,  you  shall  stay  with  us  in  Roiien®. 
Dau.  Not  so,  I  do  beseech  your  majesty. 
JPr.  King,  Be  patient,  for  you  shall  remain  with 
us. — 
Now,  forth,  lord  constable,  and  princes  all; 
And  quickly  bring  us  word  of  England's  fall. 

[Exeunt.^ 

*  Pennons  were  flags  or  streamers,  upon  which  the  arms,  de- 
tice,  and  motto  of  a  knight  were  painted.  '  A  penon  mast  be 
tow  yardes  and  a  halfe  long,  made  round  att  the  end,  and  con- 
teyneth  the  armes  of  the  owner,  and  serveth  for  the  conduct  of 
fifty  men.* — MSS,  Harl.  No.  2413.  A  banneret  was  created  by 
cutting  off  the  point  of  the  pennon,  and  making  it  a  banner,  which 
was  peculiar  to  the  nobility. 

^  *  And  for  achievement  offer  us  his  ransom.'  That  is,  instead 
of  achieving  a  victory  over  us,  make  a  proposal  to  pay  us  a  sum 
as  ransom. 

•  Rouen  is  spelt  Roan  in  the  old  copy.  It  was  pronounced  as 
a  monosyllable. 
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SCENE  VL     The  English  Can^  m  Picardy. 

Enter  GowBR  and  Fluellen. 

Gow,  How  now.  Captain  FlueUen,  ccnne  yon 
from  the  bridge  ? 

Flu.  I  assure  you,  jthere  is  very  excellent  serviee 
committed  at  the  pridge. 

Gow^  Is  the  duke  of  Exeter  safe? 

Flu.  The  duke  of  Exeter  is  as  magnanimoos  as 
Agamemnon;  and  a  man  that  I  lo^e  and  hmioar 
with  my  soul,  and  my  heart,  and  my  duty,  and  my 
life,  and  my  livings,  and  my  uttermost  powers:  he 
is  not  (God  be  praised,  and  pleseed  E)  any  hurt  in 
the  'orld;  but  keeps  the  pridge  most  Ta]iaBdy^ 
with  excellent  discipline.  There  is  an  ensign  diere 
at  the  pridge, — I  think,  in  my  very  conscience,  he 
b  as  valiant  as  Mark  Antony ;  and  he  is  a  man  of 
no  estimation  in  the  'orld :  but  I  did  see  him  do 
gallant  service. 

Gow.  What  do  you  call  him? 

Flu.  He  b  called — ancient  Pbtol. 

Gow.  I  know  him  no\. 

Enter  Pistol. 

Flu.  Do  you  not  know  him?  Here  comes  the 
man. 

Pist.  Captain,  I  thee  beseech  to  do  me  favours : 
The  duke  of  Exeter  doth  love  thee  well. 

'  '  Bat  keeps  the  pridge  most  valiantly.'  After  Hearj  h»d 
passed  the  Some,  the  French  endeayonred  to  intercept  him  in  Us 
passage  to  Calais ;  and  for  that  purpose  attempted  to  break  dowB 
the  only  bridge  that  there  was  over  the  small  riyer  of  Temois, 
at  Blangiy  oyer  which  it  was  necessary  for  Henry  to  pass.  But 
Henry,  haying  notice  of  their  design,  sent  a  part  of  his  troops 
before  him,  who,  attacking  and  putting  the  French  to  flig^  pre- 
served the  bridge  till  the  whole^English  army  arrived  and  passed 
over  it. 
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Flu.  Ay,  I  praise  Got;  and  I  have  merited  some 
love  tit  his  hands. 

Pist.  Bardolph,  a  soldier,  finn  aod  sound  of  heart. 
Of  buxom  valour^,  hath, — by  cruel  fate, 
And  giddy  fortune'^  furious  fickle  wheel, 
That  goddess  blind. 
That  stands  upon  the  rolling  restless  stone, — 

Flu.  By  your  pawnee,  ancient  Pistol.  Fortune 
is  painted  pUnd,  with  a  muffler^  before  her  eyes,  to 
signify  to  you  that  fortune  is  plind:  And  she  is 
painted  also  with  a  wheel;  to  signify  to  you,  which 
is  the  moral  of  it,  that  she  is  turning,  and  incon- 
stant, and  variations,  and  mutabilities:  and  her 
foot,  look  you,  is  fixed  upon  a  spherical  stone, 
which  rolls,  and  rolls,  and  rolls ; — In  good  truth, 
the  poet  is  make  a  most  excellent  description  of  for- 
tune: fortune,  look  you,  b  an  excellent  moral. 

Pi^.  Fortune  is  Bardolph's  foe,  and  frowns  on 
him; 
For  he  hath  stolen  B.jnx^,  and  hanged  inust  'a  be. 
A  danmed  death! 

*  '  Buxom  valour/  It  is  trae  that,  in  the  Saxon  and  oar  elder 
English,  huxom  meant  pUant,  yuURng,  obe^^ent ;  and  in  this  sense 
Spenser  uses  it :  but  as  we  know  it  was  also  ased  for  lusty^  ram- 
pdnt,  however  mistakenly,  it  was  sorely  very  absord  to  give  .the 
older  meaning  to  it  here,  as  Steevens  did.  Pistol  woald  be  much 
more  likely  to  take  the  popular  sense,  than  one  founded  on  ety- 
mology. Blount,  after  giving  the  old  legitimate  meaning  of 
huxomenesSf  says,  '  It  is  now  mistaken  for  hutiness  or  rampancy* 

'  A  mugler  was  a  fold  of  linen  used  for  concealing  the  face  of 
•  woman.  It  will  be  best  understood  by  a  reference  to  the  wood 
cat  in  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  Activ.  Sc.  2,  p.  261,  copied 
from  Mr.  Donee's  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare. 

*  *  Apix.'  The  folio  reads  pax:  but  Holinshed,  whom  Shak- 
speare  followed,  says,  '  A  foolish  soldier  stole  a  pixe  out  of  a 
church,  for  which  cause  he  was  apprehended,  and  the  king  would 
not  once  more  remove  till  the  box  was  restored,  and  the  offender 
strangled.'  It  was  the  box  in  which  the  consecrated  wafers  were  • 
kept,  origfinally  so  named  from  being  made  of  box ;  but  in  later 
times  it  was  made  of  gold,  silver,  and  other  costly  materials. 
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Let  gallows  gape  for  dog,  let  man  go  free. 
And  let  not  hemp  his  windpipe  suffocate : 
But  Exeter  hath  given  the  doom  of  death. 
For  pix  of  little  price. 

Therefore,  go  speak,  the  duke  will  hear  thy  voice; 
And  let  not  Bardolph's  vital  thread  he  cut 
With  edge  of  penny  cord,  and  vile  reproach : 
Speak,  captain,  for  his  life,  and  I  will  thee  requite. 

Fiu,  Ancient  Pistol,  I  do  partly  understand  your 
meaning. 

PiH.  Why  then  rejoice  therefore. 

Fhi.  .Certainly,  ancient,  it  is  not  a  thing  to  re- 
joice at ;  for  if,  look  you,  he  were  my  brother,  I 
would  desire  the  duke  to  use  his  goot  pleasure, 
and  put  him  to  executions ;  for  disciplines  ought  to 
be  used. 

Pist.   Die  and  be  damn'd;    and  Jigo^  for  thy 
friendship ! 

Flu.  It  is  well. 

Pist.  The  fig  of  Spain  f  [Exit  Pistol. 

Flu.  Very  good^. 

Gow.  Why,  this  is  an  arrant  counterfeit  rascal; 
I  remember  him  now ;  a  bawd ;  a  cutpurse. 

Flu.  I'll  assure  you,  'a  utter'd  as  prave  'ords  at 
the  pridge,  as  you.  shall  see  in  a  summer's  day: 
But  it  is  very  well ;  what  he  has  spoke  to  me,  that 
is  well,  I  warrant  you,  when  time  is  serve. 

Gow.  Why,  'tis  a  gull,  a  fool,  a  rogue;  that  now 

•  *  And  fiyo  for  thy  friendship/  See  note  on  King  Henry  IV. 
Part  II.  The  Spanish  Jig  probably  alludes  to  the  custom  of  giv- 
ing poisoned  figs  to  those  who  were  the  objects  of  either  Spanish 
ar  Italian  reyenge ;  to  which  custom  there  are  numerous  allu- 
sions in  OUT  old  dramas.  In  the  quarto  copies  of  this  play  we 
have : — *  The  fig  of  Spain  within  thy  jaw.*  And  afterwards  :— 
*  The  fig  of  Spain  within  thy  bowels  and  thy  dirty  maw.' 

«  *  Very  good.*  In  the  quartos,  instead  of  these  two  words, 
we  hare : — 

*  Captain  Grower,  cannot  you  hear  it  lighten  and  thunder?^ 
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and  then  goes  to  the  wars^  to  grace  himself,  at  his 
return  into  London,  under  the  form  of  a  soldier. 
And  such  fellows  are  perfect  in  great  commanders' 
names:  and  they  will  learn  you  by  rote,  where 
services  were  done: — at  such  and  such  a  sconce^, 
at  such  a  breach,  at  such  a  conroy ;  who  came  off 
bravely,  who  was  shot,  who  disgraced,  what  terms 
the  enemy  stood  on ;  and  this  they  con  perfectly  in 
the  phrase  of  war^  which  they  trick  up  with  new- 
tuned  oaths:  And  what  a  beard  of  the  general's 
tut^y  and  a  horrid  suit  of  the  camp,  will  do  among 
foaming  bottles,  and  ale-washed  wits,  is  wonderful 
to  be  thought  on!  but  you  must  learn  to  know 
such  slanders  of  the  age^,  or  else  you  may  be  mar- 
vellous mistook. 

Flu.  I  tell  you  what.  Captain  Gower; — I  do 
perceive,  he  is  not  the  man  diat  he  would  gladly 
make  show  to  the  'orld  he  is ;  if  I  find  a  hole  in  his 
coat,.  I  will  tell  him  my  mind.  [Drum  heard,]  Hark 

7  *  Such  and  sach  a  sconce.*  Steeyens  has  erroneously  ex- 
plained this,  *  a  hasty,  rnde,  inconsiderable  kind  of  fortification/ 
The  quotation  from  Sir  Thomas  Smytfae  only  described  some 
particularly  imperfect  sconces.  A  sconce  was  a  block-house  or 
chief  fortress  y  for  the  most  part  round  in  fashion  of  a  head ;  hence 
the  head  is  ludicrously  called  a  sconce :  a  lantern  was  also  called 
a  sconce,  because  of  its  round  form. 

^  *  A  beard  of  the  general's  cut.'  Our  ancestors  were  rery 
curious  in  the  fashion  of  their  beards  ;  a  certain  cut  was  appro- 
priated to  certain  professions  and  ranks.  They  are  some  of  them 
humorously  described  in  a  ballad  in  The  Prince  D' Amour,  166G. 
The  spade  beard  and  the  stiUetto  beard  appear  to  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  the  soldier. 

^  '  Such  slanders^  of  the  age/  Nothing  was  more  common 
than  such  huffcap  pretending  braggarts  as  Pistol  in  the  poet's 
age :  they  are  the  continual  subject  «f  satire  to  his  cotempo- 
raries.  To  the  reader  who  has  any  acquaintance  with  our  early 
writers  it  would  be  superfluous  to  cite  instances.  Steevens  men- 
tions Basilico,  in  Solyman  and  Perseda,  as  likely  to  have  given 
the  hint  of  Pistol's  character  to  Shakspeare. 

VOL.  V,  R  R  ' 
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you,  the  king  is  coming;  and  I  mast  speak  wi& 
him  from  the  pridge  ^^. 

Enter  King  Henry,  Gloster,  and  Spldiers. 

Flu.  Got  pless  your  majesty ! 

K,  Hen.  How  now,  Fluelien?  earnest  thou  from 
the  bridge  ? 

Flu,  Ay,  so  please  your  miyesty.  The  duke  of 
Exeter  has  yery  gallantly  muntained  the  pridge: 
the  French  is  gone  off,  look  you ;  and  there  is  gal- 
lant and  most  prave*  passages :  Marry,  lli'athT^- 
sary  was  have  possession  of  the  pridge ;  but  he  is 
enforced  to  retire,  and  the  duke  of  Exeter  is  master 
of  the  pridge;  I  can  tell  your  majesty,  the  duke  is 
a  prave  man. 

K.  Hen.  What  men  have  you  lost,  Fluelien? 

Flu.  The  perdition  of  th'athversary  hatiii  be«i 
very  great,  very  reasonable  great:  marry,  for  my 
part,  I  think  the  duke  hath  lost  never  a  man,  but 
one  that  is  like  to  be  executed  for  robbing  a  church, 
one  Bardolph,  if  your  majesty  know  the  man :  his 
face  is  all  bubukles,  and  whelks  ^^,  and  knobs,  and 
flames  of  fire;  and  his  lips  plows  at  his  nose,  and  it 
is  like  a  coal  of  fire,  sometimes  plue,  and  sometimes 
red ;  but  his  nose  is  executed,  and  his  fire's  out 

*^  '  From  the  pridge/  These  words  are  not  in  the  quarto. 
If  not  a  mistake  of  the  compositor,  who  may  have  canght  then 
Crom  the  king's  speech,  thej  most  mean  abomt  the  bridge,  or 
eoneemmg  it, 

"  '  His  face  is  all  bnbnkles,  and  whelks,  and  knobs.'  WleOa 
are  not  stripes,  as  Mr.  Nares  interprets  the  word ;  but  pimples, 
er  blotches :  Papuke,  *  A  pimple,  a  wkeOte ;  Bonrion  on  bnbbe 
qui  rieat  en  fa^.'  Mr.  Steerens  remarks  that  Chaacer*s  Soap- 
nonr  may  have  afforded  Shakspeare  a  hint  for  Bardolph's  faee. 
He  also  had 

*  A  fire  red  cherabimes  face,* 
with  *  ¥>elkes  white,'  and  '  knobbes  sitting  on  his  che^kes.' — 
Cant,  Tales,  v.  628. 
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K.  Hen.  We  would  have  all  such  offenders  so 
cut  off: — and  we  gire  express  charge,  that  in  our 
marches  through  the  country,  there  be  nothing  com* 
pdled  from  the  villages,  nothing  taken  but  paid  for; 
none  of  the  French  upbraided,  or  abused  in  disdain^ 
ful  language;  For  when  lenity  and  cruelty  play  for 
a  kingdom,  the  gentler  gamester  is  the  soonest  win- 
ner. 

Tucket  sminds.     Enter  Montjoy. 

Mont.  You  know  me  by  my  habit^^. 

K.  Hen.  Well  then,  I  know  thee;  What  shall  I 
know  of  thee? 

Mont.  My  master's  mind. 

K.Hen.  Unfold  it. 

Monti  Thus  says  my  king: — Say  thou  to  Harry 
of  England,  Though  w6  seemed  dead,  we  did  biit 
sleep ;  Advantage  is  a  better  soldier  than  rashness. 
Tell  him,  we  could  have  rebuked  him  at  Harfleur; 
but  that  we  thought  not  good  to  bruise  an  iiyury, 
till  it  were  full  ripe: — now  we  speak  upon  our 
cue^^,  and  our  voice  is  imperial!  England  shall 
repent  his  folly,  see  his  weakness,  and  admire  our 
sufferance.  Bid  him,  therefore,  consider  of  his  ran- 
som; which  must  proportion  the  losses  we  have 
borne,  the  subjects  we  have  lost,  the  disgrace  we 
have  digested;  which,  in  weight  to  re-answer,  his 
pettiness  would  bow  under.  For  our  losses,  his 
exchequer  is  too  poor;  for  the  effusion  of  our  blood, 
the  muster  of  his  kingdom  too  faint  a  number;  and 
for  our  disgrace,  his  own  person,  kneeling  at  our 

13  <  Yoa  know  me  bj  my  habit/  That  is,  bj/his  herald^s  coat. 
The  person  of  a  herald  being  inviolable  was  distinguished  by  a 
richly  emblazoned  dress.  Manbote  is  the  title  of  the  first  king 
at  arms  in  France,  as  Oarter  is  in  this  country. 

"  i.  e.  in  onr  turn.  This  theatrical  phrase  has  been  already 
noticed. 
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feet,  but  a  weak  and  worthless  satisfaction.  To  this 
add — defiance:  and  tell  him,  for  conclusion,  he 
hath  betrayed  his  followers,  whose  condemnation  is 
pronounced.  So  far  my  king  and  master;  so  much 
my  office. 

K,  Hen.  What  is  thy  name  ?  I  know  thy  quality. 

Mont.  Montjoy. 

K.  ^611.  Thou  dost  thy  office  fairly.  Tumtheeback^ 
And  tell  thy  king, — I  do  not  seek  him  now; 
But  could  ^e  willing  to  march  on  to  Calais 
Without  impeachment^^:  for,  to  say  the  sooth, 
{Though  'tis  no  wisdom  to  confess  so  much 
Unto  an  enemy  of  craft  and  vantoge). 
My  people  are  with  sickness  much  enfeebled; 
My  numbers  lessen*d ;  and  those  few  I  have. 
Almost  no  better  than  so  many  French; 
Who,  when  they  were  in  health,  I  tell  thee,  herald, 
I  thought,  upon  one  pair  of  English  legs 
Did  march  three  Frenchmen. — Yet,  forgive  me,  God, 
That  1  do  brag  thus ! — this  your  air  of  France 
Hath  blown  that  vice  in  me;  I  must  repent 
Go,  therefore,  teH  thy  master,  here  I  am; 
My  ransom,  is  this  frail  and  worthless  trunk; 
My  army,  but  a  weak  and  sickly  guard ; 
Yet,  God  before"^,  tell  him  we  wUl  come  on. 
Though  France  himself,  and  such  another  neighbour. 
Stand  in  our  way.  There's  for  thy  labour,  Montjoy. 
Go>  bid  thy  master  well  advise  himself: 
If  we  may  pass,  we  will;  if  we  be  hinder'd. 
We  shall  your  tawny  ground  with  your  red  blood 
Discolour  ^^:  and  so,  Montjoy,  fare  you  weU. 

1^  i.  e.  with  imptdment.    Emp^chement,  Fr.     See  CotgnTe'i 

Dictionary. 

*'  God  before  was  then  osed  for  God  being  my  guide* 
*'  *  We  shall  yonr  tawnj  grooqd  with  joiir  red  blood 
Discolonr.' 

This  is  from  Holinshed.    *  My  desire  is»  that  none  of  jon  he  t 
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The  sum  of  all  our  answer  is  but  this : 
We  would  not  seek  a  battle,  as  we  are ; 
^or,  as  we  are,  we  say,  we  will  not  shun  it; 
So  tdl  your  master. 

Mont.  I  shall  deliyer  so.    Thanks  to  your  high-  ^ 
ness.  [Exit  Montjoy. 

Glo.  I  hope  they  will  not  come  upon  us  now. 
jfiT.  Hen,  We  are  in  God's  hand,  brother,  not  in 
theirs. 
March  to  the  bridge ;  it  now  draws  toward  night : — 
Beyond  the  rirer  well  encamp  ourselves ; 
Ab^  on  to-morrow  bid  them  march  away. 

[Exeunt. 
SCENE  VII. 

The  French  Camp,  near  Agincourt 

Enter  the  Constable  of  France,  the  Lord  Ramt 
BURBS,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Dauphin,  and 
Others. 

Con.  Tut !  I  have  the  best  armour  of  the  world. — 
'Would,  it  were  day! 

OrL  You  have  an  excellent  armour;  but  let  my 
horse  have  his  due. 

Con.  It  is  the  best  horse  of  Europe. 

OrL  Will  it  never  be  morning? 

Dau.  My  lord  of  Orleans,  and  my  lord  high 
constable,  you  talk  of  horse  and  armour, — 

unadvised  as  to  be  the  occasion  that  I  in  my  defence  shall  colour 
and  make  red  your  tawny  ground  with  the  effusion  of  Christian 
blood.  When  he  had  thus  answered  the  heraald  he  gave  him  a 
great  rewarde^  and  licenced  him  to  depart.'  It  wm  luways  cas- 
tomary  to  give  a  reward,  or  largess,  to  the  herald  whether  h« 
bronght  a  message  of  defiance,  or  oongratulatioB.  I  will  jns^ 
observe  by  the  way  that  the  heralds  do  not  appear  to  have  beea 
held  in  Uie  highest  esteem  formerly :  I  find  thftm>  ia  a  very  e«r 
rions  passage  of  Robert  RoUe's  Speculum  Vita,  classed  with  all 
the  other  infamoas  itinerant  professions,  as  ooartesans,  jvgglers, 
minstrels,  thieves,  a&d  hangmen, 

R  R^ 
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OrL  Yon  are  as  well  provided  of  both,  as  aoy 
prince  in  the  world. 

Dau.  What  a  long  night  is  this  i 1  will  not 

change  my  horse  with  any  that  treads  but  on  fonr 
pasterns.  Ca,  ha!  He  bounds  from  the  earth,  as 
if  his  entrails  were  hairs  ^;  le  cheval .  volant y  the 
Pegasus,  qui  a  les  narines  defeu!  When  I  bestride 
him,  I  soar,  I  am  a  hawk:  he  trots  the  air;  the 
earth  sings  when  he  touches  it;  the  basest  horn  of 
his  hoof  is  more  musical  than  the  pipe  o£^fiermes. 

OrL  He's  of  the  colour  of  the  nutmeg. 

Dau,  And  of  the  heat  of  the  ginger.  It  is  a 
beast  for  Perseus :  he  is  pure  air  and  fire  ^ ;  and 
the  dull  elements  of  earth  and  water  never  appear 
in  him,  but  only  in  patient  stillness,  while  his  rider 
mounts  him:  he  is,  indeed,  a  horse;  and  all  other 
jades  you  may  call — ^beasts  \ 
.  Com.  Indeed,  my  lord,  it  is  a  most  absolute  and 
excellent  horse. 

'  '  He  bounds  from  the  earth,  as  if  his  entrails  were  hairs.' 
Alluding  to  the  bounding  of  tennis-balls,  which  were  stnfied 
with  hair.  Thus  in  Much  Ado  abont  Nothing : — '  The  old  or- 
naments of  his  cheek  hath  already  staffed  tennis-balls.' 

'  '  He  is  pare  air  and  fire.'  Thas  Cleopatra,  speaking  of 
herself: — 

'  I  am  atr  and  jpre;  mj  other  elements 

I  give  to  baser  life.' 
So  in  Shakspeare's  fortjr-foarth  Sonnet: — 

• so  mach  of  earth  and  water  wroaght» 

I  mast  attend  time's  leisure  with  mj  moan.' 
^gain  in  Twelfth  Night: — 

*  Do  not  our  lives  consist  of  the /our  elemenisV 
^  *  He  is,  indeed,  a  horse;  and  all  other  Jocks  you  may  call — 
heasts,*  .There  has  been  much  foolish  contention  about  this 
passage ;  the.  sense  of  which  is  plain  enough.  I  have  elsewhere 
Absenred  that  jocle  is  not  always  used  for  a  tired  or  contemptible 
horse.  The  Dauphin  means  '  that  his  charger  is  indeed  a  Aotm, 
and  alone  worthy  of  that  name ;  all  others  may  be  called  beasts 
^n  comparison  of  him.'  Beast  is  here  used  in  the  sense  of  the 
ljB.\xn  jtunentum,  contemptuously  to  signify  an  animal  oidy  fit  iix 
the  cart  or  packsaddle. 
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Dau.  It  is  the  prince  of  palfreys ;  his  neigh  is 
like  the  bidding  of  a  monarch,  and  his  countenance 
enforces  homage.' 

OrL  No  more,  cousin. 

Dau,  Nay,  the  man  hath  no  wit,  that  cannot, 
from  the  rising  of  the  lark  to  the  lodging  of  the 
lamb,  vary  deserved  praise  on  my  palfrey :  it  is  a 
theme  as  fluent  as  the  sea;  turn  the  sands  into 
eloquent  tongues,  and  my  horse  is  argument  for 
them  all:  'tis  a  subject  for  a  sovereign  to  reason 
on,  and  for  a  sovereign's  sovereign  to  ride  on ;  and 
for  the  world  (familiar  to  us,  and  unknown),  to  lay 
apart  thehr  particular  functions,  and  wonder  at  bim. 
I  once  writ  a  sonnet  in  his  praise,  and  began  thus : 
Wonder  of  nature, — 

OrL  I  have  heard  a  scmnet  begin  so  to  one's 
mistress. 

Dau.  Then  did  they  imitate  that  which  I  com- 
posed to  my  courser ;  for  my  horse  is  my  mistress. 

OrL  Your  mistress  bears,  well. 

Dau.  Mb  well;  which  is  the  prescript  praise  and 
perfection  of  a  good  and  particular  mistress. 

Con.  Mafoyiihe  other  day,  methought,  your 
mistress  shrewdly  shook  your  back. 

Dau,  So,  perhaps,  did  yours. 

Con,  Mine  was  not  bridled. 

Dau.  O!  then,  belike,  she  was  old  and  gentle; 
and  you  rode  like  a  Kerne  of  Ireland,  your  French 
hose  off,  and  in  your  strait  trossers^. 

*  *  Like  a  Kerne  of  Ireland,  yoar  French  hose  off,  and  in 
jonr  strait  trossers,*  This  expression  is  here  merely  figurative, 
as  Theobald  long  since  observed,  for  femoribus  denudatis.  Bat 
it  is  certain  that  the  Irish  irossers,  or  trowsers,  were  anciently 
the  direct  contrary  to  the  modem  garments  of  that  name.  '  Their 
trowseSf  commonly  spelt  trossers,  were  long  pantaloons  exactly 
fitted  to  the  shapej  Bolwer,  in  his  Pedigree  of  the  English 
Gallant,  1653,  says^  '  Now  oar  hose  are  made  so  close  to  oar 
breeches  that^  like  the  Irish  trossers,  they  too  manifestly  dis- 
cover the  dimensions  of  everj;  part.' — I  will  add  that  Spenser 
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Com.  You  have  good  judgment;  in  horsemaaship. 

Ikm.  Be  warned  by  me  then:  they  that  ride  so, 
and  ride  not  warily,  fall  into  foul  bogs;  I  had 
rather  have  my  horse  to  my  misk'ess. 

Cam.  I  had  as  hef  have  my  mistress  a  jade. 

Dau,  I  tell  thee,  eoastabie,  my  mistress  wears 
her  own  hair. 

Cam.  I  could  make  as  true  a  boast  as  that,  if  I 
had  a  sow  to  my  mistress. 

Dau.  Le  ckiem  ett  re^mame  d  mm  prapre  vomtise* 
meai,  et  la  truie  lavSe  am  bourkier^:  thou  makest 
use  of  any  thing. 

Com.  Yet  do  I  not  use  my  h<Nrsefor  ipy  mistress; 
or  any  sueh  proverb,  so  Mtde  kin  to  the  purpose. 

Ram.  My  lord  constable,  the  annour,  that  I 
saw  in  your  tent  to-night,  are  those  stars,  or  suns, 
upon  it? 

Can.  Stars,  my  lord. 

Dau.  Some  of  them  will  laU  to-morrQw,  I  hope. 

Con:  And  yet  my  sky  shaU  not  want. 

Dau,  That  may  be,  for  you  bear  a  many  siqper- 
fluously !  and  'twere  more  honour,  some  w&ce  away. 

Con.  Even  as  your  horse  bears  your  praises; 
who  would  trot  as  well,  were  soine  of  yoiur  brags 
dismounted. 

Dau.  'Would,  I  were  able  to  load  him  with  his 
desert!  Will  it  never  be  day  ?  I  will  trot  to-morrow 
a  mile,  and  my  way  shatt  be  paved  with  ^^glish 
faces. 

Con.  I  will  not  say  so,  for  fear  I  should  be  faced 

sajs  Chanoer'g  deseriptioii  of  Sir  Thopas  giyes  *  the  very  inaii- 
Ber  and  fashion  of  the  Irish  horseman, — in  his  loii^  him,  his 
rjding  shoes  of  costly  oordwaine,  hu  hacq«eton»  and  his  hahei^ 
geon/  &o.— iStafo  of  IrtUmdy  p,115 ;  Ed.  Dublin,  1«09. 

^  It  has  been  remarked  that  Shakspeare  was  habitnally  coaver- 
sant  with  his  bible :  we  have  here  a  strong  presanqttiTe  proof  that 
he  read  it,  at  least  occasionally,  in  French.  This  passage  win  he 
found  almost  literally  in  the  Genev^i  Bible,  1588.    S  Peter  ii  tt. 
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out  of  my  way :    But  I  wovld  it  were  morning,  for 
I  would  fain  be  about  the  ears  of  the  English. 

Ram,  Who  will  go  to  hazard  with  me  for  twenty 
Englbh  prisoners  ? 

Con.  You  must  first  go  yourself  to  hazard,  ere 
you  have  them. 

Dau.  Tis  midnight,  I'll  go  arm  mysedf.      [Ikit* 

Orl,  The  Dauphin  longs  for  mommg. 

Ram.  He  longs  to  eat  the  English. 

Con.  I  think,  he  will  eat  all  he  kills. 

OrL  By  the  white  hand  of  my  lady,  he's  a  gal- 
lant prince. 

Con.  Swear  by  her  foot,  that  she  may  tread  out 
the  oath. 

Orl,  He  is,  simply,  the  most  activo  gentleman  of 
France. 

C<m,  Doing  is  activity:  and  he  will  still  be  doing. 

Orl,  He  never  did  harm,  that  I  heard  of< 

Con.  Nor  will  do  none  to-morrow ;  he  will  keep 
that  good  name  still. 

Orl,  I  know  him  to  be  valiant. 

Con,  I  was  told  that,  by  one  that  knows  him 
better  than  you. 

Orl,  What's  he? 

Con,  Marry,  he  told  me  so  himself^  and  he  said, 
he  cared  not  who  knew  it. 

Orl.  He  needs  not,  it  is  no  hidden  virtue  in  him. 

Con*  By  my  faith,  sir,  but  it  is ;  never  any  body 
saw  it,  but  his  lackey:  'tis  a  hooded  valour;  and, 
when  it  appears,  it  will  bate^. 

•  *  'Tis  a  hooded  yaloor ;  and,  when  it  appears,  it  will  bate.* 
This  poor  pun  depends  upon  the  equivocal  use  of  hate.  When  a 
hawk  is  unhooded  her  first  action  is  to  bate  (\.  e.  beat  her  wings, 
or  flutter).  The  hawk  wants  no  courage,  but  invariably  bates 
upon  the  removal  of  her  hood.  The  Constable  would  insinuate 
by  his  double  entendre  that  the  Dauphin's  courage,  when  it  ap- 
pears (i.  e.  when  he  prepares  for  encounter),  will  hate ;  \.  e.  soon 
diminish  or  evaporate. 
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Ori.  Ill  will  never  said  well. 

Con,  I  will  cap  that  proverb  with — ^There  is  flat- 
tery  in  friendship. 

OrL  And  I  will  take  up  that  with — Give  the  devil 
his  due. 

Con.  Well  placed ;  there  stands  your  friend  for 
the  devil :  have  at  the  very  eye  of  that  proverb,  with 
— a  pox  of  the  devil. 

OrL  You  are  the  better  at  proverbs,  by  how  much 
— A  fool's  bolt  is  soon  shot. 

Com.  You  have  i^ot  over. 

OrL  Tis  not  the  first  time  you  were  overshot 

Enter  a  Messenger. 

^ess.  My  lord  high  constable,  the  English  lie 
within  fifteen  hundred  paces  of  your  tent. 

Con.  Who  hath  measured  the  ground? 

Mess.  The  Lord  Grandpr6. 

Con.  A  valiant  and  most  expert  gentleman. — 
'Would,  it  were  day '^ ! — Alas,  poor  Harry  of  Eng- 
land ! — He  longs  not  for  the  dawning,  as  we  do. 

OrL  What  a  wretched  and  peevish^  fellow  is  this 
'  king  of  England,  to  mope  with  his  fatrbrained  fol- 
lowers so  far  out  of  his  knowledge ! 

Con.  If  the  English  had  any  apprehension,  tliey 
would  run  away. 

OrL  That  they  lack;  for  if  their  heads  had  any 
intellectual  armour,  they  could  never  wear  such 
heavy  head-pieces. 

Ram.  That  island  of  England  breeds  very  vaHant 
creatures ;  their  mastiffs  are  of  unmatchable  courage. 

^  Instead  of  this  and  the  sacceeding  speeches,  the  quartoa  coa- 
olude  this  scene  with  a  coaplet : — 

*  — — —  Come,  come  awaj; 
The  son  is  high,  and  we  wear  oat  the  daj.' 
*  Peevish,  i.  e.  foolish.   Vide  note  on  Comedj  of  Errors,  Aet  ir. 
Sc.  I,  p.  172. 
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Orl,  Foolish  curs !  that  run  winkidg  into  the  mouth^ 
of  a  Russian  bear,  and  have  their  heads  crushed  like 
rotten  apples :  You  may  as  well  say, — ^that's  a  valiant 
flea,  that  dare  eat  his  breakfast  on  ihe  lip  of  a  lion. 

Con.  Just,  just;  and  the  men  do  sympathize  with 
the  mastiffs,  in  robustious  and  rough  coming  on, 
leaving  their  wits  with  their  wives ;  and  then  give 
them  great  meals  of  beef,  and  iron  and  steel,  they 
will  eat  like  wolves,  and  fight  like  devils. 

Orl.  Ay,  but  these  English  are  shrewdly  out  of 
beef. 

Can.  Then  we  shall  find  to-morrow — they  have 
only  stomachs  to  eat,  and  none  to  fight.  Now  is  it 
time  to  arm:  Come,  shall  we  about  it? 

Orl.  It  is  now  two  o'clock:  but,  let  me  see, — 
by  ten. 
We  shall  have  each  a  hundred  Englishmen. 

[Exennt. 


ACT  IV. 

Enter  Chorus. 
Chor.  Now  entertain  conjecture  of  a  time, 
When  creeping  murmur,  and  the  poring  dark, 
Fills  the  wide  vessel  of  the  universe  ^. 
From  camp  to  camp,  through  the  foul  womb  of  night. 
The  hum  of  either  army  stilly^  sounds, 

•  *  Fills  the  wide  vessel  of  the  universe.*  Warburton  says 
universe  for  horizon.  Upon  which  Johnson  remarks : — '  The 
universe,  in  its  original  sense,  no  more  means  this  globe  singly 
than  the  circuit  of  the  horizon ;  but  however  large  in  its  philo- 
sophical sense,  it  may  be  poetically  used  for  as  mueh  of  the 
world  as  falls  under  observation.' 

^  '  The  hum  of  either  army  stilly  sounds.'  This  expression 
applied  to  sound  is  not  peculiar  to  Shakspeare ;  we  have '  a  stUl 
,  small  voice*  in  the  sacred  writings,  and  Florio's  Dictionary  in 
the  word  sussurUf  has  *  a  buzzing,  a  murmuring,  a  charming,  a 
hammiog,  a  soft,  gentle,  sHU  noise,  as  of  running  water  falling 
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That  the  fix'd  sentinek  almost  reoeiye 
The  secret  whispers  of  each  other's  watch  ^  : 
Fire  answers  fire ;  and  through  their  paly  flames 
Each  battle  sees  the  other's  umber'd'^  face: 
Steed  threatens  steed  in  high  and  boastful  neighs 
Piercing  the  night's  dull  ear;  and  from  the  tents^ 
The  armourers,  accomplishing  the  knights. 
With  busy  hammers  closing  rivets  up^^ 
Give  dreadful  note  of  preparation. 
The  country  cocks  do  crow,  the  clocks  do  tolU 
And  the  third  hour  of  drowsy  morning  name. 
Proud  of  their  numbers,  and  secure  in  soul. 
The  confident  and  over-lusty  ^  French 

with  a  gentle  stream,  or  as  trees  make  with  the  wind/  &e.  It  is 
the  '  mormnre  tacito'  of  Ovid. 

^  '  The  secret  whispers  of  each  other's  watch/  Holinshed 
says  that  the  distance  heiween  the  two  armies  was  but  two  han- 
dred  and  fifty  paces :  and  again, '  at  their  coming  into  the  village 
fires  were  made  (by  the  English)  to  give  light  on  eyery  side,  as 
there  were  likewise  by  the  French  hoste/ 

*  It  has  been  said  that  the  distant  visages  of  the  soldiers 
would  appear  of  an  umber  colour  when  beheld  through  the  lig^t 
of  midnight  fires.  I  suspect  that  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
'  shadowed  face/  The  epithet  *  paly  flames'  is  against  the  other 
interpretation.  Umbre  for  shadow  is  common  in  our  elder  writers. 
Thus  Cavendish,  in  his  Metrical  Visions,  Prologue,  p.  2 :-~ 

'  Under  the  umber  of  an  oke  with  bowes  pendant.' 
^       The  armonrerers  accomplishing  the  knights, 

V^ith  busy  hammers  closing  rivets  up/ 
This  does  not  solely  refer  to  the  riveting  the  plate  armonr  before 
it  was  put  on,  but  as  to  part  when  it  was  on.  The  top  of  the 
cuirass  had  a  little  projecting  bit  of  iron  that  passed  through  a 
hole  pierced  through  the  bottom  of  the  casque.  When  both  were 
put  on,  the  smith  or  armourer  presented  himself,  with  his  civet- 
ting  hammer,  to  close  the  rwet  up ;  so  that  the  party's  head  should 
remain  steady,  notwithstanding  the  force  of  any  blow  that  might 
be  given  on  the  cuirass  or  helmet.  This  custom  prevailed  more 
{Particularly  in  tournaments.  See  Vari<§t^s  Historiqnes,  1752, 
12mo.  torn.  ii.  p.  73.    JDouce, 

*  Thecoofident  and  over-lusty  French 
Do  the  low-rated  English  play  at  dice. 

Over-Uutyt  i.  e.  over-soMcy,  Thus  in  North's  Plutarch : — '  Cas- 
sius's  soldiers  did  shewe  themselves  verie  stubborn  and  Instie 
in  the  camp.'    This  is  Steevens's  explanation,  the  word  hut% 
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Do  the  low-rated  English  play  at  dice ; 
And  chide  the  cripple  tardy-gaited  night, 
Who>  like  a  foul  and  ugly  witch,  doth  limp 
So  tediously  away.    The  poor  condemned  English, 
Like  sacrifices,  by  their  watdtful  fives 
Sit  patiently,  and  mly  ruminate 
The  morning's  danger;  and  their  gestmres  sad. 
Investing  lank-lean  cheeks  7,  and  war-worn  coats, 
Fresenteth  them  unto  the  ga^g  moon 
So  many  horrid  ghosts.     O,  now,  who  wiQ  behold 
The  royal  captain  of  this  ruin'd  band. 
Walking  £com  watch  to  watch,  firom  tent  to  tent. 
Let  him  cry — ^Praise  and  glory  on  his  head! 
"For  forth  he  goes,  and  visits  dl  his  host; 
Bids  them  good  morrow^  with  a  modest  smile ; 
And  calls  them — ^brothers,  friends,  and  countrymen. 
Upon  his  royal  face  there  is  no  note. 
How  dread  an  army  hath  enrounded  him : 
Nor  doth  he  dedicate  one  jot  of  colour 
Unto  the  weary  and  aU-watched  night; 
But  freshly  locJcs,  and  over-bears  attaint, 
With  che^ul  semblance,  and  sweet  majesty ; 
That  every  wretch,  pining  and  pale  before. 
Beholding  him,  plucks  comfort  from  his  looks : 
A  largess  universal,  like  the  sun, 
His  liberal  eye  doth  give  to  every  one. 
Thawing  cold  fear.    Then,  mean  and  gentle  all. 
Behold,  as  may  unworthiness  define, 

howerer,  was  synonymoas  with  liyely.  *  To  be  lively  or  htsHe,  to 
be  in  his  force  or  strength,  Vigeo.'  It  also  meant  '  in  good 
plight,  jdlj/  By  <  Do  the  low  rated  English  play  at  dice ;'  is 
meant  *  do  play  them  away,  or  play  for  them  it  dice.  The  cir- 
cumstance is  from  Holinsbed. 

'  * their  gestnres  sad. 

Investing  lank  lean  cheeks.' 

Thus  Sidney,  in  Astrophel,  song  2,  has; — 

*  Anger  invests  the  face  with  a  lorely  grace.' 
VOL.  v.  S  S 
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A  little  touch  of  Harry  in  the  night: 
And  so  our  scene  must  to  the  battle  fly : 
Where  (O  for  pity !)  we  shall  much  disgrace — 
With  four  or  five  most  vile  and  ragged  foils. 
Right  ill  dispos'd,  in  brawl-ridiculous, — 
The  name  of  Agincourt :  Yet,  sit  and  see; 
Minding®  true  things,  by  what  their  mockeries  be, 

[Exit. 

SCENE  I.     The  English  Camp  at  Agincourt 

Enter  King  Henry,  Bedford^  and  Glostbr. 
K.  Hem.  Oloster,  'ijts  true,  that  we  are  in  great 
danger; 
The  greater  therefore  should  our  courage  be. — 
Good  morrow,  brother  Bedford. — God  Almighty ! 
There  is  some  soul  of  goodness  in  things  evil. 
Would  men  obsenringly  distil  it  out; 
For  our  bad  neighbour  makes  us  «ariy  stirrers. 
Which  is  both  healthful,  and  good  husbandry : 
Besides,  they  are  our  outward  consciences. 
And  preachers  to  us  all ;  admonishing. 
That  We  should  dres£t  us  fairly  for  our  end^. 
Thus  may  we  gather  honey  from  the  weed. 
And  Inake  a  moral  of  the  devil  himself. 

EiUer  Erpingham^. 
Good  morrow,  old  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham : 

^  *  Mmdmg  true  things.'  To  mmd  is  thesame  as  to  call  to  re- 
membrance. Thas  Baret: — '  I  mutde  this  matter,  and  thinke  still 
that  it  is  before  my  eyes ;  in  tMsolis  animoqae  yersatnr  mihi  hac 
res.' 

^  '  That  we  should  dress  us  fairly  to  oar  end.'     Malone  took 
this  for  an  abbreviation  o(4tddres8  ns,  and  printed  it  thus,  'dress , 
us.     Steevens  very  reasonably  doubted  the  propriety   of  the 
elision,  but  would  take  dress  in  its  ordinary  acceptation.     '  To 
dress  is  to  make  ready,  to  prepare,    Paro,  Lat.' 

3  Sir  ThonMs  Erpmgkam  came  joyer  with  Bolingbroke  from  Bre- 
tagne,and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  receive  King  Richard's 
abdication.  He  %as  at  this  time  warden  of  Dover  Castle,  and 
his  arms  are  still  visible  on  the  side  of  the  Roman  Pharos. 


,y  Google 


SC.  I.  KING  HENRY  V.  471 

A  good  soft  pillow  for  that  good  white  head 
Were  better  than  a  churlish  turf  of  France. 

Erp.  Not  so,  my  liege ;  this  lodging  likes  me  better, 
Since  I  may  say — ^now  lie  I  like  a  king. 

JT.  Hen,  Tis  good  for  men  to  love  their  present 
pains. 
Upon  example ;  so  the  spirit  is  eased ; 
And,  when  th6  mind  is  quicken'd,  out  of  doubt. 
The  organs,  though  defunct'  and  dead  before. 
Break  up  their  drowsy  grave,  and  newly  move 
With  casted  slough  and  fresh  legerity^. 
Lend  me  thy  cloak,  Sir  Thomas. — Brothers  both, 
Commend  me  to  the  princes  in  our  camp ; 
Do  my  good  morrow  to  them ;  and,  anon. 
Desire  them  all  to  my  pavilion. 

Glo.  We  shall,  my  liege. 

[Exeunt  Gloster  and  Bedford. 

Erp,  Shall  I  attend  your  grace? 

K.  Hen,  No,  my  good  knight ; 

Go  with  my  brothers  to  my  lords  of  England : 
I  and  my  bosom  must  debate  a  while» 
And  then  I  would  no  other  company. 

Erp.  The  Lord  in  heaven  bless  thee,  noble  Harry ! 

[Exit  Erpingham. 

K.Hen,  God-a-mercy,  old  heart!  thou  speakest 
cheerfully. 

Enter  Pistol. 

Pist.  Qui  va  la  ? 
K,  Hen,  A  friend. 

Pist,  Discuss  unto  me;  Art  thou  officer; 
Or  art  thou  base,  common^  and  popular? 

'  <  With  casted  skugh  and  fresh  legerity,*  The  altasion  is  to 
the  casting  of  the  sloagh  or  skin  of  the  snake  annually,  by  which 
act  he  is  supposed  to  regain  new  vigour  and  fresh  youth.  Legerity 
is  lightness,  nimbleness.  L^g^ret^,  French.  The  word  is  used  by 
Ben  Jonsoo  in  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour. 
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K.  Hen.  I  am  a  genUemaii  of  a  company. 

Put,  Trailest  thou  the  puissaot  pike  ? 

K,  Hen.  £yen  so :  What  are  you? 

Pist.  As  good  a  geatl^nan  as  the  emperor* 

K.  Hen.  Then  you  are  a  better  than  the  king. 

Put.  The  king's  a  bawcock,  and  a  heart  of  gold, 
A  lad  of  life,  an  imp^  of  fame ; 
Of  parents  good,  of  fist  nkost  valiant: 
I  kiss  his  dirty  shoe,  and  from  ay  heart-strings 
I  love  the  lovely  bully.    What's  thy  name  ? 

K.  Hen.  Harry  le  Rmf. 

Fist  Lt  Roy!   a  Cornish  name:   art  thou  of 
Cornish  erew? 

K.  Hen.  No,  I  am  a  Wekhman. 

Pist.  Knowest  thou  Fluellen. 

K.  Hen.  Yes. 

Pist.  Tell  him,  111  knoek  his  leek  about  his  pate, 
Upon  Saint  Davy's  day. 

K.  Hen.  Do  not  you  wear  your  dagger  in  your 
cap  that  day,  lost  he  knock  that  dbout  yours. 

Put.  Art  thou  his  friend  ? 

K.  Hen.  And  his  kinsman  too. 

Put.  Thitfigo  for  tbee  then ! 

K.  Hen.  I  thank  you :  God  be  with  you ! 

Put.  My  name  is  Pistol  called.  [Exit. 

K.  Hen.  It  sorts  ^  well  with  your  fierceness. 

Enter  Fluellbn  and  Gower,  severally. 

Goto.  Captain  Fluellen ! 

Flu.  So !  in  the  name  of  Cheshu  ChrL^  speak 
lower.  It  is  the  greatest  admiration  in  the  universal 
'orld,  when  the  true  and  auacient  prerogatifes  and 
laws  of  the  wars  is  not  kept :  if  you  would  take  the 

^  <  An  inip  of  fame.'    See  Seeond  Part  of  King  IV.  Aet  t. 
So.  6. 
'  i.  e.  agreea,  accords.    See  Hamlet,  Act  L  So.  1. 
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pains  but  to  examine  the  wars  of  Pompey  the  Great, 
you  shall  find,  I  warrant  you,  that  there  is  no  tiddle 
'taddle,  or  pibble  pabble,  in  Pompey's  camp;  I 
warrant  you,  you  shall  find  the  ceremonies  of  the 
wars,  and  the  cares  of  it,  and  the  forms  of  it,  and 
the  sobriety  of  it,  and  the  modesty  of  it,  to  be  oi^er- 
wise. 

Gow.  Why,  the  enemy  b  loud ;  you  heard  him 
all  night. 

Fiu.  If  the  enemy  is  an  ass,  and  a  fool,  and  a 
prating  coxcomb,  is  it  meet,  think  you,  that  we 
should  also,  look  you,  be  an  ass,  and  a  fool,  and  a 
prating  coxcomb ;  in  your  own  conscience  now  ? 

Gaw.  I  will  speak  lower. 

Flu.  I  pray  you,  and  beseech  you,  that  you  will. 
[Exeunt  Gower  and  Fluellen. 

K.  Hen.  Though  it  appear  a  little  out  of  fashion. 
There  is  much  care  and  valour  in  this  Welshman. 

*^ 
Enter  Bates,  Court,  and  Williams. 

Court.  Brother  John  Bates,  is  not  that  the  morn- 
ing which  breaks  yonder? 

Bates.  I  think  it  be :  but  we  have  no  great  cause 
to  desire  the  approach  of  day. 

Will.  We  see  yonder  the  beginning  of  the  day, 
but,  I  think,  we  shall  never  see  the  end  of  it. — 
Who  goes  there? 

K.  Hen.  A  fnend. 

Will.  Under  what  captain  serve  you? 

K.  Hen.  Under  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham. 

WiU.  A  good  old  commander,  and  a  most  kind 
gentleman  :  I  pray  you,  what  thinks  he  of  our  estate  ? 

K.  Hen.  Even  as  men  wrecked  upon  a  sand,  that 
look  to  be  washed  off  the  next  tide. 

Bates.  He  hath  not  told  his  thought  to  the  kmg? 

K.  Hen.  No;  nor  it  is  not  meet  he  should.    For,^ 

s  s2 
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tfaoagh  I  speak  it  to  you,  I  diiiik,  the  king  is  but  a 
man,  as  I  am :  the  yiolet  smells  to  him»  as  it  doth 
to  me;  the  element  shows  to  him,  as  it  doth  to  me; 
all  his  senses  have  but  human  conditions^:  his  cere- 
monies laid  by,  in  his  nakedness  he  i^ppears  but  a 
man ;  and  though  his  affections  are  higher  mounted 
than  ours,  yet,  when  they  stoop,  they  stoop  with  the 
like  wing^ ;  therefore  when  he  sees  reason  of  fears, 
as  we  do,  his  fears,  out  of  doubt,  be  of  the  same 
relish  as  ours  are:  Yet,  in  reason,  no  man  should 
possess  him- with  any  appearance  of  fear,  lest  he,  by 
showing  it,  should  dishearten  his  army. 

Bates.  He  may  show  what  outward  coun^  he 
will :  but,  I  believe,  as  cold  a  night  as  'tis,  he  could 
wish  himself  in  the  Thames  up  to  the  neck ;  and  so 
I  would  he  were,  and  I  by  lum,  at  all  adventures, 
so  we  were  quit  here. 

K.  Hen,  By  my  troth,  I  will  speak  my  conscience 
of  the  king ;  I  think,  he  would  not  wish  himself  any 
where  but  where  he  is. 

Bates.  Then,  would  he  were  here  aloi^ ;  so  should 
he  be  sure  to  be  ransomed,  and  a  many  pocnr  m^i's 
lives  saved. 

K.  Hen.  I  dare  say,  you  love  him  not  so  ill,  to 
widi  him  here  alone ;  howsoever  you  speak  this,  to 
feel  other  men's  minds :  Methinks,  I  could  not  die 
any  where  so  contented,  as  in  the  king's  company ; 
his  cause  being  just,  and  his  quarrel  honourable. 

Will.  That's  more  thian  w^  know. 

Bates.  Ay,  or  more  than  we  should  seek  after; 
for  we  know  enough,  if  we  know  we  are  the  king's 

'  i.  e.  but  haman  quaKHes, 

7  <  —  though  his  affections  ar«  higher  nunmtedihBn  oars,  when 
they  stoop,  thej  stoop  with  like  wing.'  This  passage  alludes  t# 
the  ancient  sport  of  falconry.  When  the  hawk,  after  soaring 
aloft,  or  moiffiitfi^  high,  descended  in  its  flight,  it  was  said  to 
stoop. 
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subjects ;  if  his  cause  be  wrong,  our  obedience  to 
the  king  wipes  the  crime  of  it  out  of  us. 

Will,  Buty  if  the  cause  be  not  good,  the  king 
himself  hath  a  heayy  reckoning  to  make ;  when  all 
those  legs,  and  arms,  and  h^uls,  chopped  off  in  a 
battle,  shall  join  together  at  the  latter  day,  and  cr  j 
all — We  died  at  such  a  [dace;  some,  swearing; 
some,  crying  for  a  surgeon;  some,  upon  their  wives 
left  poor  behind  them ;  some,  upon  the  debts  they 
owe ;  some,  upon  their  children  rawly  ^  left.     I  am   ^ 
afeard  there  are  few  die  well,  that  die  in  battle;  for  / 
how  can  they  charitably  dispose  of  any  thing,  when  J 
blood  is  their  argument?  Now,  if  these  men  do  not 
die  well,  it  will  be  a  black  matter  for  the  king  that 
led  them  to  it ;  whom  to  disobey  were  against  all 
l^oportioo  of  subjection. 

K.  Ekn.  So,  if  a  son,  that  is  by  his  father  sent 
about  merchandbe,  do  sinfully  miscarry  upon  the 
sea,  the  imputation  of  his  wickedness,  by  your  rule, 
should  be  imposed  upon  his  father  that  sent  him :  or 
if  a  servant^  under  his  master's  command,  transport- 
ing a  sum  of  money,  be  assailed  by  robbers,  and  die  ' 
in  many  irreconciled  iniquities,  you  may  call  the 
business  of  the  master  the  author  of  tbe  servant's 
damnation: — But  this  is  not  so:  the  king  is  net 
bound  to  answer  the  particular  endings  of  hb  sol- 
diers, the  father  of  his  son,  nor  the  master  of  hia 
servant ;x  for  they  purpose  not  their  death,  when  they 
purpose  their  services.  Besides,  there  is  no  king, 
be  his  cause  never  so  spotless,  if  it  com%  to  the 
arbitrement  of  swords,  can  try  it  out  with  all  un- 
spotted soldiers.  Some,  peradventure,  have  on  ihem 
the  guilt  of  premeditated  and  contrived  murder; 
some,  of  beguiling  virgins  with  the  broken  seals  of 

*  i.  c.  their  children  left  immtUurelyt  left  young  and  helpless. 
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perjury  ^ ;  some,  making  the  wars  their  bulwark,  that 
have  before  gored  the  gentle  bosom  of  peace  with 
pillage  and  robbery.  Now,  if  these  men  have  de- 
feated the  law,  and  outrun  native  punishment^^, 
though  they  can  outstrip  men,  they  have  no  wings 
to  fly  from  God :  war  is  his  beadle,  war  is  his  ven- 
geance; so  that  here  men  are  punished,  for  before- 
breach  of  the  king's  laws,  in  now  the  king's  quarrel : 
where  they  feared  the  death,  they  have  borne  life 
away;  and  where  they  would  be  safe,  they  perish: 
Then  if  they  die  unprovided,  no  more  is  the  king 
guilty  of  their  damnation,  than  he  was  before  guilty 
of  those  impieties  for  the  which  they  are  now  visited. 
Every  subject'sduty  is  the  king's  ^^ ;  but  every  sub- 
ject's soul  is  his  own.  Therefore  should  every  sol- 
dier in  the  wars  do  as  every  sick  man  in  his  bed, 
wash  every  mote  out  of  his  conscience :  and  dying 
so,  deatii  is  to  him  advantage ;  or  not  dying,  the 
time  was  blessedly  lost,  wherein  such  preparation 
was  gained :  and,  in  him  that  escapes,  it  were  not 
sin  to  think,  that  making  God  so  free  an  offer,  he  let 
him  outlive  that  day  to  see  his  greatness,  and  to  teach 
others  how  they  should  prepare. 

Witt,  Tis  certain,  every  man  that  dies  ill,  the  ill 
is  upon  his  own  head,  the  king  is  not  to  answer  for  it. 

Bates,  I  do  not  desire  he  should  answer  for  me ; 
and  yet  I  determine  to  fight  lustily  for  him. 

K.  Hen.  I  myself  heard  the  king  say,  he  would 
not  be  ransomed. 

•  *  — tegniling  yirgins  witb  the  broken  seals  of  perjury.* 
Thas  in  the  song  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  act  of  Measure 
for  Measure: — 

*  That  so  sweetly  were  forsworn — 
Seals  of  love,  but  seal'd  in  vain.* 
'®  i.  e.  the  punishment  they  are  bom  to. 
"  *  Every  subject's  duty  is  the  king's.*     This  is  a  very  just 
dbtinction,  and  the  whole  argument  is  well  followed  and  properly 
concluded.    Johnson, 
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TTtfiL  Ay,  he  said  so,  to  make  us  fight  cheeilfully : 
but,  when  our  throats  are  cut,  he  may  be  ransomed, 
and  we  ne'er  the  wiser. 

JT.  Htn.  If.  I  lire  to  see  it,  I  will  never  trust  his 
word  after. 

WiU.  'Mass,  you'll  pay^^  him  then!  That's  a 
perilous  shot  out  of  an  elder  gun  ^^,  that  a  poor  and 
private  displeasure  can  do  against  a  monarch !  you 
may  as  well  go  about  to  turn  the  sun  to  ice,  with 
fanning  in  his  face  with  a  peacock's  feather.  You'll 
never  trust  his  word  after!  come,  'tis  a  foolish 
saying. 

K.  Hen.  Your  reproof  is  something  too  round  ^^; 
I  should  be  angry  with  you,  if  the  time  were  con- 
venient. 

WUl.  Let  it  be  a  quarrel  between  us,  if  you  live. 

K,  Hen.  I  embmce  it. 

Will.  How  shall  I  know  thee  again  ? 

K.  Hen.  Give  me  any  gage  of  thine,  and  I  will 
wear  it  in  my  bonnet :  Ihen,  if  ever  thou  darest 
acknowledge  it,  I  will  make  it  my  quarrel. 

WiU.  Here's  my  glove,  give  me  another  of  thine. 

K.Hen.  There. 

Will.  This  will  I  also  wear  in  my  cap :  if  ever 
thou  come  to  me  and  say,  after  to-morrow.  This  is 
my  glove,  by  this  hand,  I  will  take  thee  a  box  on 
the  ear. 

K.  Hen.  If  ever  I  live  to  see  it,  I  will  challenge  it. 

Wm.  Thou  darest  as  well  be  hanged. 

K.  Hen.  Well,  I  will  do  it,  though  I  take  thee  in 
the  kingf s  company. 

Will.  Keep  thy  word :  fare  thee  well. 

13  To  pay  here  signifiei  to  bring  to  accoiiDt,  to  pmish. 

M  <  That's  m  peril  oat  ihot  out  of  an  elder  gnu.'  In  the  qaarto 
the  thought  is  more  opened'—It  is  a  great  duphasure  that  an 
elder  gum  cam  do  against  a  cannon,  or  a  subject  against  a  monarch. 

^*  *  Too  round*  is  too  rough,  too  nnceremonioos.  Thns  in 
Hamlet,  Polonias  sajs  '  Praj  jon  be  round  with  him.' 
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Boies,  Be  friendsy  you  English  fools,  be  friends; 
we  have  French  quarrels  enough,  if  you  could,  tell 
~  low  to  reckon. 

K.  Hen,    Indeed,   the  French  may  lay  twenty 
French  crowns  to  one,  they  will  beat  us ;  for  they 
bear  them  on  their  shoulders :  But  it  is  no  English 
treason  to  cut  French  crowns ;  and,  to-morrow,  the 
king  himself  will  be  a  clipper.        [Exeunt  Soldiers. 
Upon  the  king  " !  let  us  our  lives,  our  souls. 
Our  debts,  our  careful  wives,  our  children,  and  . 
Our  sins,  lay  on  the  king  ;^-we  must  bear  all. 
O  hard  condition !  twin-bom  with  greatness^ 
Subjected  to  the  breath  of  every  fool. 
Whose  sense  no  more  can  feel  but  his  own  wringing ! 
What  infinite  heart's  ease  must  kings  neglect. 
That  private  men  enjoy  ? 

And  what  have  kings,  that  privates  have  not  too. 
Save  ceremony,  save  general  ceremony  ? 
And  what  art  thou,  thou  idol  ceremony? 
What  kind  of  god  art  thou,  that  suffer'st  more 
Of  mortal  griefs,  than  do  thy  worshippers  ? 
What  are  Uiy  rents?  what  are  thy  comings  in? 

0  ceremony,  show  me  but  thy  worth ! 
What  is  thy  soul  of  adoration  ^^? 

>^  *  Upon  the  king.'  There  is  something  very  striking  and 
solemn  in  the  soliloquy  into  which  the  king  breaks  immediately 
as  soon  as  he  is  left  alone.  Something  like  this  every  breast  has 
felt  Reflection  and  serioasness  rash  npon  the  mind  opon  the 
separation  of  gay  company,  and  especially  after  forced  and  un- 
willing merriment  Johnson,  This  beantifnl  speech  was  added 
lafter  Uie  first  edition. 

'*  <  What  is  ihy  soal  of  adoration?'  This  is  the  reading  of  the 
old  copy,  which  Malone  changed  to : — 

'  What  is  the  sonl  of  adoration  f 

1  think  erroneonsly.  The  present  reading  is  snflieieBtly  intelli- 
gible, *  O  ceremony,  show  me  what  yalae  thoa  art  of?  What  is 
thy  son!  or  esisence  of  external  worship  or  adoration  t  Art  thom^ 
&c.'  If  Malone's  reading  is  adopted,  it  woald  be  necessary  to 
read  '  Are  they,*  &c.  because  ceremony  and  adoration  are  then 
both  personified. 
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Art  thou  aught  else  but  place^  degree,  and  form, 

Greatmg  awe  and  fear  in  other  men? 

Wherein  thou  art  less  happy,  being  fear'd, 

Than  they  in  fearing. 

What  drink'st  thou  oft,  insteiad  of  homage  sweet, 

But  poison'd  flattery  ?  O,  be  sick,  great  greatness. 

And  bid  thy  ceremony  give  thee  cure ! 

Think'st  thou,  the  fiery  fever  will  go  out 

With  titles  blown  from  adulation  ? 

Will  it  give  place  to  flexure  and  low  bending  ? 

Canst  thou,  when  thou  command'st  the  beggar's  knee. 

Command  the  health  of  it?    No,  thou  proud  dream. 

That  play'st  so  subtly  with  a  king's  repose : 

I  am  a  king,  that  find  thee ;  and  I  know, 

Tis  not  the  balm,  the  sceptre,  and  the  ball, 

The  sword,  the  mace,  the  crown  imperial. 

The  inter-tissued  robe  of  gold  and  pearl. 

The  farced  ^^  title  running  'fore  the  king. 

The  throne  he  sits  on,  nor  the  tide  of  pomp 

That  beats  upon  the  high  shore  of  this  world,    • 

Nd^  not  all  these,  thrice-gorgeous  ceremony. 

Not  all  these,  laid  in  bed  majestical, 

Can  sleep  so  soundly  as  the  wretched  slave ; 

Who,  with  a  body  fiU'd,  and  vacant  mind. 

Gets  him  to  rest,  cramm'd  with  distressful  bread  ^^; 

Never  sees  horrid  night,  the  child  of  hell ; 

But,  like  a  lackey,,  from  the  rise  to  set. 

Sweats  in  the  eye  of  Phoebus,  and  all  night 

Sleeps  in  Elysium;  next  dayj  after  daivn, 

17  Farced  is  staffed.  The  tumid  puffy  titles  with  which  a 
king's  name  is  introduced. 

*®  *  —  cramm'd  with  distressful  bread.'  However  oddlj  this 
may  sound  to  modern  ears,  it  was  sufficiently  intelligible  to  our 
ancestors.  Distressful  bread  is  the  bread  or  food  of  poverty ; 
Mensa  angusta.  Johnson  observes  that  these-  lines  are  exqui- 
sitely pleasing.  *  To  sweat  in  the  eye  of  Phcebus/  and  '  to 
sleep  in  Elysium/  are  expressions  very  poetical. 
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Doth  rise,  and  help  Hyperion  ^^  to  his  horse ; 
And  follows  so  the  ever-ruimuig  year 
With  profitable  labour,  to  his  grave : 
And,  but  for  ceremony,  such  a  wretch. 
Winding  up  days  with  toil,  and  nights  with  sleep, 
IJad  the  fore-hand  and  vantage  of  a  king. 
The  slave,  a  meniber  of  the  country's  peace. 
Enjoys  it;  but  in  gross  brain  little  wots. 
What  watch  the  lung  keeps  to  maintain  the  peace. 
Whose  hours  the  peasant  best  advantages^. 

Enter  Erpingham. 

Erp,  My  lord,  your  nobles,  jealous  of  your  ab- 
sence. 
Seek  through  your  camp  to  find  you. 

K.  Hen,  Good  old  kni^t. 

Collect  them  all  togetb^  at  my  t^t: 
I'll  be  before  thee. 

Erp.  I  shall  do't,  my  lord.      [Exit. 

K,  Hen*  O .  God  of  batdes !   steel  my  soldiers' 
hearts! 
Possess  them  not  with  fear :  take  from  th^n  now^^ 

I'  Apollo.    See  Hamlet,  Acti.  Sc.  2. 
30  « |>,it  little  wotg 

What  watch  the  king  keeps  to  maintain  the  peace. 

Whose  hoars  the  peasant  best  advantages.' 
He  little  knows  at  the  expense  of  how  much  rojal  vigilance  that 
peace,  which  brings  most  advantage  to  the  peasant,  is  maintained. 
To  advantage  is  a  verb  used  bj  Sbakspeare  in  other  ^oet.    It 
was  formerly  in  general  vbc. 

21  « take  from  them  now 

The  sense  of  reckoning  of  the  opposed  numbers : 

Pluck  their  hearts  from  them  not  to-daj,  O  Lord ! 

O  not  to-daj !  Think  not  upon/  &c. 
The  CoHq  points  the  last  two  lines  thus: — 

'  Pluck  their  hearts  from  them.    Not  to-daj,  O  Lord! 

O  not  to-daj,  think  not  upon,'  &c. 
Theobald  proposed  '  lest  the  opposed  numbers.'    And  Mr.  Tjr- 
whitt,  '  >f  the  opposed  numbers;'  which  last  rending  has  I 
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The  sense  of  reckoning  of  the  opposed  numbers : 
Pluck  their  hearts  from  them  not  to-day,  O  Lord ! 

0  not  to-day !  Think  not  upon  the  fault 
My  father  made  in  compassing  the  crown ! 

1  Richard's  body  have  interred  new; 

And  on  it  have  bestow'd  more  contrite  tears. 
Than  from  it  issued  forced  drops  of  blood. 
Five  hundred  poor  I  have  in  yearly  pay. 
Who  twice  a  day  their  withered  hands  hold  up 
Toward  heaven,  to  pardon  blood;  and  I  have  built 
I  Two  chantries  ^,  where  the  sad  and  solemn  priests 
Sing  still  for  Kichard's  soul.     More  will  I  do : 
Though  all  that  I,  can  do,  is  nothing  worth; 
Since  that  my  penitence  comes  after  all. 
Imploring  pardon. 

Enter  Gloster. 

Glo.  My  liege ! 

K.  Hen.         My  brother  Gloster's  voice? — Ay; 
I  know  thy  errand,  I  will  go  with  thee : — 
The  day,  my  friends,  and  all  things  stay  for  me. 

[Exeunt. 

adopted  by  MaIone>  and  accompanied  with  yery  wordy  bat  nn- 
satisfaotory  reasons.    For  the  present  arrangement  of  the  text  I 
9m  answeiuble.    The  quarto  reads : — 

'  Take  from  them  now  the  sense  of  reckoning. 
That  the  opposed  multitudes  which  stand  before  them 
May  not  appal  their  courage.' 
The  late  editions  exhibit  the  passage  thus  :— 
t  ______  take  from  them  now 

The  sense  of  reckoning,  if  the  opposed  numbers 
Pluck  their  hearts  from  them ! — Not  to<day,  O  Lor4, 
O  not  to-day,  think  not  upon,'  &c. 
^  '  Two  chantries.'     One  of  these  was  for  Carthusian  monks, 
and  was  called  Bethlehem;  the  other  was  for  religious  men  and 
-women  of  the  order  of  Saint  Bridget,  and  was  named  Sion,  They 
were  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Thames,  and  adjoined  the  royal 
manor  of  Sheen,  now  called  Richmond. 

VOL.  v.  T  T 
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SCENE  II.     The  French  Camp. 

Enter  Dauphin,  Orleans,  Rambures,  and 

Others, 

OrL  The  sun  doth  gild  our  armour ;  up,  my  lords. 
Dau.  Mantez  d  ckeval: — My  horse  !  valet!  lac- 

quay?  ha! 
Orl.  O  brave  spirit ! 

Dau.   Via  ^ ! — les  eaux  et  la  terre 

Orl.  Rienpuis?  Vairetlefeu 

Dau.  Ciel!  cousin  Orleans. 

Enter  Constable. 

Now,  my  lord  Constable. 

Coit.Hark,how  our  steeds  for  present  serrice  neigh. 

Dau.  Mount  them,  and  make  incision  in  their  hides ; 
That  their  hot  blood  may  spin  in  English  eyes. 
And  doubt*  them  with  superfluous  courage :  Ha! 

Ram.  What,  will  you  have  them  weep  our  horses' 
blood? 
How  shall  we  then  behold  their  natural  tears  ? 

Enter  a  Messenger. 
.  Mess.The  English  are  embattled,y  ou  French  peers. 
Can.  To  horse,  you  gallant  princes !  straight  to 
horse ! 

1  Via^  an  exclamation  of  encoaragement,  on  away  ;  of  Italian 
origin.     See  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  Act  ii.  Sc.  2. 

2  *  That  their  hot  blood  may  spin  in  English  eyes,  * 
And  doubt  them  with  snperflnoas  courage.^ 

This  is  the  reading  of  the  folio,  which  Midone  has  altered  to 
dout,  i.  e.  do  out  in  provincial  language.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  the  substitution.  To  doubt y  in  former 
times,  signified  to  redoubt,  to  awe,  to  fear,  or  make  afraid ;  as 
well  as  to  suspect  or  mistrust.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  suggested  that  the 
word  might  have  such  a  meaning.  The  reader  may  satisfy  him- 
self by  reference  to  Cotgrave's  French  Dictionary  in  v.  Douter. 
Vide  note  on  Hamlet,'Act  i.  Sc.  4. 
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Do  but  behold  yon  poor  and  starved  band. 

And  your  fair  show  shall  suck  away  their  souls, 

Leaying  them  but  the  shales  and  husks  of  men. 

"Riere  is  not  work  enough  for  all  our  hands ; 

Scarce  blood  enough  in  all  their  sickly  veins. 

To  give  each  naked  curtle-ax  a  stain. 

That  our  French  gallants  shall  to-day  draw  out, 

And  sheath  for  lack  of  spoi-t:  let  us  but  blow  on  them, 

The  vapour  of  our  valour  will  o'ertum  them. 

Tis  positive  'gainst  all  exceptions,  lords, 

That  our  superfluous  lackeys,  and  our  peasants, — 

Who,  in  unnecessary  action,  swarm 

About  our  squares  of  battle^, — ^were  enough 

To  purge  thb  field  of  such  a  hilding'^  foe; 

Though  we,  upon  this  mountam's  basis  by 

Took  stand  for  idle  speculation : 

But  that  our  honours  must  not.     Whafs  to  say? 

A  very  httle  little  let  us  do. 

And  sdl  is  done.    Then  let  the  trumpets  sound 

The  tucket-sonuance^,  and  the  note  to  mount: 

For  our  approach  shall  so  much  dare  the  field. 

That  England  shall  couch  down  in  fear,  and  yield. 

'  '  About  our  squares  of  battle/    Thus  in  Antony  and  Cleo- 
patra:— 


•  no  practice  had 


In  the  brave  squares  of  battle.' 

*  *  A  kilding  foe'  is  a  paltry,  cowardly,  base  foe.  Thas  in 
All's  Well  that  Ends  Well,  the  French  lords  call  Bertram  '  a 

*  *  The  tucket  sonnance/  &c.  He  uses  the  terms  of  the  field 
as  if  t6ey  -were  going  oat  only  to  chase  for  sport.  To  dare  the 
field  is  a  phrase  in  falconry.  Birds  are  dared  when  by  the 
falcon  in  the  air  they  are  terrified  from  rising  so  as  to  be  taken 
by  hand.  Snch  an  easy  capture  the  lords  expected  to  make  of 
the  English.  The  tucket-somuance  was  a  floorish  on  the  trumpet 
as  a  signal  to  prepare  to  march.  The  phrase  is  derived  from  the 
Italian  toccaia^  a  prelude  or  flourish,  and  suonanxa,  a  sound,  a  re- 
souiiding.  Thus  in  the  Devil's  Law  Case,  1623,  two  tuckets  by 
two  several  trumpets. 
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Enter  Grandpre. 

Grand.  Why  do  you  stay  so  long,  my  lords  <^ 
France? 
Yon  island  carrions^,  desperate  of  their  bones, 
lU-favour'dly  become  the  morning  field : 
Their  ragged  curtains^  poorly  are  let  loose, 
And  our  air  shakes  them  passing  scornfully. 
Big  Mars  seems  bankrupt  m  their  beggar'd  host, 
And  faintly  through  a  rusty-beaver  peeps. 
Their  horsemen  sit  like  fixed  candlesticks^. 
With  torch-staves  in  their  hand :  and  their  poor  jades 
Lob  down  their  heads,  dropping  the  hides  and  hips; 
The  gum  down-roping  from  their  pale-dead  eyes ; 
And  in  their  pale  dull  mouths  the  gimmal^  bit 
Lies  foul  with  chew'd  grass,  still  and  motionless; 
And  their  executors,  the  knavish  crows, 

*  '  Yon  island  carrions/  Tbe  description  of  the  English  is 
foonded  on  Holioshed's  melancholy  account,  speaking  of  the 
inarch  from  Harfleor  to  Aginconrt:^'  The  Eaglislimen  were 
brought  into  great  misery  in  this  jonrney ;  their  yictnal  was  in 
a  manner  all  spent,  and  now  conld  they  get  none : — rest  none 
ooold  they  take,  for  their  enemies  were  ever  at  hand  to  give  tbem 
allarmes :  daily  it  rained,  and  nightly  it  freezed ;  of  fewel  there 
was  great  scarcity,  but  of  flaxes  great  plenty ;  money  tliey  had 
enoogh,  bnt  wares  to  bestow  it  npon,  for  their  releife  or  oom- 
forte,  had  they  little  or  none.' 

7  Their  ragged  cwrtams  ar«  their  coUmrs, 

*  Their  horsemen  sit  like  fixed  candlesticks. 
With  torch-stares  in  their  hand,'  &c. 

Ancient  candlesticks  were  often  in  the  form  of  human  figures 
holding  the  socket,  for  the  lights,  in  their  extended  bands.  They 
are  mentioned  in  Vittoria  Corombana,  1612 : — '  He  showed  like 
a  pewter  candlestick,  fashioned  like  a  man  in  armour,  holding  a 
tilting  staff  in  his  hand  little  bigger  than  a  candle.'  One  of  these 
candlesticks,  representing  a  man  in  armour,  is  in  the  possession 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Douce.  A  wood  cut  of  it  is  in  the  Tarioram 
edition  of  Shakspeare. 

*  The  gimwuU  hit  was  probably  a  bit  in  which  two  parts  or  links 
were  united,  as  in  the  gimmal  ring,  so  called  because  tiiey  were 
double  linked,  from  gemellus,  Lat. 
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Fly  o'er  them  all,  impatient  for  their  hour. 
Description  cannot  suit  itself  in  words. 
To  demonstrate  the  life  of  such  a  battle. 
In  life  so  lifeless  as  it  shows  itself. 

C&n.  They  have  said  their  prayers,  and  th^y  stay 
for  death. 

Dau.  Shall  we  go  send  them  dinners,  and  fresh  suits. 
And  give  their  fasting  horses  provender. 
And  after  fight  with  them  ? 

Ccn.  I  stay  but  for  my  guard  ^° ;  On,  to  the  field : 
I  will  the  banner  from  a  trumpet  take. 
And  use  it  for  my  haste.     Come,  come,  away! 
The  sun  is  high,  and  we  outwear  the  day.  [Exeunt, 

SCENE  III.     The  Enghsh  Camp. 

Enter  the  English  Host;  Gloster,  Bedford, 
Exeter,  Salisbury,  and  Westmoreland. 

Glo.  Where  is  the  king? 

Bed,  The  king  himself  is  rode  to  view  their  battle. 
West.  Of  fighting  men  they  have  full  threescore 
thousand. 

1®  *  I  stay  but  for  mj  guard,*  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Steerens 
were  of  opinion  that  guard  here  means  rather  something  of  orna- 
ment, than  an  attendant  or  attendants.  Malone  has  saccessfally 
combated  their  opinion.  Holinshed,  speaking  of  the-  French, 
says  : — *  They  thought  themselves  so  sure  of  victory,  that  diverse 
of  the  noblemen  made  such  haste  toward  the  battle,  that  they  left 
many  of  their  servants  and  men  of  tear  behind  them,  and  some  of 
them  would  not  once  ataiy  for  their  standards ;  as  amongst  other 
the  duke  of  Brabant,  when  his  standard  was  not  come,  caused  a 
banner  to  be  taken  from  a  trumpet^  and  fastened  to  a  speare,  the 
which  he  commanded  to  be  borne  before  him,  instead  of  a  stand- 
ard.' I  will  add  what  Malone  does  not  seem  to  have  known, 
every  prince,  commander,  and  chief  officer  had  his  attendant 
guard,  or  squire  of  the  body,  as  he  was  sometimes  called;  in 
French  garde-durcorps.  Even  every  gendarme,  pr  complete  man  at 
arms,  had  his  attendant  archer,  and  they  were  both  persoivB  of 
distinction.  The  reader  who  wishes  for  proof  of  this  may  consult 
Nicot  Thr^sor  de  la  Langue  FrangoisCj  under  the  v/ords  garde  and 
gendarme.  T  T  2 
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Exe.  There's  five  to  one ;  besides,  they  all  are  fresh. 

Sal.  God's  arm  strike  with  us !  'tis  a  £earfiil  edds. 
God  be  wi'  you,  princes  all ;  I'll  to  my  charge ; 
If  we  no  more  meet»  till  we  meet  in  h^enren. 
Then,  joyfWly, — my  noble  lord  of  Bedford, — 
My  dear  lord  Gloster, — and  my  good  lord  Exeter, 
And  my  kind  kinsman  ^, — warrk>rs  all,  adieu ! 

Bed.  Farewell,  ^^ood  Sahsbury ;  and  good  luCk 
go  with  thee ! 

Exe.  Farewell,  kkd  lord ;  fight  valianUy  to-^ay : 
And  yet  I  do  thee  wrong,  to  mind  thee  of  it. 
For  thou  art  fram'd  of  the  firm  truth  of  valour. 

[ExH  Salisbury. 

Bed.  He  is  as  full  of  valour,  as  of  kindness ; 
Princely  in  hoik. 

West,  O  that  we  now  had  here 

Enter  King  Henry. 

But  one  ten  thousand  of  those  men  in  England,- 
That  do  no  work  to-day ! 

K.  Hem.  What's  he,  that  wishes  so? 

My  cousin  Westmoreland  ^  ? — No,  my  feir  cousin : 
If  we  are  mark'd  to*  die,  we  are  enough 
To  do  our  country  loss ;  and  if  to  live. 
The  fewer  men,  the  greater  share  of  honour. 
God's  will !  I  pray  thee,  wish  not  one  man  more. 
By  Jove,  I  am  not  covetous  for  gold ; 

'  '  And  mj  kind  kinsman.'  This  is  addressed  to  Westmore- 
land bj  the  speaker,  who  was  Thomas  Montacute,  earl  of  Salis- 
bury :  he  was  not  in  point  of  fact  related  to  Westmoreland,  there 
was  only  a  kind  of  connection  by  marriage  between  their  families. 

^  In  the  qnarto  this  speech  is  addressed  to  Warwick.  The  in- 
congraity  of  praying  like  a  Chrbtian  and  swearing  likeu  heathen, 
which  Johnson  objects  against,  arose  from  the  necessary  con- 
formation to  the  statute  3  James  I.  c.  xxi.  against  introducing  the 
sacred  name  on  the  stage.  The  players  omitted  it  where  they 
could,  and  where  the  metre  would  not  allow  of  the  omission  they 
substituted  some  other  word  in  its  place. 


,y  Google 


SC.  III.  KING  HENRY  V.  487 

Nor  care  I^  wiio  dotbfeed  upon  my  cost; 

It  yearns^  me  myt,  if  men  my  garments  wear; 

Such  outward  things  dwell  not  in  my  desires : 

But,  if  it  be  a  sin  to  cov^  honour, 

I  am  the  most  offending  soul  alive. 

No,  'faitii,  my  coz,  wish  not  a  man  firom  England : 

God's  peace!  I  would  not  lose  so  great  an  honour. 

As  one  man  more,  methinks,  would  share  from  me. 

Tor  the  best  hope  I  have.  O,  do  not  wish  one  more : 

Rather  proclaim  it,  Westmoreland,  through  my  host. 

That  he,  which  hath  no  stomach  to  this  fight. 

Let  him  depart;  his  passport  shall  be  made. 

And  crowns  for  convoy  put  into  his  purse : 

We  would  not  die  in  that  man's  company 

That  fears  his  fellowship  to  die  with  us. 

This  day  ift  call'd — the  feast  of  Crispian  * : 

He,  that  outlives  this  day,  and  comes  safe  home. 

Will  stand  a  tip-toe  when  this  day  is  nam'd. 

And  rouse  him  at  the  name  of  Crispian. 

He,  that  shall  live  this  day,  and  see  old  age. 

Will  yearly  on  the  vigil  feast  his  friends. 

And  say — ^to-morrow  is  Saint  Crispian : 

Then  will  he  strip  his  sleeve,  and  show  his  scars. 

And  say,  these  wounds  I  had  on  Crispin's  day. 

Old  men  forget;  yet  all  shall  be  forgot, 

'  To  yearn  i»  to  grieve  or  yex.  Thus  in  The  Merry  Wires  of 
Windsor : — '  She  laments  for  it  that  it  would  yearn  jour  heart  to 
see  it.' 

*  <  The  feast  of  Crispian.'  The  battle  of  A^conrt  was  fought 
upon  the  25th  of  October,  1415.  The  saints  who  gave  name  to 
the  day  were  Crispin  and  Crispianns,  brethren,  bom  at  Rome, 
from  whence  they  travelled  to  Soissons,  in  France,  about  the  year 
303,  to  propagate  Christianity,' but  because  they  would  not  be 
chargeable  to  others  for  their  maintenance,  tiiey  exercised  the 
trade  of  shoemakers ;  the  governor  of  the  town  discovering  them 
to  be  Christians,  ordered  them  to  be  beheaded.  Hence  they  have 
become  the  patron  saints  of  shoemakers.  The  vigU  is^the  even- 
ing before  the  festival. 
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But  hell  remember,  with  adyantages^. 

What  ^ts  he  did  that  day;  Then  shall  our  names, 

Familiar  in  their  mouths  as  household  words, — 

Harry  the  king,  Bedford  and  Exeter, 

Warwick  and  Talbot,  Salisbury  and  Gloster, — 

Be  in  their  flowing  cups  freshly  remember'd : 

This  story  shall  the  good  man  teach  his  son ; 

^nd  Crispin  Crispian  shall  ne'er  go  by. 

From  this  day  to  the  ending  of  the  world  ^, 

But  we  in  it  shall  be  remembered : 

We  few,  we  happy  few,  we  band  of  brothers ; 

For  he,,  to-day  that  sheds  his  blood  with  me, 

Shall  be  my  brother ;  be  he  ne'er  so  vile. 

This  day  shall  gentle  his  condition^ : 

And  gentlemen  in  England,  now  a-bed. 

Shall  thii^k  themselves  accurs'd,  they  were  not  here; 

And  hold  their  manhoods  cheap,. while  any  speaks. 

That  fought  with  us  upon  Saint  Crispin's  day. 

Enter  Salisbury. 
Sal.  My  sovereign  lord,  bestow  yourself  with 


^  '  With  advantages/  Old  men,  notwithstanding^  the  natural 
forge tfidness  of  old  age,  shall  remember  their  feats  of  this  daj, 
and  remember  to  tell  them  with  advantage.  Age  is  commonly 
boastful,  and  inclined  to  magnify  past  acts  and  past  times. 

^  '  From  this  day  to  the  ending,'  &c.  Johnson  has  a  note  on 
this  passage,  which  concludes  by  saying  that  *  the  civil  wars  have 
left  in  the  nation  scarcely  any  tradition  of  more  ancient  history.' 
Nothing  can  be  more  erroneous,  as  Mr.  Pye  observes ;  *  the  bat- 
tles of  Creci  and  Aginconrt  are  better  known  than  those  of  Edge- 
hill  and  Marston-moor.'  The  fact  is,  that  the  most  popular  parts 
of  English  history  are  the  historical  piays  of  Shakspeare. 

7  i.  e.  shall  advance  him  to  the  rank  of  a  gentleman.  King 
Henry  V.  inhibited  any  person  but  sach  as  had  a  right  by  inheri- 
tance or  grant,  from  bearing  coats  of  arms,  except  those  who 
fought  with  him  at  the  battle  of  Aginconrt ;  and  these  last  were 
allowed  the  chief  seats  at  all  feasts  and  public  meetings.  Vide 
Anstis's  Order  of  the  Garter,  vol.  ii.  p.  108. 
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The  French  are  bravely®  in  their  battles  set> 
And  will  with  all  exp^ence^  charge  on  us. 

K.  Hen,  All  things  are  ready,  if  our  minds  be  so. 

ITesf  .Perish  the  man^whose  mind  is  backward  ndw ! 
.  K.  Hen,  Thou  dost  not  wish  more  help  from  Eng- 
land, cousin? 

West.  God's  will,  my  liege,  'would  you  and  I  alone. 
Without  more  help,  might  fight  this  battle  out ! 

JT.  Hen.  Why,  now  thou  hast  unwish'd  five  thou- 
sand men  ^^ ; 
Which  likes  me  better,  than  to  wish  us  one. — 
You  know  your  places :  God  be  with  yoti  all ! 

Tucket.    Enter  Montjoy. 

Mont.  Once  more  I  come  to  know  of  thee.  King 
Harry, 
If  for  thy  ransome  thou  wilt  now  compound, 
Before  thy  most  assured  overthrow  t 
For,  certainly,  thou  art  so  near  the  gulf. 
Thou  needs  must  be  englutted.     Besides,  in  mercy. 
The  Constable  desires  thee — thou  wilt  mind^^ 
Thy  followers  of  repentance ;  that  their  souls 
May  make  a  peaceful  and  a  sweet  retire 
From  off  these  fields,  where  (wretches)  their  poor 

bodies 
Must  lie  and  fester. 

K.  Hen.  Who  hath  sent  thee  now  ? 

Mont.  The  Constable  of  France. 

*  i.  e.  in  a  brarving  manner.  '  To  go  hravely  is  to  look  alofit ; 
and  to  go  gaily,  desiring  to  hare  the  preeminence :  Speciose  in- 
gredi ;  /otre  U  brave.* 

'  i.  e.  expedition. 

w  *  —  thon  hast  unwished  fiye  thousand  men.*  By  wishing 
only  thyself  and  me,  thou  hast  wished  five  thousand  men  away. 
The  poet,  inattentiye  to  numbers,  puts  jive  thousand,  but  in  the 
last  scene  the  French  are  said  to  be  full  three  score  thousand^ 
which  Exeter  declares  to  be  five  to  one ;  the  numbers  of  the 
English  are  variously  stated,  Holinshed  makes  them  fifteen 
thousand,  others  but  nine  thousand. 

>i  Espedtence,  it  has  been  before  observed,  is  espeditim. 
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K*  Ifen.  I  pray  thee,  bear  my  former  answer  back; 
Bid  them  achieye  me,  and  then  sell  my  bones; 
Good  God !  why  should  they  mock  poor  fellows  thus  ? 
The  man,  that  once  did  sell  the  lion's  skin 
While  the  beast  liv*d,  was  kill'd  with  hunting  him. 
A  many  of  our  bodies  shall,  no  doubt. 
Find  native  graves ;  upon  the  which,  I  trust. 
Shall  witness  live  in  brass  ^^  of  this  day's  work : 
And  those  that  leave  their  vaUant  bones  in  France, 
Dying  like  men,  though  buried  in  your  dunghills. 
They  shall  be  fam'd ;  for  there  the  sun  shall  greet  them, 
Anc[  draw  their  honours  reeking  up  to  heaven; 
I  Leaving  their  earthly  parts  to  choke  your  clime. 
The  smell  whereof  shall  breed  a  plague  in  France. 
Mark  then  abounding  valour  in  our  English  ^^; 

*'  1.  e.  in  brazen  plates  anciently  let  into  tombstones. 

"  Mark  then  tAoundmg  raloor  in  our  English ; 
That  being  dead,  like  to  the  ballet's  grazing. 
Break  oat  into  a  second  coarse  of  mischief. 
Killing  in  relapse  of  mortality.' 
Theobald,  with  orer  basj  zeal  for  emendation,  changed  abtmni- 
ing  into  a  boundingf  and  fonnd  the  allasion  exceedingly  beaatifal, 
comparing  the  revival  of  the  English  valoar  to  the  reboanding  of 
a  cannon  ball.  There  is,  as  asaal,  an  idle  controversy  between 
Malone  and  Steeveas,  the  one  preferring  the  old  reading;  and 
the  other,  from  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  his  rival,  wluch  ever 
gaided  him,  sapporting  Theobald's  alteration.  Malone  groonded 
his  opinion  npon  the  reading  of  the  qaarto,  '  abondant  valour,'  a 
phrase  ased  again  by  Shakspeare  in  King  Richard  III.  Bat  neither 
of  them  saw  that  the  very  constraction  shows  Theobald's  alteration 
to  be  wrong.  It  is  plain  that  none  of  the  commentators  understood 
the  passage ;  for  Johnson  acknowledges  that  he  does  not  know  what 
to  make  of  killing  m  relapse  of  mortality ,  of  the  meaning  of  which 
Steevens  also  displays  his  ignorance  in  attempting  to  explain  it. 
The  sense  of  the  passage  is  clearly  this : — '  Mark  then  bow 
valoar  abounds  in  our  English ;  that  (who)  being  dead,  like  an 
almost  spent  bullet  glancing  npon  some  object,  break  out  into  a 
second  course  of  mischief,  killing  even  in  their  mortal  relapse  to 
mother  earth.'  This  putrid  valow,  as  Johnson  pleasantly  cidls  it, 
is  common  to  the  descriptions  of  other  poets.  Steevens  refers  to 
Lncan,  lib.  vii.  v.  821,  and  to  Corneille,  who  has  imitated  Lnoan 
in  the  first  speech  of  his  Pomp^e,  where  we  find"^ 

'  Et  dont  les  troncs  ponrris  exhalent  dans  les  vents, 
De  quoi  faire  la  gaerre  an  reste  des  vivants.' 
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That,  being' dead,  like  to4;he  bullet's  grazing, 
Break  out  into  a  second  course  of  mischief, 

(Killing  in  relapse  of  mortality. 
Let  me  speak  proudly ; — Tell  the  Constable, 
"We  are  but  warriors  for  the  working-day : 

.  Our  gayness,  and  our  gilt^*,  are  all  besmirched  . 
With  rainy  marching  in  the  painful  field ; 
There's  not  a  piece  of  feather  in  our  host 
(Good  argument,  I  hope,  we  shall  not  fiy). 
And  time  hath  worn  us  into  slovenry : 
But,  by  the  mass,  our  hearts  are  in  the  trim : 
And  my  poor  soldiers  tell  me — yet  ere  night 
They'll  be  in  fresher  robes ;  or  they  will  pluck 
The  gay  new  coats  o'er  the  French  soldiers'  heads. 
And  turn  them  out  of  service.     If  they  do  this 
(As,  if  God  please,  they  shall),  my  ransome  then 
Will  soon  be  levied.  Herald,  save  thou  thy  labour; 
Come  thou  no  more  for  ransome,  gentle  herald ; 
They  shall  have  none,  I  swear,  but  these  my  joints ; 
Which  if  they  have  as  I  will  leave  'em  to  them. 
Shall  yield  them  little,  tell  the  Constable. 

Mont.  I  shall.  King  Harry.  And  so  fare  thee  well: 
Thou  never  shalt  hear  herald  any  more.  [Exit, 

K.  Hen,  I  fear,  thou'lt  once  more  come  again  for 
ransome. 

Enter  the  Duke  of  York^*. 
York,  My  lord,  most  humbly  on  my  knee  I  beg 
The  leading  of  the  vaward  ^^. 

'^  i.e.  golden  show,  superficial  gilding. 

»*  *  The  duke  of  York,'  This  Edward  dnke  of  York  has 
already  s^ppeared  in  King  Richard  II.  under  the  title  of  duke  of 
Aumerk,  He  was  the  son  of  Edmond  Langlej,  the  dnke  of  York 
of  the  same  play,  who  was  the  fifth  son  of  King  Edward  III. 
Richard,  earl  of  Camhridge,  who  appears  in  the  second,  act  of 
this  play,  was  younger  brother  to  this  Edward  duke  of  York. 

'®.  The  vaward  is  the  vanguard. 
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K.  Hen.  Take  it,  brave  York. — ^Now,  soldiers, 
march  away : — 
And  how  thou  pleasant,  God,  dispose  the  day  i 

[ExevMt. 

SCENE  IV.     The  Field  of  Battle. 

Alarums:  Excursions,    ^nier  French  Soldier,  Pis- 
tol, and  Boy. 

Pist,  Yield,  cur. 

Fr.  Sol.  Je  pense,  que  vous  estes  le  geatiUwmme  de 
bonne  qualitL 

Pist.  Quality?  Callino,  castore  me^ !  art  thou  a 
gentleman?  What  is  thy  name?  disCMss, 

Fr.  Sol.  O  seigneur  Dieu  I 

Pist.  O,  signieur  Dew  should  be  a  gentleman: — 
Perpend  my  words,  O  signieur  Dew,  and  mark ; — 
O  signieur  Dew,  thou  diest  on  point  of  fox  ^, 
Except,  O  signieur,  thou  do  give  to  me 
Egregious  ransome. 

Fr.Sol.  O,prennezmisericorde!  ayezpititdemot^! 

Pist.  Moy  shall  not  serve,  I  will  have  forty  moys; 

^  *  Cgllmo>  castore  me  1'  The  jargon  of  the  old  copies  where 
these  words  are  printed  QuaMtig  calmie  custure  me — was  changed 
hj  former  editors  into  *  Quality,  call  jon  me?  construe  me.* 
Malone  found  Calen  o  custure  me,  mentioned  as  the  burthen  of  a 
song  in  '  A  Handful!  of  Plesant  Delites/  1584.  And  Mr.  Bos- 
well  discovered  that  it  was  an  old  Irish  song,  which  is  printed 
in  Playford's  Musical  Companion,  1667  or  1673 : — 

'  Callino,  Callino,  Callino,  castore  me, 

Eva  ee,  eva  ee,  loo,  loo,  loo  lee.' 
The  words  are  said  to  mean '  Little  girl  of  my  heart  for  ever  and 
ever/  '  They  have,  it  is  true  (says  Mr.  Boswell),  no  great  con- 
nection with  the  poor  Frenchman's  supplications,  nor  were  they 
meant  to  have  any,  Pistol,  instead  of  attending  to  him,  contemp- 
tuously hums  a  tune.' 

*  '  —  thou  diest  on  point  of /o*.'  Fox  is  an  old  cant  word  for 
a  award.  Generally  old  fox ;  it  was  applied  to  the  old  English 
broadsword.  Thus  in  Ben  Jonson's  Bartholomew  Fair : — '  a  fel- 
low that  knows  nothing  but  a  basket  hilt  and  an  old  fox  in  it.' 
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For  I  will  fetch  thy  rim  *  out  at  throat. 
In  drops  of  crimson  blood. 

Fr.  Sol.  Est'il  imposnble  cf  eschapper  la  force  de 
ton  bras? 

Pist,  Brass,  cur ! 
Thou  damned  and  luxurious  mountam  goat, 
Offer'st  me  brass  ? 

Fr.  Sol.  O  pardonnez  may  I 

Pist  Say 'st  thou  me  so  ?  is  that  a  tpn  of  moys  *  ? — 
Come  hither,  boy ;  Ask  me  this  slaye  in  French, 
What  is  his  name. 

Boy.  Escoutez;  Comment  estes-vous  appelle? 

Fr.  Sol.  Monsieur  le  Fer, 

Boy.  He  says,  his  name  is — master  Fer. 

Pist.  Master  Fer!  I'llfer  him,  andfirk^him,  and 
ferret  him : — discuss  the  same  in  French  unto  him. 

'  '  For  I  will  fetch  thy  rim  out  at  thy  throat/  Pistol  is  not 
yery  scmpnlous  in  the  nicety  of  his  langaage>  he  nyes  rim 
(rymme)  for  the  intestines  generally.  It  is  not  rery  clear  what 
oar  ancestors  meant  hy  it ;  Bishop  Wilkins  defines  it  *  the  mem- 
hrane  of  the  helly ;'  Florio  makes  it  the  omentum, '  a  fat  panni- 
de,  eaole,  sewet,  rim,  or  kell  wherein  the  bowels  are  Upt.' 
Holmes,  in  his  Acad,  of  Armory,  calls  the  peritonaum  *  the 
paunch  or  rim  of  the  belly.'  Which  is  defined  by  others  to  be 
the  '  inner  rine  of  the  belly.'  It  was  not  therefore  the  diaphragm 
or  midriff,  as  Steevens  snpposed.  Philemon  Holland  in  his 
Translation  of  Pliny's  Natural  History,  b.  37,  c.  ix.  p.  321, 
seyeral  times  mentions  '  the  rim  of  the  paunch.'  And  in  Chap- 
man's version  of  the  fourteenth  Iliad : — 

' strook  him  in  this  belly's  rimme,* 

Capel  boldly  pronounced  rim  to  mean  money !  and  Mason  would 
read  ryno,  a  cant  term  for  money,  invented  long  after  Shakspeare's 
time  ! 

*  Pistol's  moy  is  probably  a  vulgar  corruption  of  moydore  (it- 
self a  corruption  of  moeda  d'oro),  at  least  we  have  no  better  solu- 
tion to  offer.  The  moydore  was  current  in  England  for  about  27s. 

*  To  firh  is  to  beat  or  scourge ;  fouetter,  to  yerk  and  to  jerk  are 
words  of  the  same  import : — 

* nay,  I  will  firk 

My  silly  novice,  as  he  was  never  firk*d 
Since  midwives  bound  his  noddle.' — Ram  Alley. 
There  has  been  much  discussion  concerning  the  ignorance  of  the 
VOL.  V.  V  V 
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Boy,  I  do  not  know  the  French  for  fer,  and  fer- 
ret, and  firk. 

Pist.  Bid  him  prepare,  for  I  will  cut  his  throat 

Fr.  Sol.  Que  dit-il,  monHeur? 

Boy.  n  me  cammande  de  vous  dire  que  Txmsfaiteg 
vous  preit ;  car  ce  sotdat  icy  est  disposS  tout  d  cette 
heure  de  couper  vostre  gorge. 

Pitt,  Guy,  couper  gorge,  par  ma  foy,  pesant. 
Unless  thou  give  me  crowns,  brave  crowns ; 
Or  mangled  shalt  thou  be  by  this  my  sword. 

Fr.  Sol.  0,je  vous  supplie  pour  V amour  de  Dieu, 
me  pardonner  !  Je  mis  gentilhomnie  de  bonne  maisom  : 
gardez  ma  vie,  etje  vous  donneray  deux  cents  escus, 

Pist,  What  are  his  words  ? 

Boy,  He  prays  you  to  save  his  life :  he  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  good  house ;  and,  for  his  ransome,  he 
will  give  you  two  hundred  crowns. 

Pist.  Tell  him, — ^my  fury  shall  abate,  and  I 
The  crowns  will  take. 

Fr.  Sol.  Petit  monsieur,  que  dit-il? 

Boy.  Encore  quHl  est  centre  sonjurement,  de  par- 
donner aucun  prisonnier:  neantmoins,  pour  les  escus 
que  vous  Vavez  promis,  il  est  content  de  vous  doimer 
la  libertS,  le  Jranchisement, 

Fr.  Sol.  Sur  mes  genoux,  je  vous  donne  miUe 
remerciemens :  et  je  m^estime  heureux  que  je  suis 
t07nb6  entre  les  mains  (Tun  chevalier,  je  pense,  le 
plus  brave,  valiant,  et  trh  distingv^  seigneur  d^ Angle- 
terre. 

Pist.  Expound  unto  me,  boy. 

proper  pronunciatioii  of  the  French  language  eyinced  by  the 
writer  of  this  scene  in  Pistol's  replies.  Some  haye  doabted 
whether  Shakspeare  wrote  it,  and  suspected  that  it  was  supplied 
by  another  hand.  Be  this  as  it  may,  sorely  an  ignorance  of  the 
true  pronunciation  of  the  language  was  not  inconsistent  with  a 
sufficient  acquaintance  with  it  for  literary  purposes.  In  those 
times  it  would  possibly  have  been  difficult  to  acquire  the  pro- 
nunciation in  England. 
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Boy.  He  gives  you,  upon  his  knees,  a  thousand 
thanks :  and  he  esteems  himself  happy  that  he  hath 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  (as  he  thinks)  the  most  brave, 
yaloroas,  and  thrice-worthy  signieur  of  England. 

Pist,  As  I  suck  blood,  I  will  some  mercy  show. — 
Follow  me,  cur.  [Exit  Pistol. 

Boy.  Suioez-vaus  le  grand  capitaine, 

[Exit  French  Soldier. 
I  did  never  know  so  full  a  voice  issue  from  so  empty 
a  heart :  but  the  saying  is  true, — The  empty  vessel 
makes  the  greatest  sound.  Bardolph,  and  Nym, 
had  ten  times  more  valour  tiian  this  roaring  devil 
i'the  old  play,  that  every  one  may  pare  his  nails 
with  a  wooden  dagger^;  and  they  are  both  hanged; 
and  so.  would  this  be,  if  he  durst  steal  any  thing 
adventurously.  I  must  stay  with  the  lackeys,  with 
the  luggage  of  our  camp :  the  French  might  have  a 
good  prey  of  us,  if  he  knew  of  it ;  for  there  is  none 
to  guard  it,  but  boys.  [Exit, 

SCENE  V.  --X 

Another  Part  of  the  Field  of  Battle.  ^  ; 

Alarums.     Enter  Dauphin,  Orleans,  Bourbon, 
Constable,  Ram  BU  res,  and  Others. 

Con.  Odiabk! 

Orl.  O  seigneur  ! — lejour  est  perdu,  tout  est  perdu  I 

•  *  —  this  roaring  deril  i'the  old  play,  that  erery  one  may 
pare  his  nails  with  a  wooden  dagger/  See  note  on  Twelfth 
Night,  Act  iy.  8c.  2.  In  the  old  play  of  The  Taming  of  a  Shrew, 
one  of  the  players  says  '  My  lord,  we  must  have  a  little  vinegar 
to  make  oar  devil  roarJ  Ho !  ho !  and  Ah !  ha  !  seem  to  have 
been  the  exclamations  constantly  giren  to  the  devil,  who  is,  in 
the  old  mysteries,  as  torbnlent  and  vainglorioas  as  Pistol.  The 
Vice  or  fool,  among  other  indignities,  used  to  threaten  to  pare  bis 
nails  with  his  dagger  of  lath ;  the  de?il  being  supposed  from 
choice  to  keep  his  claws  long  and  sharp.  Thus  in  Camden's 
Remaines,  1615 : — 

'  I  will  follow  mine  own  minde  and  mine  old  trade. 
Who  shall  let  me?  The  devil's  nailes  are  nnpar'd.' 
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Dao.  JIfoit  de  ma  vie!  all  is  eonfounded,  all! 
Reproach  and  everlastiDg  shame 
Sits  mocking  in  our  plumes. — Omeschante fortune! — 
Do  not  run  away.  [A  short  Alantm. 

Can.  Why,  all  our  ranks  are  broke. 

Dau.  O  perdurable  shame ! — let's  stab  ourselres. 
Be  these  the  wretches  that  we  pla3r'd  at  dice  for? 

Orl.  Is  this  the  king  we  sent  to  for  his  ransome? 

Baur.  Shame,  and  eternal  shame,  nothing  but 
shame! 
Let  us  die  in  fight ^ :  Once  more  back  again; 
And  he  that  will  not  follow  Bourbon  now. 
Let  him  go  hence,  and,  with  his  cap  in  band. 
Like  a  base  pander,  hold  the  chamiier-door. 
Whilst  by  a  slave,  no  gentler  than  my  dog^. 
His  fairest  daughter  is  contaminate. 

Con,  Disorder,  that  hath  spoil'd  us,  friend  us  now ! 
Let  us,  in  heaps,  go  offer  up  our  lives 
Unto  these  English,  or  else  die  with  fame^. 

Orl.  We  are  enough,  yet  living  in  the  field. 
To  smother  up  the  English  in  our  throngs. 
If  any  order  might  be  thought  upon. 

Baur.  The  devil  take  order  now !  I'll  to  the  throng ; 
Let  life  be  short;  else,  shame  will  be  too  long. 

lExemU. 

SCENE  VI.     Another  Part  oftlie  Field. 

Alarums.    Enter  King  Henrt  and  Forces;  Ex- 
eter, and  Others. 

K.  Hen.  Well  have  we  done,  thrice-valiant  coun- 
trymen : 
But  all's  not  done,  yet  keep  the  French  the  field. 

*  Tbe  old  copy  wants  the  word  fights  whicb  was  supplied  bj 
Malone.  Theobald  proposed  *  let  us  die  uutani,*  which  Steeveiif 
adopted. 

'  i.  e.  who  has  no  more  gentilitj. 

'  ThiflrHne  is  from  tbe  qaartos. 
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Exe.  The  duke  of  York  commends  him  to  your 

majesty. 
K,  Hen.  Lives  he,  good  uncle  ?  thrice,  within  this 

hour, 
I  saw  him  down;  thrice  up  again,  and  fighting; 
From  helmet  to  the  spur,  all  blood  he  was. 

Exe.  In  which  anay  (brave  soldier)  doth  he  lie. 
Larding  the  plain :  and  by  his  bloody  side, 
(Yoke  fellow  to  his  honour-owing  wounds) 
The  noble  earl  of  Suffolk  also  lies. 
Suffolk  first  died,  and  York,  all  haggled  over. 
Comes  to  him,  where  in  gore  he  lay  insteep'd. 
And  takes  him  by  the  beard ;  kisses  the  gashes, 
That  bloodily  did  yawn  upon  his  face ; 
And  cries  aloud, —  Tarry,  dear  cousin  Suffolk! 
My  soul  shall  thine  keep  company  to  heaven: 
Tarry,  sweet  soul,  for  mine,  then  fly  abreast; 
As,  in  this  glorious  and  well  fou^hten  field. 
We  kept  together  in  our  chivalry  ! 
Upon  these  words  I  came,  and  cheer'd  him  up : 
He  smil'd  me  in  the  face,  raught^  me  his  hand. 
And,  with  a  feeble  gripe,  says, — Dear  my  lord. 
Commend  my  service  to  my  sovereign. 
So  did  he  turn,  and  over  Suffolk's  neck 
He  threw  his  wounded  arm,  and  kiss'd  his  lips  : 
And  so,  espous'd  to  death,  witii  blood  he  seal'd 
A  testament  of  noble-ending  love. 
The  pretty  and  sweet  manner  of  it  forc'd 
Those  waters  from  me,  which  I  would  have  stopp'd : 
But  I  had  not  so  much  of  man  in  me, 
But^  all  my  mother  came  into  mine  eyes. 
And  gave  me  up  to  tears. 

'  i.  e.  reached. 

'       *  But  «I1  mj  mother  came  into  my  eyes, 
And  gave  me  ap  to  tears.' 
Thus  the  qaarto.    The  folio  reads  <  And  9]]/  &c.    But  has  here 

u  u2 
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K.  Hen,  I  blame  you  not ; 

For,  hearing  this,  I  must  perforce  compound 
With  mistful  eyes,  or  they  will  issue  too. — 

[Alarum, 
But,  hark!  what  new  alarum  is  this  same? — 
The  French  have  reinforc'd  their  scattered  men : 
Then  every  soldier  kill  his  prisoners ; 
Give  the  word  throqgh.  [Exeunt, 

SCENE  VII.     Another  Part  of  the  Field. 

Alarums,  Enter  Thv^iahES  and  Gower. 
Flu,  Kill  the  poys  and  the  luggage !  'tis  expressly 
against  the  law  of  arms :  'tis  as  arrant  a  piece  of 
knavery,  mark  you  now,  as  can  be  offered  in  the 
'orld:  In  your  conscience  now,  is  it  not? 

,  Goto,  Tis  certain,  there's  not  a  boy  left  alive; 
and  the  cowardly  rascals,  that  ran  from  the  battle, 
have  done  this  slaughter :  besides,  they  have  burned 
and  carried  away  all  that  was  in  the  king's  tent; 
wherefore  the  king,  mos£  worthily,  hath  caused 
every  soldier  to  cut  his  prisoner's  throat  \  O,  'tis  a 
gallant  king ! 
Flu,  Ay,  he  was  pom  at  Monmoudi,  captain 

the  force  of  but  that.    This  thought  was  apparently  in  Milton's 
mind  in  the  follbwing  passage.  Paradise  Lost,  book  ix: — 

« -J compassion  qnelFd 

His  best  of  man,  and  gave  him  np  to  tears.' 
And  Drjden  in  his  All  for  Love,  Act  i: — 

*  I  have  not  wept  this  forty  years ;  but  now 

My  mother  comes  afresh  into  my  eyes ; 

I  cannot  help  heV  softness.' 
^  'Caased  every  soldier  to  cat  his  prisoner's  throat.'  The 
king  killed  his  prisoners  (says  Johnson)  because  he  expected 
another  battle,  and  he  had  not  sufficient  men  to  guard  one  armj 
and  fight  another.  Gower's  reason  is  as  we  see  diflferent.  Shak- 
speare  followed  Holinshed,  who  gives  both  reasons  for  Henrjr's 
conduct,  but  has  chosen  to  make  the  king  mention  one  of  thea 
aifd  Gower  the  other. 
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Gower:  What  call  you  the  town's  name^  wher 
Alexander  the  pig  was  horn  ? 

Gow.  Alexander  the  great. 

Flu.  Why,  I  pray  you,  is  not  pig,  great?  The 
pig,  or  the  great,  or  the  mighty,  or  the  huge,  or 
the  magnanimous,  are  all  one  reckonings,  save  the 
phrase  is  a  little  variations. 

Gow,  I  think,  Alexander  jthe  great  was  horn  in 
Macedon ;  his  father  was  called — Philip  of  Mace- 
don,  as  I  take  it. 

Flu.  I  think,  it  is  in  Macedon,  where  Alexander 
is  pom.  I  tell  you,  captain, — If  you  look  in  the 
maps  of  the  'orld,  I  warrant,  you  shall  find,  in  the 
comparisons  between  Macedon  and  Monmouth,  that 
the  situations,  look  you,  is  both  alike.  There  is  a 
river  in  Macedon;  and  there  is  also  moreover  a 
river  at  Monmouth:  it  is  called  Wye,  at  Mon- 
mouth :  but  it  is  out  of  my  prains,  what  is  the  name 
of  the  other  river ;  but  'tis  all  one,  'tis  so  like  as  my 
fingers  is  to  my  fingers,  and  there  is  salmons  in 
both.  If  you  mark  Alexander's  life  well,  Harry  of 
Monmouth's  life  is  come  after  it  indiflferent  well;  for 
there  is  figures  in  all  things.  Alexander  (God 
knows,  and  you  know),  in  his  rages,  and  his  furies, 
and  his  wraths,  and  his  cholers,  and  his  moods,  and 
his  displeasures,  and  his  indignations,  and  also  be- 
ing a  little  intoxicates  in  his  prains,  did,  in  his  ales 
and  his  angers,  look  you,  kill  his  pest  friend,  Clytus. 

Gow,  Our  king  is  not  like  him  in  that;  he  never 
killed  any  of  his  friends. 

Flu.  It  is  not  well  done,  mark  you  now,  to  take 
tales  out  of  my  mouth,  ere  it  is  made  an  end  and 
finished.  I  speak  but  in  the  figures  and  compari- 
sons of  it :    As  Alexander^  is  kill  his  friend  Clytus, 

«  '  As  Alexander/  &c.  Steevens  thinks  that  Shakspeare  here 
ridicules  the  parallels  of  Plutarch,  he  appears  to  have  been- well 
read  in  Sir  Thomas  North's  Translation. 
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being  in  his  ales  and  his  cups ;  so  also  Harry  Mon- 
mouth, being  in  his  right  wits  and  his  goot  judg- 
ments, is  turn  away  the  fat  knight  with  the  great 
pelly-doublet:  he  was  full  of  jests,  and  gipes,  and 
knaveries,  and  ipocks;  I  am  forget  his  name^. 

Govo.  Sir  John  Falstaff. 

Flu.  That  is  he :  I  can  tell  you,  there  is  goot  men 
born  at  Monmouth. 

Gow.  Here  comes  his  majesty. 

Alarum.  Enter  King  Hen  ry,  with  a  Part  of  the 
English  Forces;  Warwick*,  Gloster,  Exe- 
ter, and  Others. 

K.  Hen.  I  was  not  angry  since  I  came  to  France 
Until  this  instant. — Take  a  trumpet,  herald; 
Ride  thou  unto  the  horsemen  on  yon  hill ; 
If  they  will  fight  with  us,  bid  them  come  down. 
Or  void  the  field ;  they  do  offend  our  sight : 
If  they'll  do  neither,  we  will  come  to  them ; 
And  make  them  skirr^  away,  as  swift  as  stones 
Enforced  firom  the  old  Assyrian  slings : 
Besides,  we'll  cut  the  throats  of  those  we  have^; 

*  Johnson  obseiret  that  this  is  the  last  time  FoUtfo^can  make 
sport  The  poet  was  loath  to  part  with  him,  and  has  continued 
his  memory  as  long  as  he  coald. 

*  Richard  Beaachamp,  earl  of  Warwick.  He  did  not,  how- 
erer,  obtain  that  title  till  1417,  two  years  after  the  era  of  this 
play. 

*  1.  e.  acour  away.  To  ran  swiftly  in  yarioas  directions.  It 
has  the  same  meaning  in  Macbeth,  Act  y.  Sc.  iii.  '  Shirr  the 
coontry  round.' 

*  *  Besides,  we'll  cat  the  throats  of  those  we  hare.'  Johnson 
accuses  the  poet  of  haying  made  the  king  cut  the  throats  of  his 
prisoners  twice  oyer.  '  Malone  replies  that  the  incongruity,  if 
it  be  one,  is  Holinshed's,  for  thus  the  matter  is  stated  by  him : 
While  the  battle  was  yet  g^ing  on,  about  six  hundred  horsemen, 
who  were  the  first  that  fled,  hearing  that  the  English  tents  were 
a  good  way  distant  from  the  army,  without  a  sufficient  guard,  en- 
tered and  pillaged  the  king's  camp.  '  When  the  outcry  of  the 
lochia  and  bojfs  which  ran  away  for  fear  of  the  Frenchtmen,  thus 
spoiling  the  camp,  came  to  the  king's  ears,  he  doubting  lest  his 
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And  not  a  man  of  them,  that  we  shall  take, 
Shall  taste  our  mercy : — Go,  and  tell  them  so. 

Enter  Montjoy. 

JEre.  Here  comes  the  herald  of  the  French,  my 

liege. 
^  Glp.  His  eyes  are  humbler  than  they  us'd  to  be. 
K.  Hen.   How  now,  what  means  this,  herald? 
know'st  thou  not. 
That  I  have  fin'd  tiiese  bones  of  mine  for  rahsome? 
Com'st  thou  again  for  ransome? 

Mont  No,  great  king : 

I  come  to  thee  for  charitable  licence. 
That  we  may  wander  o'er  this  bloody  field, 
To  book  our  dead,  and  then  to  bury  them; 

enemies  should  gather  together  again  and  begin  a  new  fielde,  and 
mistrusting  farther  that  tiie  prisoners  would  either  be  an  aide  to 
his  enemies,  or  very  enemies  to  their  takers  indeed,  if  they  were 
suffered  to  live,  contrary  to^his  accustomed  gentleness,  command- 
ed by  sounde  of  trumpet  that  every  man  upon  pain  of  death  should 
incontinenily  slea  his  prisoner,*  This  was  the  first  transaction* 
Holinshed  proceeds, '  When  this  lamentable  slaughter  was  ended, 
the  Englishmen  disposed  themselves  in  order  of  battayle,  ready 
to  abide  a  new  fielde,  and  also  to  invade  and  newly  set  on  their 
enemies. — Some  write,  that  the  kin^  perceiving  his  enemies  in  one 
parte  to  assemble  together,  as  though  they  meant  to  give  a  new  bat- 
taile  for  preservation  of  the  prisoners,  sent  to  them  a  herauU,  eom^ 
manding  them  either  to  depart  out  of  his  sight,  or  else  to  come  for- 
ward at  once  and  give  battaile  ;  promising  herewithf  that,  if  they  did 
tffer  to  fight  agayne,  not  <mly  those  prisoners  which  his  people 
already  had  taJoen,  but  also  so  many  of  them  as  in  this  new  cortfiicte, 
which  they  thtu  attempted,  should  fall  into  his  hands,  should  die  the 
death  without  redemption,*  The  fact  is,  that  notwithstanding  the 
first  order  concerning  the  prisoners,  they  were  not  all  put  to 
death,  as  appears  from  a  subsequent  passage,  and  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  various  historians,  upon  whose  authority  Hume 
says  that  Henry,  on  discovering  that  his  danger  was  not  so  great 
as  he  at  first  apprehend^  from  the  attack  on  his  camp,  *  stopped 
the  slaughter,  and  was  still  able  to  save  a  great  number,*  It  was 
policy  in  Henry  to  intimidate  the  French  by  threatening  to  kill 
his  prisoners,  and  occasioned  them,  in  fact,  to  lay  down  their 
'  arms. 
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To  sort  our  nobles  from  our  common  men; 
For  many  of  our  princes  (woe  the  while!) 
Lie  drown'd  and  soak'd  in  mercenary  blood 
(So  do  our  vulgar  drench  their  peasant  limbs 
In  blood  of  princes) ;  and  their  wounded  steeds 
Fret  fetlock  deep  in  gore,  and,  with  wild  rage, 
Yerk  out  their  armed  heels  at  their  dead  masters. 
Killing  them  twice.     O,  give  us  leave,  great  king. 
To  view  the  field  in  safety,  and  dispose 
Of  their  dead  bodies. 

K,  Hen..  I  tell  thee  truly,  herald, 

I  know  not,  if  the  day  be  ours,  or  no ; 
For  yet  a  many  of  your  horsemen  peer. 
And  gallop  o'er  the  field. 

Mont.  The  day  is  yours. 

JT.  Hen.  Praised  be  God,  and  not  our  strength 
for  it!— 
What  is  this  castle  call'd,  that  stands  hard  by  ? 

Mont.  They  call  it — Agincourt. 

K.  Hen.  Then  call  we  this — ^the  field  of  Agincourt, 
Fought  on  the  day  of  Crispin  Crispianus. 

Flu.  Your  grandfather  of  famous  memory,  an't 
please  your  majesty,  and  your  great-uncle  Edward 
tiie  plack  prince  of  Wales,  as  I  have  read  in  the 
chronicles,  fought  a  most  prave  pattle  here  in  France. 

K.  Hen.  They  did,  Huellen. 

Flu.  Your  majesty  says  very  true :  If  your  ma- 
jesties is  remember'd  of  it,  the  Welshmen  did  goot 
service  in  a  garden  where  leeks  did  grow,  wearing 
leeks  injtheir  Monmouth  caps^;  which,  your  majesty 

^  Monmontb,  according  to  Fuller,  was  celebrated  for  its  caps, 
which  were  particolarlj  i^orn  by  soldiers.  The  best  caps  were 
formerly  made  at  Monmouth,  where  the  capper*$  chapel  still  re- 
mains. He  adds,  '  If  at  this  day  the  phrase  of  wearing  a  Mom- 
mouth  cap  be  taken  in  a  bad  acception,  I  hope  the  inhabitants  of 
that  town  will  endeavour  to  disprove  the  occasion.'  Wortkiesqf 
England,  16t»0,  p.  50.. 
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knows,  to  this  hour  is  an  honourable  padge  of  the 
service ;  and,  I  do  believe,  your  majesty  takes  no 
scorn  to  wear  the  leek  upon  Saint  Tavy's  day. 

K.  Hen.  I  wear  it  for  a  memorable  honour: 
For  I  am  Welsh,  you  know,  ^ood  countryman. 

Fht,  All  the  water  in  Wye  cannot  wash  your 
majesty's  Welsh  plood  out  of  your  pody,  I  can  tell 
you  that :  Goddess  it  and  preserve  it,  as  long  as  it 
pleases  his  grace,  and  his  majesty  too ! 

K.  Hen.  Thanks,  good  my  countryman. 

Flu.  By  Cheshu,  I  am  your  majesty's  country- 
man, I  care  not  who  know  it;  I  will  confess  it  to  all 
the  'orld :  I  need  not  to  be  ashamed  of  your  majesty, 
praised  be  God,  so  long  as  your  majes^  is  an  honest 
man. 

JT.  Hen,  God  keep  me  so ! — Our  heralds  go  with 
him; 
Bring  me  just  notice  of  the  numbers  dead 
On  both  our  parts. — Call  yonder  fellow  hither. 

[Pinnts  to  Williams.    Exeunt  Montjoy 
and  Others. 

Exe.  Soldier,  you  must  come  to  the  king. 

K.  Hen.  Soldier,  why  wear'st  thou  that  glove  in 
thy  cap? 

Will.  An't  please  your  majesty,  'tis  the  gage  of 
one  that  I  should  fight  withal,  if  be  be  alive. 

K.  Hen.  An  Englishman  ? 

Will,  An't  please  your  majesty,  a  rascal,  that 
swagger'd  with  me  last  night :  who,  if  'a  live,  and 
ever  dare  to  challenge  tfads  glove,  I  have  sworn 
to  take  him  a  box  o'tbe  ear :  or,  if  I  can  see  my 
glove  in  his  cap  (which  he  swore,  as  he  was  a 
soldier,  he  would  wear,  if  alive),  I  will  strike  it  out 
soundly. 

K.  Hen.  What  think  you.  Captain  Fluellen  ?  is 
it  fit  this  soldier  keep  his  oath? 
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Fhi,  He  is  a  craven^  and  ayillain  eke, an't  please 
your  majesty,  in  my  conscience. 

K,  Hen.  It  may  be  his  enemy  is  a  gentleman  of 
great  sort,  quite  from  the  answer  of  his  degree^. 

Fh.  Though  he  be  as  goot  a  gentleman  as  the 
tevil  is,  as  Lucifer  and  Belzebub  himself,  it  is  neces- 
sary, look  your  grace,  that  he  keep  his  vow  and  his 
oath:  if  he  be  perjured,  see  you  now,  his  reputation 
is  as  arrant  a  villain,  and  a  Jack-sauce  ^^,  as  ever 
his  plack  shoe  trod  upon  Got's  ground  and  his 
earth,  in  my  conscience,  la. 

K.  Hen.  Then  keep  thy  vow,  sirrah,  when  thou 
meet'st  the  fellow. 

WiU.  So  I  ivill,  my  liege,  as  I  live. 

JT.  Hen.  Who  servest  diou  under? 

WUL  Under  Captain  Grower,  my  liege. 

Flu.  Gower  is  a  goot  captain ;  and  is  good  know- 
ledge and  literature  in  the  wars. 

K.  Hen.  Call  him  hither  to  me,  soldier. 

Will  I  will,  my  liege.  [Exit. 

K.  Hen.  Here,  Fluellen :  wear  thou  this  favour 
for  me,  and  stick  it  in  thy  cap :  When  Alen9on  and 
myself  were  down  together  ^^,  I  plucked  this  glove 
from  his  helm:  if  any  man  challenge  this,  he  b  a 
fiiend  to  Alen^on  and  an  enemy  to  our  person ;  if 
thou  encounter  any  such,  apprehend  him,  an  thou 
dost  love  me. 

Flu.  Your  grace  does  me  as  great  honours,  as 
can  be  desired  in  the  hearts  of  his  subjects :  I  would 

B  Craoem.    See  Hamlet,  Act  it.  8c.  4,  p.  209. 

'  *  Of  great  sort,  quite  from  the  answer  of  his  degree.'  GtmI 
sort  is  high  rank.  A  man  of  soch  rank  is  not  boond  to  answer  to 
the  challenge  from  one  of  the  soldier's  low  degree, 

^^  Jack-sanoe  for  saacy  Jack. 

"  Henrj  was  felled  to  the  ground  by  the  duke  of  Alen^on,  bat 
recorered  and  slew  two  of  the  dake*8  attendants.  Alen^on  was 
afterwards  killed  bj  the  king's  guard,  contrary  to  Henry's  inten- 
tion, who  wished  to  have  saved  him. 
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fain  see  the  man,  that  has  but  two  legs;  that  shall 
find  himself  aggriefed  at  this  glove,  that  is  all ;  but 
I  would  fain  see  it  once ;  an  please  Got  of  his  grace, 
that  I  might  see  it. 

K.  Hen,  Knowest  thou  Gower? 

Flu.  He  is  my  dear  friend,  an  please  you. 

K,  Hen,  Pray  thee,  go  seek  him,  and  bring  him 
to  my  tent. 

Flu.  I  will  fetch  him.  [Exit. 

K,  Hen.  My  lord  of  Warwick, — and  my  brother 
Gloster, 
Follow  Ruellen  closely  at  the  heels : 
The  glove,  which  I  have  given  him  for  a  favour. 
May,  haply,  purchase  him  a  box  o'the  ear ; 
It  is  the  soldier's ;  I,  by  bargain,  should 
Wear  it  myself.     Follow,  good  cousin,  Warwick : 
If  that  soldier  strike  him  (as,  I  judge 
By  his  blunt  bearing,  he  will  keep  his  word). 
Some  sudden  mischief  may  arise  of  it ; 
For  I  do  know  Fluellen  valiant, 
And,  touch'd  with  choler,  hot  as  gunpowder, 
And  quickly  will  return  an  injury : 
Follow,  and  see  there  be  no  harm  between  them. — 
Go  you  with  me,  uncle  of  Exeter.  [Exeunt, 

SCENE  VIII.     Befwe  King  Henry's  Pavilion, 

Enter  Gower  and  Williams. 
Will,  1  warrant  it  is  to  knight  you,  captain. 

Enter  Fluellen. 

Flu.  Got's  will  and  his  pleasure,  captain,  I  pe- 
seech  you  now,  come  apace  to  the  king :  there  is 
more  goot  toward  you,  peradvenfure,  than  is  in  your 
knowledge  to  dream  of. 

Will,  Sir,  know  you  this  glove  ? 
VOL.  v.  XX 
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Flu.  Know  the  glove?  I  know,  the  glove  is  a 
glove. 

WiU,  I  know  this;  and  thu»  I  challenge  it. 

[Strikes  him. 

Flu,  ^bludy  an  smrant  traitor,  a»  any's  in  the 
universal  'orld,  or  in  France,  or  in  England. 

Gaw.  How  now»  sir?  you  villain! 

WiU,  Do  you  think  I'U  be  forsworn  ? 

Flu.  Stand  away.  Captain  Gower;  I  will  give 
treason  his  payment  into  plow»^,  I  warrant  you. 

Will.  I  ana  no  traitor. 

Flu.  That's  a  lie  in  thy  throat. — I  charge  you  in 
his  majesty^s  name,  apprehend  Inm ;  he's  a  friend  of 
the  duke  Alenpon's. 

Enter  Warwick  and  Gloster. 

War.'  How  now,  how  now !  what's  the  matter? 

Flu.  My  lord  of  Warwick,  here  is  (praised  be 
Got  for  it!)  a  most  contagious  treason  come  to  light, 
look  you,  as  you  shall  desire  in  a  summer's  day. 
Here  is  his  majesty. 

Enter  King  Henry  and  Exeter. 

K.  Hen.  How  now !  what's  the  matter  ? 

Flu.  My  liege,  here  is  a  villain,  and  a  traitor, 
that,  look  your  grace,  has  struck  the  glove  which 
your  majesty  is  take  out  of  the  helmet  of  Alen9on. 

WM.  My  liege,  this  was  my  glove ;  here  is  the 
fellow  of  it :  and  he,  that  I  gave  it  to  in  change, 
promised  to  wear  it  in  his  cap ;  I  promised  to  strike 
him,  if  he  did :  I  met  this  man  witli  my  glove  in  his 
cap,  and  I  have  been  as  good  as  my  word. 

Flu.  Your  majesty  hear  now  (saving  your  ma- 

'  *  Into  plows/  It  has  been  suggested  that  we  ^hoald  read 
'  tf»  plows/  bat  it  was  not  intended  that  Flnellen  should  speak 
rery  oorrectlj,  and  mio  for  m  is  still  nsed  in  Scoftiand. 
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jesty's  manhood),  what  an  arrant,  rascally,  beggarly, 
lowsy  knave  it  is :  I  hope,  your  majesty  is  pear  me 
testimony,  and  witness,  and  avouchments,  that  this 
is  the  glove  of  Aienpon,  that  your  majesty  is  give 
me,  in  your  conscience  now. 

K.Hen.  Give  me  thy  glove ^,  soldier;  Look, here 
is  the  fellow  of  it.  Twas  I,  indeed,  thou  promised'st 
to  strike ;  and  thou  hast  given  n^  most  bitter  terms. 

Flu.  An  please  your  majesty  let  his  neck  answer 
for  it,  if  there  is  any  martial  law  in  the  'orld. 

K.  Hen.  How  canst  thou  make  me  satisfaction  ? 

Will.  All  offences,  my  liege,  come  from  the  heart : 
never  came  any  from  mine,  that  might  offend  your  . 
majesty. 

K.  Hen.  It  was  ourself  thou  didst  abuse. 

Will.  Your  majesty  came  not  like  yourself:  you 
appeared  to  me  but  as  a  common  man ;  witness  the 
night,  your  garments,  your  lowliness;  and  what 
your  highness  suffered  under  that  shape,  I  beseech 
you,  take  it  for  your  own  fault,  and  not  mine ;  for 
had  you  been  as  I  took  you  for,  I  made  no  offence; 
therefore,  I  beseech  your  highness,  pardon  me. 

K.  Hen.  Here,  uncle  Exeter,  fill  this  glove  with 
crowns. 
And  give  it  to  this  fellow. — Keep  it,  fellow ; 
And  wear  it  for  an  honour  in  thy  cap. 
Till  I  do  challenge  it. — Give  him  the  crowns : — 
And,  captain,  you  must  needs  be  friends  with  him. 

Flu.  By  this  day  and  this  light,  the  fellow  has 
mettle  enough  in  his  pelly ; — Hold,  there  is  twelve 
pence  for  you,  and  I  pray  you  to  serve  Got,  and 
keep  you  out  of  prawls,  and  prabbles,  and  quarrels, 
and  dissensions,  and,  I  warrant  you,  it  is  the  petter 
for  you. 

'  i.  e.  the  gloye  that  thon  hut  now  in  thy  cap ;  it  was  the 
king*s  glove,  which  he  had  given  to  V^illiamt. 
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Will.  I  will  none  of  your  money. 

Flu.  It  is  with  a  goot  will;  I  can  tell  you,  it 
will  serve  you  to  mend  your  shoes :  Come,  where- 
fore should  you  be  so  pashf ul  ?  your  shoes  is  not  so 
goot:  'tis  a  goot  silling,  I  warrant  you,  or  I  will 
^change  it. 

Enter  an  English  Herald. 

K.  Hen.  Now,  herald:  are  the  dead  numbered? 

Her.  Here  is  the  number  of  the  slaughter'd  French. 

[Delivers  a  Paper. 

K.  Hen.  What  prisoners  of  good  sort  are  taken, 
uncle? 

Exe.  Charles  duke  of  Orleans,  nephew  to  the  king; 
John  duke  of  Bourbon,  and  Lord  Bouciqualt: 
Of  other  lords,  and  barons,  knights,  and  'squires. 
Full  fifteen  hundred,  besides  conunon  men. 

K.  Hen.  This  note  doth  tell  me  of  ten  thousand 
French, 
That  in  the  field  lie  slain :  of  princes,  in  this  number. 
And  nobles  bearing  banners,  there  lie  dead 
One  hundred  twenty- six :  added  to  these. 
Of  knights,  esquires,  and  gallant  gentlemen. 
Eight  thousand  and  four  hundred ;  of  the  which. 
Five  hundred  were  but  yesterday  dubb'd  knights^: 
So  that,  in  these  ten  thousand  they  have  lost. 
There  are  but  sixteen  hundred  mercenaries ; 
The  rest  are — princes,  barons,  lords,  knights,  squbres. 
And  gentlemen  of  blood  and  quaUty. 
The  names  of  those  their  nobles  that  lie  dead, — 

3  *Fiye  hundred  were  but  yesterday  dabbed  knights.'  In 
ancient  times  the  distribution  of  this  honour  appears  to  hare 
been  customary  on  the  eve  of  a  battle.  Thus  in  Lawrence 
Minot's  8ii.th  Poem  on  the  Successes  of  King  Edward  III. 
p.28:— 

'  Knigkies  war  thar  well  two  score, 

That  war  new  dubbed  to  that  dance.* 
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Charles  De4a-bret,  high  constable  of  France ; 
Jaques  of  Chatillon,  admiral  of  France ; 
The  master  of  the  cross-bows,  Lord  Rambures ; 
Great-master  of  France,  the  brave  Sir  Guischard 

Dauphin ; 
John  duke  of  Alenpon;  Antony  duke  of  Brabant, 
The  brother  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy ; 
And  Edward  duke  of  Bar :  of  lusty  earls, 
Grandpr6,  and  Roussi,  Fauconberg,  and  Foix, 
Beaum(Hit,  and  Marie,  Vaudemont,  and  Lestrale, 

Here  was  a  royal  fellowship  of  death ! 

Where  is  the  number  of  our  English  dead? 

[Herald  presents  another  Paper. 
Edw&rd  the  duke  of  York,  the  earl  of  Suflfolk, 
Sir  Richard  Ketley,  Davy  Gam,  esquire^: 
None  else  of  name ;  and,  of  all  other  men. 
But  five  and  twenty.     O  God,  thy  arm  was  here. 
And  not  to  us,  but  to  thy  arm  alone 
Ascribe  we  all. — When,  without  stratagem, 
But  in  plain  shock,  an4  even  play  of  battle. 
Was  ever  known  so  great  and  little  loss, 
On  one  part  and  on  the  other  ? — ^Take  it,  God, 
For  it  is  only  thine ! 

Exe.  Tis  wonderful ! 

K.  Hen.  Come,  go  we  in  procession  to  the  village : 
And  be  it  death  proclaimed  through  our  bost. 
To  boast  of  this,  or  take  that  praise  from  God, 
Which  is  his  only.   , 

*  *  Dayj  Gam,  Esquire.'  This  gentleman  being  sent  oat  bj 
Henry,  before  the  battle,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  and  to  find 
oat  their  strength,  made  this  report : — '  May  it  please  yoa,  my 
liege,  there  are  enoagh  to  be  killed,  enough  to  be  taken  prison- 
ers, and  enough  to  run  away.'  He  saved  the  king's  life  in  the 
field.  Had  the  poet  been  apprized  of  this  circumstance,  the 
brave  Welshman  would  probably  have  been  more  particularly 
noticed,  and  not  have  been  merely  a  name  in  a  muster  roll. — 
See  Drayton's  Battaile  of  Agincourt,  1627,  p.  50  and  54;  and 
Dunster's  Edition  of  Philips's  Cyder,  a  poem,  p.  74. 

X  X  2 
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FIm.  Is  it  not  lawful,  an  please  your  majesty,  to 
tell  how  many  is  killed  ? 

K.Hm.  Yes,  captain;   but  with  this  acknow- 
ledgment. 
That  God  fought  for  us. 

FU.  Yes,  my  conscience,  he  did  us  great  goot 

K.  Hen.  Do  we  all  holy  rites^ ; 
Let  there  be  sung  Noh  nMs,  and  Te  Deum. 
The  dead  with  charity  enclosed  in  clay. 
We'll  then  to  Calais;  and  to  England  then; 
Where  ne'er  from  France  arriv'd  more  happy  men. 
y^  [Exema. 


ACT  V. 

Enter  Chorus. 

Chor.  Vouchsafe  to  those  that  have  not  read  the 
story. 
That  I  may  prompt  them :  and  .of  such  as  haye, 
I  humbly  pray  them  to  admit  the  excuse 
Of  time,  of  numbers,  and  due  course  of  things. 
Which  cannot  in  their  huge  and  proper  life 
Be  here  presented.     Now  we  bear  the  king 
Toward  Calais:  grant  him  there;  there  seen^, 

*  <  Do  we  all  holy  rites.*  *  The  king,  when  he  saw  no  ap- 
pearance of  enemies,  caused  the  retreate  to  be-  blowen ;  and, 
gathering  his  army  together,  gave  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for 
so  happy  a  yictorie,  causing  his  prelates  and  chapeleins  to  sing 
this  psalme — In  exUu  Israel  de  Egypto;  and  commannding  every 
man  to  kneele  down  on  the  groonde  at  this  verse — Non  mobit, 
DomtfM,  n<>fi  nobis  sed  nonuni  two  da  gloriam ;  which  done,  he 
caused  Te  Deum  and  certain  anthems  to  be  sang,  giving  laud 
and  praise  to  God,  and  not  boasting  of  his  own  force  or  any  hn- 
maine  power.* — Holinshed. 

1  '  Toward  Calais:  grant  him  there;  there  seen.'  Steevens 
proposes,  in  order  to  complete  the  metre,  that  we  should  read : — 
'  Toward  Calais :  grant  him  there ;  there  seen  awhile.* 
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Heave  him  away  upon  your  winged  thoughts, 
Athwart  the  sea :  Behold,  the  English  beach 
Pales  in  the  flood  with  men,  with  wives,  and  boys, 
Whose  shouts  and  claps  outvoice  the  deep-mouth'd 

sea, 
Which,  like  a  mighty  whiffler^  fore  the  king. 
Seems  to  prepare  his  way :  so  let  him  land ; 
And,  solemnly,  see  him  set  on  to  London. 
So  swift  a  pace  hath  thought,  that  even  now 
You  may  imagine  him  upon  Blackheath : 
Where  that  his  lords  desire  him,  to  have  borne 
His  bruised  helmet,  and  his  bended  sword. 
Before  him,  through  the  city :  he  forbids  it. 
Being  free  from  vainness  and  self-glorious  pride ; 
Giving  full  trophy,  signal,  and  ostent. 
Quite  from  himself,  to  God^.     But  now  behold, 
In  the  quick  forge  and  workinghouse  of  thought. 
How  London  doth  pour  out  l^er  citizens ! 
The  mayor,  and  all  his  brethren,  in  best  sort, — 
Like  to  the  senators  of  the  antique  Rome, 

3  *  Which,  like  a  mighty  whiffler  'fore  the  king. 
Seems  to  prepare  his  way.' 
Whifflers  were  persons  going  before  a  great  personage  or  pro- 
cession, famished  with  staves  or  wands  to  clear  the  way.'  The 
jnnior  liverymen  of  the  city  companies,  who  walk  first  in  proces- 
sions, are  still  called  whifflers,  from  the  circamstance  of  their 
going  before.  There  have  been  several  errors,  as  Mr.  Donee 
remarks,  in  the  attempts  to  give  the  origin  of  the  term :  he  de- 
rives it  from  whifflSf  which,  he  says,  is  another  name  for  a  fife, 
as  fifers  nsually  preceded  armies  or  processions.  It  strikes  me 
that  it  may  be  only  a  corruption  of  voay-feeler,  as  it  exists  in 
several  northern  tongnes.  In  the  old  Teutonic  and  in  the  Flemish 
weyffeler,  or  v^ifekr,  has  the  same  meaning  as  our  whiffler. 
Baston^era,  in  Italian,  is  '  a  verger,  a  mace  bearer,  a  stickler, 
or  a  whiffler,  also  a  cndgeller,  a  stafiinan,'  according  to  Torriano.  < 
Minshen  renders  a  whiffler,  *  Bastonero,  in  Spanish,  i.  e.  a  clnb- 
man.'  And  Grose,  who  thought  the  word  local,  says, '  Whifilers 
are  men  who  make  way  for  the  corporation  of  Norwich  by  ftou- 
rishiny  their  swords  J 

'  i.  e.  transferring  all  the  honours  of  conquest  from  himself 
to  God. 
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With  the  plebeians  swarming  at  their  heek, — 
Go  forth,  and  fetch  thenr  conquering  Caesar  in : 
As,  by  a  lower,  but  by  loving  likelihood^. 
Were  now  the  general  of  our  gracious  empress^ 
(As,  in  good  time,  he  may,  from  Ireland  coming. 
Bringing  rebellion  broached^  on  his  sword, 
How  many  would  the  peaceful  city  quit. 
To  welcome  him  ?  much  more,  and  much  more  cause. 
Did  they  this  Harry.     Now  in  London  j^ace  him; 
(As  yet  the  lamentation  of  the  French 
Invites  the  king  of  England's  stay  at  h<»i»e) : 
The  emperor's  coming*^  in  behalf  of  France, 
To  order  peace  between  them,  we  omit,  « 

And  all  the  occurrences,  whatever  chanc'd. 
Till  Harry's  back-return  again  to  France; 
There  must  we  bring  him;  and  myself  have  {^ay'd 
The  interim,  by  remembering  you — ^'tis  past. 
Then  brook  abridgement;  and  your  eyes  advance 
After  your  thoughts,  straight  back  again  to  Fiance. 

[Exit. 

*  i.  e.  similitude. 

^  i.  e.  the  earl  of  Essex.  Shakspeare  groanded  his  anticipa- 
tion of  such  a  reception  for  Essex  on  his  return  from  Ireland, 
apon  what  had  already  occurred  at  his  setting  forth,  when  be 
was  accompanied  by  an  immense  concoarse  of  all  ranks,  shower^ 
ing  blessings  apon  his  head.  The  continoator  of  Stowe*s  Chro- 
nicle gires  QS  a  long  account  of  it.  Bat  how  nnfortonately 
different  his  retom  was  from  what  the  poet  predicted,  may  be 
seen  in  the  Sydney  Papers,  rol.  ii.  p.  127. 
^  Broached  is  spitted,  trans6xed. 

^  '  The  emperor's  coming.*  The  Emperor  Sigismnnd,  who 
was  married  to  Henry's  second  coasin.  This  passage  stands  in 
the  following  embarrassed  and  obscare  manner  in  the  folio : — 

* Now  in  London  place  him. 

As  yet  the  lamentation  of  the  French 
Invites  the  king  of  England's  stay  at  home : 
The  emperor's  coming  in  behalf  of  France, 
To  order  peace  between  them :  and  omit 
All  the  occarrences,'  &c. 
The  liberty  I  have  taken  is  to  transpose  the  word  and,  and  sab- 
stitate  we  in  its  place. 
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SCENE  I. 
France.     An  English  Court  of  Guard. 

Enter  Fluellbn  and  Gower. 

Gow.  Nay,  that*s  right;  but  why  wear  you  your 
leek  to-day  ?  Saint  Davy's  day  is  past. 

Flu.  There  is  occasions  and  causes  why  and 
wherefore  in  all  things:  I  will  tell  you,  as  my 
friend.  Captain  Gower;  The  rascally,  scald,  beg- 
garly, lowsy,  pragging  knave.  Pistol, — which  you 
and  yourself,  and  tdl  the  'orld,  know  to  be  no  pet- 
ter  than  a  fellow,  look  you  now,  of  no  merits, — he 
is  come  to  me,  and  prings  me  pread  and  salt  yes- 
terday, look  you,  and  bid  me  eat  my  leek:  it  was 
in  a  place  where  I  could  not  breed  no  contentions 
with  him ;  but  I  will  be  so  pold  as  to  wear  it  in 
my  cap  till  I  see  him  once  again,  and  then  I  will 
tell  him  a  little  piece  of  my  desires. 

Enter  Pistol. 

Gow.  Why,  here  he  comes,  swelling  like  a  tur- 
key-cock. 

Flu.  Tis  no  matter  for  his  swellings,  nor  his 
turkey-cocks. — Got  pless  you,  ancient  Pistol !  you 
scurvy,  lowsy  knave.  Got  bless  you ! 

Fist.  Ha!    art  thou  Bedlam?  dost  thou  thirst, 
base  Trojan, 
To  have  me  fold  up  Parca's  fatal  web^? 
Hence !  I  am  qualmish  at  the  smell  of  leek. 

Flu.  I  peseech  you  heartily,  scurvy  lowsy  knave, 
at  my  desires,  and  my  requests,*  and  my  petitions, 
to  eat,  look  you,  this  leek ;  because,  look  you,  you 

>  *  To  have  me  fold  np  Parca's  fatal  web?'  *  Doit  thoa  de- 
Bire  to  have  me  pnt  thee  to  death  V 
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do  Dot  love  it,  nor  your  affections,  and  your  appe- 
tites, and  your  digestions,  does  not  agree  with  it, 
I  would  denre  you  to  eat  it. 
'  Pist,  Not  for  Cadwallader,  and  all  his  goats. 

Flu.  There  is  one  goat  for  you,  [Strikes  hiniJ] 
Will  you  be  so  goot,  scald  knave,  as  eat  it  ? 

Pist.  Base  Trojan,  thou  shalt  die. 

Flu.  You  say  very  true,  scald  knave,  when  Got's 
will  is :  I  will  deske  you  to  live  in  the  mean  time, 
and  eat  your  victuals ;  come,  there  is  sauce  for  it. 
[Striking  him  again.]  You  called  me  yesterday 
mountain-squire;  but  I  will  make  you  to-day  a 
squire  of  low  degree.  I  pray  you,  fall  to ;  if  yon 
can  mock  a  leek,  you  can  eat  a  leek. 

Gow.  Enough,  captain;  you  have  astonished^  him. 

Flu.  I  say,  I  will  make  him  eat  some  part  of  my 
leek,  or  I  will  peat  his  pate  four  days : — ^Pite,  I 
pray  you;  it  is  goot  for  your  green  wound,  and 
your  ploody  coxcomb. 

Pist.  Must  I  bite? 

Flu.  Yes,  certainly ;  and  out  of  doubt,  and  out 
of  questions  too,  and  ambiguities. 

Pist.  By  this  leek,  I  will  most  horribly  revenge; 
I  eat,  and  eke  I  swear' — 

*  Flu.  Eat,  I  pray  you :  Will  you  have  some  more 
sauce  to  your  leek?  there  is  not  enough  leek  to 
swear  by. 

Pist.  Quiet  thy  cudgel;  thou  dost  see,  I  eat 
Flu.  Much  goot  do  you,  scald  knave,  heartily. 
Nay,  'pray  you,  throw  none  away;  the  skin  is  goot 
for  your  proken  coxcomb.  When  you  take  occa- 
sions to  see  leeks  hereafter,  I  pray  you,  mock  at 
them !  that  is  all. 
Pist.  Good. 

*  Stanned. 

^  '  I  eat,  and  eke  I  swear/    The  folio  has  '  eat  I  swear.* 
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Flu,  Ay,  leeks  is  goot : — Hold  you,  there  is  a 
groat  to  heal  your  pate. 

Pist,  Me  a  groat  ? 

Flu,  Yes,  verily,  and  in  truth,  you  shall  take  it; 
or  I  have  another  leek  in  my  pocket,  which  you 
shall  eat. 

Pist.  I  take  thy  groat,  in  earnest  of  revenge. 

Flu.  If  I  owe  you  any  thing,  I  will  pay  you  in 
cudgels ;  you  shall  be  a  woodmonger,  and  buy  no- 
thing of  me  but  cudgels.  God  be  wi'  you,  and 
keep  you,  and  heal  your  pate.  [Exit. 

Pist.  All  hell  shall  stir  for  this. 

Gow.  Go,  go;  you  are  a  counterfeit  cowardly 
knave.  Will  you  mock  at  an  ancient  tradition, — 
begun  upon  an  honourable  respect,  and  worn  as  a 
memorable  trophy  of  predeceased  valour, — and  dare 
not  avouch  in  your  deeds  any  of  your  words?  I 
have  seen  you  gleeking^  and  galling  at  this  gentle- 
man twice  or  thrice.  You  thought,  because  he 
could  not  speak  English  in  the  native  garb.  Be 
could  not  therefore  handle  an  English  cudgel :  you 
find  it  otherwise;  and,  henceforth,  let  a  Welsh  cor- 
rection teach  you  a  good  English  condition^.  Fare 
ye  well.  [Exit. 

Pist.  Doth  fortune  play  the  huswife^  with  me  now  f^^^ 
News  have  I,  that  my  Nell  is  dead  i'the  spital 
Of  malady  of  France ; 
And  there  my  rendezvous  is  quite  cut  off. 
Old  I  do  wax;  and  from  my  weary  limbs 
Honour  is  cudgel'd.     Well,  bawd  will  I  turn. 
And  something  lean  to  cutpurse  of  quick  hand. 

^  Gleeiing  is  scoffing,  sneering.  Vide  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream,  Act  iii.  Sc.  1,  p.  257. 

'  i.  e.  disposition. 

^  Huswife,  for  jilt,  or  hussy,  as  we  have  it  still  in  vulgar 
speech. 
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To  England  will  I  steal,  and  there  111  steal : 

And  patches  will  I  get  unto  these  scars. 

And  swear,  I  got  them  in  the  Gallia  wars.  [Exit"^. 

^  SCENE  II. 

Troyes  tit  Champagne.     An  Apartment  in  the 
French  King's  Palace. 

Enter,  at  one  Door,  King  Henry,  Bedford, 
Gloster,  Exeter,  Warwick,  Westmore- 
land, and  other  Lords;  at  another  the  French 
King,  Queen  Isabel,  the  Princess  Katha- 
rine, Lords,  Ladies,  8fc.  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  his  Train. 

K.  Hen.  Peac6  to  this  meeting,  wherefore  we 
are  met^ ! 
Unto  our  brother  France, — and  to  our  sister. 
Health  and  fair  time  of  day : — -joy  and  good  wishes 
To  our  most  fair  and  princely  cousin  Katharine ; 
And  (as  a  branch  and  member  of  this  royalty. 
By  whom  thb  great  assembly  is  contriv'd). 
We  do  salute  you,  duke  of  Burgundy; — 
And,  princes  French,  and  peers,  health  to  you  all ! 

Fr.  King,  Right  joyous  are  we  to  behold  your  face, 
Most  wordiy  brother  England;  fairly  met: — 
So  are  you,  princes  English,  every  one. 

7  [Esit.'\  *  The  comic  scenes  of  these  plays  are  now  at  an  end, 
and  all  the  comic  personages  are  now  dbmissed.  FalstaflT  and 
Mrs.  Quickly  are  dead ;  Njm  and  Bardolph  are  hanged ;  Gads- 
hill  was  lost  immediately  after  the  robbery;  Poins  and  Peto 
have  ranished  since,  one  knows  not  how ;  and  Pistol  is  now 
beaten  into  obscarity.  I  belieye  every  reader  regprets  their  de- 
parture/— Jokmon. 

'  'Peace  to  this  meeting,  wherefore  we- are  met!'  Peace, 
for  which  we  are  here  met,  be  to  this  meeting.  Here,  Johnson 
thought,  that  the  Chorus  should  have  been  prefixed,  and  tbe  ifth 
act  begin. 
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Q.  Isa,  So  happy  be  the  issue,  brother  Englatid, 
Of  this  good  day,  and  of  this  gracious  meeting, 
As  we  are  now  glad  to  behold  your  eyes ; 
Your  eyes,  which  hitherto  have  borne  in  them 
Against  the  French,  that  met  them  in  their  bent. 
The  fatal  balls  of  murdering  basilisks  ^ : 
The  venom  of  such  looks,  we  fairly  hope. 
Have  lost  their  quality ;  and  that  this  day 
Shall  change  all  griefs,  and  quarrels,  into  love. 

K.  Hen,  To  cry  amen  to  that,  thus  we  appear. 

Q.  Isa,  You  English  princes  all,  I  do  salute  you. 

Bur.  My  duty  to  you  both,  on  equal  love. 
Great  kings  of  France  and  England !   That  I  have 

laboured 
With  all  my  wits,  my  pains,  and  strong  endeavours. 
To  bring  your  most  imperial  majesties 
Unto  this  bar'  and  royal  interview. 
Your  mightiness  on  both  parts  best  can  witness. 
Since  then  my  office  hath  so  far  prevailed. 
That,  face  to  face,  and  royal  eye  to  eye. 
You  have  congreeted ;  let  it  not  disgrace  me, 
If  I  demand,  before  this  royal  view. 
What  rub,  or  what  impediment,  there  is. 
Why  that  the  naked,  poor,  and  mangled  peace. 
Dear  nurse  of  arts,  plenties,  and  joyful  births. 
Should  not,  in  this  best  garden  of  the  world, 

'  The  banfUk  was  a  serpent  which,  it  was  aQciently  supposed, 
ooald  destroy  the  object  of  his  vengeance  by  merely  looking  at 
it     Thus  in  the  Winter's  Tale  :— 

'  Make  me  not  sighted  like  the  basilisk,* 
It  was  also  a  great  gun  ;  and  the  allusion  here  is  doable. 

^  'This  bar;'  that  is,  this  barrier,  this  place  of  congress.  The 
Chronicles  represent  a  former  interview  in  a  field  near  Melan, 
with  a  barre  or  barrier  of  separation  between  the  pavilions  of 
the  French  and  English ;  but  the  treaty  was  then  broken  ofi*. 
It  was  now  renewed  at  Troyes,  but  the  scene  of  conference  was 
St  Peter's  church  in  that  town,  a  place  inconvenient  for  Shak- 
speare's  action ;  bis  editors  have  therefore  laid  it  in  a  palace. 

VOL.  v.  Y  Y 
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Our  fertile  France,  put  up  her  lovely  visage? 

Alas !  she  hath  from  France  too  long  been  chas'd ; 

And  all  her  husbandry  doth  lie  on  heaps. 

Corrupting  in  its  own  fertility. 

Her  vine,  the  merry  cheerer  of  the  heart, 

Unpruned  dies :  her  hedges  even-pleached, — 

Like  prisoners  wildly  overgrown  with  hair. 

Put  forth  disorder'd  twigs :  her  fallow  leas 

The  darnel,  hemlock,  and  rank  fumitory. 

Doth  root  upon;  while  that  the  coulter  rusts. 

That  should  deracinate^  such  savagery: 

The  even  mead,  that  erst  brought  sweetly  forth 

The  freckled  cowslip,  bumet,  and  green  clover. 

Wanting  the  scythe,  all  uncorrected,  rank. 

Conceives  by  idleness ;  and  nothing  teems. 

But  hateful  docks,  rough  thistles,  kecksies,  burs. 

Losing  both  beauty  and  utility. 

And  as  our  vineysurds,  fallows,  meads,  and  hedges. 

Defective  in  their  natures  ^,  grow  to  wildness ; 

Even  so  our  houses,  and  ourselves,  and  children. 

Have  lost,  or  do  not  learn,  for  want  of  time. 

The  sciences  that  should  become  our  country; 

But  grow,  like  savages, — as  soldiers  will. 

That  nothing  do  but  meditate  on  blood, — 

To  swearing  and  stem  looks,  diffus'd^  attire, 

*  To  deracinate  is  to  force  up  bj  the  roots. 

*  '  Defective  in  their  natures,*  It  has  been  proposed  to  read 
nurtures,  i.  e.  culture,  as  I  think,  yery  plausibly.  Bat  Steeyens 
concurs  in  Upton's  opinion,  that  change  is  unnecessary.  <  Sua 
deficiunt  natura :  They  were  not  defective  in  their  cresctve  nature, 
for  they  grew  to  wildness ,  but  they  were  defective  in  their  pro* 
per  and  favourable  nature,  which  was  to  bring  forth  food  for 
man.' 

*  *  Diffused  attire.*  I  have  observed,  in  a  note  on  The  Merry 
Wives  of  Windsor,  Act  iv.  Sc.  4,  that  diffuse  was  used  for  obscure, 
confused,  I  6nd,  from  Florio's  Dictionary,  that  diffused,  or  de- 
fused, were  used  for  confused.  Diffused  attire  is  therefore  disor- 
dered or  dishevelled  attire.  Thus  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's 
Nice  Valour,  Act  iii. :— '  Enter  the  passionate  Lord,  mdMy  and 
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And  every  thing  that  seems  unnataral. 
Which  to  reduce  into  our  fonner  favour^, 
You  are  assembled :  and  my  speech  entreats. 
That  I  may  know  the  let,  why  gentle  peace 
Should  not  expel  these  inconveniences, 
And  bless  us  with  her  former  qualities. 

jr.  Hen,  If,  duke  of  Burgundy,  you  would  the 
peace. 
Whose  want  gives  growth  to  the  imperfections 
Which  you  have  cited,  you  must  buy  that  peace 
With  full  accord  to  all  our  just  demands; 
Whose  tenours  and  particular  effects 
You  have,  enschedul'd  briefly,  in  your  hands. 

Bur.  Thekingbathheardthem;  tothewhich,asyet. 
There  is  no  answer  made. 

K.  Hen.  Well  then,  the  peace, 

Which  you  before  so  urg'd,  lies  in  his  answer. 

F.  King.  I  have  but  with  a  cursorary  eye 
O'erglanc'd  the  articles :  pleaseth  your  grace 
To  appoint  some  of  your  council  presently 
To  sit  with  us  once  more,  with  better  heed 
To  resurvey  them,  we  will,  suddenly. 
Pass  our  accept,  and  peremptory  answer^. 

carelessly  appariCdy  unbraced  and  untrussed;*   who  is  thus  ad- 
dressed : — 

*  Think  upon  lore,  which  makes  all  creatares  handsome. 
Seemly  for  eyesight !  go  not  so  diffusedly : 
There  are  great  ladies  purpose,  sir,  to  visit  you.* 
7  Favour  here  means  comeliness  of  appearance.    We  still  say 
well  or  ill  favoured  for  well  or  ill  looking.    Thus  in  Othello : — 

* nor  shoold  I  know  him, 

Were  he  in /avotir  as  in  homoor  alter'd.' 
®  '  Pass  our  accept,  and  peremptory  answer.'     To  pass  here 
signifies  *  to  finish,  end,  or  ag^ee  upon  the  acceptance  which  we 
shall  give  them,  and  return  our  peremptory  answer.'   Thus  in  the 
Taming  of  a  Shrew : — 

'  To  pass  assurance  of  a  dower  ;* 
is  to  agree  upon  a  settlement. 

*  To  passe  over ;  to  passe,  to  finish  or  agree  upon  some  businesse 
or  matter.     Transigo.* — Baret, 
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K.  Hen,  Brother,  we  shall. — Go,  uncie  Exeter, — 
And  brother  Clarence, — and  you,  brother  Gloster, 
Warwick — and  Huntington^, — go  with  the  king: 
And  take  with  you  free  power,  to  ratify. 
Augment,  or  alter,  as  your  wbdoms  best 
Shall  see  advantageable  for  our  dignity. 
Any  thing  in,  or  out  of,  our  demands; 
And  we'll  consign  thereto. — Will  you,  fair  sister^ 
Go  with  the  princes,  or  stay  here  with  us  ? 

Q.  Im,  Our  gracious  broUier,  I  will  go  with  them ; 
Haply,  a  woman's  voice  may  do  some  good. 
When  articles,  too  nicely  urg'd,  be  stood  on. 

K.Hen.   Yet  leave  our  cousin  Katharine  here 
with  us; 
She  is  our  capital  demand,  compris'd 
Within  the  fore-rank  of  our  articles. 

Q.  Isa,  She  hath  good  leave. 

[Exeunt  all  but  Henry,  Katharine, 
and  her  Gentlewoman. 

K,  Hen,  Fair  Katharine,  and  most  fair ! 

Will  you  vouchsafe  to  teach  a  soldier  terms. 
Such  as  will  enter  at  a  lady's  ear. 
And  plead  his  lovesuit  to  her  gentle  heart? 

Kath.  Your  majesty  shall  mock  at  me;  I  cannot 
speak  your  England. 

K.  Hen.  O  fair  Katharine,  if  you  will  love  me 
soundly  with  your  French  heart,  I  will  be  glad  to 
hear  you  confess  it  brokenly  with  your  English 
tongue.     Do  you  like  me,  Kate? 

Kath.  Pardonnez  may,  I  cannot  tell  vat  is — like 
me. 

K.  Hen.  An  angel  is  like  you,  Kate ;  and  yon 
are  like  an  angel. 

^  Huntingdon.*  John  Holland,  earl  of  Huntingdon,  wbo  after- 
wards married  the  widow  of  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March. 
Neither  Haotingdon  nor  Clarence  are  in  the  list  of  Dnunatis 
Personsp,  as  neither  of  them  speak  a  word. 
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Kath.  Que  dit  il?  queje  suis  semblabk  d  les  anges. 
Alice.   Ouy,  vrayment  (»auf  vostre  grace)  amsi 

4UtU. 

K.  Hem.  I  said  so»  dear  Katharine ;  and  I  must 
not  blush  to  affirm  it. 

Kath.  O  bon  Dieu!  les  Umgmes  des  hommes  sent 
plemes  de  tramperies. 

K,  Hen,  What  says  she,  fair  one?  that  the 
tongues  of  men  are  fuU  of  deceits  ? 

Alice.  Ouy;  dat  de  tongues  of  de  mans  is  be 
full  of  deceits :  dat  is  de  princess. 

K.Hen.  The  princess  is  the  better  Englishwo- 
man. I'faith,  Kate,  my  wooing  is  fit  for  thy  under- 
standing: I  am  glad,  thou  canst  speak  no  better 
English ;  for,  if  thou  could'st,  thou  woidd'st  find  me 
such  u  plain  king,  that  thou  would'st  think,  I  had 
sold  my  farm  to  buy  my  crown  ^^.  I  know  no  ways 
to  mince  it  in  love,  but  directly  to  say — I  love  you: 
then,  if  you  urge  me  further  than  to  say — Do  you 
in  faith?  I  wear  out  my  suit  Give  me  your  an- 
swer; i'faith,  do;  and  so  clap  hands  and  a  bargain: 
How  say  you,  lady  ? 

Kaih,  Sauf  vostre  honneuTf  me  understand  well. 

K.  Hen.  Marry,  if  you  would  put  me  to  verses,  or 
to  dance  for  your  sake,  Kate,  why  you  undid  me : 
for  the  one,  I  have  neither  words  nor  measure;  and 

'®  'That  thoa  would^st  think  I  had  sold  my  farm  to  buy  a 
crown.'  Johnson  thinks  this  blont  honest  kind  of  English  woo- 
ing is  inconsistent  with  the  previous  character  of  the  king,  and 
quotes  the  Dauphin's  (^[nnion  of  him,  '  that  he  was  fitter  for  a 
ball  room  than  the  field.'  This  opinion  however  was  erroneous.* 
Shakspeare  onlj  meant  to  characterise  English  downright  sin- 
cerity ;  and  surely  the  previous  habits  of  Henry,  as  represented 
in  former  scenes,  do  not  make  us  expect  great  refinement  or 
polish  in  him  upon  this  occasion,  especially  as  fine  speeches 
would  be  lost  upon  the  princess  from  her  imperfect  comprehen- 
sion of  his  language. 

Y  Y  2 
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for  the  other y  I  have  no  strength  in  measure  ^^^  yet 
a  reasonable  measure  in,  strength.  If  I  could  win 
a  lady  at  leap-frog,  or  by  vaulting  into  my  saddle 
with  my  armour  on  my  back,  under  the  correction 
of  bragging  be  it  spoken,  I  should  quickly  leap  into 
a  wife.  Or,  if  I  might  buffet  for  my  love,  or  bound 
my  horse  for  her  favours,  I  could  lay  on  like  a 
butcher,  and  sit  like  a  jack-an-apes,  never  off:  but, 
"before  God,  I  cannot  look  greenly  ^^,  nor  gasp  out 
my  eloquence,  nor  I  have  no  cunning  in  protesta- 
tion; only  downright  oaths,  which  I  never  use  till 
urged,  nor  never  break  for  urging.  If  thou  canst 
love  a  fellow  of  this  temper,  Kate,  whose  face  is 
not  worth  sun-burning,  that  never  looks  in  his  ^ass 
for  love  of  any  thing  he  sees  there,  let  thine  eye  be 
thy  cook.  I  speak  to  thee  plain  soldier:  If  thou 
canst  love  me  for  this,  take  me :  if  not,  to  say  to 
thee — that  I  shall  die,  is  true:  but — ^for  thy  lov«, 
by  the  Lord,  no ;  yet  I  love  thee  too.  And  while 
thou  livest,  dear  Kate,  take  a  fellow  of  plain  and 
uncoined  ^^  constancy;  for  he  perforce  must  do  thee 
right,  because  he  hath  not  the  gift  to  woo  in  other 
places :  for  these  fellows  of  infinite  tongue,  that  can 
rhyme  themselves  into  ladies'  favours, — they  do 
always  reason  themselves  out  again.    What!    a 

"  i.  e.  in  dancing, 

^^  i.  e.  like  a  joang  loYer,  awkwardly. 

^'  '  A  fellow  of  plain  and  uncoined  constancy.*  This  passage 
has  been  sadly  misunderstood.  The  prince  evidently  means  to 
say,  '  Take  a  fellow  of  blunt  unadorned  courage  or  purpose,  be- 
cause he  hath  not  the  gift  to  woo  in  other  places  Uke  these  fel- 
lows of  infinite  tongue.'  Constancy  is  most  frequently  used  for 
courage,  or  resolution,  by  Shakspeare.  Thus  in  Macbeth,  Actii. 
Sc.  2,  after  the  murder  of  Duncan,  Lady  Macbeth  says  to  her 
husband : — 

• — —  your  constancy 

Hath  left  you  unattended'.' 
i.  c.  *  your  courage  hath  left  you  unexpectedly.' 
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speaker  is  but  a  prater;  a  rhyme  is  but  a  ballad. 
A  good  leg  will  falH*;  a  straight  back  will  stoop; 
a  black  beard  will  turn  white;  a. curled  pate  will 
grow  bald;  a  fair  face  will  wither;  a  full  eye  will 
wax  hollow :  but  a  good  heart,  Rate,  is  the  sun  and 
moon;  or,  rather,  the  sun,  and  not  the  moon;  for  it 
shines  bright,  and  never  changes,  but  keeps  his 
course  truly.  If  thou  would  have  such  a  one,  take 
me:  And  take  me,  take  a  soldier;  take  a  soldier, 
take  a  king:  And  what  say  est  thou  then  to  my 
love?  speak,  my  fair,  anc[  fairly,  I  pray  thee. 

Kath.  Is  it  possible  dat  I  should  love  de  enemy 
of  France  ? 

K,  Hen.  No;  it  is  not  possible  you  should  love 
the  enemy  of  France,  Kate :  but,  in  loving  me,  you 
should  love  the  friend  of  France ;  for  I  love  France 
so  well,  that  I  will  not  part  with  a  village  of  it;  I 
will  have  it  all  mine :  and.  Rate,  when  France  is 
mine,  and  I  am  yours,  then  yours  is  France,  and 
you  are  mine. 

Kath,  I  cannot  tell  vat  is  dat. 

K.  Hen.  No,  Kate?  I  will  tell  thee  in  French; 
which,  I  am  sure,  will  hang  upon  my  tongue  like  a 
new-married  wife  about  her  husband's  neck,  hardly 
to  be  shook  off.  Qaandfay  la  possession  de  France, 
et  quand  vous  avez  le  possession  de  moi  (let  me  see, 
what  then?  Saint  Dennis  be  my  speed!) — done 
vostre  est  Fraruie,  et  votis  estes  mienne.  It  is  as  easy 
for  me,  Kate,  to  conquer  the  kingdom,  as  to  speak 
so  much  more  French :  I  shall  never  move  thee  in 
French,  unless  it  be  to  laugh  at  me. 

Kath.  Sauf  vostre  honneur,  le  Francois  que  vofiu 
parlez  est  meilleur  que  V  Anghis  lequel  je  parle. 

K.  Hen.  No,  'faith,  is't  not.  Rate :  but  thy  speak- 
ing of  my  tongue,  and  I  thine,  most  truly  falsely, 

"  i.  e.  shrink,  fall  away. 
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must  needs  foe  granted  to  me  much  at  one.  But^ 
Kate,  dost  thou  understand  thus  much  En^ish? 
Canst  thou  love  me  ? 

Kaik.  I  cannot  tell. 
/^^  K,  Hen,  Can  any  of  your  nei^bours  tell,  Kate  ? 
^  I'll  ask  them.  Come,  I  know,  thou  lovestme:  and 
at  night  when  you  ccnne  into  your  closet,  you'll 
question  this  gentlewoman  afoout  me ;  and  I  know, 
Kate,  you  wiU,  to  her,  dispraise  liiose  parts  in  me, 
that  you  love  with  your  heart;  fout,  good  Kate, 
mock  me  mercifully;  the  rather,  gentle  princess, 
because  I  loye  thee  cruelly.  If  ever  thou  be'st 
mine,  Kate,  (as  I  have  a  saving  faith  within  me, 
tdls  me, — thou  shalt),  I  get  thee  with  Acambling, 
and  thou  must  therefore  needs  prove  a  good  soldier- 
foreeder:  Shall  not  thou  and  I,  between  Saint  Den- 
nis and  Saint  George,  compound  a  boy,  half  French 
half  English,  that  shall  go  to  Constantmople,  and 
take  the  Turk  by  the  beard ^^?  shall  we  not?  vdiat 
sayest  thou,  my  fair  flower-de-luce? 

Kath.  I  do  not  know  dat 

K,  Hen.  No ;  'tis  hereafter  to  know,  but  now  to 
promise:  do  but  now  promise,  Kate,  you  will  en- 
deavour for  your  French  part  of  such  a  boy ;  and, 
for  my  English  moiety,  take  the  word  of  a  king  and 
a  bachelor.  How  answer  you,  la  phis  belle  Katka" 
fine  du  monde,  mom  irh<h^e  et  dwme  dSesse? 

Kath,  Your  majestS  'aveyauue  French  enough  to 

deceive  de  most  siige  damoiseUe  dat  is  en  France. 

^- — ^  K.  Hen.  Now,  fye  upon  my  false  French!    By 

mine  honour,  in  true  English,  I  love  thee,  Kate :  by 

which  honour  I  dare  not  swear,  thou  lovest  me; 

"  *  Take  the  Turk  by  the  beard.'  This  is  one  of  tile  poet*8 
anachronisms.  The  Turks  had  not  possesision  of  Constantinople 
until  the  year  1453 ;  when  Henry  had  been  dead  thirty-one 
ye^rs. 
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yet  iBy  blood  begins  to  flatter  me  that  thou  dost, 
notwithstanding  the  poor  and  untempering  eflect  of 
my  visage  ^^  Now  beshrew  my  father's  ambition ! 
he  was  thinking  of  civil  wars  when  he  got  me; 
therefore  was  I  created  with  a  stubborn  outside, 
with  an  aspect  of  iron,  that,  when  I  come  to  woo 
ladies,  I  fright  them.  But,  in  faith,  Kate,  the  elder 
1  wax,  the  better  I  shall  appear:  my  comfort  is,r 
that  old  age,  that  ill  layer-up  of  beauty,  can  do  no 
more  spoil  upon  my  face;  thou  hast  me,  if  thou 
hast  me,  at  the  worst;  and  thou-  shalt  wear  me,  if 
thou  wear  me,  better  and  better;  And  therefore  tell 
me,  most  fair  Katharine,  will  you  have  me?  Put  off 
your  maiden  blushes;  avouch  the  thoughts  of  your 
heart  with  the  looks  of  an  empress ;  take  me  by  the 
hand,  and  say, — Harry  of  England,  I  am  thine : 
which  word  thou  shalt  no  sooner  bless  mine  ear 
withal,  but  I  will  tell  thee  aloud — England  is  thine, 
Ireland  is  thine,  France  is  thine,  and  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet  is  thme;  who,  though  I  speak  it  before  his 
face,  if  he  be  not  fellow  with  the  best  king,  thou 
shalt  find  the  best  king  of  good  fellows.  Come, 
your  answer  in  broken  musick;  for  thy  voice  is 
musick,  and  thy  English  broken:  therefore,  queen 
of  all,  Katharine,  break  thy  mind  to  me  in  broken 
English,  Wilt  thou  have  me  ? 

Kath.  Dat  is,  as  it  shall  please  de  r&y  mon  ph-e. 

K,Hen.  Nay,  it  will  please  him  well,  Kate;  it 
shall  pleaUse  him,  Kate. 

Kath.  Den  it  shall  also  content  me. 

K,  Hen.  Upon  that  I  will  kiss  your  hand,  and  I 
call  you — my  queen. 

'^  '  The  poor  and  untempering  effect  of  my  risage/  Untentr 
paring  is  unsoftening,  unmitigating.  I  am  surprised  that  Steevens 
should  not  hare  objected  to  this  word  as  he  did  to  seasoning.  It 
is  of  the  same  formation.  '  To  temper  or  mitigate  sorrow  with 
mirth.  Condire  per  translationem,  ut  condire  tristitiam  hilari- 
tate,  Cicero.' — BareL 
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Kath.  Lai8$^y  num  geigneur,  laistez,  kdssez:  ma 
foyy  j^  "^  t?etea;  point  que  vous  abaissez  vostre  gran- 
<ieur,  en  baisant  la  main  (Tune  vastre  indigne  servi- 
teure;  exeuaez  may,je  vous  MuppHCf  mon  tr^s puissant 
seigneur. 

K,  Hen.  Then  1  will  kiss  your  lips,  Kate. 

Kath.  Les  dames,  et  damoiselies,  pour  estre  baisees 
dev^mt  lew  nopces,  U  n^est  pas  le  cowhtme  de  France. 

K.  Hen.  Madam,  my  interpreter,  what  says  she  ? 

Alice.  Dat  it  is  not  be  de  fiEishion  pour  les  ladies  of 
France, — I  cannot  tell  what  is,  baiser,  en  English. 

K.  Hen.  To  kiss. 

Alice.  Your  majesty  entendre  bettre  que  moy. 

K.  Hen.  It  is  not  the  fashion  for  the  maids  in 
France  to  kiss  before  they  are  married,  would  she 
say? 

Alice.  Oujf,  vrayment. 

K.  Hen.  O  Kate,  nice  customs  curtesy  to  great 
kings.  Dear  Kate,  you  and  I  cannot  be  confined 
within  the  weak  list^*^  of  a  country's  fashion:  we 
are  the  makers  of  manners,  Kate;  and  the  liberty 
that  follows  our  places,  stops  the  mouths  of  all 
find-faults ;  as  I  will  do  yours,  for  upholdmg  the 
nice  fashion  of  your  country,  in  denying  me  a  kiss : 
therefore,  patiently,  and  yielding.  [Kissing  her.] 
You  have  witchcraft  in  your  lips,  Kate;  there  is 
more  eloquence  in  a  sugar  touch  of  them,  than  in 
the. tongues  of  the  French  council;  and  they  should 
sooner  persuade  Harry  of  England,  than  a  general 
petition  of  monarchs.     Here  comes  your  fatiier. 

Enter  the  French  King  and  Queen,  Burgundy, 
Bedford,  Gloster,  Exeter,  Westmore- 
land, and  other  French  and  English  Lords. 

Bur.  God  save  your  majesty !  my  royal  cousin, 
teach  you  our  princess  English  ? 

'7  i.  e.  slight  barrier. 
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K.  Hen.  I  would  have  bch:  learn,  my  fair  cousin, 
how  perfectly  I  love  her;  and  that  is  good  English. 

Bur,  Is  she  not  apt? 

K.  Hen.  Our  tongue  is  rough,  coz;  and  my  con-  / 
dition  is  not  smooth:   so  that,  having  neither  the 
voice  nor  the  heart  of  flattery  about  me,  I  cannot  so 
conjure  up  the  spirit  of  love  in  her,  that  he  will  ap- 
pear in  his  true  Ukeness. 

Bur.  Pardon  the  frankness  of  my  mirth,  if  I 
answer  you  for  that.  If  you  would  conjure  in  her, 
you  must  make  a  circle :  if  conjure  up  love  m  her 
in  his  true  likeness,  he  must  appear  naked,  and 
blind;  Can  you  blame  her  then,  being  a  maid  yet 
rosed  over  with  the  virgin  crimson  of  modesty,  if 
she  deny  the  appearance  of  a  naked  blind  boy  iu 
her  naked  seeing  self?  It  were,  my  lord,  a  hard 
condition  for  a  maid  to  consign  to. 

K.  Hen.  Yet  they  do  wink,  and  yield ;  as  love 
is  blind,  and  enforces. 

Bur.  They  are  then  excused,  my  lord,  when  they 
see  not  what  they  do. 

K.  Hen.  Then,  good  my  lord,  teach  your  cousin 
to  consent  to  winking. 

Bur.  I  will  wink  on  her  to  consent,  my  lord,  if 
you  will  teach  her  to  know  my  meaning :  for  maids, 
well  summered  and  warm  kept,  are  like  flies  at 
Bartholomew- tide,  blind,  though  they  have  their 
eyes;  and  then  they  will  endure  handling,  which 
before  would  not  abide  looking  on. 

K,  Hen,  This  moral '®  ties  me  over  to  time,  and 
a  hot  summer;  and  so  I  will  catch  the  fly,  your  cou- 
sin, in  the  latter  end,  and  she  must  be  blind  too. 

Bur,  As  love  is,  my  lord,  before  it  loves. 

K.Hen,  It  is  so:  and  you  may,  some  of  you, 

"  A  moral  is  the  meaning  or  application  of  a  fable.  See  Much 
Ado  about  Nothing,  Act  iii.  Sc.  4,  p.  176.  * 
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thank  love  for  my  blindness ;  who  cannot  see  many 
a  fair  French  city,  for  one  fair  French  maid  that 
stands  in  my  way. 

Fr.  King,  Yes,  my  lord,  you  see  them  perspec- 
tively,  the  cities  turned  into  a  maid  ^9;  for  they  are 
aU  girdled  with  maiden  walls,  that  war  hath  neyer 
entered. 

K.  Ben.  Shall  Kate  be  my  wife? 

Fr.  King.  So  please  you. 

K.  Hen.  I  am  content ;  so  the  maiden  cities  you 
talk  of,  may  wait  on  her:  so  the  maid,  that  stood 
in  the  way  of  my  wish,  shall  show  me  the  way  to 
my  will. 

Fr.  King.  We  have  consented  to  all  terms  of 
reason. 

K.  Hen.  Is't  so,  my  lords  of  England? 

West.  The  king  hath  granted  every  article : 
His  daughter,  first;  and  then,  in  sequel,  all. 
According  to  their  firm  proposed  natures. 
*  Exe.  Only,  he  hath  not  yet  subscribed  this: — 
Where  your  majesty  demands, — ^That  the  king  of 
France,  haying  any  occasion  to  write  for  matter  of 
grant,  shall  name  your  highness  in  this  form,  and 
with  this  addition,  in  French, — Notre  trh  cher  Jilz 
Henry  roy  d'Angkterre,  hMtier  de  France;  and 
thus  in  Latin, — Praclarissimus^  JiUus  noster  Hen- 
rieus,  rex  Anglue,  et  hares  FrancuB. 

Fr.  King.  Nor  this  I  have  not,  brother,  so  denied. 
But  your  request  shall  make  me  let  it^tass. 

K.  Hen.  I  pray  you  then,  in  love  and  dear  alli- 
ance, 

*•  *  Yes,  my  lord,  you  see  them  perspectirely,  the  cities  turn- 
ed bto  a  maid.'     See  note  on  Twelfth  Night,  Act  r.  So.  1. 

^  PrcBclarissiwM  for  PnrcartMuntw..  Shakspeare  followed 
Holinshed,  in  whose  Chronicle  it  stands  thus.  Indeed  all  the 
old  historians  have  the  same  blunder.  In  the  original  treaty  of 
•Troyes,  printed  in  Rymer,  it  is  frtBcariiamus. 
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Let  that  onearticle  rank  with  the  rest :  y 

And,  thereupon,  give  me  your  daughter.  ^ 

Fr.  King.  Take  her,  fair  son ;  and  from  her  blood 
raise  up 
Issue  to  me :  that  the  contending  kingdcmis 
Of  France  and  England,  whose  very  shores  look  pale 
With  envy  of  each  other's  happiness, 
May  cease  their  hatred :  and  Uiis  deer  conjunction 
Plant  neighbourhood  and  Christianlike  accord 
In  their  sweet  bosoms,  that  never  war  advance 
His  bleeding  sword  'twixt  England  and  fair  France. 

AU.  Amen ! 

K.Hen,   Now  welcome,  Kate: — and  bear  me 
witness  all. 
That  here  I  kiss  her  as  my  sovereign  queen. 

[FUmiih. 

Q.  Isa.  God,  the  best  maker  of  all  marriages, 
Oombine  your  hearts  in  one,  your  realms  in  one ! 
As  man  and  wife,  being  two,  are  one  in  love, 
So  be  there  'twixt  your  kingdoms  such  a  spousal. 
That  never  may  ill  office,  or  fell  jealousy. 
Which  troubles  oft  the  bed  of  blessed  marriage. 
Thrust  in  between  the  paction  of  these  kingdoms. 
To  make  divorce  of  their  incorporate  league; 
That  English  may  as  French,  French  Englishmen, 
Heceive  each  other ! — God  speak  this  Amen ! 

All,  Amen! 

K.  Hen.  Prepare  we  for  our  marriage : — on  which 
day. 
My  lord  of  Burgundy,  we'll  take  your  oathj 
And  all  the  peers',  for  surety  of  our  leagues. — 
Then  shall  I  swear  to  Kate,  and  you  to  me ; 
And  may  our  oaths  well  kept  and  prosp'rous  be ! 

[Exeunt 

VOL.  V.  z  z 
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Enter  Chorus. 

Thus.  &r»  wkh  rough,  and  all  unable  pen, 

Our  bending ^^  author  hath  pursued  the  story; 
In  little  room  confining  mighty  men. 

Mangling  by  starts  the  fiiU  course  of  their  glory  ^. 
Small  time,  but,  in  that  small,  most  greatly  livM 

This  star  of  England :  fortune  made  his  sword; 
By  which  the  world's  best  garden^  he  achiey'd, . 

And  of  it  left  his  son  imperial  lord. 
Henry  the  Sixth,  in  infant  bands  crown'd  king 

Of  France  and  England,  did  this  king  succeed; 
Whose  state  so  many  had  the  managing. 

That  they  lost  France,  and  made  his  England  bleed: 
Which  oft  our  stage  hath  ^hown ;  and,  for  their  sake« 
In  your  fair  minds  let  this  acceptance  take.    [Eacit, 

*'  Qur  bending  author.*  That  is,  nneqiial  to  the  weight  of  hi« 
subject,  and  bending  beneath  it.  Thus  Milton,  in  his  Apologj 
for  Smectjnuiiur,  speaking  of  Bishop  Hall:^'  In  a  strain  as  piti- 
ful— ^manifested  a  presnmptnoiis  undertaking  with  weak  amd  a»- 
examined  shouUersJ 

**  *  Mangling  by  starts  the  full  course  of  their  glory.*  That 
is,  by  touching  only  on  select  parts. 

^  i.  e.  France. .  A  similar  distinction  is  bestowed  <mi  Lom- 
bardy  in  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew : — 

'  The  pleasant  garden  of  great  Italy.' 
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This  play  has  many  scenes  of  high  dignity,  and  many  of  easy 
merriment.  The  character  of  the  king  is  well  supported,  except 
in  his  courtship,  where  he  has  neither  the  vivacity  of  Hal,  nor 
the  grandear  of  Henry.  The  homonr  of  Pistol  is  very  happily 
continued :  his  character  has  perhaps  been  the  model  of  all  the 
bullies  that  have  yet  appeared  on  the  English  stage. 

The  lines  given  to  the  Chorus  have  many  admirers ;  but  the 
truth  is,  that  in  them  a  little  may  be  praised,  and  much  must  be 
forgiven ;  nor  can  it  be  easily  discovered  why  the  intelligence 
given  by  the  Chorus  is  more  necessary  in  this  play  than  in  many 
others  where  it  is  otaiitted*  The  great  defect  of  this  play  is  the 
emptiness  and  narrowness  of  the  last  act,  which  a  very  little  dili- 
gence might  have  easily  avoided.  JOHNSON. 


END  OF  VOL,  V, 


C.  and  C.  Whlttingbam,  College  Honse,  Chtowick. 
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